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Allded foree Hoadonerters
ITALIAN NAVAL BRANCH
APO T4k

g 1
Po=2/f <+ O 18 August 1947
gubjoots COMUANDER TUIGE PODESTA® AND Po0. WRITER ARTURO BERGCHA.
To MINXSTRY OF DUPENCE, MAVY
Rafurences (a) Minlstxry of Defenee, Hevy's ltre B. 1562 of 3 Marxch, 1947.

(b) Maval Sub-Section, Italian Hilltary Affelrs Section's Lir,.
PD-2/11/69 of 6 Mereh; 1947.

H

L It ia regrobbed thet no tangible progress has baen made in .
this matter although snergetic actlon has, spd continueos to be taken, on high |- i A
ilictary and Diplomatic levels to secure the roleass of Lig WO nan. .

2 As soon as any definite nevws io received, it will be lunedlately
eommnicated to you,

(S ed)

REAR ADMIRAL,
DIKECTOR, TPALTAN NAVAL BEANCH.

21" S
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CONTIDENTJIAL,

SULJECT 1 Oommander Tuigi PODESTA and FO Writer Arturt BERGIHA.

PRANSTT A -2

-.Iu:.il-- {‘:1 JLJ.].E IE.I-?-

.:. : Allied Torce lNoadquarters,
G=5 Section (for Ttalian Heval Pranch for Resr Admiral WARRER ),

¥ — = — = —————

S - T T

further to this GHQ letteor TRANGIT/L-2 of 8 July L7,

!l'- {_""_.I::I"I.'_.'.I.EI."' ':|I. "i.r!-lEl "i:-]:'it'.l [;].]1 ‘-mliti "~"I-1 .I!.Lﬂ_'l.?. !.'lﬂ]'q-l lﬂ-L-L-I:Il jﬂ 1 L - 4 ™
1 i } = XL ol =0 B 1 50 S .0F £9 Ju
b7 is forworded herowith for your information. f f’ ‘ Ly

14 % N aTe L T o . i AFEL_F _ A = L
‘ Will you please inform the iinigtry of Maxrine of the action taken by -
H.M. Anbogsador at Belrrade, |

_ Any fubther informution received from the Teitish Political Advisor .
1l1|'|111 ::-'-t {:'I].':E .L:D fl:l].-.-uf.:r'-tﬂﬂ_“: tl'.' :bll".-l'r-l

.I._.
|

f_.___ ;""I'l

iajor Goneral,
GOC, O,

t ATHQ (for Iritpolad)
Tng (CHO
Ool TAY
{}-{[Jps "_"D}
GaI
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Offi0e of the Briticsh Telitical Advizor,
to tho Suprame Allied Comninder,

'——I-—--l'—--l-l--—ill;—'-—“'.l- "i I' - J-IIL'I-'-L-- D .._"_' ’ Eli -
i e e e

E,:';l":l J'I.L-I.Lf | Eul-?.

privish Folitical dviger

G—I Beclion Rome (For Ttalisn lewal Lrench ).
SACS
1 ":f

L=

IWelinQy

wbjoot ¢ Commandor Tutcd Podosta and
F o0 Wrdtor Lriure Derpnraa

four aipnal AG2/00646 of 4 July,

.,.utll'-.*-_ ssader 28 Delgrnde ntntos that on Yoocipt of my ordipinal
el _ vortary he adorossed & lottor to the Yugoslav ldnivtor of

I.E '::':.,'I r.? . Bl i - ':Ir'l . ] 3 W ] ei ] '."l l'l' # 5 oo - £-1 .Y P

ien At orming ham of <he Pacty rad sbating that 1,14, Covarnment

hojw: -ovornment would noy find it pondible to release these twa
I'-."il- . .

think: tho Ministry of lbwing should be tole thiog

{_' I )

ahe W ol |.IEI-;|1.]_

letd
Peatish Pfolitiend Advisar,
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Pioo of tho British Political *Aviser
to the Supreme Allded Commanc _,
AolfeHaidayGolle Fa

35/150/9. 59%h July, 1947

G.H. (s, Cablal's

Aritish Politloal Adviser.

G-5 Ronp (for Itelian Navel Brnnﬂh}/
S .

2.

N.L.0.

Oommnander Ludgl Podesta and
P.0. Writer Arturo Dorgera.

neference is mads €0 our memOranitul
30/ 150/9 of 23nd Juky.

T+ would be appreciated il you
aould smend the above-quoted rulercnc? GO

read "35/150/9."
\ -ﬂmﬂwﬂw

Je

%U( Heitish Folitieal Adviser.
|___|
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CCIT

Office of the Dritish Politicnl Adviser
to the Supi'ens Allied Commander,

Nel¥ alls ¢ "y lrgiLel =

j-f_n'fl _._J-'l:;.‘!_ . ?T.I.I"I l_T“].:f' 3 ]'--I_-‘I"!.J'-'-Ir.r'l

Invitish Foliticnl Adviser.

Ttelian Naval Hranch,

-

Conunder Jul I FFodesta and

. l':J . driter Arturo Le FES I'A .

e L _'LfEE_JI-I,IﬂEE 6 of LBh July.

L Ambassadcr ol Belgrade states
original report of 27th February

.

tter O the Tuopol 1nv ldnister ol

s infownine hin of the Pacts and statr-
Covernnott hoped the Yuzoslay Govern-
pind it possible to releane Thes! tw

)
7%

. 7. Scarlett

ltish Political Adviser.




[ o— s PE—
] i |

-

I -
il

'y I o 3
Doclassified B.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No._ "/

a
[l
ol g | L
- o

11 1.3 d =
o e = g el i

SULRJFEST s= (Commindos

5
i Y e e il e o

Ludgd PODGSTA and PO Wplter Arture EERGERA,

GHE  OLE

= e Bl ] e, i

TRANSIT /A =2

fAllied Forco Headquorters,
| G=5 Buction (for Italian Naval Branch for Roar Admiral 11‘&?&{:"‘-.1:]';){
| ROME, z

le Refercncu your letter l'JIJ'-HE,"’H,."'l{]E of 23 April L7, thiz GHO
slpnad J'-.uj.'_,f"flﬂ GhG of i July 47 to the Britioh [lolivicenl ldviser
AITHE {L Lo 'r:'u:f and TAC GHO signal G-.j_rl-{]fj.f:g ol Jp July L7

Ze Pleceo find o copy of this GHY lettor TRANSIT/A-2 datod
2 May 4.7 Tlespitobod in roply fo your Pﬂ-—-?ﬂqflﬂﬂ of 23 Aprdl 47)

= -|.. 1 ] 1 = rgw I -
i E|_I'____| HAL 1t LY r_".;5|.

Je You w_ 11 bo informod immedintely a reply to this CGHO
aignol AGE /A O6LG af L J uly 47 is reecolvod from the bBrivtich
Politicol Advioors

Mng Gen,

/i ','r-j‘f".','l F.i' Ca 1’{“ :—[..':1- (T
f oA

1M i i

Copy Loy -_1-‘?_[- | (for BritPelad) F‘f S ——

G(SD )

Golonol LA !ﬁ
(AT |'
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SECRET
SURTECT 3= Comander LUIGI PODESTA and
PO VRITER ARTURQO BERGERA, GHg _ CMF
TRANGTT /AZ
2 Yay M7

A11ied Force Headgquarters,

Italiean Naval Branc

Reference your PD=2/I/102 of 23 Apr L7e

The British Political Adviser hes submitted a full
report on the case of subjects named to the Foreign Office, atgt:ing
that the Militery Authorities in Itely are anxious for averything
possible to be done on a diplomtic level to help the Italians in

Yumoaley custodye

You will be informed of subsequent developmentse

2
(S8pd) A.G.Whitlaw J/Comfir. e

for
Lt-General,
General Officer Commanding-in-Chiefs

< B ”H
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Tirastero beglh Affort Eoterd
DG AP, = UEL. IV, Rourh translation

LB ORI POR TN ALLLSD ANIBRAL FADIATEENIRS

e, B — e e, SR

Further to previous memorandun .15/04518/33 dated February
14th, 1947, tihe iinietry for Foreism Affairs begs to report here

below a communication receilved by the Ttalizn tiinistry of Marine:

" coprmander “odecst? snd his secretary dergera Arturo were

recently transferred from &an 0.%Z.N.A. prison to the Lubiena judied

cial prison. Tt appears, however, that they are still kept at

0.Z.0.A.?s digposal. The defence of the case presents some

difficulty. An Attorney at Lew has been sppointed for the defemcc

of the &/n detained persons.”
Pursuant to the information previously gilven by the

Ttallan Kinistry of karine concerning the task entrusted upoen

commander Fodesgtd and petly- officer Berpera &snd the charge

brought egainst them DY the Yugroslav Authorities, the kiinistry

for Foreirm Affeirs would De srateful if the Allied General

Headquarters would Irenew their steps with a view 10 obtaining

that the a/n Italian eervice men may soon be 1*{31535&:1;23 4§ 1
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G - 5 Section A.F.H.Q. Rome (R) A - 2 GHQ CH.

CONFIDENTIAL From: TAC GHY.

Plense pass following to Rear Admiral Werren from Goneral Harding.
Reference your FD-21/192 of 26th June recelved yestexrday.

T am sorry you have had so much difficulty but I am told a letter
(Reference NB.Transit A2 of Znd lMay 47) on subject you mention was sent
to you by GH{ on 2nd May, informing you that a full report had been sent
to London with a request for amction through diplomatic channels.
Duplicate this letter together with further informagion availsble 1f

any will be sent to you at once,as I heve no dlrect contect with
Yugo=-Slav suthordties except on puraly local matters the question to
which you refer must be dealt with through diplomatic channels.
Consequently I cannot accept any responsibility in regerd to 1t except
to ant as a charmel of wommumication, but I have given instructions to
my ataff to meke sure that any information received et GHY is pessed to you

at onco. . s

2e As T sm hending over command to General AIREY todey please
addreps any further correspondsnce on this gubject to him or to

Chief of Staff GH‘»I-

DTG 04 10508 Julye
Ref No. C in C /3589,
Sige Serdal 6975

RAAC P/L D20 Re o Beme/5/7/4T
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IMPORTANT

L. ¥ 1.0, (For BRIT FOLAY) (R) a9 (Vor SACH & GST)
~ 5 Sectlon AW (Tor I.W.H.) Remes

l:{ T C T “ T'romt G;anlq- E#]'.!-HP:-

M2/C0EhDe G?

GHI Tdsiron Office AFHQ letter 88 7/ 308.18~(35) March 47: Informed this
FQ thet you hed subeitiied a4 il report 10 Forelan Office regording oftse
of Ttelisn pationaln DERCYDA snd POIBETA sndl thet e wolld he kept
informed of developanening

Za LFAD Tealdon Yiewel Brench plate Tialisn Hewal cuthordtlien ere
requonting vnal prpont steps be Gelen o esocurg réeheiss of subleotn.

6 Ylesge cortaot Pobelsr OFfdoce ond yepoxrt pyoiresp mads seyilects

Gwh Oeotion APRY fopr Ttelien Fewel Brench your ¥D - 2/W/02
Bl 200d ol L7 anfl our Tremslt A - 2 dated 208 May &7 Pelorn.

e DTG l(-h

Trl D-'.P.F.I- Lo E-l" E.Ll f?fr?ﬂ-i*? {:Iﬁ!.h_;

Hﬁﬂf “H'."“F whapwn hz | J ?
Bafebaln or U.s. II-“II"'M

aulthor 117
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Mlled Forca Headauariers
TTALIAN NAVAL BRAHGH
APD TY&

'LJ—J.’;!E'.,“’ 20 June 191

-

i

an wrlbing to you parsonally g I have boen sompletely unable o
pbbedn & roply O 8 [ her of lobborg addresapd O youx Hecdruae Lors
datlng Lo 2 uachel whiclh: [ contdder to be of consldernble Loporlanca.
s4nce Degenbar 1945 LW Itnlien linval suthoritios have boen PeGROD blug
LIl urmant yhops 00 LOKén Lo DelLre Lhe réelsase Ol Comnmandosr® LG POHBSTAY
nd P.0. viriter AWTULO DICGERA ;. whio wer's captured by thu Jugoelav authorit..ee
ahile carrying out work beliind the epamy Lines On hohally af & Brifbliah
ntealldgnos or mnise t3on. I have recelyved repeated nhasbeners" but have nob
yat boon able to plve & definlte enlye

As menbioned in myr leabto Eo. KSG/59)5 of 30th danuary 1947, 4 conaideyr

chat o dafinite sorsl obligetion rasta Ath the Aldies to securc the rolense
of those two men. Ne reply has yal beeén racedived Lo this letler or Lo My

g : 2 P e . - ¥ ~ e § #
siznal Llmed 2005220/ ke 1947 o Lo Y arihior lelital" Dl I‘U—.-_‘r"r:Ef,Ll..'l-. oL

W
.F L] ¥ = ol 1
235 ADX 1l.

I am aware that Lhs EALLGY i3 also belng daslt wilil ofa @ alplosalll
Level and that possibly groal ellierte nre being mede to clear Lo @aliEr Wy
sul noverthelses I foal campalled wo ask you to inabruct the ap,Lopliatc
L'_.._}_,a;|-'l|_j,'|i_.|:;;-,;|"1t. O ];'t:l_lk.’ O my '-.:".FF.D'..EI;I EiiLJELiGHLiJ:IFLﬂI :.I-Lﬁi.lii'l_v' Efgiay I'.l].'-:'.'.l___’.,i'l'ﬁfl::i S
hoan made in the oasu,

REAR AIBOUAL LA
Lﬂ,ﬁu;.r_;_'_:*_.'h. )l a2l S8ir Joim |;.?.1.1'l_1:|..'f1¢:ﬂ Jl:'Ll:-..:--i-:--!j {J.L}-ﬂu, My 1-‘-:-, H-r":'l’
General QfCicer Comnanding in Chlef, Cantral Mediterranocan Forceo.

i
|
i

ik
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Allied Force Headruartars
111.. PI.LI .|"'|| L'l lif IU-]"L :: i'.."'r".. l.l"l:,lr.l.' !-'|l
AFO 'fr;“{.

23 Pnj.]ril l‘} .:.1.?

COMMANDER TUIGI POLESTAY AND P.0, VRITER ARTURO BERGERA.

GENEIAL OFFICER COAMMANIDING, CLNTRAL MELITERILAKNEAN FORCLS.

i S4ince Decenber 27th 1945 tns Ttalian Hevel authorities have
been recuesting that wrgent steps be tLalken Lo aeours the release of Lhe
subject ofilcer and pating who were captured by the Jugoelav authorities while
carrying out work hehind the enemy lines on behelfl of a Britieh Intellijgence

orpenisation. I heve recelvsd repected "hosteners" bub have not yot besn

abie to ive a definite replys

2o ps mentioned in ay NSC/5915 of 30th January 1947 T conslder
that a definite moral obli-ntion rests with the Allies to esecure the Telelpe
of tnese Lyo men, Mo reply has yebt been raceived to this letter or to my
signz1 timed 2009228/Harch 1947 PR : 2 A

Fe I am avare that the matter is also belng dealt with on &
diplomatic level and possibly that grest offorts ere belng made to cloar Lhe
ancbor up, but nevertheless I must ask you to instruct the pppropriatoe
department Lo reply to iy varlous communleations stating what progress hes
boen made.

N
REAL ADMIEAL,
LI'.[.'.LA.':-;-J'.JUE{} -I.i-..-r.l l-.:I.I'IH I-l.rll.vﬂ.L L:| J\.I.']GIIII
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cad onn svailabhle.

o] Ellany Vo Soong

[l
o Admiral, | l
hietl
" - i
| Litery JAffal ot o

: | NAVE 00 SECTION

U 4. Cndrassy (it Byongr)
31, Bk -M,?,,{ e Wikeobm)
?}? 5/5 o
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Pl ,-"'T-I / ’_jl 6 Veroh 1947 .

lul

o Hoval Sub=hection, Itnlian 1itary JfTelra Section.
Tos iniogtry of Yefanse, NBVY.

Subjects Artaro HREEGERA .

L. T hiive to inform you that everything possible is
TjEI i'lnf't ol (T Lo semure -hh'ﬂ l"‘l""|. B8l it nj.‘ tll] - I'T:l.'].lli:] E'E‘t ﬂf_r 1 i ' an- Tl-n:-tl *1-"-,- '-h{., II-II.I

2 T %411 commnlesta vith you imuedls tely if eny
PTOFTeNH 15 Mhrd,

F Iljnl!- i‘.n.:.i_:'lrl.]‘]’
RITECTOR, TAVAT. SUB=STCTION, TMAS.

Referonce: () Wniglery of larine's lir. B, 1562 of 3 March 1947,
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ik ents Comrnnder Tadpl Podestn! and 7,0, dfriter Arturo Derferis

T+ wonld be apprecisted if you eould inform us

whather the L:lX.A.o« ha 4 sueceeded in obtaining from th

WE & il | ML o & ! . > 4 v \ i v 1 A )

wieosLnv Anthorlities, the releace of Conmontler Lulpil FOUCSLA
=] X . L ] y & - ! . w1 el o =

and P.0. Writer Atturo EBerpgera, men Joned in our 1 exr
P "ol i ¥ YR s L oy .-I:l I|I I:'r-
_:.I .'1||3. I L= 1 q_':_' -||II wd A 1] 1] .'lj RS

NS COSEE D!

ey . -t '#"'-
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lpigirin TRicsnareo ) MARINA = REOMA

A /{/fﬁ—z ot

|

ArcomenTo: . CaplUodio 4l |
0 Oupo Turicere AT L'-a.l"u AERGLET
0 ] |

Frasate POUESTAY Tuleld

ol pilregEs comanichye 84 & atato ROSS LI~
- | ; b
le rnteeta Commigainne di 1 tere pr ¢ le

afil & el 29 LA Mmirisre

suantn FHinli-—

TL CARO DI GADINETZO
II::. --Ii.. T'I.; ':'-I..II I:.‘“I_' i.

2338
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a9 15/045L8/33

Lough translation

BT HCAD U ARTIS WD ALLIED FURLLES

L) The inistry of the Lavy has apprised Lils intetry of the
followins!
' ¥ - - o 1 - 41 i I-| .|-‘."_\_:|--r|ﬂ.'
i cnbembar gy = 111, hil Ay oporavlong woss GLLLL A1 ] 0

| it e LIRS EAY 02 the Tealian nvy '['.-'r[._‘_r ther with

eoowlance with Tl ritd sl auchori-

Ee avil of havin, fos=-

\ 1R LS |
; NG ary d ta 'LIEI,I'
qbd-nlay oropaoaeia.  Lthay w Atey un Lransd
| ok o1 = J-I.'l]'
£ | - I E -||:. I -:.Ilr-rt:t‘l- .[-!': 1YL i
14tical m"igoNn 0L GG A - UT L JULL el AT |
d L

Tt 400 pdldbary and elvilian prisonerd.

i
= i i ] ™ ' = . :"
| 5 ; ylinble 1 1105 Lll'l:-..”;] 11 Ay AE Ll L. Lilg LWwO L "l G-

rEwore nestionsd anly twice during tho Twa

- Ty
14 O11° A LLET i A ubun tne SELvLveld
1ldied Cowmisoion's abtiention wad ca. Li |

b this pmoment, o raesult wus phtained by

- i B -

indetey of Forelgn Affalro would be oblijpod Lo the (e lahels

’ F " =1 1} ]_lF'.'l
iT they could kimdly tuke Into sonaideration the posatbility of 4 iu
. “a - o i

sane with the competont fugoslav authori-

ther examination of the a/m Cit 2388

| T he 1 and repxd ation of tlie two piris=
Lieg, 1n urder tu Bocure the relegse and repatriatlion

onoerg in conceril.
hoosr . Febauary 1LGh, 1947
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gubjecti=Italian Co-operatora Transily/ fi=2

Ehah ] '

0ffice of' the Assiatont Chiefl of Staffl, (e
fial o talls

P v il il hiry-————— ———y—— v - E————l e — e -y ——— e fe—

Comandsr Lulgl FODESTA
FaOs Triter Arturo DERGEHRA

T . T B e - — —  — —— vl <l - e p— c———

iy wa have your commimbe pleasa on the atiached
coryasiondencs, in onar to rerly to ) Allied Comndsolon,
ne to the nositlon of the above naned Italiona,

AL s

2ol C A
-~ ht-enerad.,
76, 0,.C=in-C,

Copy Toi= 10 Allied Conudspion Navy fSub Comdapion e

(your NEC/5915 of 30 Janwary 47 refexrs.
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ALLIL) FORCE HEADJUARTERS
I'PALIAE HILLITANY AFPALRS SECTION
MAYAL SUB SECTION
Pl aCe UL

5 Februnry 1947

Director, Naval Zub Section, Ttalisn Military Alfaire
cgction,
Deputy Adjutant Gensral, Genersl Headruarters.

Subject s Commander Lulgl POURSTR! and P.0. Writer Arturo HERGIG,
iafarencoe: (a) liavy Gub-Commission Lbr., BEC/5G15 of 30 Januvery 1947 .
Inclosure: (&) Corrected copy of referenca (&).

Le It ie roquesled bthat reference (a) be destroyed and enclosure
(4) substituved therefore.

ST
;
L] ! ]

PO REAR ADMIRAL,
DXCL0R , NAVAL SUB SECLION, LMASL.
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raferencen (&) () and (e) cra attachad,

slerer epoontial thst gome adequate yoply be
ety of Mayine esnceyning the relense of sibjoet

:_""t.l E=F L 1 1 i (3 e -
officer ond Tetinge From the pviddunce nt pregent nvailabhle to the
e . | | - ] et i S 2
Wavr fab-Copnisedorn it wonls e v ppeuy thet a fed inite merel ebligation
. 11ior, vnd Great Dritein in portlenlar to escure thle

-
.'I.' B

YeeLe upon
Inmadinte Tolenne.

34 Tt 18 requonted that this matter be treated as moat

Wrrent.
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Trom: MIHISTRY OF MARTNG (Cobinet) ol

TO . I:ITI'E-EI o~ .!I!I.-D-
Date: 26th January 1947

Ref.: D650

and P.0JWriter Arturo BERGEHA

Subject: sommander Dulgl }éﬂﬂ___l-}i%_']‘.&_‘

EJ L t E ._E i— ! 1 5.5. t:.{l K ! |.||.I1l|-UJ-I1 '. I Jlé’
.! !I. - -_l G r-'l| I.I j [1 | j ' : . L ‘ = ]
L] i - L E e ..i.r

tihelir release,

By direction
CHILEF OF CABINET

ey T

e e i 1
28 JAN 1947 |
JLE/Fs | | .
27 s |

2383
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danuary 1946

miseic
of larins,

omar,. i

o - x -\.--.
| -IJ-." ..ILI.-I Lk

rgforance to vour letter B.514 datod 1REL
tasion tme been ndvisaod that

1 1 '--.I w o~ = = Y
u, J:J-.. £ -;' I-.l‘ ik II.' r:ll. .I 1.||| B L

atter hag already been Galten up by Allied TForee leads-
querterd, 0= (CsI.) and & copy of your memorandum has' besn
forwairdad in apther gupporet of the requeat Tor stops v be
taken o affect releasg antd repastriation,

f ¥ I.II' Ly

| * L1 1) e
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TOP_SECRET

To: Naval Sub-=Commission, A.C.; ROME,
Fl"ﬂm= IIEILIDII’- H-i-ln-'llu'-lﬂl'j G"IIILFl-

Ref's EO3/P1/2
Date: 25 Janusry 1946

Sub Jact: Lt. Cdr, Iuigl PODESTA®
P, 0. Wtr, Arturo BERGERA

Reference converaation betwsen Li, Cdr, DaviTﬂ and Miss
Hollick, this is to confirm that the above were attached to a
Mission sent in by this orgenisation, and the claim for assistance

in getting them released is a genuine one,

We have slready taken up this case with G,2,(C.I.), and

are forwarding to them, in further support of our request, a copy
of the letter and memorandum from the Ministry of Marine, which
you passed to us to see, We return herewith your copies,

7 b isdistoes

Ma jor,
fﬂI‘ ﬂ-ﬂ.-’ I.E-.Lt[:.-’ H--Fi-iﬁ-lﬂ'l
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From; MINISTRY OF MARINE (Cabinet)
TE': Nlﬂiﬂi e I-Ipll'dq- - ﬂ.ﬂ.

Date: 18th January 1946

Ref': B, 514

Sub ject: Lt, Cdr, Luigi PODESTA'
F. O, Wtr, Arturo BERGERA

with reference to your letter NSC/4358 of L.th

January 1946, forwarded herewith is a memorandum showing

the particulars reguired,

CHIEF OF CABINET

4o 81
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particulars in respect or Lt. Cdr. (Wow Cdr.) PODLSTA" Lulgl and
ex=PF.0.Wtr. BZRGERA Arturo, requested by the Navy Sub Commriesion
in its letter NS8C/4358 dated 4/1-46

_——-I-—F_-d--ﬂ-l-pr—ﬂ—H_ﬂ_—‘q—‘—d——_—q—ﬂ-—-‘———ﬂ——

a-b)  Lt.Cdr. PODESTA' Luigi ,

son of the late Luigi and Rosa FACCO, born at Genoa
on 18t March 1898 resident at Piazza Sforza Cesarini No.41,
Rore, moved to Trieste at the end of Decemrver 1944, in order to
carry out a wissiocn of the rost delicate nature on behalf of
the British Authorities, in collaboration with the Italian Army
staff, Intelligence Dept., - he lodged with Hiss. ijaria Luisa

ROCCO of Via Virgilio Ho.Z2

P.0.tr. BIRGHRA Arturo

Son of the .ale Cario and of luria HAGANZA, worn gt
Lanzo Torinese Turin} on wérd Septerver 1905, home address at
Luanzo torinese (Turin), living at Via Virgilio No.2, Trieste,
at the houss of lies liaria Lalsa ROCCU.

) Lt.Cdpr, PODEGTA' left a British base on rool on 4ih
Jepterver 1944, together with Lieat. (Now Lt.ldr. ) ARCHINI ATtilio
having fina. instractions Lror dajor (or Lt.Odr.?) f4ge.

b Cadr.FUDLS YA was given the cover-naume "PUCCINIY and
Lieut. MARCHINLI that ol MBOSSELLI".

Having crossed the enemy llnes tney werc arrested by
the Germans and interrogated scveral L1eES, They were transferred
froe one prison to another, l'row one Comrcand to sanother, until
they arrived in ihe Corticells (Bologna) concentratlon camp,
reserved for those who were to be deported to Germanye

on the evening of 20th September 1944 they managed to
egcape, reaching bologna, il.ian, Verona, and Urieste in turne.

The position of Lieut. MARCHINI, who was too well
known in the Trieste area, becare more and more precarious and
50 Lt.Cdr, PODESTA' authorised him to return to iililan whence he

was recalled to Rome by the Base.

At Trieste Lt.Cdr. PODESTA', contacted P.O.BERGHRA Arturo
with caution, end went to iive in the same house with him in

JE[ﬂLlEI‘:,I" 194 5-

) LT
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Together they irrproved ihe orpanisation, particularly

in respect of snti-sabotage activities 1n the port in which = with
the sid of weuwers of Lae Hepublican lavy and other favoaravle
circurstunces assisting, they achieved 8 priiliant succebBbe.

1045 Lt.Cdr. FODsSSTA' «as arrested by
sRA, and latsr still their landlady
are fate.

On 6th fepruary
the S.5.; two hours later Fo ] RA 6 £
her mother and a friend, sul'fered the 8

They werz all sccused of belonging to the clandestine

Couwmi ttee of Nutional Lipveration in 'rieste.

st them by & certain COLLOTII,

The charge was brought again
n the pay of the Germran

chief of the political Inspectorate, 1
accrelt police.

r everyone, Li.Cdr. PODESTA'
I in his hands owing toO the
arid his misiress.

The situation was serious fo
however, in keeping COLLOTT
h he exerclsed over himw

m, in the hope of saving
he approaching Gerian

succeeded,
great influence whic

In the end COLLOTTIL gssisted hi
hirself by an about-face, having in view 1

catustrophe.

the gerrens Lo anderstand, therefore that

COLLOI'TI guve
worcing with himr.

pUDLaTA' and his collavorators dsere
ith and a hall als of themr were set free.

go Lo the Inspectorate
ct the trick.

After auoul & ol
Only Lt.oCdr. PUDESTA' was ovliged 10
frequently tO avoid cansing the 5.5. 0 H4ABPC

In this wrannelr Lhe whole i lan="Irieste network was gaved.

On Zoth April COLLULTL, I'C
him any «ore, aguidgenuaﬂﬂ¢d Lt,Cdr. poneaTA' and BARGHERA to the
G.8., bDut 11 was now too iate; their maslery wab craroling on cvery
.t‘l"i:"nt "

On 18t May Lt.Cdrs. PODLS DAY Dgcame comranding Ofrice of
the I.H.ll. at Prieste, sssisted by BiltGLHA, but & few hours later
fito's bunds entered the town. The C.L.N. had to give up ites arms.

Lt.Cdr. PODLEST ' and BURGHRA Bucceeded in carrying the
roney which was &t the Commrund to & safe place.

Leading CoOXn. MANISCALCO arrived in time Lo take it to
the house of Colonel PONZO (Collaborator with the PODESTA' group)

and upon his return MANISCALCO was killed.

2317

illlillllllll'l'llll'

alising that no-one was helplng

e
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on 2nd liay 1945 Lt.Cdr.PODESTA' and BERGARA presented
therselves at the "New relander's!" Headguer Lers, where it wasg
decided not to recognise Lt.Cdr.PODESTA' a8 8 collaporator until
confirration was received IYO Romre.

on 3rd May Lt.Cdr. rODISTA' and B:iRGERA went to see
Colonel PONZO. While they were talking to irs. PONZO a Tlto
patrol arrived with an arrest warrant for Colonel Fonzo, Who
was sccused of pro-Itallan sympathies and of keeping arms 1in
his house (a false gccueation). Since the Coionel was not at hore,
Lt.Cdr. PODESTA' was arregted a6 a8 hosiage. BeRGARA , upon British
advice, tried to presznt himsell at the prison, saying : ""The
Allies order thatl Lir. PODESTA' be setl frea, llg, t00, WAD arrested,
and PONZO presented hiwrseif the following rorining.

The slava' charge apgainst PODASTAY , and conseyuently -
dpainst BARGHHA, wWere thoge of (ricAery.

lia jor PAGE, who went tg frieste Tor the express purpoBe,
wus unable Lo have Lhem set ITee.

Li.0dr, PODLGTA' Laligl was reguested Ly lhe Special
group of the [teliuan ANy sitaff - Intelllgence cervice - 1in
col.avoration with the 510th [tulian Service sguadron - Liulson
Officer : uajor PAGE of I1.5.L.D., R.A.A.C. = Cover nawe ior
rissions CORN - ilaBk; strategle infomration on Trieste area.

Authority to sanction the agsignirent of Lt.cdr. PODuSTA"
to this service ifror 18t Aupast 1944, wuB peques bed fror jarina
Roine Ly Lhe General stuff - Intelligence sepyice in iis letter
36601/PAV dated B5th Sepleruer 144 .

ith regard to P.O.ltr. B REIRA Arturo, he was already
at Trieste, whzre he had ocen since 8th UBeptember 1943, at which
time he was serving in the Captain of the port's Office there.

At thez end of September 194% he requested his discharge,
and imrediately began the work against the Nazl-fascists, gathering
inforrwation concerning the port and the Kavy, ready for the
appropriate time Lo save the equipment and the constructional work
of the port, keeplng hirself informed OF the position of mines
which the Germwans were to explLode al the rorent of their surrender.

sefore entering into contact #ith Lt.Cdre. PODESTA', he
collaborated with the "IN:aQ" party directed LY Lt.C0dr. BLIA at
4ilan, to which BrRGARA passed inforration fror lriesie.

SEd. : hEGHLiHE Calosi
'L]H-i-." I.J-L.l.j.ﬂ J: # R # .I."E-

Rowe, 1oth January 1940. pepurtirental Hoad. 2:}715

Glru/ F.




ﬂeclﬂuﬂi“iﬂd E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. 4 o RO AP,

T — S _'-'-. T L I o —

ik

ol AL

0 R 1841
o ves 8 GEN. 792

-flr'-:

. '/Zifﬂi/fﬁ*ﬁ ﬂr/ /..-A . / /;{;.-"f};rf

GABINETTO

NARY SUB-COMNMISSION
HEADQUARTEES, A.C.

iR, Yoieeramco ) MARINA — ROMA

Gkt AT Ba 514 lipiit

Arcomento: Capitano di Corvetta Luigi PODESTA'
Capo Furiere 2%cl. Arturo BERGERA.-

SEGRETO

.;E"*jrm}Hj =

WIS s Con fiferimento al vostro foglio
NSC/4358 in data 4 Gennaio 1946, si
troamette un promemoris contenente

le notizie richieste.,~

1L CAYO DI GABINLETTO

) | Co di V.,  G.MARINI

/] 1
e
|
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HADQUATATERE ALLTIN QOSIIHS 10
Hewy PubeCommisslon  APO 204

N4G /2358
4 Jemanry 1946

Havy Sub=fomipni-n, Hy. Allied Commission.
Mind otry of Marine, Fome,

Lt, CAre Tadgl IUMESTAY and P.O. Wors hrtavo YERGERA,

With reference to wour lother B.15629 dated 27th Nacember

1945, 1t ie requested thet the following informstion be furnished in order
thet noveseayy stapno mey be tekem to epply for the relenpe of the dhove named

a)
h)
¢)

5

)

Nomioiles of officer end roting.
Pate and pines of birth of officer and roting.
The pertienlers of the mission on which they wers pent,

P whonm the misoion wae mithordeed, Copies of relativa
corregoondenios mnonld be Dumistiode

o VL mnn,
Y o U BT NANY
G REAR ADWIRAL
CHIF , NAVY SUB=COIRTSTION, AC.

LT JAN 1946
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From: MINISITRY OF liARINE (Caovinet)
‘1‘0 H .I."IIHII'L.-:I' . }{IQI e A-Di

Date: 27th December 1940

Refe: Be15629

Subject: Lt.Cdr. PODESTA' Lulgi - P,.0.Wtr. BERGERA Arturo.

[ 1 4 a0
ﬁlﬂ how ) 21"

l. On 4th September 1944 Lt.Cdre PODESTA' ILuigl and
P.0.Wtr. EERGERA Arturo were sent on & special task behind the
enery lines and they were arrested by Jugoslav Partisans in
Trieste on 3rd and 5th May 1945 respectively on charges of having
dissemrineted anti-slaw propaganda.

De Tt is learned from & good source that Lt.Cdr.PODESTA'
and BERGERA were transferred recently, by the Jdugoslav Authorities,
fromr the Mental Institution of Lubiana - which is being used as a
prison - to Concentration Caemp No.114 near Koceva (Novo M#Bt0).

O It is requested that the necessary stepe may bLe taken
for the release of the above BervVicemens

bEgd., THE MINISTsR




BEST COPY POSSIBLE
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Tboclasaified B.0. 12386 Saction 3.3/8w0 No._ /55 02 O
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T i Ii
;

-7/«3*#-'”, c LJ;C. &q-:"

. Mnirtene

GABINETTO

A NAVY SUB-COMIISSION
HEADQUARTERS, A.C.

IwprRrze TELEEmARco . MARIMM - ROMA

! ﬂilﬁﬁ?g

Arncomento:, Cep.Corv,PODESTA'Iuigi - Capo Fur.2® BERGERA Arturo.

1. I1 Cap.Corv,PODESTA'Tuigi ed il Capo Fur.2” !
BERGEHA Arturo,inviati in missione speciale oltre le linesw
nemiche il 4 gettembre 1944 ,furono arrestati dai partigiani

Jugosglavl a Trieste,rispettiivamente il giorno 3 e 5 ma ik

1945 con 1'aceusa di aver svolt: propagznda antislava.

2 De. buona fonte si apprende che il Comande
PODESTA ed 1]l BERCIRA sono gtati recentemente trasferit
dalle autoriti jugoslave dal lianicomio di Tubianc,zdibi
& prigionc,al Campo dl Concentramento n.ll4 presso oaavy

' o

(ITove liesto).

3 51 pregherebbe wvoler fare gli opportuni ps

onde oltenere la liberazione dei militari di cul sopra.-

| |
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