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hagistratl's telegram Lo, Lﬁﬁ, May 28, from the ltalian
epretion at Berne to the ltalian Winiatry of Forelgn
ITeirs.

for discissions with competent Swiss sutborities ol
meisures taker in Geymsn occupled Itely blocking Swiss
cajital and of past Swiss bank logns to 1teply, tWo neo=-
Faecist officiuls of "Inatituto de Acembl" were in
Swiszerland for u brief vieit recently. I sam ipformed that
on the second question delay has been grented 10T loansg
contracts, A4S concerns the TLrst giegtion, it appears that
blocking of Swlas property in Itely will be rescinded
snortly. 4t does not mppear that any further ettempts Lave
bean made to esteblish a new clearing, and the Vary i aw
commertial axchanres between gurltzerland and north ltaly
rontimiad to oecur under p system of barter. This situstion
will be followed vary closely by this Legatlion,
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(Frem "Time", ilarch 13. 1944)

ITALY

lWthat's the Latter?

Three of southern Ifaly's antiroyslist parties propeosed to call & ten-minute
strike in Naples last week. Object: +to protest once more ageinst the Dritish-
U.S. alliance with dilapidated 1little King Vittorio Lmanuele III and Marshal Ple-
tro Badoglio, o<pecifically, Italian enti-Fascists felt that YWinston Churchill
had let them down apain in his recent declaration of Allied policy. Said Count
Carlo Sforza: "In London they seem 8o busy mlstrusting enti-Fascism thet they
forget...thousands of Fascists...eager to stab Britain and the U.S.A. in the back.”

There wag no strike. “xplained an anti-Fascist spokeaman, the rapublican
Action Party's Frince Ceraceciolo: "We had to zive in to precise orders from
Genersl (Sir Henry WMaitland) Wilson."

Nobody wesa happy. Allied control authorities felt that troublesome Itallans
had again put their internsl polities shead of & very troublescme war. Thaose
Italians who cared at all felt that the Allies hed cnece again demonstratod s
complete contempt for everything the war was supposzd to be ahout.

Amgteurs at Vork.

[Mleld Jscurity off'icers in Ttaly move inte newly occunled towna alons with,
or cnly & faw steps behind, the Tront-line combat troopaz. The gsecurity mon make
| 8 quick check on the twonspeople, "ind ocut who were the Fasclist leasders and send
them back to the lines at the tail end of batches of German priscners., It cpesn't
take much detective work to uncover the town scoundrels. No overpowerling Uis-
play of authority is needed to pet rid of them.

Yet the U.S. and British Uovernments, seting in concert, have feiled to do
the game thing with fasclsets of higher rank. 0One reason for this falure--and
for most of the specific mistakesin Italy--is that amateurs et furopean problems
are attempting to deal with chaotic and revolutionary situations., # more baaic

reason 18 that alllea officiels In Italy have no firmmly laid-down and well-under-
stopd policy to puide them,

The Italisns have heard Allied political advisers and genersls make speeches
about liberation, promise food for the ecivilisn populeticn, but the ltalians have
a certaln Latin practicality. They are aware of the lack of ships to bring pro-
mized food, 'They sare aware that Allied troops are liberating Italy only from
the CGormsns--and ars not doing that very rapldly. The politically consclous,

demooraticelly minded minority in southern Italy i1s awere by now thas "expediency"
1s as much an excuse as a policy.

Militarily, Itely is an svallable plece in which te fight Germans. Politically,
Italy 1s aplace where bBritein :nd the U.5. have lost a8 great opportunity to build

up Suropeasn «ood will, to prove that the Allliea really do know what they want,
and thet they know how to get it.

h .
2" o 3
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The Weary Onas.

Muzaolini's abdication caught Allied political mdvisers with their brief
cases dovn. There was no plan, elther political or military, 1o turn such a de-
velopment to account, Hasty conferences rollowad with come of the bingds and the
Mershal's emissaries. The armlstlce wa: signed, but its snnouncement was with-
held to coincide with aproposed airborne invasion of Home and the be:chhead
lendineg at Salerno. The CGermans noved quickly. They prevented the silr-borne
venture by disamming vastly superior numbersof Italians 1o whom the Allies had
looked for help, then concentrated everything available at Telerno,

The Allies held Salerno, but they alsoc had on their hands the King and
Marshel Badoglio. The Iteliasn f1eet came over., Militarily, th= Alllies gained
some advantere by having Itallsn troops help out es dock workers, as raillway
and bridge pguards. but the Allied command miscalculnted when it exracted the
Italien armiesa--heaten, demoralized and wanbing only to go home to their femllles
——to ba uaeful =9 combat troops. They, 1ike the people of Itaely, wanted only
peace and food.

"The Smsll Cne”.

To Itallan democrets, King Vittorio ‘menuale is atill a rankling symbol of
the Mussolinl resime. Once il pilceolo (the smell one) wes & sentimental nicl-
name Tor the king. Now Lt ig a bitter epithet. Uls son, Umberto, has won the
title lo stupddo nazionale, LAven ueh depocratlie politicaol leaders as pensdetto
Croce and Count Carlo oforza were willing to join & new rgvernment if the King
were kicked out and a repgency established for the "1i{tle prince," tho seven-
vear-old Prince of Naples. +ut the King wes kepl on.

When Itelisn anti-fuscists ascembled 1n par!l on Jan. 28 to demand hio abdl-
cation, the left-over fasclsts and opportunists still in office in Apulia tried
to stop the mecting by decreeins that visltors to Derl must heve speclsl health
permits to enter the cliy. The meetinz, held nevertheless, racieved 1t2 answer
g Tow days later; the allies turned over new and additional parts of liberated
Italy, including Sarainia ano aieily, to the contrel of the ypanuele-Laddglio
Governmant.

Ruirden of the Pest.

In the final analysis, it 1s up to the Ttelisns to put thelr house in order.
That 14 ajob which they mgy noi be able to do mlone. One of the great misfortunes
of Italian anti-Fasclsts in the south is that they have been unable te bring help
from Germen-occupled nerthern ltaly, where political groups are stronger and the
national fiber is tougher.

nehind the Itullens are centuries of overbreeding, underfeeding, guparstit-
tion, illiteracy end lgnorancs. More recently they have been cuckolded bw 20 yeers
of Feseism. Their food supplies are low. Typhus and e half-dozen cther diseases
follow in the wake of the Allled armies., And ss the advanca gZoes rnrward,imqgﬁ -
1talien cities are lelft in rulns, more eivilians are killed, more are made honeléds,
more problems of rehsbllitation pile up.

- B
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lany of the U.S. and Eritish control officers are well-meaning; locally,
But Italy needs more such officers

gsome of them are good at their immediste jobs.
who know and have a Tedling for her people eni her langusge. She needs, gbove
gtated Allied poliey which will give the capsble and artichhate

ell, & clearly
minority of “talisns a real basis for falth in Britaein, the U,5. and poatwar

Itely.
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7 hiovember 1943
voallency . Mershal ladoplilo,

1 hava the honor to e At $o Your fAxeallency the following
mesangy Ifrom tho 1¢alian Ambossedor et Madrid deted 30 Cotober)

svumber 1222. Very relisble sourc Aves following informution
on gituction in Is:.l.l;,’.
opulation ia depressac and there is atrong Anti-Germon fesling.
pny sphope in flome closod ond sevoxel If-hm d by L;‘l"il‘::u. . lpod tickets
fnoulficlont. Grazieni ond nezolinl end seversl othors soem only to
pva aceapted roste uwnder stwong i SEUTE »
ynistry for Foarelgn ALS ;,'nc?.u.nm"i to L0 pickod officiala trante=
{erred to faescla, Represont ron of tripertite countrios in Venico,.
sutral diplomats lnvited to mova O perthorn Italyy those rewaining in
ma derrived of diplomatic privilege. anieh dlplomata lof't Home [ar
adrid by spcoial frain leaving tuwe consuls behind, Swedish mindister
wits in Pare voturn of Noyal Govel'nun nt, Oode facilities denied to
all foroigs dipicnEts.

}
1

wmy tralns of Goruen troope snd matorial oaning {yom Prance %O

§

¢id fean northern Itely to tim ¢ f.'a'_lul-'.

tha event of Allied londing nenx G tr o which appoers to bo oXe

orfng would I.'fi.ﬂhtu_'l_"_'." blow up weter, @t nd aleetric plonty

ecaving only those powsy gtations whicl supply industrics to the
of the clty.

MAXYELL D. TAYLCR
firigzadier Genoral, US
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