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1 8 I discusged the sttached gignal ITBA wilh the CS0 &nd with
Col, Cripps &t the suggestion of the CS0.

B Both agreed that the order lrom EAEEEQchut we should put
into operstion their previous signal 7A of the 171h Hﬂrﬂﬂjﬁtill

leaves unenswered gquestions previously reired Ly Lol HC, «

o In Col. Rehrens' letter 104 it wews polried oul thet shoulder
' fosss a3 e = =8 ’

patcehes did not Fullll Lhe condillong 9L 4 OV ERLLYE T
fpistinctiveness® st =small orms distance,

4 U e Marsover in the siznel 11& these fects were repeated.

i

£ 5e Further 1+ weas represented in that signel that {f recognition to

M Putricls as Prisoners of Wer were grented adeguete provisions for hospitols

zation. clothing end food would have to be frovidsd,

r
-
H 5. I canrot discover in these seblen thet this guestion hes heen
! satiafectorily anewered either,
!

| Ta Anather difficulty, perhaps even gresber, vould be the problem of
scuring sgreement via the Hed Cross or ather diplometic chennels,by th
Garmens to this stetus for Itelian I triote,

B, I suggzest thet SACMED should be remin ol of these alfficultien, as
an snswer ta their lastest ceble, before ctebe are teken to comply.,

. In any event Col Crippes =steled thet this problem was one for CA Seo
to decide gad gzive dirsetions to Peiriols befeore any ection might be taken,

WG, (1) let

william ALS. DOLLAKD
Ma jo1

21 hApril |
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San Roma, 19 “agglo
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Declassified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND N J"'/' (Y1) ’,fr,:
a. b | .

neference Hos 6/12, 5/0A

) L

1, The Combined Chiefs of Staff awgest that if Xtallan

Partioans fulfill the aonditions of Article one of the rogulationn

appended to the Ingue conventiop Ho, & of 1907, a ptatement

should be prepared for issuc by the ltallan Governmernt ataticg the

foote and demandlog trenkmont as ‘risconsrs of dax in the ovent of u

sapture by the opmiys
7 Orgavised Bands worcdng iv the North appear to caaply

with the requirements of the Hogue Corvertlon reforred to in
caragraph 1 above in every prespect othor tan that of wearing
a dintinative cmohlem, The Juprens Allled GCommnder has now
arlered thit auch an erblom will be werr fo aorform with the

eoulations of the llague Qorventlion,

Je T4 13 kherefore regquested that if you agrce you

howld prepare & statemont donanding for Patriots treatment an :
s sorers of War in the event of capture by tho emetiye The 1
otntemant to be  forwarded Yo this Commlsalon for avbmisgion to !
and approval by the Sup:emo 1140d Commandexr and the Counined |

Ohlefs: of Staflf,

LILERY W, BTONS
Neny Admiral, USHR
(thisf Comnisolenar

f /! ' _
.'ra F f ., r .H: .I-'-"r i/"ll' !:::) l::lrj,




?:r‘."l}-l-r' e

8 (A )
'Declaanified E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NHND  No. /;“} JLC e

HEADLUUARTSRS ALLILD COQOO331I0H
APO 32,

LOO L GOVEaENT SUB-COMMISSION
Referorco: bm- jﬁ]ﬂ 231'{.!. ﬁ_[sril.l?h-f}-
Tos “he (Ohdef Comminsioner

(Through Civil (ffuirs Sectiorn).

1. Attached is an Alde Momolre or the subjec! of Prisoner
of Jar Status for Patriots, which is dubmitted for your approvel,

e The terma of the Georeva Corvention require that Militia
in o Volunteer Jorps must fulfill the following aspnditiors:

fa) be coamnded by a persor responsible for his

] subordinates;
(b) have a fixed dlstivctive sipn recognigable al a
distanve;
(0, carry ams openly;

and
(d) ouniuct their operatiors in apcordance with the luwa

arnd cuatoms of war, be.

All +the copditiore dealing with this matter car be found in the
Marnl of lidlitary Law, 1929, Anendment Mo, id; "laws and Usages |
of dor on Lapd”, Chapter XIV poragraphs 22 to 20. 4

Je To fulfill the conditiops regarding the distinctiwe oipn, |
15th .y Croup have oxdered that Patriots workiog under thelr comsmewd I.
ahiould wear ap houillateral Jriangle 15 Certimetres at the base, i
mde of white oloth sewn on the right breast. Iepal HSub-Uomalesion’s .
opinior 1o that this couwoliea with the reqiiremsnts of the Geneva '-

Gonvention,

Lia Phis definition as not been inoluded in the Alde lemoire
for the Arime Minister as it is known by this Sub-Commission that
some Partisans are already wearirg a red and blue ara bapd, and 1t
would seem that acy FPartisars wearing a distirguishable mayk should
be included ir the terms of this re uwest pemding the time that

wndformity has been achieved,

A
: | o Y }f?r
R.R, GRIFPS, Oddofe),
Di.rﬂL.'ltﬂr. T i
LOCAL, GOVERHIENT SUB-COMOSSION.
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Subject : Italian Partisans. -’fﬁf}

Land Forces Sub Conm.A.Cs
( MM:TAL)

RO ME

A/IT/T

HQ., A.C. for C,A. Section __—

T gy g WO S e N e BN T I e S e e m— e e mm—

YA

Hef : AFHQ Signal FX 95I4I,dated I7th of liarch.

Althouzh the partisans referred to in the
above guoted signal are not part of the Italian Army and
therefore IMIA is hot directly resvonsible, it is reaquested
that this HQ may be informed of any decision or action
taken in this matter, in order L1BL the 11n1dt1y of YVar may

be informed.
J/7/Mw G 4y 07

SeFPe ARCHER, Capt.
for Major General,
Mollel vlhe

SPA/To

ARV
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1. Ref sipmal C=5'411 ol 21 Mmrech 1945 I am of opinion that a blac i
shoulder patch, Guards pattern, with the word "Partisama” inscribed in red |
is not a fixed distinctive sirn within the ueaning of ‘rticle 1 of the
Hapue “eculations respecting the Laws and Custons of Wiar on Iand.

e

2, In secordance with previcvusly aceopted principles of internationnl
law a aign, Lo be regirded as Cixzed, must be aubstentinlly irremowablo,
Ctherwise the wearer could relapse at will from the status of belligerent I
o that of nivilian, In thiz wnr the illies have claimed that dutachable {
| arm banda, vwhenm worn, constifute a suflMicient =ipn, and it was no longer
: open to us theretore to insist upon the irrencyability o' a sign in our
treatnent of oneny partisansa, This wvas the wview expreased by you in '

vour letter A B1 59T, 6f 11, October 1944. It is by no means oledr, howswver, .'
that the Germens hnve accepted this view and ohviounly the ..llics carnob

by n unilateral deczlaration changs lto their own advantapge previously

recornized rules of warfare. A shouwlder pateh is e¢learly not irremovablo;

even if sewn on it cen be cut of'f in a matter of seconds il the local

tactical situation nakes this course desirnble. |

[Tt

%« In any event, as youn also peinted out in your lelter, the simm
must be of suftf'icient size nnd sul'ficiently consplcious to be recopnizalble
at a distance. You stated that the test for this wan that the sign must
bae visible at convenient omall arms ronge - 150 to 200 yards - in normal

S Light and by the niled eye. I respectfully concur in kids opinion. The
sipn is intended to cont'vr upon its werrer the ripht under the rules of
war Lo use wearonsa ngzoinst encry troopa, Obvionsly therefore it must be
sulficiently conspicons to identify its wearer to cnemy treoops, who obiserw
hin, aa a prover tonrpet forr their ovm fire. It eannot in my opinion be
surreated that a blaclk ashoulder ptch, even with red lettering, could be
identifdied at 150 yards, orr indeed a much shorter range, with the nalked
eye,

L. Un the prineipal ground therefore that the sigm could not be

LALNY

L E A i iy
i i i -' ¥ | II
p— . Sy’ — _— —
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recornized at a distince and also on the subsidiary ground that it
igs not irremovable I am of opinion, as stated, that it does not

1 g x : . - - e
constitute & "fixed distinctive sijm recognizable al a distance .

MLL-T_ |

We k. BEHREHS,
L'}glﬂﬂl;‘.l,
Deputy Chiefl Legal Advisor,
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STGEEY, STATUS OF FARTISANS 15 SUBJECT.
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“HE GEKNANS ANE FREPARED TO CONCYDE THE SUBSTANCE OF Tilll SUATEMINT. THE POSITION
GF ACC T SUD FACILITATING Tl WAKTNG OF A STATEMENT NOT UNDBRSTOCD.

3, 1IN ELFLY TC YOUR 1A TFE HAGUE CONVENTION DCES NOT SET ANY CONDITIUNS AS TU

@ UNIFOHN OTHER THAN THS WEARIKG OF A FIXED DiSTINCTIVE FMBLEM RECUGNIZABLL AT &
LISTANCE.

75 A3 DRISUNERS
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