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HEADGUARTERS, ALLIED COMUISSION
Havy Sub=Commicaion APO 394

REC /2006
A Aprdl 1946,

e
From: lavy “ub-Oommlssion, Hg. Allled Cormiseion,
To 3 Flag Officor Tayanto Adriatic end Lislsen, Italy. (Teranto)

Subjects Italisn Prdisoners of ipr -« Boenpe of,

Enclosuras {E} Copy AFHQ Ytr 383.6 (It) of 12 Jemusry 1945,
(B) Copy AFHO 1tr 383.6 (It) of 31 Morch 1945,

1. ith reforence to FOTALT mecrot lottar T.A. 1027/206 of
30 Jenusry 1945, snclomuras (A) and (B), in connection with the eseape
of Italian Prisoners of War from Franch eustody, sre forwrded herevith
for informution.

(Sgd) G. L. WARREN

ANATL ANMIRAT.
CHIEF, WAVY SUB-COMMISSION, AC.
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ALLITL FORCE HFADGUATITENS
ldataon Section

564.6 (Tt)
oUBJIOTs  Eseaps of [talian Prigoiers. of

Havy Sub~Commiseion, HI AT1ied Commisss 071,

L] HE-|

Ref NSC/L2HZ of '« Dec 194l and SG/1922 of 22 liar LY,

1. TYour NSC/12£2 was passed to the sificez of the US Pol Ad and Frit
28 lin tor thelr comments, Their cpinion was that any dispute in such matte
between Italy and Ipsnes should be takes Up cirectly betwesn them =~ in this e
the French representetive in ome with tha Ttalian Uovernment,

[}

i
o
| ==
[

r
=}

& Dy

€, A letter was therelore dispatened on 13 Jan (copy attached) By this
cection to the Srench M Utary wission to LHD. Tk 4r much regratted that owmizne to
o0 overnight a copy of thin letbtoar was not esnt +

0 you at the soame bie,

HONT-{ESBTTT 3
s jor Gencral, ﬂ‘b
Chief of Secticn. ['J'

Incl;
GCopy of Ltr 3&3.6 (It) of
12 Jan 45 to I'm 151 Mis

JRB/pa
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MEATKTTARTERS, ALLIED COMMISSTOR
Nevy Bub~Commiosion APO 394

= T ety
L

s WaC /1922
SECRE 22 Wayoh 1945,
f-§-0-R-E-T

Navy SubeComniesion, g M1lied Cammlspion,

Frome
To ¢ A11ied Foroce Headquarters,
Subjects BEgoaped Italien Prisoners of War.

fevy Sub=Oow. AQ, scorat lat onAdT semant
T i ;‘Efl?ﬂ" of 8 December 194

& voply to raference (a) would be approeisted.

(Sud) G L. W A RREN

REAR ANIRAL
GITEF, BAVY SUB-COMMISGION, AC,

Copy ol
CIHC-M™M ,
FOTALL,
S SHEs
.f.-" ;#3- Ay, .@:\
= o7 AR
2 Pl
Do ——"
A

2.6 MAR 1945
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21 Mareoh 1945,

Subjects Esenped Frisoners of War.

Reforence 1 n; FOTALL 1tr T.A, 1027/206 of 30 Jamueary 1945,
b) CIHC-MED 4SO00/180/35 of 18 Feb. 1945,
o) FOTALT T:-:lgpu'hch 0520084 of Mapch,
(4) Navy Subebom. 1ty NSC/1282 of 8 Nec. 1944,

Xig FOTALI in referonce (a) mode reconmendations to CING-UED
na  to meapures to be taken in comnecticn with eascsped Italian Prisoners
of War., Poaragraph 2 thoreof reconmenderd that subjoet te the approval of
CING-MED, the Winlstry of Marine be asked to cancel Minletry of Marine
dippateh Mo, B.1362 of 21 fAwgust 1944; vhich informed Italian Naval
Comande that saeaped Itallan Prascnere of VWar sre to be harbored by the
Italien Favy and after rdturn to Hetlonal territory, carmot be retaksn,
except in action. Paregraph 4 of reference (&) made speeific rocommonda=~
tiong to be ecarried out by Allied authoritiesn to prevent the escape of
Italian Prisonera of VWer.

2. CLIC-ED in reference (b) disspproved paragraph 4(1) of
reference (a) and Alrected that the Ministry of iarine be Informed that
further inntances of cecdpedby Itelicn Prisonera of Wer bLeing anmiggled
by ltalian warships, w111 result in the action recommended being erdered.
It vas further stated that actlon would be tnkem by AFHQ to implement the
regomendations made in paragravhs 4(11) and (1i1).

3. FOTALT 4n referemce (e) advises that the Minletry of Maorine
hng been dnformed verbully, in sccordance with referemce (b), but wishes Lo
be informed of fleially, in writing, snd requeats that FOTALI, Rome, take
the nocensary sotlon.

A ‘The ptatus of co-belligereney hae not been extended to Italian
Prisonera of War gaptured before the Armistice. Thuy are mainteined in POW
camp and repatriated only when in the intereste of the Allied war effort.
Artiocles 50, 51 end 52 of the Ueneva Conventilon recognised the right of
Priscuere of Wer to ssespe. Article 50 provides that escaped Brlsonors of
Har who are retaken bafore Veing able to return to their cown amy or to
laave the territory occupled by the army which osplured them, sholl beo
lisble only to disciplinary punislment. It is further provided thrt they
mey agein be taken priconcers and shall not be liable to any punichrment on
aecount of tholr previous flight. Article 41 provides that after an atbempted
oy acoompliched y tho pomrades of the escoped, who ssplaoted In the
eueape, may in 7 poiplinery punishment on thie account,

. T ,

s As Andfeatod in veferance (d), it is evident that the mﬁﬁf
of Marine conwiders thnt, with respeet to Frigoners of War, the status of
eo~balligarency does not oxist between the Allled Hations and the ltalian
Governnent. Under this intorpretation, the Minletyy apnparently considers

Hl-
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that the Ttalisn Havy 48 Justified in asaisting Prisoners of Wor te

aseape end in harbordng them after eseape. Under this condition the

Al14ed Natione ere justified im taking eny and all measuroe which may

be noconsary to prevent the eseapo of Ttalian Priconers of VWar snd ‘to
ra~gupture such prisonere aftor egsosipe, The ingletance of the Minlpltey

in rouueoeting that he be informed officially with respect %o the inptructions
sontalned in reference (b), indiente that the Minigtry is prepared to make
an 4gmue over this point of Internatlonal Law,

6. Paregrephe 1 2nd 2 of e attached proposed Aralt to the
Minietry of Marine are in conformity with reference (b). They support
the right of tha Allled Natlons to taka such action am may be necgssary
to prevent tho eecape of Italien Frisoners of War, Paregranh 3 of the
rroporad draft directe the Ministry of Marine to cancel exleting oriers
direeting that escoped Prisonors of Wer be harbored end losus an crder
ddrecting that they be delivebed ! Allied emthorities. It is cortain
fint the Ttalian Navy will not Gx€eH% this order, whether it is in
violetion of the CGeneyn Convention vith reanect to Prisonere of Var,

is 8 matter for Interpretatlion.

Te In sny event, the specifle recommendatilons made in paragraph
o of reference (a), that tha Minister be Adreoted to enncel Naval Algpatch
Ho. B 1362 of 21 Anpgust 1944, was not specifically npproved by GINC-MED in

reference (b).

8. In view of the ahgye,, t 18 considersd that thoe instructions
{grned to the Miniptry of Marine otly in accordance with referencd
(b), which Telates only to those moasaros which may be teken by the Allled
kntiong to prevent the egeape of Itnlian Primonere of War and nolt include
instruotiong which ecannot ba ispued to a hoatlle nation and enforced.

D in the ovent the I[talisn Navy of its own volltlon occntinues
to condone and nasiet ltalian Prigoners of War in wegeaping, 1t le ponceivable
that the provielons of paragravh 1(2) of the Cunningham Aproemont, which
provides that the extent to which the terma of the Arnistice are modified,
aro dependent upon the oxtent and effeativencas of Itelisn cooperation,

might' be invoked .
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ALIIED: IORCE HEAD TARTERS
Ligison Section

nscaped Italien Mriscners of Uar.

French Milditary ission, LFH

|.I “ ey I LT w . T e
- } | Cn J.Lmt by Erench Generdl 05 rectorate of BV
wection in Alpiers to assist ;
gil?n pravoners ol war who had escaped {roo
Alfiers: (

' | i requested limar lizaiscn
1 tracing the underpenticned oup yrencl owned It-

rrench Air force Camp at laison Hlanche,

oelll, loberto
Lapiea, Carlo
;‘umgnﬁﬁ, Arlario
slgnorini, Luipgi
s It hag been ; ' '

o as been found that theze niow hav 3] |

RIS -~ CSe IoR have returned to sy : ! fom !
letter from ITtazlian authorities. e SR L2

D It is suipested that f - - :
4= SHpgested what further action ip thie att ; - :
the Italian O R SN SRy 2 AR Ls matter De taken up direct with

F. G. SEAUMONT-NRSHEITT 3
Sl hajor (ieneral,
Chiaf’ of Section

Incl:
Ltr 998/90
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HIADJUARIERS ALTIED 005 LD I0N
Hovy 8ub Gomdssdon  ARO 304
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e/ /2u6,

Newvy Bub Gouwdeslon, g, , Allled Comsiralon,
Ministyy of ¥nrine, Roms,

With relference vo your Lletter 782/4,7., Aated 7th
Moy, 1945, it is not Intended to Lake any Purther atops
rogex<ding the coggpoed pirsonmel as it Is folt that tho nttitude

of' the Ministry in condoning aesistance afferded by Ttolien
Verships wos contwary to the epiri® of the Amilotioce Terms,

spd) 0. L W IEDN

REAR ADMIRAL,
GO, WAVY SUB COMUTSOSTON
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.~ From: MINISTRY OF MARINE (Cobinet)

To : RK.5.C. — Rome

Date: T May '45. (Receikved for translation 11 ey '45)

subject: P.O0.W. Lecaped from Bizerte.

Be.C. 18 aware of the vicissitudes of 63 in Ii°
Italian P.0.W. who escaped from Cumps in Bizerte, disembarked
at Taranto on 28 Jan, from "SIRIO" and "ORSA", and who were

later handed over to the British Army at the request of
ﬂ.dmi ral F'TGHG‘EH »

Our N°616/U.T. of 13th ulto. to ¥.0.5L.I. also refers.

2 Apart from what is laid down in Art.50 of the Geneva
Convention to the effect that it is International law that Bn
escaped P,Q.W. who reaches his native soil automatically ceases
to be & P.O.W. and cannot be taken prisoner ggain except in
battle, there is a communication from Taranto in which I am
informed that Admiral lorgen cannot - even if he wished —
interpose his good offices to obtain the release of these
prisoners (who, as you are aware, were put abdard Ttalian lorpedo
craft from Shi & menned by Royal Naval personnel) because it
appears that the matter rests with the British Army .

The 63 in N° P.O.W. are at present detained in Camp
"IRY at S.Andrea at the disposal of A.F.H.O.

3 In view of the pbove end agreements resched between

N.5.C, and my Chief of Cabinet Cept. BASLINI, at the meeting on

let inst., I shall be glad if you will request Allied Authorities |
concerned to set free the 63 P.O.W. in question,

(Sgd) THE MNINISTER

220 0
Ly
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More) 34

O/ Zﬂhf?)ﬁ?ﬁﬂ Lol CM errrrie .
GABINETTO ol .// NAVY SUB COIMMISSTION

UFTICIC TRATTATIL ;
R O M A

Ineirizen Yelecaarco. MARINA - BOMA,

ARGOMENTD' Prigionierl di guerra evasl da Biserta,

Sono note a codesta W.5.C. le vicende del 63 prigionieri
di guerra itelizni fuggiti dai campi di Bisertae, sbarcati a Ta-
ranto il 28 gennaio dal "Sirilo"™ e dall*"Orsa" e dati poi in con-—
gegna alltesercito britannico per desgliderio dell'Amm . Morgan.

Anche & questo avvenimento si ricollege il dispaccio
616/4¥ in date 13 aprile diretto da questo Ministero al F.0.L.I.

Indipendentemente da quanto previsto dalla Convenzione
di Ginevra, art.50 per il guale e legge internazionsle che il
prigioniero dl guerra evaso e che tocea 1l suolo nazionsle cease
ipso-fatto di eseere prigioniero di gueérra e non pud essere ri-
pre=o se non in combattimento, sta la comunicazione pervenuta
glornl or sono da Taranto con la quale mi si informe che 1'Ammi-
raglio Norgen non pud - anche volendo - interporre i propri buo-
ni uffici per la liberazione dei prigionieri (che, come noto, fu
rono porteti & bordo delle siluranti italismne da imbarcazione in
gleae armata da marinai delle Merine Britannica) in quanto sembre
che la questione gia di competenzae dell'esercito britannico.
: I 63 prigionieri sono attuslmente rinchiusi nel campo "R"
di S.Andree & disposizione del A.F.H.Q.

| In relazione & quanto sopra ed sgli asceordi intervenuti
tra cotesta N.5.C. ed il mio Capo di Gabinetto C.te Baslinil, nel
la riunione del 1° maggio u.s., prego voler richiedere alle com—
petenti Autorita Alleate la liberazione dei 63 prigionieri di
guerra, oggetto del presente dispacoilo. 290 2

IINISTRO
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ITALIAN FRISONER OF VAR ESCAVEE = REGIROLT, EMILIO.
(The Commander in Chief, Mediterranean Station's

Minute IT WNo. Med.l5/1 352.4}’ 9/ 1, dated 19th Novenber |
1945). |

No. F.0.I.L. 1026/11,

THE NAVY SUB COM{ISSION,
ALLIED COMMTISSION.

f
For information end any action

oonsidered desirable in view of paragraph 3 of
[ the enclosure to Minute I,

Eodbdu -

J. | 18t December, 1945, for REAR ADMIRAL,
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FRALY A LITAISON,

ramymeded T'opr ianfortation,

L 3

e . e —

IBEAD "'r;_|_:_l'5 £ "Jl ! ;J!.]_'l :
12th Hovenber, {945,
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SUBJECT: Ttalian BW Escapee,

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS,
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