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THE AGTUAL ATION OF THE PATRIOTS ]  <QRENCE

Report of the Provincial Patriot Office cf IFFlorence

¥ B The Actuel sitwation of the patriots in Florence

The Pabriots of other Repions thot ere now in Florence
amount to no lesa Lhen 600, of whom &bout 500 re in hospitzls
or in the"Centro Rumccolta" which wes cpened & few duys ugo in
Via Lontebello in the "Spusetti School', while the others are
disbanded,

ve shell illustrote these three positions in which the
Patriote find themselves 1

a) Disbanded Potriols ure those thet do not want to lodge ut
the "Centro Raccolta", and have found other cecomodation
either with friend or at some Commnends.

PThese many swount to sbout 120-130 2nd sre the more fortunste
ones, because they sre neither wounded nor ill and have set-
tled themselves better then they could hove done ath Centro
Reccolta"; but these men are in no way controlled end the
feot itself thet they do not live at "Oentro Ruccolta" shows
£ kind. of protest.

b) Patriots lying in hospitsl, ere cbout 220, end are in the
verious hospitels of Florence. The berefit of the Ration "M"
and without being able to controll it, they have the entire
retion which is due to the Patriots, when cen say that the
accomodetions in the hospitels ware fairly good.

When wounded and sick patriots cre dismissed from hespitals
they mre given 30- 60 onm 90 drnys convalescence; but these
copvalescence which should be = period of rest toc rebuild

the excusted orszenisms the patriots pass 1t now zt the "Centro
noceolta" whera they get the treatment stated in the following
paragraph 'C!' the same can be seld of the mu'bilaﬂaﬁlﬁ Wﬁﬁﬁiﬂg
ip the hospitels i 3

c) Petriot at the " Centro Reccolta®. A few days ggo the building
of the "sresetti schnool" in Via lontebello was reqguisitioned,
g1 ¢ the pubtriots heve been lodged there (gboutb0) those that at
fiprst hed been in Via delle Sculs 8t the refugees' Camp snd also
those thet lately have crrived in Florence., In the Refugee's
Gamp Conter there are today two hundred and seventy paftriots.
The school house contains large and spuclous sechonlelagssronms.
The trectment the Potriots regeive is the following:

Two or three blanketis,

the poasibiliti to teke baths gt the Nefugees Clump. /ﬂﬂ;' f}
[/

Flour for making bread 2r.250
" i i l]E.ﬂ tlE 11 ..LEU
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Vegetable po.uer L AT FE
Vegetubles " 60
iiect stew . 60
SRZer u 7
ldilk in powder i 30
oalt " 9

The kitchen is in the open, and without roof, There pre only two
woter taps for the Putriots to wash at, one on the ground floor
end tie other on the Tirst floor.

Order is meintain ed in the Berracks by the Patriots them-—
selves who zre sentries, do the clemsning up &nd the cooking
tiiemselves.

This center is well dlsciplined.

WYhet is essentially needed &nd should have immediate atien-
tion is the following
Mesa: The bread and food rations must be sumented -The Patriots
are all youpspeople and need suflicient nurishment especlally
«fter the hardships of the front line,

Clothes, underwear =nd bcots

Patriots crrived with clothes in & very bad state , thelr boots
cre torn :nd often unmenduable » Ther themselves are generally Tull
of lice and mony have scabb; 1t is not enough thiot they are uble
to take a bath, if aferwurds they ore oblipged to put on their old
dirty clothea, and it is impossible to have the clothies washed and
clecned if they do not possess a change- it is ferred ulso that
the scibb and lice propagabte umongmst the patriois.

Dedding- When One can not allow the Patriots U0 continue to sleep
on the floor , as they are =zctuually doing; only 28 have e materesses
to sleep on, it is indispenseble to find strow for them.
Wood-=it is necessury to provide wood for cooking purposes ca wegl
-8 heating . The Putriota have to be able to cook, broken up and
burnt the school benches - A truck huas been asked for to go in the
ccuntry to get wood.
Noter—~baps: it is necessary to heve others put in .
Convelescent home - if ib is rnot possible to have & real convalescen
houie for the sick, mutilated and wounded petriotbts that leave the
hogpitels, it is necessary to create gpecial ward to give Them
apecinl treatment and possibly beds ot coels and better focod.
Cirarettes: Nearly ell patriots cre smokers but they receive neither
clzarettes nor tobacco,. oA

1004

Pleuse notice:

1) That there exist already & guthering center for patriots in Via
Gs1liano, which funcfoned well : it wes suddenly requisitioned
by the Allies without previously letting this Office know.

2) This new center has been constitued of repeated adnsistence of
thias office, which has had to overcome many difficultiesa end

= D
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and resistence and wes established in & gre=st hurry when it was

pozsible thet other patriobs were arriving, &8 1in foet they did,

3) That Patriots are not aslkinz for anything specinl, they heve
been disillupiaged and paindd by the treutment they have receil -

ved =nd thia coculd posgible provoke xmud & dimonstration of
protest,

This office feels it 6 1ts duty to cobtain thet this state of
things should chiénge as scon as posgsible, because doas not
deem right or Just, that those whe have perdiormed their duty
ahould not receive the welcore they deserve mnd that they
Heve the right to expect.

Tnat in the fellowing daya pegtriots will continue to flow into

IFlorence, they belornz to the units who up to now were in connec-

tion with AllieddTroops, &nd functioned in venguerd and in the

units thet were occupied territory : two of this units have al-
resdy cor ageously crossed the enemy line in compecet units,mhan
one, Commander by Capt, Nzrdi not only brought back its own
armg but clse 30 Germzan pradoners (hey have czoplured.

Following the proclamation of Genersal Alex=nder which impresased

them profoundly because in substance it told them to lay down

the arms and tp live ©=s best they could, the Patriots were unable

Lo remsin where they were : to return to their occupied villezes

and towns wes impossible and nment® sure deathe; to remein Where

they were vwes alao impossible end it was csking Tor devthe,
owlng to the westher conditions cold, they want of proper clo-
thing and food.

It carl be cilculate that in a little while the Putriots in Flo-

rence will smount to sbout two thousand if not more.

4) Ilecessiary provisions required to solve the Patriot question.
e patriot gueztion could edsely be solved - 1f there were
only & few offices nnd few peuple to wttend to i 3 snd onee
15 esteblished who is to loak cfter patriots and surnising
follow bhe logiecal consequerices, ‘1@63
Ihe surmising sxounta to this 3 ;

It is undiscutably necessery, for the Itslian Government os
well =5 For the Allies o schknowledre that petriots are mi-
litery men and thila is proved by the facet that the privilesed
pension of war ig awerded to wounded und mutilated potriots
and s=ne ceremonies are grented to the following patriots

and therefore the necesaary conclusion is bthet 3

Tie treatement due To thne patriots ig thev whieh ig given

to bthe Army.It is also evident thet thes treatment io due

to the Patriots from the dgy they croua e Lines and
wrtil they are effcetively smobilized returning to their
own homes, ar joining the forces ete,.lc.
Applying ®eét rigsorously thése principcs the petriot probrem
is autonatically solvied, bectuse if the patriots are in the
army ure copdidered as military they should s&lso heve @

= =
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1) 4 barr._.c of their own,

9) The same ratilons nu given to the army

3) Comforts as allowed to the srmed forees.

4) Tebaocco as given to the army

5) Folding beds or materssses with strow.

6) Clothing, underwesr end boots so they should not suiter
from the cold snd sre eble to chiange WICETWRET,

7) The possibility to pess period of convelenscer in = wey to
build up the organismus .t

8) The possibility to have sowme honest amenieties to keawe 1if¢
the presaed moral.

) i minimum pay, for smell expenses,

15, RAPPRESENTANTE CENTRO IL. RAPPRESENTANTE DEL C.L.I,
MILTTARE Signed: Avv. I,TROMBETTI

Signed : Maggiore G.Terrosi

24 llovembre 1544.
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