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BRITIoH MINISTRY OF TRANSPG..{

Telegrams: Shipminder. Genoao GENOVA 15th. Septenber 1947

. Florre delle Yitlodo 15-8

TEll !-:' & 1_

Rof:  JWR.5/0t

The FTLAG OFFICER LIAISON,ITALY
HOMNE

ALLIED SHIPS SUNK N SICTILIAN. WATERS. ——

T have vour Mewo dabted 3rd. September 1947, Ref. En.FﬂLI/QTS,
recardine Ships sunk in Sicilian waters.

Our Tecords indicate the "Empire Florizel" and tha "Ocean
Peaoe!" are the only two identified British ships in the waters mentioned.
the "Empire Morigzel" in Aurusta, tle "Ocean Pepcao" in Avola. The wrecks
of both of these vescels have been sold,as they lie, to lir. Pasquale Giuf-
frida of Catonia.
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TS FLAG OFFPICER LIATSON, ITALY,
Home .

3rd September, 1947.

Ho+FOLI/ 975

PIE DINECTOR,
TTALIAN NAVAL BANCH,
ALLIED FPORCE HEADGUSIETIE .
(Copy to:- The Director of lierchant Ship Hepairs,
Wegstern liediterranean,
Piazza dells Vittoria, 15, Genoa).

fﬂJ.LLIL.u,'..J SHIES  HUNK J!.I"f J.L-]-J_-.[ilﬁ Wallleidis .

e . = i el ki e

The enclosed translation of the kinistry
of Defence (I avy)'s lettor No«.5l52, dated 20th
mgraat, 1947, is relerred for necessary action.

2 The rector of Merchent Ship Repairs,
Western liediterrancan is requested to inflorm the
Director of the Italian Naval Branch, should he be
able to identify any of the wrecls included in the
Hinistry of Lef'ence (Mavy)'s lotter

C;/B/[luvv' @15{4&3”1
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NN TREGRAameEs MARISTAT - ROMA

Ll j,é;'{fz --r:-“'ﬁ-‘;'};:#’-

ArcoMmenTo: VEVL allezte affondate nelle scjue
della Siciligp.

ol Timette un elenco di unitd alleste

affondate nells seciue dells Sicili f,00rre

dato Jdi totfte le notd=ias in nessesso dells

p A r I

HelisyCOn prehiers di volor far Corocacaersg
Ll dptendinenti delle Aubtoritd Allsats in

nerito alla rimozione dedi predetti relitti,
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IRN=-19/1/ 726

olbiacts

Eaclosuro:r

| 1,
(2) and (b).

il B
vessales surdt in

nﬂﬁﬂlaﬂﬂifiﬂﬂ E.0. 12456 Section 3.3/NHD N

L

Allied Foree Heaoguarters

YTALIAN WAVAL LRANCH
A ‘F|‘f']':l,i|'.|'.|r

“3 July 1947

ALULIRD SHIPS SUNK IN THS PORYT OF AUGUSTA ML BARL -

s  Iills FLORLAGLY RCCEAKR PRACEY AMD UFORT ATHALASEAM
Ml BUHILGERY OF MUENMCANTILE RARING .

Minletry ol lercantile Marine's ltr, .L.-_1.Lff’}.?!5;’}' dnted
ekt DEuouber 15940,
(b) Hinlstry of Mercastile Marine's 1ltr. Ro.l191/P dated
25 January 1947 .

Ch

(A) Copy of tue Director of Ulerchant Ship Repairs, Western
Maditerranean's Lir, J.i .:;/' gt dated 8 July 1947.

(B) Copy of the britlsh Ministry of Transport, Hepresentative,
Itallan Avea's lbr, QAB/20L0L/47 dated 14 July 1947, H

P'{l'a :

rnclosurss (A) and (B) are [orwarded in reply Lo relferences

[he BEMPIARL FLOHLZEGE" and "OCUZAN PEACE" are the british
the pory of Auguste and yeferred to in raeferenca (a).

£9 REAR ADMIRAL,
Hl.L,.ﬁi'Uﬁ, .EL.J'IJ.II'I=‘ :: .!r'i. Ifl.l.hL JI--‘I.-.H-E. ﬂ'“l
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BRITISH MINISTRY OF TRANSP ORT
AP.O. 5. 551 C.MF.

Dy Ut o ahl ;-
Telegrams: Shipminder, Rome.
Tel. B43041 -Ext—37=
._'._-I-r___::-' I I: :_"rf.i‘ r:;_

Ref: GAB/2040/L7 1hth July, 1947,
1o . Ttalian Naval Branch, AF.H.Q., &.F.0. 7.
From . British Ministry of Yransport Representative (Italian Area), BOUE.,
Sub ject : SUNKEN SRITISH ¥ BASHLS BaRT LMD SICILY,

Heference your letter dated 21st June, 194( { TR/ 9/1/176)

The Director of derchant Ship Kepairs, Western Med,, dinistry of Uransport,
informs ne Hr. Pasquale Giufiride of Catania has taken up the option which he
had on the British vessela:-

WEUPIKE FLORIZEL" gunl 411 & Sicilian l.?GI't LM"‘J‘“E

"OORAN PEACEY sunk in a Sieilian port - e
"EORT AUTHARASKAY sunk in Hari.

L. "Mhe informntion receivedl by this ofifice with respect to the carpoes
intticates that ;
Wi PIRE FLOKIZEL" cargo consists of medical supplies,
motor vehicles, ammunitions, coal and
";E'LJ.:E':.-ln'_:l'_}-"l;

"OCEAYN FELCE" curge consists of coal, ammunitions,
notor-cycles and other miscellanesous
motor vehicles;

WRORT ATHABASKAM carge consids ol coal, miscellaneous
Army storss, anmuunitions and motor gears.

> The anhove mentioned information has been comveyved ou to the liinlstero
lella Vering Mercantile (Servigio Dumanio Porti ). Q
J\ \

EIVA)
Ge A, ::_-;J..L.

British Ministry of Tranap *'}_13pm3mtzrtive—-'—2'|i} I .{]
(Italian Ar i.ilj:',, ; 3 :

E!ff WL 1947 3
. e |

E_-..

|
r-' I




. !

N P .
U T D
| Declassified E.O. %31
| : 15356 Section 3.3/N8D No. /8.5 OO

BRITior MINISTRY OF TRANSPC..T

GENOVA 11th,. Jll'lj,i‘ 1.9!'1-'?

Piaree dalla Vitoria 1% -8

7o ALTLIED PORCE HEADQUARTERS
ITATIAN NAVAL BRARCH
A.P.0. 134

kA" "OCEAN PEACE".

Subjecty "EMPIRE o7, 0RIZEL" "FORT ATHABAS

ttor Of the 2lst.June 1947,
N/176, regarding the above vesgels Tor acknowledgment.
' I am enclosing a CORY of the letter sent to the

British Ministry of Mrensport Representatives ., BELL in Rome,
who, L understand,will be getting into cnmmunicatiﬂn.with YOl

1 have your le

J gl mith
hant Ship Repalrs
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8th. July 1947

Reglstered

Deer Mr.Bell, ‘
T am forawrding a copy of Delivery Note

with agreed terms of sale snd cargo galvage of the "Empire florizel™
"Fort Athabagka" & "Ocean Peace',

I confirm that Mr. Pasquale Giuffrids has recel-
ved his origingl goodwill deposit. I leave it T0 you to inform
the appgopriate Allied and Italian Authorities of the terme of

the sale, ‘
Yours sincerely

i.T o Il -I-E mitl’l
Director Merchant Ship Repalrs
Testern Medlterranean

Ene =

G.A.EELL Esq.,
Corgo d'ltalla,2b

RO ME
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Allied Force Loa auarters
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o tects aHTPS SUHE I Thiv Puity

Poit OF MURCHANT onld

] iF ..- T by II.'. [ !
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r of ferchant S8hlp lHepalrs, Hestern
Medlbarranean's

s 1tr. dated 27 Aprdl 194{.

i ith perard to reference (a) 1t would be apnreclioted 1f
ba hostenoed {or & docislon resarding the abandonuent. of

e B
midan cowld now L .
WEMETHE FLOARTZELY and "0CEW PEACE" sunk in Augusls narboulr,

i

It 18 mosh deslrsble thal tnds cucstion e llonidited as
Lhie Itnlion Fesca

asplble in view oi e dmmdinent ratification of
vant clualne down of Lhat Brencit.

| %5
-

I F =5 B B i
N & '._. [ L‘ i.l -;

| oo} @ F Poyee .

N BEAN ADMIIAL,
DIRBCIGR, ITALIAN [AVAL BIUAJCH,




,.-pFﬁE £ e 2
S beclassified B.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. T ST Ot

Ll

BRIT.wH MINISTRY OF TRANSPC .1

cenova 27th. April 1947

Tolegrams:  Shipminder. Ganoo
Fiagea della YVivuora 13-8

Tﬂl.l

Kaf:

To : ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS , Italian Naval Branch ,APO 794

Date: 27th.April 1947

From: JR.Smith,D.M.S5.R.Western Med —Genoa.

Subject: ALLIED SHIPS SUNK IN THE PORT OF AUGUSTA.
Reference: IRN/19/N/70 - (a) to DMSR,dated B8th.April 1947.

Further to my previous letter dated 15th.April 1947
on the same subject, we have now been made a fiym offer for the
purchase of the ships in question. This offer has been commu-
nicated to TLondon., Immediately on recelpd of their advice you
w11l be notified if it is this Ministry's intention to proceed
with the notice of abandonment.

JIRI‘S
Director Merchant® P Repairﬁ
Western Mediterrgreall.
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tllied Fores Headquartberes
ITALJAN HAVAL LaANULH
A0 TYs

IRe=19/8/ 1) 15 April 1947

subjeobs ALLIEU SHIPS SUNR 4R Wi PCRY OF EUGUSTA «

io1 VHE ULREGEOR OF MERCUART SHIP HEFAINS, WESTLRN MUDITERIANEAN,

.L.;f & Plizsia vstlh VETTOHIA, GEiOA.

el erance: (8) The birvector of Merchant Ship Reprirs, Western
Mediborranean 1tr. J.R.o./et dated 8 April 1947.

L In reply to reference (a), it is agreed that in the
clroumatences, a notice of ebandomment should be served in order to ellow the
Italian Authorities, sunject to your aourovel, Lo resove the wreceks in questlon.

“s In the event, cherefore, that tne pepovinl ol these wrecks DY
the Italian Authoritics ls approved, it is reguested that the necessary notice
of abandonuent in respect of the "EMPIKE FLORIZEL" and "QUEAN PEACE", be served
to the Capitano di Porto, /ugusta, through the Itelian Ministry of Mercantile
Marine, and forwarded to this Lranch ior opwerd transmloslon.

var 7IR0LLL
o o MAVY,
DIHECTOR, TTALIAN NAVAL BRANGH,

1o APR 1947 4910
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BRIT._H MINISTRY OF TRANSPC .T

Tologroms:  Shipmindst, GENOVA  Hth,April 1947
Tel. 5 5 Gj 11. Plarra dalla Vittoddo 15:8

Ref: deR.5/et

ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS,Ttalian Mdlitary Affairs Sedtion
A.P.0:.T794

8th.April 1947.

Divector lMerchant Ship fepairs =Genoa

JE. - R peee————— el S S W T Ry

vour letters dated G6th.March & 12th.March 1947
Ref IRN-19/1/92 & IRN-19/1/118 respectively, were only received
in thls office on thg Tth.instant.

I h=ave no recordg of the linute:
(a) Nevy Sub-Commission,Allied Coumission's minute
NBC/5845 dated 6th.Jantary 1947. -

heving been received in this office; however there ig a copy
of the misgoing Minute in your letter dated 12th.larch.

From investigations it would appear that the two
vesscls in guestion are the "EWMPIRE PTORIZELY and "OCEAL FPEACE",

As we understand that neither of these vescels
constitute 2 navigation danger, no action by the Ministry of Drang-
nort would appear neceasary, but however, if the Aunthorities are
iiltnlj{ to reqnire their removel, notice of abandonment will have
to be siven to the Fort Aithorities that the vesagels are abandoned
to them.

If vou are in agreement will you please let ue ltrow

and I will oerve the necessary notice of abandonmert .




Tk=19/0N/ 11

FIon:
101

aub joct

hatarance:

yafaronce (a) .

WP (T AR
P

| : declassifisd E.0. 125956 Section 3.3/NND Wo. '/

12 Mavch 19L4L7

Naval Sub-Section, ltalisn Milltery Affsirs Sectlon.
The DBirector of Herchent 8hip Bepalrs, Western Mediterrancan,
L5/8, Plaken dolla Vitteria, Genoa,

Mlied Ships Sunk in the Fort of Augusts.

(2) Director of Merchant Ship Repalrs! 1ltr, deled 27
February 1947 .

(A) Gopy of Nevy Sub=Comndasion, Allied Comndsaslon'e
minube NSC/584L5 dated 6 Januaxy 1947

tnelosure (A) is forwarded herewith in accordance with

H. W. AR 0OLY
al 1 BINERET 4 . .'Iln'llll'rI

FOR REAR ADMIRAL,

j._.I.LI.: sl bl lll'- ,l!.li & Hj': li.r'.l '._r_| .._:I!I-] .I.i'-'-L.l |'I..:':I _F.Ui'] ¥ I..‘I' I.ﬁl:--! ]

14 MAR 1947/

o
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J.R. SHITH,Bsq. DIRECTOR LHHCHAFT aiiP TEPATRS, WESTER MEDITERRAIEAY
15/8, Piszza della Vittoria, GENUA «

2Tth of February, 1947 -

ALLIED FORCE HEAD( UARTLES, Italian

Vaval Sub Section, APO T94.

1ilitary Affairs Sectien

Augustva .

subject: Allied Ships sunk in the Port of

Reference: (a) Havy Sul-Commisgion, M}nqya_ﬁﬂﬂfﬁﬂdi_dat@g

6 January 1947 .

Heferring to your latter IRN-19/1/14 dated 6th of February , 1947, an
files has been made tut wa have not been able to

sxhaustive search of our
ion. We would appreciate a CORY of the same.

traga the letter in quest

Sirp DRPATHS

11 MAR 1947
i
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Froms Mavel Sub-fection, Itnlian Wililtnry Affairp Sectlon.
Tos ‘ Ministry of Moreontile lnrino,

Subhjects 6. é[.!T-‘.".‘ APHADASKA = gunk in the port ol Bari,

Referonce? (a) Mnistry of HMercantile 'larine 1tr, 1191/P of
, o5 Jnrmery 1947,

3 I Marther to the request contalned '1.:r‘11I mj‘r-rf-?n? (n)
el g1e sAviped thet tho nathorition in Tondeon heve heen n® -"’r-”n,w,. ':':'f}
sirmpl 4o obboin Cencdlen spprovnl Tor r?'IT".n‘-"r.:ﬁ'lnf_: the vroek, inasmich

she PONT ATHARASKE ia ef Cena Han orleing

; ; 3 e Al ned
74 Tuon recelpt of thelr rpprovel, vou vill be aAvined,

Iy,

-1.-’ '
W

s

1
Al

L Ha

H. W. ZIROLY,
COMMODORE, U, S, NAVY,
FOR TEAR ADITRAT,
NITHETOR,, MAVAL SUB-EROTTON, JHAS .

8 MAR 1947

2306
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Fromg
i}

onb juct:

Ieforencos

L

" Declasaified E.0. 12356 Section 3.3/NND

6 March 1947
Naval Gub-Seciion, Italian Militery Affeirs Section.
the dlecctor of Merchant Ship Repeir, Vestern Mediterranecan,
Mlled Ehips Sunk in the Fort eif Augusta.

(n) Wayy Sub-Commlssion, Allied Coumission's minute
HOC/58L5 dated 6th Jenuary 1947.

A reply to reference (a) nobt having been received, informa-

tion is requested as to when it may be expected or how the metler now stands.

f‘ VY,
FOR Relit ADMIPAL
DIRLCTON, WAVAL SUN=SIOTION, IMAS,

8 MAR 1947

2305
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AL ITN FORCE HEANQUARTERS
TTALIAN HILITARY AFFAIRS SECTION
NAVAL SUB SLEGTTON

AP0 79%
TRi=19/t/ 149 6 FPelruary 1947,
Froms: Nireetor, Naval Suh-Sectlon, Ttalian Military Affolrs
Soctlion.
Tos The Dirvetor of Merehant Ship Repair, VWestern

Hediterranoan.
Subjecht A1ied Ships Sunk in the Port of AUGUSTA.

6 Jaminry 1947,

1. T+ would be spprecisted 1f s reply to roference (an)
could reow ne forvowled.

d

W N Elv

§oi REAR ATMIRAL,
NIRECTOR HAVAI, SUB=SECTION, THAS,

W\ |
SRR\

2308
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Prom: MNINISTRY OF MEHCATTILE MARINE
To : N.S.C. - A.C. ) Rome
Date: 25th January 1047

Ref.: 1191/PF.

Subject: S5.9. "Fort Aghebaska", sunk in the port of Bari

the Nevy Sub Commission 18 requested to communicate what
decisions have been made by the Allied Authorities regarding the
removal of the British 5S. "Fort Athabaska" which is sunk in the
port of Bari.

for THE MIISTER

| 31 JAN 1947
!
|
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SO . If ' 777

# COMMISSIONT ALISATA
ol TMEHRNE ANWERILS Sottocommissione Navale
! ROMA

d I i .-'fl -/!:;
'd l'||II_ "ii __-" 7 F ‘4’:;;4‘1.-:&:)/ rr/:"(rl{/
:ﬁ o ._.f ?'{’ZF”J ‘. e Sl
Ocorrro- . Pirogeafo Fort Athabaska affondato nel

vorto di Bari.=

31 nrega codesta Commissione di vo=
ler comunicare quall decisioni sono state rrese
dalle Autoritd Alleate in merito allo sgombro
del miroscafo Fort Athabaska, 4l bandiera ingle=

se, affondato nel morto di Bari.

-
}-i MINISYRO

—C _a/e%"
v
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ALLIED SHIPS SUNK XN '[HI PORT OF AUGUSTA
Wnistry of Meroantile Maxrine's lotier 12625/P of 20th Deas 1946

-——me

we/ 5845
The Director of Merchant Ship Repadr,
Vestesn Medlberransal,
Torwerded for your ramarke pleato.

Your opinion in peragresph § of lidinuieo I would be

H. W. ZIROLY,
COMMODORIE, L. S, NAVY,
FOR REAR ADMIRAL,
GHIKF, MAVI SUB.COMMISSION, Aale

RQus
Gth January, LILTe

9 JAN 17

2301
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From: MINLISTRY OF MERCAATTIL: MARTH
T.i..rﬂ 1 II‘EIGI Les -!.Llf.;n " I:_D::ﬂ
Date: 20thH Decewlber 1946

Subject:  Allied ghips sunlk in ihe port of Aucusta

I/

A British cldp of unlmown Yype (it appears to be & vesssl
of over 10,000 tons buxden) is lying completely subwmerged in the
ort of Augusta, off Fort "Vittoris". Jhe was qunk o few doys after
the ocoupation of the port, followlng aiy boubing whioh oaused the
explosion of Lhe cargo which was mainly of anmumitions

T4 hoe not been pogsible to collect sny further informaiion
aboul the ship, whose neme is not even Imown.

[+ appears that the ship is not palvageeble and wmust, therefore,
be {demolished on the opols

mother British chip, of the "liplre’class, s lying punlen in
the sawe pord, W.i.2%, of Isols Grende, and, according to our infrouation,
she was loaded with a carge of cxplosives, vachinery, motor vehicles,
and petrol, She was hit by boubs and appenys to have been scuttled by the
Allics to prevent her explosions

Tt is thercifore requested that the [lavy Sub Commission should
iriform us whether the Allied Authorities will provide for the renoval of
the shove 2 ships or whether they are not conceimoed with the question and
leave the salvapge in Italian hands.

for THI HMIISTER

2304
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