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Ministry of War |
Autonomous Bffice for Rome, 30 November 1949.
War Veterans and Repatriated.

To the Itelian POW Division
0ivil Affairs Section
ROME

PTﬂta HG 42461{}XRPGH1

Subject : Suspended repatriation of I.POW from
the Middle Rast.

Following our letter N°423201/RPGR, herewith attached
and forwarded to you is & copy of the circular dated 30th.August

1945 gent from G.H.Q. M.E.F. and 8 copy o® the newspaper " ITALIA
NUOVA" dated 29th.November 1945 in which cuttings of the circular

in question were published.
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caduti gulla scana politien jtalias
na abbiane prefo molio a cuore
{1l problema Ei

[Flanicri. Conmesso, & verp, a turty
tla  =itunsions  nterma Italiansg, |
sembra angl che l'esarchia — gnls
JJdata in quésto eome al solito, da-
|5l ¢lementt di sinistre — paventi
auesto ritorne come chi abbia tf.
jjmore di usa ventata 4 vero, au-
Atentico patrioltismo contro 1 me-
JEhink compromessi o 18 gearsd
Jdignita nazionals del  Governd
|sorio con 1'insegna el CLLUN.

iaborano ellp slorzo bellico alled-
..ltu. Alcuni mesf fa, 11 compagnie
|’ ternate nel campl di prigionia |
nel Sudan e nl famoso campo 305
| {Cnminal Camp). Costoro. all'atto
|dl Ingageio per la cooperaziona,
leobero fo promossa i rim-
‘|patrio ell’atto dl cessazione delle
|ostilith, Polchd, gih dopo qualehe
mesa dal V, day, di rimpatrio noh
|68 me parlava, questl militar]l —

ti gino allora czempio df discl
— Incroclarono lo braccla fifig-
-Itnndmii cdl lavorareo

‘1. A seguito df tale attegglamento

provvedimenit di° internamento
1nel Budan o al campo 305, e, In

.’ w

teressatdi Ul 14 selitembrs scorso
espressero. e l'opinione  uffleinly |
concernemta aleune lngnﬂ.m;nll e
i'rl.chieshc del P.OW, itallani s,

In essa Ira l'aliro & detto:

[ = e —

che ho sofferto drlln devustoziong
al ung guerra ¢ dalle oconpaziong

Hrita iftaliane, malgrade vocl cowm |
"1 trarie, pom gono disposte ad ac.
Jeettare 11 rimpatrio dl un gren
I|numero di P.OW. I Governo ita-
«liano si trova in  difficolid per
procurare lavoro ed alfmentaoziona
ell'atiualy popoloxions: ognl ou-

1
II! gifficllt condizionl. In riferimeanto
d

| cofo apparso sulia Egyptian Cazet
del 20 u, g, & sinfomation: * Opes |
™l ltallam in Russia, - La dele

azione della Federnzione italinnd
ael lavorator] attunlments in Rus-
(8lz ha dichiarato che sarebbe gra.

.I'Im-urutnri iallnnt in Russin, Tole |
I ftto sembrerebbp  sospenders 1]
Hritorno dey prigionier] *.
| b)Y Premesse le difficolta del
| |trosportt e pur ricomoscendn fons
) [ ate e asplrazioni del cuﬁpﬂrufm']l
"l e def P.OW., 5 precisa ohe & sfore
*izi penpono fattl per far aoccitars|
|da parte del Governo ifaliana pic-
leale aliguote di P.O.W." ».
Seguono quindt le norms elres
|1a precedenza nel rimpairio .
|'. La clrcolare E:rtu Ia firmo do] |
maggior generale del Q. G. ol Cats
ro, Dusl, e Ja data, In calee l:hzlf
140 mposto 1045, :
Di ¢hl dunque 1o colpa? Aglf|
"tlialonl onesl) gindlcare unn £Ony |
{sortetin politica che, autoncminas
tos) alle Jeva dello Stato, ko pows
I ra del noatrl priglonleri, del lor

i'ui [iciall & zoldall che erano sta-|

[{le autorith britanniche presero ||

Ntedesca, Come risuliata la auto

ol timpatrio del pric

H Come non & tuill & ncio, i |
|Egitto e nel vicino Oriente esl|
stono compagnic di cooperator |
¢jche dal glorno dell'armistizio eol. |

|del Pionier Corps sono state (0.

juna ¢ireolare cominicats agh .-m-:H
¢ Il rimpatrin dipende:; {

n) dolla situpsione in Talia |

mentn renderebbe precarie In gid | .

"the IT.POW,

e guonto sopra, (I sequente orif |

dite Ja possibilith  dellinvio di |

secrificio & del diritt) inallcnablly
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Lot cel T el ol f&] W ITATIA NUOVA"™ November ZYth.

The Government of the C.L.Y. and the Prisoners.

It cannot be sgid, that the various Governments
of the C.L.N., that have succeeded each other on the
Itelian political stage, have taken to heart the pro-
blem regsarding the repatriation of the prisoners,

The Italian Internal situation- guided as usual
by the leftists- seem to fear a wave of real patriotism,
against the lack of National dignity ( that hes come
up under the banner of the C.L.N.,), with the »eturn
of the prisoners,

As many people do not know, there are still in
Egypt &and the Near East, compenies of co-oOperators
who since the day of the armistice have co-operated

] ' with the Allied War e®fort., A few month ago, eleven
'|plina e dl attaccamento al dovere |

companies of the " Pioneer Corps", were interned in
the Sudan Cemp 305 ( Criminal Camp ) these persons

on accepting co-operation, received & formal promi-
se that they would be repatriated at the end of ho-
stilities. As after & few months after V-day, nothing
had yet been said about repatriation, these officers
,énd soldiers who had up to that time been an example
of discipline and good workmen, crossed theiy arms and
refused to sontinue to co-operate,

Following this their attitude, the British Autho-
rities interned them in Camp 305 in the Sudan and with
8 circular dated 14th.September 1945, expressed the
0fficial opinion concerning protests and requests of

kmongst other things it was steted as follows:

( See Para,A., Para 2 of the report (.H.Q. M.E.F.
tel .Ext.1243 10054/AC0- duted 3/8/45)

T'he circular was signed by the commanding general
of G.1b .Q., Cairo, Dust and was dated 0th.Auzust 1945,

Whoss i8 the fault? The honest Italians mus &y@gﬁ
8 political aroup that are afraid of our prisonerd dnd
the rights that their sacrifices sive them,"

che questo sacrificlo comporta. !




E,_; i :I".t'fh-d E.0. 12085 Section 3-402/19DC ™o, _j 3 :-:"O :1 C_._
o

: .}5;:?.-':'1.-': .ﬁﬂﬂ_vmﬂ*l‘_&_ -"f?'f 5- J’.

BDH/Lh | 'T- '
f p
/}f/fffﬂ/?-l" f// a{ffﬂ'.ﬁ'ﬁ'f’f ,fL IT:'LLI.H.I'I PF.;.-.J' II J.Ii.n.l ':"I
UFFICIO ALTONDMO waRl DIVIGICE CIVIL ANTATRG
FEOLT BRIGIDN A nli:u_E!EAE RIMPATELATI FJEETIL'H E -[‘1__. L_ _i:'., -
PR Mt’/%/’? BPCRA ot @ﬁ;,f;,nf/ﬁ _
i s f y

Ocerrro HaNcuto rimpa trio prigio

Nieri italieni nel
J.-El:lj.:' Urihl‘ltﬂ.

A Beguito del foglic odierng n.433291/RPCR, s
trasmette copia dells GiPEEIHIE diramuta in diteo 30
digosto u, B, dal Gl Qs L. EsFL copia dﬂllﬂitﬁlih
lluova,, del 29 g,um, dove la cireclure «nzidetta & stp-
t&a pubblicatz 4n igtralecio,

P+ IL GENZRALE

CAPQ DELL'UFFICIG AUTCHOLO &,p;:e

"J.:Ii'H-

Il Colonnello {E.ﬁnfﬂaaﬂ]
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Ministry of War I Rome,
Autonomous Office for
War Veterans and Repatriated.,

30 November 1945,

To the Italizn Prisoners of War
Divigsion, Civil Affgirs Secticn
ROKE

Prﬂt. Hﬂ 423251fﬁPGH1

Subject £ Suspended repatriation of Itslian
prisoners from the MIDDLE EAST,

A Roman peaper " Italia Nuova " , yesterday published
a cutting from & document sent to your Division with letter N©421950/
RPGR dated 10th. Wovember , regarding the suspended repatriation of our
POW from the Middle East.,

Given the repercussions that this article may produce
on public opinion, we inform you &s above in order that your Divi-
sion if considered opportune, may deny the contents of said document,
and that is that ;the Italian Government is against the restitution of

the POW in question,
( Signed )

M. Anfosso,.
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Rome 10th November 1945 ,

Ministry of Var
Autonomous Of°ice for Tar Veierans
and Repatriated POW

TO: Italian Prisoners of Var Division
Civil Afeairs Section
ROVE

Frot. 421530/REG
Enel. 1
SUBJECT: Onward tw»ansmittel of document.

As by verbal request, herewith attached and for-
warded to you &re the copies of a translation of a document
sent from GHQ K.E.F. that was brought to this o""ice by a

veteren ®rom the Middle East.

Gen. A.Mannerini,

i 'L_!._, A < 4 3 :--
Itallan Priconar of War Sub Commisalon 43 J d

HQ AC APO 3044 g HOV 1945__

] F'-._:J#l l'; r Aaoelved
Leg No __A_Q—q—b— - 1WA
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GHQ:, Moliole
Tel . Ext, 1243
10054/ AC
30/8/45

Subject : Moral

REP ATRIATION

There have been many requests regarding éan official sta-
tement relative to the repatriation of Italian POW,

a) The repatriation depends:

1. On the present situation of the countrids thal hafe
been devasted by war and German OCCUpPALION Notwith-
standing all declarations to the contrary, [the Ttalian
Covernment cannot accept the repatriation of g large
~umber of PW, due to the difficulty of finding jobs
for them end the di®ficulty of feeding the Ifslian peo-
ple. Any increuase OF these probhems would tend to agravé-
t=1the very serious conditions of the country. Relative
to what is written above, we herewith cite & publication
that was printed in the " Bgyptian Ggzelte" on the 25th.,
of August 1940,
W Ttalian Workmen in Russia”
Moscow 29th. August 1v40.

" The Delepation of the workers sindicate that is
now in Russia, has stated that the possibility
o® sending workmen to Russia would be very well
received. It is underlined, that the number of
the unemployed in Italy is enorinous and will
ereatly increase with the return of the POW"

( Reuter )

2., Available shipping SpHCE.

Italy and her ex-allies, Germeny and Japan, provoked a 1
world war and the sinking of & great number 0 ships.

The ships in use are being employed for the transport

of food to the populations of Eurcpe and to the populea-

tions in the Far Bast, who &are dying of hunger .

Result.

Tt ig even difficult to find the necessary ﬂhipsdﬁfﬁff
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in order to repatriate the Allied troops from the M.E.
India and the Far Fast and it is absurd to expect that
ex enemies will be repatriated before the Allied troops.

Notwithstanding all this the aspirations of the co-
operators and Italian POV are held in esteem and continu-
ous pressure is being brought on the Italian Government
that they accept at least, a small quota of prisoners each
month, |

=)

As soon as anything definite is decidedblon regarding

this metter, &n official announcement will be made., At

the same time the British HQ., is doing all that is pos-
sible to hasten the beginning of the re.patriation., Nei-
ther promises or previsions can be made &s when they will
begin, nor in what measure they will be carried out: it
is thought that in the initiative stage only & small num-
ber will return which will gradualy increase according to
the capacity of the country to accept them and the availa-
ble shipping space, needed to transfer them,

3. &) Priorityin repatriation.

We can give the assurance that all ex co-belligerants
who are new still employed a&s co-operators will have a
priority in repatrigtion,

b) After them will come the co-operators and at the last
the non co-operators.

¢) The ex-belligerants, who have prefered to ceszse co-ope-
ration , will be repatriated without & specizl priority.
I+ they again ask to co-operate they will be repatriated
with the other co-operators.

d) The repatriation of co-operators, according to their
age and the years of their service has not been pre-
viewed; A ruling of that order would bring ehout too
many unnecessary transfers &nd movements. Vice versa
it is thought, thet the repatriation will be “ormed
of complete companies., However the groups that are com-
plete and are composed of prisoners who have had many
years inprisonment, will be taken in account.

48352
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4, hgreement oF the co-operators.

rr—————

Many protests have been received, due to ths fact
that the aration sigmed by the co-operaiors Wwes
to have them only,up to the end of hosfilities
with Germany and more &are expected now that the wer
with Japan is ended. These protests are to be answersl

ag Pollows :

a) Italisn P.0.W.can accept or not 0 co-operate as
they wish, Theilr reme triation is not held up bectuse
their work is indispensable ., It is always ogeible
fo substitute them. The§z are more GEHEEEEE}EEFEE_
carry then an advantage t those who have them sre
obliyed to keep them, due to the fact that the avai-
lable shipping is lacking in whiech to trasport them
to Ttely. However as they have worked for the Allies
in 2 moment when work was so much needed, they &re
kept in emplcyment in ovder that their cornditions
of living may be better end that they may recelve &
better pay., If they do not desire to work they will
be the only ones to suffer.

b) Many companies however will be relieved shortly.
This will not mean that they will be repatriated, but
pormgrert of an established plan, of the working or-
canizationa, 1n order t¢ “?ind other work for the [ta-

lian compenies.

5, Treatment of the Italian o®ficers und gsoldiers.

. e e

Many protests heve been nmade beceuse the English
soldiers have no respect for Italian officers and use
affensive lancuage regarding Italians 1in ceneral. It
is known that :

a) Orders have been given that for what is written
above, must cease.

h)  That bad lensuage from an English soldier 18 not
to be taken seriously &s it is one of their defects
und they have no intention of giving offenge.,

e e L ] T — g i —  —— ET—— e R

5. A visit from & representative of the [talien Government.

Tt will be arranged tbat a representative of tﬂLBikia |
1ign Covernment may visit thie Cumps in the dim OF repor ting |
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on the conditions in Italy.

This will not teke place untill something definite
cen be said, regarding the beginning of the repatrigtion.

7. Calculation o® years of Service.

Certain prisoners are preoccupied because their ser-
vice will not be calcolated as effects their service 1in
the Italien army.

The Italien Government has been asked to clear up
this question and as soon as & decision has been reached
it will be officially stated.

Signed
P.G.BULFIN
Maj. Gen,
DAG

| 463 1
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Ocoerro  ITrusmigciope dal documerntio.-

Come da richiesta vertsle, trasmetto
lc unite copie della traduzione di un docu
wento diramato dal GHQ.MEF., qui pervenuto

a merzo di un reduce dal hedio Criente,-

1L GENERALL
CAPC LELL'UFFICIO AUTUNOLU

( A.Nannerinri )
o
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SUBTECT ¢ Buployment of Itallan Units
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Attached do o copy of AFHY letter CHzUMT11=10 Ihaly dated
S0 L5e

Te Mo wnibe ko which yoferunce ip mads ape the Ttalian Aoy undis
temporarlly abbacked on a 6,000 celling in Moy last, and in respeot of wWhlch
you recantly forwnrded dotalls to Q=i(D)s

2e i1l vou kindly forward your oubservaliions hereon, for subnlosion 49
weounvive o loew 4 4 nt the earliest nomsible dato,
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ALLIED miShmutslt COMMISSION

INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Fmployment Italiun Units FILE No.  IPW/15/25

194

6—-% B/Hesdguarters Allied 59 Geterber 2

Commisol on

TO

Reierence 1P7 ,f"i 5/ /

1. Helarence talephone conversation between Col.legls and
Capt. Smith on 270%h September,

2. Herewi'th ““nnﬂl'tiﬂn Of & letinor from the Ulnigtry cof
War n° 417681/BEGR dnted 212t Septenmber, Thia letter
explalng the ILE‘.llhn Government point of view on above
gubject,

3, This point of view is concurred in by this Divigion,

JgAlEED OGS

5 Lieut ”Jl"‘-l al 48!]3
. P [_-..'.'I_l".'h.
AR IPH Div.
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SECRET

ﬂIéPEIndix "A' to
05/50/3/6(sm)
dated 19 Jun 4L

S Lt B S —

Hreakdown u_f_'_ oeil fipuy
“of Ly, 300 ar_'_‘[ta_%ﬁ o

Ltalian Forcos
Serlel category Strungth
1 Sorvice wnits British 93,000
2 Jervico units Ug 71, |
3 v and CD 5, 000 I
4 Corsioa 25 000
2 Italian Combat Tps 25,000
_ti____ = .mtum&l jﬂﬂm*ity formations 53, 300
7 Italian Adm and E.u:wi;:_-—_ 4.0, 000
i,_____._._f'fbmiﬂﬂ 55, 000
Ty
10 Nervy RIS B e e
S A R 20
12 Total Ttallia Foroos bk 300
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Para Deoision dotion

3. Revised AAI bdds and breekdown of now G(5D)
figure of A4k, 300 will both be included |

{n reply to &FHQ Memo of 11 Jum,

Le No perseonnel will be held in excess
of oeiling i

64 Breakdomn of Alk,300 will be us at & px
.l' L] ﬂl .

Te ', Bids for sc viee units US and British DCAO will inform G(SD) broakdown
| will be out. | of US figure of 71,000.

8, | ACC regiisments will bo met from
| 1S frns.

e AFHQ will be asked to reduce Ai & 0D | G(sD)

10. | A4FHQ will be aslicd to allot CORSICAM | cf9m)

ceiling to gorvice units |

11. | IS fims will bo cmployod on gd duties | G(SD) will examine allotwent of
| on Allled installatlons tns to fims
|

124 AFHQ willl be asgked to allot 5000 of G(8D)
.I Navy and Air Force celling to Adm.
] FART I1 = PBS N:edg 4 8 3 8

25 (&) | Request to bu eutnitted for more | PBES and Q(Mov) to signel GG
| shipping for movement from SARDINIA LT UL and AFHY rospactdvelye

[‘h} Friorities of sllotment of Sorvice DCLO and DQMG,

unlts will e reviewed.

{(e¢) | Division in SARDINIL will be allotted MMIA to meko rocommendations,
to FDS
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Anpendix "B" to 1605/50/3/G(SD1)
] dated 19 June, 1944
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Appenddx 'A' te 1605/50/3/G(SmL)
dated 19 Jun, 1944
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AAT  ORTGINAL AND  REVISED DEVANDS
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SECRET

O el B R v

SIBIICTy= Employment eof Ttalian aray Ueite
and Fersomnael with RBritish Forcer

Ariny Sub CGumaleslon A.C.C,
Main H.Q.(MITA)
L ouIts (LICCE)
o/ 6/1/F
A3 May 44

T R e e ——

,{LP Chisf Comuieploner §s0uCae NATLID.
Adv HQ Army Sub Coma ANC, SALSTI0.—

Hecewlth, copy of AFHQ letter ASD/L2L dated 8 May, subject
at sbove, requested in Adv HQ Army Sub Cewudssion sigual 2796

Also attached, copy of AFRR b tter HuD/LZ4 dated 1€ May.

i'l.l
A -"-*-'j-f’fu--, :
I [, L s
ARG " Maj Gen,
AXay Sub Comn A.C.la

/
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voe U5 ;
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ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS
Qr
LJ-'LCRET
| | 6 Tay 1944
FILL NO :  HSD/L2L
SUBJECT . .mployment of ITALIAN Army Units COFY 10 : LS

ard Personnel with BRITISH lForces.

TO : HQ AAI (Copies 1 = 5)

The folloviins, anendment is made to HSD/ 424 of B iiay 1944 :»

Delete : last sentence of Para [ Establishments

and Substitute

nhe V7ar Lstablishment Committee of this Headguarters

will be the authority for all cases of amendnents vhere

a British /T is afiected except in so far as the amendment
is within the powers granted to the Jar listablishment
Committee of Headguarters Allied Armies in ITALYY,

For the Supreme Allied Commander liediterranean Theatre,

/;J.ﬁ..H.GAJ.'? L,

Lieutenant-General,

JR.i/de Chief oi Staff.
1S TRIAUTICH COFY NO COFY_NO
ACC, (i 5 D.F.I.C, 28
S8 1 DedAeGe 29
CAD 8 Ialta e 30
C=1 [Ir g9 - 11 Iiaison 31
= > S % 4823
G-3 (Cps) 13 Labour 33
G=3 (D'lans) 1, Postal (Br) 34
G35 (Tre) 15 D.P.S.S. 35
G=—L (MP] 16 el sls 36
A/D7I G 17 ord (Br) 37
Iop Plans 18 R.E..E,. 38
Q (laint) 19 Salvage 39
0 (AR) 20 D2E LO = 41
'd Arty Sec 21 Dep Mil Sec 2
AL D 22 G-L (ilov = ) L3
Engrs 23 T (EBr) L,
Sipnals <k File : hﬁﬁﬂ
Ho Inf € K 25 Spares L6 -
survey “}L(AREI 26 Iand Forces Sub

Dh]- -}.r. E? Uﬂﬂfﬂiﬂﬁiﬂ'[l, J\EE, CliF, EJ]- = E:'ﬁ
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Pending the receipt of full and final instructions
Y dilutees enployed in British units
and Italian units employed in ploce of Dritish units within the approved
Pritish Order of DBattle will be issued from British stocis with the personal
equijment to the nininum scale necessary to make this class of ITALIAN soldier

The C.1098 equipment required to enable the unit to
carry out its task will also be issued to the Italian units described above.

For the Supreme Allled Comunnder liediterrnnean Theatre,
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SUBJECT: Your R644 dated 26th Feb, addressed ACHF concerning
TirBcotive on Discipline for ltalian Troops 1n

Aliled omployment efc.

T

Arny Sub=Commleslon, A.C.C. Maln HQ (MUIA)

TO £
LeQUILE (LEGCE).

1etapry of tne geoummunlicasions 18 as followal=

zaleed were Oof intereal £o/HRY. A.C.0. in
regapd ‘to troope employed by them and in Reigflons, we alg-
nalled n.e.i, askling 10 they had answerad polnts you raleed
(ccoy Lo you)e Toey replied that they had not recelved tha
Blp.ninl and yow replled that you had not recelived ahove copy
Bothh ordp lnntors repented thelr signals, |

L ]

Fig R T
|

2 Dracste pur sighnaiy to BRINDISI But An snite of n
gecond query to ko, & Diegiriet recorda of the cass are reports
ad "destLr ved",

On March 28 FLAMBO cabled (8D1973 of £5 Warch) that
the natter wag stlll under dlgcussion, '

Ag we 8t11) do aot xnow what 1e the rasult of the
pointa you raiged (1f any), 1t would be aporeelsted AT rou
woula ptate how the matter now stande,

—

e
i

Lt, Col,

(G e QUIFSHLITH)
. . Army Sub=Commisslon
g\ Advancad Heudquart=i'a

@fl,,‘u;tg _ .1-L' ,J-*lll -‘fj {j 1 ?
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ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION  INCOKING MESSAGE /sk
SvGIIIEELﬂY HU- IT'I G I‘ID .
171\
CLASS: 1IN CLEAR REF NO: ag 792 \ (985

PREC : OFERATIONAL FRIORITY FILED : 1911574 MAR

FROM : kNIA REC'D : 2008004 MAR

10 . AAT RPTD FATIMA REAR FOR QUIN SKITH

Reference your SMC 9615 dated 18 Mexrch, Copy of MIMIA signal QbL) deted 15 February
follows by ALS. Originel alsc addressed to Flembo end Fetima for info. Suggest

you seve delay by obteining copy elso from Flambo.
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PREC : NOT GIVEN FILED : MAR 1710504
FROM : FATIMA FOR LIAISON OFFICER SIGNED MACFARLANE REC’'D : MAR 1710554
: Via Telatype
TO FATINA REAR FOR (UINSMITH

Reference MMIA Signal Q6LL of 25 Feb  Flimbo teking necessary sction.
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AGTION FILPOT INFO MMIA FATIMA For ALBRIGHT

HAVE YCU REPLLAED TU MVIA CABLE W BlX FOUS FOUR OF TWO PIVE FEB QUERY

T0_ACTICH FILPOT INFC MMIA FATINA FOR ALBRIGHT FROM FATIMA REAR
SIGA e A

FROM QUINSHITH FD fi* 5O PL%A’?‘; QUOTE RREFERENCE AB NO COPY YT

RECEIVED THI® OFFICE
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ARV _SUB COMMISSION LO FROM FATIMA REAR FROM QUINSHITH BTGRD

MACFARLANE PD ACC ARE INTEREQTHL 1N DISCIPLINARY CONTROI, N THEIR
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