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:ZSL’HHEELLIQH PATRIOT BANDS IN MOHE ALPS.

The position of Putriot Bands in the Alpine Districte of
AeCeC.s Hoglone X, X1 and XII appears to be gpproximately the
following t

Top See?

1. Region X (Pliedwont wnd Ligzuria)

A) Province of Cuneo

It appears that the bandsg Iln and around VAL PEIIO, upper
TANARO Valley and in the LANGHE (BHlly district east of upper
TANARO) have been brouth under o unified command and liave been
divided into three Divisionsg: °

18t Alplne Division in ViL PESIO
2nd Alpine Division in upper TANALO valley
Brd Alpine Divislon 1n LANGHE

The three Divisione are conneoted with the C.,L.N. and may
have & total of about 4,000 Patriotsm.

The bands between COL DI NAVA and COL DI CADIBONA are pro-
bably connected with the three Alpine Divisions.

There is no news if the feirly large Patrioct Band at COL
LI TENDA has been re-~formed. It had dlspersed durdng a combined

German-fasclists noPping-up operation,

In VAL DI DEMONE was reported at end of July the preseace
of u Giustlzlia & Tibertd Brizade of about 500 Patriots. The
Drijade included numerous mllltary elements.

A small bhand eround 100 Patriots is reported 1n VAL GRANA,

In VAL MAIRA and VAL VABAITA wesa reported at end of July
the presence of another G.L. Brigade of about 400 Patriots.
An Italian Army band looated in lower LIATRA valley 1a probably
connected with the G.L. Brigade,

In upper VAL DI PO was roported prepence of a band of
about 250 Patriots around CRISS0LO, ['“J

ke LT
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f
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In Val PELLICH, centre of the Itallian Protestant Zect of
the "VALDE3IY, was reported at end of July the presence ol a
well-orzanized G.L. Brigede of 500 to 700 Patriots, posglibly und
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An Itelian Army band of about 200 men was r»eported to
be unde’ Capt. HIVOIH,

In VAL CHISONE is reported the presence of several larse
bands, sonme of them Army bands, other Action Parity bands orzs-
nized in G.L. Brigades. In lley there were no more than thn auv-
tonomous bandsg. Now they have probably congolidated into a lar-
ger unit which is ryeported to control entirely the wvalley.

In VAL SUSA was repGrted at end of July the presence of
not less than 1.500 Patriots.

It appears that 900 of them, mostly Communistes, were orga

nised into two Garlibeldl Brigadeg located around GIAVENQO =znd
the kakes of AVIGLIANA.

In VAL DI LaNZ0 (dncluding also VAL DI VIN, VAL DI ALA
emd VAL GRANDE), ls reported the presence of one Garibeldl Divi-
gion including three Garibgldl Bripgades. The Division appears
to be in control of the entire valley and to be formed mostly
of communigt and Iteliesn amy eleuents.

It 1s not known if Italian army Patriots who are report-
ed to be under Gen. VERCELLINI in +the lower LANZO valley, are
included ox not in the Garibaldl Divilision.

U) Piovince of AQSTA

—*-H._I_-‘.—m

In VAL D'AOSTA, one of the largeat Alpine vallaye, was
raported at end of July the presence of G.L. and Garibaldl Pri-
gudes, wlth a tutel strength of about 2,800 men, falrly well
pamned. These bands appear (o be located whiefly in the follow-
ing diatrictst VAL TOU!NANCHE end VAL D'AVRAS, V.L DI FLENIS,
BERTHLER 4'ARTANAVA and VAL GRISANCHIE, Ly SIS

It is reported that iltallian Army Patrliot Bande in the
VAL D'AOSTA are under the leadership of the formex Fascist leade:

DE VECCHL.,

In VAL SOANA (south of VAL D'A0STA) was reported the
presence at the end of July of a band about 300 strong, with
centre at LRIBARDONE,

The presence ol speverel lialian army bands of undeter-
mined gtrength ip reported in the upper VAL LOCAHA.

of o
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In the hilly section of CANAVLSE ig reported the presen-
ce of a band of about 400 Patricts uwnder Cupt. RUEBRIO, at and

LK |

arowid COURGHNE. Anothery band appears to be at NOCCA CANAVESE.

1t apprars that tliere is a conecentration of bands in the
digtrict around BILELLA. Somo of the bands are reported to be
organized in two Garibaldl Brigades with a total, in July, of
600 to TOO men,

Also 1n tine DBILELTEGE 1s reported the presence of largze
groups ol dlsbanded oificers and men of the ltalian Army. Until
recently they appeared to have only a rather looge organisation.

. In VALSGECIA 1 reported the presence of about 1,000 ammed
Patriots who may well control wmost of the valley between LAKE
ORTA end Mount 0JjA. Theldr H.Q. was recently transferred from
REMGDLA on the [IASTALLONE »iver to 17 AGCA on the SHIMENZA river.

AT one time was in the VALSESLA, and wes leter on report-
gd near Leke OLTA, & well orgaenized Communist band uvnder Col.
MOJCATULLL, The bund appeared to Include about 600 FPatriots.

The WNOICATLLLI band appears to have operated also in the VAL
L'0550LA (prov. of Novura).

In VAL, STHONA wae reported the presence in July of about
400 Patrlots, under Mgjor BELTIAMI (7). One hundred of them
wore in the Distaccauento GRAMSCH, The band is connected with
the Garibeldi orgenizations (military orgemization of the C.L.H.)

On the LOPTANONE ( betwoen Lake BAGCIORE and Lake d'ORTA)
was reported thc presence of a band of 350 Patrlotes, wmost of
them members of thne Action Party (Democrsis) and of the Socla-
Lig® Perty. During mopplng-up operatiocns they had about 100
casualitlien, : E

On the plopea of lignte ZEDA 18 reported the presence of
e band of 300 Patriots, under Major SUPERTI. The baand has abgor
bed smallexr groups exlsting in the zona.

In VAL D'ANTRONA and VAL DI BOGNANCO ( in western Vel
d'Ossola) wae reported in July the presence of a burd of about

500 Patriots., It is not knowvn 1f they belonged to Garlbaldil,
iustizle & Libertd o¥ Italian amy formations,

o/ s
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In CENTOVALLI (eastern Val d'Ossola) appears to be s band
of gbout 400 Patriots.

Including other gections of VAL A'0S30LA, there may be
in the valleys of the provinee of NOVARA ap many as 2,500 or
3.000 Patriots. It ls not known if the varilous bands have asreed
10 come under a unlfied command., It is likely thet the distinc-
tion between Garibaldi, Glustizla © Libertd and Italian army
tormations still remainsg.

__-__:u.:::(}ﬂﬂ::‘:r"*-_-—-

In the Alpine velleys of Pieduwont, there may have been
before the recent influx of fresh enthusiastic recruits, as meny
as 15,000 to 18.000 organized Putriots. It sa1ould be remelbered
however, thabt not all the Patr. ots came wider the derinition
ol a Patriot given by A.C.C. It is known that important groups
of Patriots in VAL d4'05500L4, VALSEILA, upper CUNEO PROVINCH,etcw
have actlvely engeyed the cneuy., The same can be said of other
Patriots, as those in VAL d'AQ0STA, ox in the upper VAL LOCAMA.
One reliable source geve the nunber of true Patriots at sbout
4,000,

GellaPe Lformations are one importent feature in the Patriot
movement of IPledmont. Yhey were establishied @hiefly in Turin
and in the other towns and appear to be fairly numerous =snd well
or:unized,

Amons the bands, 1n splte of several attenpts to abate a
uniiled control, distinctions botween Garibaldl, Giustizia & I.i-
berta snd Ltalien Army formations has been maintalned.

S et _':.:I.:]GD'_:'_.;:_-,___.—___ I"h 1,1 L

2. Region XTI ( LOMBARDY )

The posgition of the mein Patriot bunde in the Alpine
areas of Iteglon AL eppears to be approximately the followlng

[ o T Sl e - =L E R - s

1t appears that N.VW, of VARESE are seversl bands of armed
Patriots. Gome of them may be under the leadershlp of Col. BET=
BONI. A source reports that there mey be as mony as 2000 Patriole

o/ o




Ui il el bt 8
i

o TR T
S S

. '."I-.'i_ j "r.f .
ﬁfﬁ'r:llaasitiad E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. /umJiﬁé’

L Lty -
L%H':I _‘_ | . S i S i

In the triangle between CONO, LECCO and the Lake of
COL0 was reporbed soue tlue ago the presence of about T00 Pa-
triots. It appears that most of them belong to Iltalian ADny
Patriot Bandg,

In Vel DYINTLLVIy between Leke COL0 ond the Swligs bor-
der wae reported at end of July the presence of a C.L.N. band
of about 150 Patriols.

B) YALSASSTNA
In the VALSASOINA end in the lionte GHLIGIA axe gseveral
bandg, most of them connected with tae C.L.W. Taree hundred

i

arned Patrliots were repor ted ve gy DERVIO, N.We. of lount GRLGNA.

TR B

Two larze concentrations of bands are reported in thils
aren. One soubth of the ZPLUGA Pasa, cloge to the Swlas border |

and nnother one around the COL A'APTICA,

Wost of the bands appear to be of the Italian Army type
and to azve been rather inactive, The Itplien Army Patriot
Bunds may nunber anything up ©o 2,000 Patriots.
| A O L.N. band of about 400 Putrlota exlisted near S.PIE=

PRO DLiBUNHO, west of SONDIIO and a goaller one near MORBAGNO.

- — e ————

It wag reported at end of July that there were no leps |
than 500 well orpganized and well armed Patriols {(pugaible under |
BIANGII ?) besides a much larger nuiber of dlsbanded personnel
of tne Itolizn Army and other relugoes. L0

I

E) VAL SERIANA

— . e -, S

|
f It is reported that orgenized Patriots in VAL SERIANA
E are sbout 500,

P) Val CAMONICA

—-_-‘-—d_

Bends have been 1ln existence in Val Cumonicu since the
early deyo of the ammlstice. Hopping-up cperationas have been
undertaken by the enemy several tlmes, Delore the latest influx
of fresh reorults,there mey have been aboutb BOO or; mnized Pe-
triots under Col. PERENTINI. Four smallex bands were rceported

in the area,

i/
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G) Val TRMPIA

o I N

At the end of July was reported the presence of about
600 organiged laltriots.

... .;.::.".*[']DD: 2T T o e—————

In the Alpluc vazlleys of Lombardy there hes been sinceé

the days of the Aarmigtlice & large number of people wio were

rying to avoid being conseoripted for fighting or for work by
the enemy. The work of orgmnizing these refugees into Patriot
Bands appear to have been carried out with less speed and pos-

glbly with less guccess thuan eltiner in Plednont or in Aemllia,
The number of HuLnnLlul Patriots in tae Alplne valleys of Loubar-—
dy ln probably relatively amalls. t 1g possible taet the areas
in which Patriota have been most asctive myre VALSASIINA and VAL

i

Hfek
':H.L 't.-'d.I.JL_-'a.l

in attenpt was made in Lombardy o organize bands ilnclud-
ing Italian Aruy Patrioty, Action Perly IDenmocrats and Commwniints.
It appears that the niming-un of thesge variouws celements in the
Patriot bands hes not gilven satisfesctory resulits.

Outside the Alpine valley, the Patriolt organisations ol
Lombgrdy is calefly based on G.A.. groups,

-
b

Region XII ( VEITLTIA )

Proviaslcenolly, the presgence of the Ifollowlng groups of
Paotriot bands are reported in the Alpine valley ol Region XII
( Venezia Buganea only).

A) on llonte BALDO, east of Lake GARDA, was reported the prosen-
ce of about 500 Patriots, under FPRANCUINI (?). They sppear %0
be mostly Iltalimn Army Patriots.

B) COLLI EUGANML and MONTI BURICT

“*Hﬂuﬂuu

A larse number of refugees found shelter in these two
groups of hillls. Tiue fijure given of about 4.000 Patriots in the
ge two areas 1ls likely to ¥e rather exaerateds It ia reported
that in the MONTYI BERICI the Petriots arce under I HE?} (7).
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C) PASUBIO - ASLACO - GRAPPA
Crowds of refugees of dighanded officers and men of the
Italian Army, of members of untl-rascipt and satvi-Gerion organl-—
sations went for emelter to taese arcas. Tt 1ag difficult 0 asse3w
how many of the 20,000 people reported in thecge areas have heen
organiged in Patriot Bands., One repors gtated that the enemy nad
completely cleared loniue GCRATPA of Patriot Bands.
ratelli Bandiera® which 1m reported

The Bariboldl Brigede "W
jot bends in this

located amround SCAI0, 1d probably oune ol the Paor
BYGE»

=g el i kel e — ELE i i i

North of VIDTTORIO VEHST0 is renovrted the bpresence of a Go-
ribeldi Brigede "Nino Nanetti",

It appeers thet in the mountalng North of the Line TREVISO
— VITTCLTO VEIUT0 bhere gy bt ap mARy a3 4,000 Patriots. Only e
minority of Them 1ave nInS. The Drigate Hino Hanetitd ig probably

one of these bands,

In the AGOREDITINC (north of Belluno) was raported 1in duly

;he presence of about 500 Patriocts.

A band of 250 Fatriots was reported lumedliatoly north of

PLLTRE .
several large bande are reported 1ln the CADULL,
be moetly Italian ATMY Patriot Bondg.

They may

Two thousand (?) Patriots are reported around HONTE CAVALLO
and 600 (7) sround ADDOBBLADERE p oy A
R

£) RLIULI

Tt 1s reporbed that zn Italion AXNy Patriot Brigade ig 10—
cated in the upper FRIUVLT, uader 16 legderehip of VIERDI. The H.0.
of thig Brigede (Brilgata 0:0PP0) is reported to be at PIEBLUN2O0,
The nusber of Pautriots 1ig approximately 500,

A Garlibaldli Brigade, mostly Communigt is roported in upperx
FRILLI, not fexr Ifrou the 0u0LT0 Brigude.

Tan the upper I3ONZO welley there may be more than a ThoL-
sand Patriots. The region Rhowever ig mlreandy part of the arca
under the control of lMarshal TITO.

o/
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JUGANA, around GRIGHO,; TOLVE, SELVA,

In the upper VAL
irly large nunbers of more OF

is reported tie HIregoNce of fa
legs organlzed Lterllen Army Fabtriols.

between VAL dei HOCHLN

Ifl vfﬂ- lﬁLG '| .":. .I...|..:'E .{".'
pogalbly o 000 Italian

dei PINI 1w reported the pIrescnce ol
ATILY Patrlota.

Ag 1t has been the cases

Lomburdy (Region ZI)y in the Alp
XII) there has been alnce the days of the

lar;e number oL people who were trying
ed for Lighiing ox forx work .

ine valley of Venetis (Reglon
armistice a falrly

a it appears that the larsegt
concentrations of people in hiding from the "uaclste and the
the first ranges of mountains

Germans were anlony the DREALPL,
north of the Venetian plaings blonte
PREALPL BRLLUNESIL, eto. Other

PIANO d*ASIAGO, MONTE GRAPSAy
groups could be rownd in the two hilly districts of the MONTI
BIPICT and COLLL ATLB AN L,

fThe worle of organizing part
Lnas bean caxried oud cniefly by palitical
the ITtulian anbi-Lfascelst partiea and by O
od Italian Army. Among The political eleuonts,
have been bthe Comaunlstsy the Action Party lLemoc
gome Onristlan Domocrata. Ttallan Army Patrlot bands nave
probably had a better organization than Putriot bands led by

political olementa connacted with the Colelie

It 1s difficult to ass@Ss the nwubeyx
Patriots in Venetia. A rasclat source geve tné flgure

5,000 in the early July. The figure ls
Pigures given in this report include people

bands a@ccaslonally.

The GeA.P. Organiz
reported to be falrly sbrong.

In the case of Venetl

af true ltalian

1 Fig | Id-:'i.

ation in the towns of Venetia 18

o/ s

~7c7 F;IC}/{‘}'J

ﬂgﬁlhﬁﬂified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. /,ﬁ

in Piedmont (Reglon ¥) and in

to avoid being congeripi-

BALDO, MONTI LESSINI, ALTI=

of the refugees in Patriots
slements belonging W

Pricers of the disband-

the moset actlve

rate and also

of shout
probably & little higheX.
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Eagt of ULINE is VERDLIA GIULLA waere most of Tilo
Patriot bands are formed by either Llovenes (in the North) of
by Croats (in Lae jovti) . Slav bandg aave penetrated pomebings
tie terrlbory north und west of UDING, ©The relationahlp between
Ltaliaon Patriots snd Slav Patriots repreasents one of the dilfiiculs
problemg of the reglion.
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There are large bends zbout 25-30 Km. from TRUNTO.
(26-8-44)
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