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March 20,
HURGARY SREILED BY HAZIS

Toward the end of March 1944, Hungary's Regent Hicholas llorthy paid a
visit to li{#der's Berchiszpaden. The Russiens had cerossed the Fruth into
Romania and were enterings the footlills of the Ceppathiens, Hitler's summons
was ureent and he demended fullmilitary cccupetion together with o mors tractable
rovarnment: more lungurian workers for German industry. While Horthy thought
matters over, llezi parstroopers droppsd on Hungsnrisn airfielda and early Monday
morning, serch 20, Gernen infantry motored into lungary. oon Hudanest Hadlo
ceasod ploying the Rekoczi March with 1ts impudent first lims: "God of the
Hungnriana, destroy the German ammy."

The Budapest Government demanded =z mesaning of troop concentrations along
the Austrisn border, bBut the troops were over the line before the off icial
answer came through., COceupstion was complete before thos- who might have tried
%ﬁngé*?t Imew 1t had begun. FPremier licholes Kellay sought refuge in the Turkish
Horthy returned to Budapest in the middle of the week. ztojoy (sto-yah-y),
n major genersl snddenly turned marshal, was Hitler's chodce for Premler and
took the oath of office in Horthy's presence. Sztojay hied bean Hungarian [Mini-
gter in Herlin sines 1935, The new governmaent made arrests of »rominent Hun-
parieng and threw thom into econcantration e=smps. Helnrich Himnter st up Goa-
gtapo Headguarters st tle Hotel Szent Gallert.

oma Horrariens fled to Yuposlevis or the Cearpathlans, but the ma jority
kest still and hoped thet Hungary would not become a battleground.
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