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: K I discussged& the sttached gignul 8\ with the €350 and with
Col, Crippa ut ithe suggestion of the 0S50,

o

2 Both agreed thuat the order from SACHED, thuat we should put

into operution their previoug signal 7A of the 17th lereh still
leuves unanswered questions previonsly reised by thle HE .

r 3 . In Col. Behrens' letter 1OA it wap pointed out thet shoulder
| petches did nol fULLAT Lhe condltiong of "irrenovshle wnd
| “distinctivenrse® et emall arms distance.
L. toreover In the signel 11A these focts were repeated.
| 5 Further 4t wus represented in that signel that if recognition to

Futriote sa Prisoners of War were grented edequete provieions for hospitole
izetion, clothing Bngd food would heve to bz provided,

# g . - :
&, I cennot discover in theege cgbles thet thie gquestion hae besen
satiafectorily anewered elther,

i hnother difficulty, perhsps even greeter, would be the problem of
~ecuring egresment via the Red Cross or other diplometic cheannele, by the
Garumens to this status for Itelien Petrints,

G I suggest that SACMED should be rewinded of these difficulties, es
En anawer Lo thcir ledest cable, befare stedbs sre teken to comply.
9. In eny svent Col Cripps steted thet this problem was one for CL Sec

to deelde and sive directions to Petriots befiore eny action might be teken,

W, fb b

21 April 4% William ALS. TOLLARD
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Distinetive of honour (ribbun) for the mombers of the Corpo Volontard

dqellis Liberta.
The decres conceribdrge the insatitution of auch -1.I:‘+1;l"!n::'l.:_in"f:1ﬂ=- Deinyg

published in the Gazzatts Uificiale,

(Letter of HOOT N, 4509/TLT. of 15 June 45.)
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Criginntior’s. folerioncy

Date Time of Origin EFR 221916 Mite Thme Bee'd L1t ':?aj feon
) R R I

Fyocodefipe: FRICTITY
FROM ! AFHR, SICINED ‘ST CITE FHET

TO ACTION 15 ARNY 3P INFO SOMNTO, ALLON |

St Gk

8l will be dyed ved or

. ather dintinolilahine colons RaFfare. Fatiim Fo
clour before belng ismyed,

IS

INFO-MSTION C & FUCTICN

INFC LIPS TDENT

CIHIEF COLMISSIonEs:

:: UXFE CaMeInsSIONTR
| PETRTOTS BR
IAID FORCES SC
FIT1E

Sl e

G LM

£l

.I|-—I




23%ed Apxdl; 29456

Reference [Tn, 6/12, 5/04
1s The Combioed Ohlef's of Stafll a ot that 1f Itallen

| Parbloons Pulfill the oprdltionn of Artiole one of ihe regulations

E appended to the Fague Comvention o & of 1907, o stotensot

should be prepared fer lspus by the Italian Govermuewd stating Uhe
facts and depaniing treabment as Frinopersy of War in the event of

| capturs Dy the oneny,

2y Orgarised Fends workdvg iv the North agpeax Go aomply
with the roaulremewts of the Hogwe Comventlon referred o in
| pamcruph 1 ohove in every renpect other than that of wearing
| an disbinctive egblem. Tho 8 ALl42d Oomsnnder han row
| arvldred that guch on emblen w bo woxst to conderm wlth the
Reculabions of the Hague Corventles, =

Je It 1s thereforo requenbed that i you agres you
hould propare & statement desanding foa Pabriots treatiosnt as
| Prisoonss of Wer L the event of coplure by the emery, The
i Statemant $0 bBo' Porwarcdsd to this Cemmisalon for submlssior 1o
and aoproval by the Supreme . 1lled Oomsander and the Qombinsd

Chiefa of Staflfls

]

:|"'I. ) |
I

| ELIAAY W, BTOME
Rear Admival, USHR
(hief Comnlasions

{/ s Yed/ A .J'I ' -
Lh Led (& T ””’-’w",-"f”' "‘425

/
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HEAD UARTERS sJEIED C O 1aT0N
APO 394
100/ ks Gy SUB-CONMMISHION

Beb. G20
(/224 5/0A 2%5pd Aparid, 134D

he Ohdef O ol ool oner
(Through Civil Aflalra Soctlon).

1. Abached im ar Alde 1ameire or the aubject of Prisomelr
of ay Shatus for Fatriobs, which is dubmitted for yomr appovRLs

2 The terms of the Gu.neva comvertion redulire that MilLitia Gy

.l-.

in a Volunteer Uorps mant fulfill the followies condiitionn:

fa) e commendsd by o pexrson rosnopsible for his
aubirdipaves

(b) hove o fixed dletirctive sign reopgrisable at a
distance;

LG GayTy BImd apenly s

rgsd

(¢) oorduct thefllr operations in aowordanco with the lawe

and cuntoms ©Of Wi

ALl the copditions denling with this mattor ean be foumd in uhe
Yerunl of lllitary lLaw, 1929, Arendnent Ko, Lo "lags and Uoegen
of War om Land”, Chapter XIV paragraphy 22 to 28,

Je Po fulfill the eondléions rogaraing tho aletinctliwe oipgR,
156h aymy Group have ondered that Patriota working vnder thelw comunand
alyould wWear an Kanllateral "'vlepgle 15 Ocpblmatyes at tha baso,

mde of white cloth sowp DR the right Dreast. Legpl. Gub-0 el caion’ B
opinior As that this eompliss with the requiremsnts of the Uenova
Conventilon,

O Phisn definitiom Aag evot been inoluded in the Alde llempire
for the Frime Minlsler as it ip oo by this sub-Opmmdasion that
some Poxdtisarns or'o already weering a red and blos ara bapd, and it
would geem that avy Partlsans wearing o ddstinguishable mexie should
he ipaluded in the texms of this reauvost pendirg the time thatl

imiformity has boen achleveds

‘Alf (Ll

R.R, OHIETS, Oodp

Director; FGL ?‘;‘?'ﬁ

TOGAY GOVERRMENT SUB-COMISSI0N
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e ALCOW INFO HQ 15 ARMY GROUP SCVTO
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Request conteined in your para 5 your L1l0

Heatener on NAF 86) (%) hus been dsapstched,

-4 APR 1943

of 23rd Merxrch is sapproved,
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subject : Ttalian Partisans. /

Land TForces Sub Comm.A.C.
( M.M.I.A.)

ROME

A/TT/T
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T — i — e W e S S T R e e S i mapresi e —

H-Q- h‘ﬂ' fDI. Eiﬂu Eﬁﬂ'tiﬂﬂ S -
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A

Rel : APHQ Signal FX 95T4I,dated I7th of March.

T TR

Although the rartisans referred to in the
above quoted eignal are not part of the Italian Army and
therefore MITA is not directly responsible, it is reguested
tnat this HQ may be informed of any decision or action
taken in this matter, in order Lhah 1] 113 Minis: LrJr of VWar may

be informed. .
/ “”%Zf (el ﬂﬁaf”f’ |

Def e ARCHER, Capte.
for lajor General,
J-'] lI‘l-i-]- -'FL -

STA/Tc
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Cith SCITO FHOM Gy ALCOM CLTE ACGAS DAILKE
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pY FIATEEN HRVMY GoUP DO NOL CONSTITUNG & FIXED DISTLINCTIVE SIGHN FITHIN THE MEANING OF
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oN e GLolNLs TEAT THEY Al NOT SUFFICIENTLY CONSPICUDUS TO HE HIG GNISAELE AT &
ULsTh Gl PD REQLADED As BEIJENTIAL THAT THE BATCHES BE OF LARGER oldk PP FURTHER
RECOMMEND THAT THE WORD QUOTE PATRIOTT UNQUOTE 00 USLD L[HSTTAD OF QUOTE EARTIGIANL

UQUOTE 1D
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A¥0 392
LEGAL SUB-CO ISSTION
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AC/ 11 59/1, 22 March 191

SUBJom . Patriots,
™0 : V0L Sec,

705

i .

1. Ref sigmal G-5/411 of o1 March 1945 T am of opinion that a black
shoulder patch, Cuards pettern, vith the wor "Partisans" inseribed in red
is' not a fixed distirctive 8imm within the eaning of irtiole 14 of the
Hagne “epulations rospecting the Laws and Customs of Yar on Land,

2 In accordance with previously accepted principles of international
law a sign 3 Lo be regarded as Cixed, must be substantially irremovable,
Otherwise the weaver could relapse at will from the status of belligerent
to that or eivilian, In this war the 1lies have claimed that detachable
arm bands, when "orn, constitute a sufficient #ign, and it was ne longer
oPen to us theretore to insist upon the irremovnbilitjr 0l a sign in eur
treatment of ‘nemy partisans., This was the view exXprogssed by vou in
your lotter :‘:—.ﬂ{:’h]f}ﬂ--’i[, of 14 (letobar 1944, It is by no lieans clear, however,
that the Cermmns have accepted this view and obviously the .1lies canuot
by 2 wiilateral decleration change to their own advantage breviously
recomnized rules of warrare, A shouldep pateh is clearly not i:Tr.mmvahle,'
even if sevn on it can be cut off in a matter op seconds if the local
tactical situation makes this course deairsble,

Je In any everit, as you alao pointed oub in your detter, the sign
must be of sufficient size and sulfficiently conspicious to be recognizahble
at a distance. You stated that the teat for this was that the sign muat
be visible at convenient small arms range = 150 to 200 yards - in normal,
light And by the naled eya, T espectfully concur in this opinion, The
sign is intended to confer upon its we:irer the right under the rules of
war to use wespons arainst enemy Eroops, Obviously therefora it must be
aufficiently conspiclous to identify its wearer to “nemy troops, who observe
him, as n Proper turget for their owm fire. 71t cannot in my opinion be
suzgested that a hluel shoulder pateh, even with red lettering, could he
identified at 150 yards, er indeed a much shorter range, with the npaked
eye.

4o  Un the pri neipal ground therefore that the sign could not he

LA4RY
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recognized at a distance and also on the subsidiary rround that it
is not iiremovable I am of opinion, as atated, that it does not
constitute a "fixed distinctive siym recognizable at a distance".

lﬂJ'LA,'LLr-T.m-,- )

L ﬂ:t ‘:F:'_E]:it-:l .‘L 3 3
Colonel,
Deputy Chief Legnl Advisor.
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iz 4o forwerd to pertisens 100,000 shoulder pateches 4hich ere of pattern of

guards (Dritish) potehess Theoe will Le hleck beckground with word I riisend

in red letters. 5000 miches et & time will be dropped. Deglnnlng date not

vou will be givea full details ss soon a3 possibles
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PAkh ONE PD DLOCTINCTIVE RMULEN FOR ITALLAN PARTISANS IS5 SURNECET I 0

PATUN_TO 15 AHVY GROUP CIVIL AFIAIRS FhOM Hy ALCOM CITE AOCAS PAREN -~ A

-

FPakp TEO FU REFERENCE ALLIED FORCE HEAMQUARTERS SIGNAL FOX XY FOUR BIVE THO

FOUR SEVEN LATEL ONE SEVEN MARCH FD
Pl THEEE PD MAY THIS COMMISSIGN PLEASE BE INFOIMED INMEDIATELY OF THE INSTHUCTIONS

YOU ARE L8SUING IN THIS MATTER

INT DISTHIBUT 0N

Petsa Branah,

L4086

CIVIL AFFALFRG SESYTION

437 NICHOLAS PIOMBING
R.R. CRIPES, Col, G'l-:’ﬂh AUs
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