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ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS

Civil Affoirs Office .

April 24, 1944

CEMORANDUL. TO: Mr. Somuel Reber, Vice Prezident,
nl] leﬂ.{“mut.rc1 LUHWHL“’uLGW,
clitical Section, Naples.

SUHIEBCT: Bluck Farket in Rome,

for your informaztion, the fellowing is a narephrase
of a telegrem dated April 20 from the Devartment of State,
repeating a Bern telegram dated April 15:

The controlled market for all practicel purposes
doeg not exist any loneer in Reme where the black
market has developed by leaps and bounds recently,

8 lotter dated April & from Tittmann reports. Nearly
all ”ITiELPE, including shoemokers and tallors, have
been Df*** to c¢lose thelr shops because their em-
ployses have dessrted them to meke more money in the
bluck market operations. There appears to be in
Hone a widespreud feeling that the black market will
be elluinsted to & greut extent as goon as the Allies
arrive and this may aecount for the haste to sell

on the black market as much as possible 4in the mean-
time. Theore follows a 1list of preveiling Rome black
market prices in lire per kilogram:

flour 120 coal a0
butter 58 marmelade 210
mecarond 120 fresh lard 400
rice 110 parmegan cheege
beef 200 canned tomatoes
soup 450 cauliflower 186
salt 140 eplnach £5
viaal 2e0 calami 700
sugur 300 onionsg ol
bread 100 carrots 4.0

// R Aawrsarst

E. . L'Heureux
ﬂuLiva Officer
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