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snrite Tialdian Hdnistry of Porelsn f'fairs
[talian Leration, i0rnG

A ant 926 Toygpe 24 of B4 srubt.

Haon the gquastion of the Swins Protection ol oul

(it anllstaed in work units in the DB Ney HoOVILE
racoived the vViows off the comneiant liigh Oommissarliat
'l of the 4wlomatlie Gonbtingents, T confirm my telegran
. 1894 oft 1 AgM1ot.

hey ecnbrcl of the rotocting Vownr can only eense
witlh tho liveration ci tile s op in virtue of ayt

sneoial aereament between the detelnine State and that: of

OriEin. S ae the otastus of PO cortimies for sald
Itnlion militel) poraonnel and no aproenent head vet !
voen concluded which servel Lo modify thiz stotus, the
milas of 1he Geneva LOnglesd should e I'E-"!""-Etf'{l;

lecan ifnolst aon this our neint of view and racuest
the Tedersl Uovernment to plente continue its nretectlon |
» 511 of our DOia in Allied hands, until the Italian |

of
covernmént shall have reached an upreenent which polve

thiv comple® queition.

The Allicd Control Commissicn hag been annrouched
in this regard,

nenort follows.
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loel j9: Protectien of Interasts, Britisn suthoriti=s have decidad to repatriate ‘Hlﬂlin!:
t-l’:lﬂ limit of trensportetion fecilities Itelian priscners not in good h=slth, those over
Lo, thoa= who had two y=nrs of prisen and are ovar 50 anpnl ethars whoas rticuler
humemtarian cése sutheriz=s repetrieticens For the pr gant thera wil 1% L'iIl].F amal 1

groups returning &t the time,.
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. $8/31 |
From Madrid PE WS

Foreign Affairs Naples -"ITI':'LT”JET‘: Italian. POVs in U.S.A.

DATR:" 1 Sent: dd y

Fil 753:from Berne:n 291 Aupgust 24. Your Excellency's telegram 194. I have spoken

with this Political Dept. with regard to question of protection o £ Ttalian interest

and protection of ur prisoners of war in the United States of America asked by

.ggaééerland. While an action, as would appear to me, on the other hand, from the

dralsy exchange of correspondence with the department itself, that sinister protecti

comes Group N.G. (M ME) and nobly effected for all our civil interesis Ministry of

Commercial Corporations as well as for all civilian and military internees wkEx

whom request it, they have apgain advised me that it is impossible for Switzerland

to ensure protection of prisoners of war who voluntarily joined the Italian Work-

ing Battalions fromed over there and which amount to about three cquarters of the

total number of Italian prisoners off war in the U.S.A. (My telepram 471 via Madrid)

On one hand American Authorities exclude Swiss intervention for protection of that

category of prisoners of war, and on the other hand Switgerland finds herself, in .

view of her neutral position, unable to protect Italian citizens who voluntarily

take an active part in the conflict in favour of an Allied nation. However, have

a ain asked Federal Dept. to interview again American Government in this connection.

I have referred in detail to question in my report 1972/1504 transmitted uiua‘l’idtiﬁf

again pointing out how situation of our prisoners of war actually not four, clearly

defined status of co-belligerent cannct be faced in protection seat REINA but must |

be cleared up directly cost with Allies in I'olitical section. Alesandrini. (N
Pauluccl a2
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THRANSLATION OF TRLIGRAM PO 70 ST

FHO: Ttalian Winistry of Forelen Affairs | |
TO  : Itallan Lepgation at Berne, Switzorland,

hn._l§4; Aumst 1, 1944: The Hiph Commiszsioner feor Prisoners

m“_ ar states that 1n the U.5.4A. tho rotoction of Italian

Brigonens ol war by the Irotectine Fower, Switezerland, has |
ceased,

‘irnee no agreerent has been mede between the NHoyal Italian
Governanont end the Allies whish modiries +tha atatus of the
I[tallan vriconers of war in Allied hs dg, the disnositiona
o’ the Genava Convention should continue to be Huﬁliﬂd.
Mirat above all relatins to the action EIEPE1Jﬂﬁ.PH the
'Totaeting FPowar, whiech has always been so proliteble in
ruvonr of our military personnel, we trust it mayv continie to [ I\
ur?ﬂ fall e'ficieney until the eessation 0 i tﬁwif otatus as Lﬁ-
Lonarsy ol vwar, |

TR -

— E [ [—

o,
™

.'F.F- ]

f ber vou tn elerify this peint with the competent Swisgs
Tederal Departmont anthorities and posaibly to give me asaurnn#e
thut the protection setion will not undergo any sto ping or
slowing down.,

VISCOLTI VENOSTA _ 5
UnderSecretary,for Foreipn Affeirs

anproved for transmisaion:

i Eﬁ#
| ) Date: S(5[44. == |
| ‘U i 3165
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FSTRATTO DALLE NORME SPPECI AL
SULEY CORRBISPONDENZA 7 ELEGRAFICA NELLING ERNG DEL REGNO

sl JU2T) . 1566, sono constlerat o Siada in Fraoomehige o -

Ver e thi=posiziont dei 1L Devrcti 16 noyembire U o TH2S, 26 maren 1922 n, 424, o

1
i) 1 ll'h'Flelﬂ}lli w]rrlliri IIJIIP [reeEsone lh

Ha Reale Famiglia uy per loeo ordine, dasli Al
dhesicini

O) & teleseanmnd i caraitors pevaonadie, o oli Gealiineins, sprediti e Bemati personalmente dal 1%
dicl Seanto ol Begno, alal Presudente della Coomerva ded Depatati, dui Ministe! o Sotloscaretari j Si
Peim Secretavin o S0 AL il B per z2li ording wqgisied dei S5, Mavisio Lazzara o della Corong
dai Governator] delly Colonie, "1ali telegrammi, s spreadi b e Bieraty ol Capi o Gabinetio o Searelaci o
delle: Alte Auroring stledetes el proetace Lo Tocmo Le o ol ine

el Felegrammi speding dalle Auterit gindiziavie o dageli afliei Ji polizia sidhiziarin por eselusi
sente eacontioali oflicio, Bieotrano in tale citlegoria 1 tele s emessi per vivcont i pelizin sinalizig ]
chmt sl veparti dolla MOV, 8 N CMEDzia conbimicrin. Termm e, fovesigle, portiarin ¢ postale 1ol '

Af L Framelisdy teleo i compremde lodntere tese deq teleseammi divon; allinterne del It I
il Colonie o Posseilimenti italivn per e vie telesealiche o vaciv-telegrafiche nazionali. noneh le il
elezeafiche o sadiotleraliche e ngteeontcrammi da e per navi italiane g stazioni raliotelogeafichie o
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A YV VE R T ENZE

FESTRATTO DALLE NORME SPECIALI
SULLA CORRISPONDENZA TELEGR AUT10A NELETINTERNO DEL REGNO

Lo — Per le alispasizioni i RE. Decroti O movembes 1921, n, 1825 26 imarso 1922 3, 424, p
sha TU2Z0, 0. 1abl, sono constleri o Stado in PR AT
' a) i telegrammi speditg dalle prersone lelly Reale Famielia o, rer loro ordine. dazgli Al
1!---|;_Ihl|i:

by i lelesromani i caratler persanaley o i Gablitnetin, spredid e Hemm persanabmente dal 1
thel Sesate dol Besno, dal Peesiileai della Coamera dei Iy putaty, dai Ministei ¢ Sollosesrelur; i Sla
Prinne Seavetacio i S0 M. il 12 prr sl ovding copestin dei S50 Manrizio o Livzzaro ¢ della Corana o'l
it Governatori dolle Colonie, Tali lelegewmmi, se speditio o liemadi oJai api i Gabinelo o Seeretar [Hl
dillic Alte Amorith suddvtte, delilaon podare L Form bie o o ardine i e

ebEtclegeammi speding dalle Awtorita gindigiarie o daedi ollics 1 polizia cimiliziaria pe
el capone i wliero, Bicatrano o 1ale cibezgoriy §otelv cean cnisssi e

aweant ol palizia gindiziaria
il =peciali e pavli della M, V. S N (Milizio conlinaria. forro Vi, lorestale, porliurig o prvstande Lidoy
ak

=4 L Framelvigia velverp i comprende e inbe e tasse doi telesrammi diveiti all*interonn del 1
alle Colonie o Possedinenti italiin e be s telesialiche e radio-telespnfielie maztonali, nonelié le inge
el valiche o radiotleraliche de marcontizeanmi i ¢ per vavi itnliane via slazioni radiotelegralie
Poe i belegrammi divetti all'estera ol nrcomizramimi  direlli

s s v
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o navi estere o spediti via stazioni o
criliche asteve e Sotorith intfeeessile dibboio Pagarves nelomodi dicvegola, Te tasse spettami allo. Awn
Loy esiore,
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JAC/rac
28 July 1944

BubjJeot: Italian Prisoners of War - General Poliocy
TO + Allled Force Han&quartﬂra,uqrﬁ Bection, APO B12,
= . !

l. The attached translation of letter 6558/POL/14/2 dated 22 July,
from Gensral Gazsera, the Itallan High Commissioner for Prisoners
of War, 1s forwarded,

2. In forwarding this letter, I would agaln point out that the
pPosltlion in regard to Itallan PW continue to Cause embarrassment to
the Italian Government.

3« I do not wish to over strees the point, but I am of opinion

that 1t would be preferable to notify the Italian Government precigely
wnat 18 being done, rather than leave them to find out forthemselves,
or have pointed out to them by thelr repatriated PW as is the cage

al present,

4, Artiocles have, within the past few days, appeared in the Italian

preés on the question of PW, and why they should still be congidered |
as suoch when their brethern fight alongeide the Alliles. Further,
certaln papers have started to attdek General Gazzera, and, unless a
Bolutlon of one kind or another to the PW problem can be found at a
very early date, Gazzera may well reslgn or be foreced into doing .
;u by the attacke made agalnst him and the positlion in which he finds | 3.

lmeelf, "

O. (azzera has stated that his poeltlon 1s becoming untenable, and
while he underatands there are reasons for all that is being done, he
may be left with no alternative but to reslgn, unless he 1s put in a
poeition to explain to his Government - g0 that they in turn may ex. |
plain to the Italian people - what isg happening with their FW and o -
reasons why the Allied manpower situation makea it necessary to pro-

ceed as we are doing for the benefit of the war effort.

6. I trust that I may receive inetructions on this question, whiogh

wWill enable me to go to the Italian Government with advice which will

aselst in releasing them from this embarragsment, which may easlly

turn into a political orisis for th em, |

| ELLERY W. STONE
| Captain, USKNR
| Aoting Chlief CUommiseioner X5 o

- e T
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COPY
TRANS LT ION ROI" 22 JULY 1944
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PQ
File No. 638/Pol/14/2 TO: A.C.C., ROME

BUBJECT: Payment of the credits of FW during the time of their
captivity.

A8 18 known, the President of the Couneil has asked through hie
letters No, 1406 of May b6, 1944, and No, 1880 of June 23, 1944, for
offlclal and exact informationes about the unite which the Allied
authorltles appear to have formed with Italian soldlers held as PW in
Britleh or American countries, into speoclal labour units, even without
consulting the R. Italian Government about it.

But up tlll now we only haé information by privatee or through
the wireless and the Allies News about all this, Now we had newe by
ltallans from N, Africa that these units have been formed without the
approval of the R. Itallan Government., Not enly this, but the looal
Allled authorities appear to have, by fd mn abeolute Yy one-glded
criterion, published adminietrative digpoeltions for the economical
EXLNEAEA{ treatment of the soldlers who make part of the units, Among
Others there seems to be one disposition which says:

"The Italien Government is responglble for the payment of the
credite of the Italizn PW's at the moment of thelr liberation, "

Ae AT was already sgeveral times my duty to inform you in other
clrocumstancee that the R. Italian Government ocould not accept, Af
really it has been emansted, the one-sided interpretation of the
Artlelese 77, 24, 28, 34 of the Convention of Geneva of July 27, 1929,
Thege Artiocles prescribe that before thelr liberation the PWe should
be satlafied in the payment of elr cre 8 DYy e detalning power
and this in the ocurrency in which his oredlt has matured, unless the
PW himself accepts payment in another currency.

Ihie same Convention fixes in Art. 34 that the compengs tions fop
the work done b the PW should be to the charge of the detalning power.
Then therefore the Government ofthe National the PW belongs to, should
not have to make any reimbursement. 81111, preelding entering into the
merit of the formation of the labour unita, walting for the Allied
authorities to anewer the do and of informstions asked for by H.E. the
Fresident of the Qounell, neither the above mentioned administrative
dlspoegltions nor all the others of the same nature fixed without any
agreements with the R, Italian Government, ocan be recognlzed as being
legal by that same government. Therefore it i my duty to deoclare this
here most expliocityfly 8o as to avold the rising of misunderstandings,
now that the service of the remission of money by PW to persons in
Italy 1s slowly rebeginning.

HIGH OCOMMISSIONER

‘¥ . -4

/8/ General Pletro Gazzera O¥ AL

¥
L
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FGUS3N S LIB/ LISHON 93 13 1150 ETAT FIL
_ 1/ A A4/ /
ESTERI NAPLES Sl PO 2 s
STAMPA 14 PUNTO MIEI TELEGKRAMMI [UMERO DODICI ET TREDICI
PUNTO TUTTASTAMPA DRITANNICA RIPORTA IN CERTORILIV/ CERTORILIEVO '
R
DICHIARAZIONINMINISTRO GREY CIRCA DECISIONI ADOTTATE DAGOVERNI ANGLOAM- = .C
)

LRICANT PERINPIEGO PRIGIONIERT ITALIANI LETPUBELICA INDETTAGLIO
NODALITA RELATIVE ARRUOLAVENTI VOLONTARI FUNTO QUALI COMUMEMTI
VIRGOLA EDITORIALY DAY/ DAILYMAIL CRITICA APERTAMENTE DECISICGNI

ADOTTATL TOSTHANDO SFIDUCIA SUCAPACITA MILITARI ETPOSSIDILITA

?? EFFICACT RENDIMENTO DAPARTE NOSTRL VOLONTALL KAVVISANDO CONMF

e PREFERIGILY ULTERIOKL UTILIZZAZIONE IHLAVORI AGL (ICOLI PUNTOVIRGOLA
CORRISPONDENZA SPECIALE ﬁfzﬁhﬂﬁLu :“:EHIEEEE‘ | ] i

{‘ CRITICAINVECE ECCESSIVE RESTRIZIONI ETLIMITAZIONE IMPOSTE

ADVATTIVITA VOLONTARI ITALIANI AFFERMANDOCHE FORMAZIONI TALIUNITA

INSIMILI CONDIZICNI ESTLUNGI DARAPPERESENTARE PASSOINNANZI

NELLAEFTETTIVA COBELLICERAMNZA AUSPICATA DAGOVERNCO ITALINO

PUNTO SEGUERAPPORTO PERCORRIERE PUNTO

SENT NR 12 13717108 UHB BDB 2
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The sdvantagun vod clsadvantigss of the oroposed seheme froo ©he
podnt of view of the I elions ere suwsarised below in tho evont Lhet
thelr rolterallon may be holpful Lo your goming disouscion or of Sudopllo
indieutiog v willlngnens to considesr the sohems on its mocite ao QU osad
tO rojeeting 1t for wuroly politionl reasonas.

Advuntegon.

e 'i'o tho nddividuanl.

Incronged idborty* - bsttor opportunities to gonbtributo to tho
tar effort - removel Jor all practleel :mzpoues of 1y o obiges und appenr
CRTLE orportunlly for earndng mor and providing for depenuents - in-
corjoratlon 1a fbullén unlew with Jioldan ofidesrs aod Nogo.

(Hote*® jguiersion Lo luoreaped Libsrty. Although theie
liborty st bte Limited, all woldders tire restrictvd to owe
actent dn Chle reapuot. In genoryel, members of thoae unite
will bo restrictsd ou milivery lioes: liberty will be 1n-
crevusod progresslivoly s loocal olrowuBlinad and rosourcss
wrlt end 4t botoumon wvldent tant inemosped freedomn will
GOt be stysed by them or mass. el by lodul inbnbitents. )

“» JO Lo Jtalinn GOve nmant.

Jirortunity Lo demonstrete Lheldr duilm bo cuoperete fully - re-
Plagesant of Jrolecting [owar by diroset liojoon officers - ooprortunity
Lo reke wopiiel ut ol lpcressold dvilntagos obbuioed for 500,000 1taliesng -
organication of wll Ilelicn crisonurs under thale owe aof fdcers nnd qﬂn
mitdivury linos in proparetion for thelr evantual return Lo .

Llusauventegoes,
1. USATUR - UplEwmod.
o 180K ol Unlversal e licatiou.

ANGEERD, As Lo L, vnl: 1o & politlcel andg vosblige mwacter snd is not
& olat whileh will effecl the man thempelvop unless thoy
slotehicve; 4t i8 osutwelghod Ly the advantoge Lo tae individual of fucthor
O portunltlos snd b vory considoreble dAncrevue An liberty. It 1o tvohnic-
ally bnavolduble, A8 0 &, vho oxovpiklons incorporuted 1o vhe leteot deaft
2L Lhe wproenent hve eodugod thie objectlon to 4 vary wall roportions.

Gl RAL LS alR, Y i hr a
= = e T e e B e 5_.- e .:J
wiupel will Ivave proport 3R status with ell its diocdvanteged; i.
Will by extromoly oal vue by bLhe bBrliloh wnd acertous doverunenty o nd
will be unpoiulur withh Whe men thoomsulves.

A N iR . ik
..t’ﬁi‘iﬂied E.O0. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. "/

—




e i —

—nV: 9% il

L o
— i . ' ¢ ojeubasuo
S ol e, . J
t. b | i .m-l"
4 .-...||||..f!.._”|...
1 ._..... e o
) {57 g\
, P I \=
'y R i .ﬂ“ | & £
" ’ 4 [

ﬁ-u eUTEDe © Cl5E80U
m_mmﬁ.__.m_m._.:r.__l

,E1TUTER YT ﬁ:ﬁﬂhra Ul HTISATOSTI B S)USTEDONPUT
. JOWUTIB3NTE 10 3BOTT ﬂww YD © Uq1hmw 0370w 42 8UD (°)BUOTLSTN nb
> BITeD wdno2osad s wdnoon 12 oI09STUTSN ©F ONL cUS CINSIEE.

~ff ) S  ZBIUSENO0D L1XCEEC05T O (*)eI0TIPATN ,HITHINT TO AUL ﬂﬂﬂhﬁ

| =UBSE0T 01INOEI oGS QT UcD omu1pusql’ () =u o180}

(BUO 1ZNDEIL)

s (i u PERITCUCD
= TTe 3o §50Xs # 01 TOS UETIC]TUSHNY ¢ SULITT UT
: st ] 13 UIH3JIeD BT Jﬂﬂ oo Tq e2d
eys I sSouShO T

TE

| I Bt
u;u ugﬂwd;ﬁwpru-am_m Lﬁmaﬁﬂ; :J!.ﬁ JPLC0OT
gjeTIdoIdd: wa hquhﬁm gsiuany TTHHS oty jx0doX §,121XDUESSaT
$SOIOJUT UGTA SUTIIEA SI8 oy (°) o, Ineg ﬂ.u G :hqdmﬂnm G

L8

 -,f-1ed E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. '

=
1

l.-

ol

(@jeubuo} :aosa)

" T ¥ o IOV TSR A s .
| SR i L —_— ] - B ﬁ.h.-..—u.mh_m
B . LI =
- S | |
— i § iy 1 a "
10T *QZ Axenags : eje(]

IOImOU X8 18267 UT TWCITST TJITIUCTETII . opebb(y

a9t #]19° N VZNILYVd U ewweibepe)

T+

| s 7 de =
Q |d31S- 1dV44dY 11D4d Od3'SINIW 4 I

[oC

d | i




T C e—

2 (&
|
|

|

o

-
*
O
=
a
et
A
e
") "
- ! E 3 48 L e [
™ ./J. G
m H h--r.__. of &
e L34 by
L8 [ ...m_..“_ : m_ i / ..
-—ﬂl.n &. u--.H [ ...lﬂ.“. " ..l .. H...I.. .I_Inu n_..u..._.
Tt E L . :
S 1y
> @
: 0
% 4.
3 |1-r|.|u.-l_..._..l._|... ﬂu__ fl..___.__ _-__
2 I3 % i
" Wl LS h
2 ' : @ ojeubasucT)
-
| © ¥ 2.
. = e ..
(63 __ : ;
...__. =
F -m U u_ ___... o .|u.___.._..._
.Hi .....".._. w.-._. _
B pu -
- TR -
3
svTnId
.M o m:ﬂr_.._,}n__ e JI5E80MU
J = a o
- o=y - r § i = hl.Jﬂ. A l..ﬂ I_I
TIIOU ,S3IUOEM D TUTmIDG Ul Hn_nanm4h ¢ npu !
| __ . - a e - —
o amae et 6Ty : ; BUOT1SEN
D TABOTIY Tl ) 0 (*)TTaeR O3TON ,E U ﬁ u §E=h
.. 5 T : o i - o i
SinocoLJ¢ & EAnuoe 1T 0L005TU 3 ﬂ* HS CJATIO 188
\ - - & f . =% g apey T T - s .._l._.Hl_.l.-Hd
B H “__..._w_..-* Lt cooDog ﬁ i) kol __”._r._ﬁ..___- g 1het ! | E ﬂ... ' i
B i e 5 a - . - R ~lal
JoCOwI cbSoasiul Utd © nusls” () L C&ALBLUY

STUNI: -
ﬁi_._w EW..HHHJH. H..“.___..._.__. ot
4.wmﬁ UoETne DY UT UOTATTOS WHTd m_.JJJL FEREA S Uit B WM
e mm e - s - _.1.-.!... oaTo T
LTpojqropm TTERE SOTITV Y urs3feo 61 PuS wATqead
= =1 .|-|.| W e 'k i w
ATIONGS D1 IO cIunR LTUnoR BT AZ3S T qE (*)pdeea.
o = - l-...l._. i .I..-...-. = ¥ g [ |-..._1-._ i |“”1.I1-
_T.._...H.. -H].._ M.-Hr.n .._.....rﬂ.nq:_.._.ﬁh.ﬁ..”.._.. H |__.”_-|. q.”_nﬂ L _._..-.... .__1____....H.I b i .U-_ | F.l.::._”-._..r.r _.|
L Lo o ™ L] o y .....-..r ] .1-. L -J.
- ... ._..1_ Fﬂf .- -.-.-..“.l._._.m .I...l h u pie L L= h_F H -.-H Ls -.._H.- ﬂ.h..:u-. "

(@jeuibuo) : oS3

L]
r—

@ OR&I(]




- i -_T P ™
E_T

Fof

._lll. h'q-

|.. -rillla. i

'fiad E.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND Nn-_’f_w

PARAPHRASE

OF TELEGRAM No. 32 FROM ITALTAN LEGATION, BERN
SIGNED MAGISTRATI

0 3

A report with full details of the situation of war
prisoners and civilian internees in former enemy countries
has been fbrwurdaﬁ via Madrid by Alessandrini.

From all reports received 1t appears that as a whole
the prisoners are calm and walt pabiently five months after
the armistice. Naturally they wonder why no change in their
status has yet occurred. Thanks to deoisions of American . 1
and British authorities however some improvements have takanTu;EJ

g

place in many countries. Swiss representatives visit nampﬂ_ﬁiihfi

periodicaelly and continue their useful aotion. \
I venture to suggest after viewlng the political and

peychologloal aspeots of the matter that Your Exoellency
initiata with co~belllgerents, including South American

| Stetes an action to gradually obtain for civilian internees
and prisoners a better practlical, Jurldical and moral poai-
tlon in conformity with the new situation, and elso to ob-

tein the revision or suspension of leglslative measures

governing Italian assets in former ensmy States.

|
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7 Jamuary 1944

To His bxcellency Mavrshal Badoglio =

Dear Marshal Badoglio: -

ifith reference to your note of § Jamiary (Number 52 |

E I I I
|

your comm
ents to Allied Force Headquarters for hecessary getion,

Most Blnceraly,

—
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