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Subjecl: Hritish War Graves Clainme Commission and
Hirinpgs Directorate (Br)
FoAkpieRR - g

(tieal Section for the attention of /4111702
I o0 fator J.M. FLGARSOI 29 July 194

e e e R . R R . W s EONNS S F =S F R i e L B

Le I rafer Lo your 443 dated 7 June 4 on the above subject, and Lo AFH) memo ref.
=0 295.4 dated 27 June 44, addressed to yvour authori tyv.

FPara 5 ol the latier letier indicates that the United Statea interests do not
it is neeceazary for Joint nrasentation to be made to the It.'.il--r,.---.! Covermmernt
obtaining title In yerpetuity ot eeneterles sites. Thig Dirvetorate would
reciate inlommatbtion on the preszenl poals if‘rr, on negobtiations betieen your authority

anck the Ttalioy) Govermmnen ., conc rning Ghe dssue of a decree in respect of those
gitea thal are the respo Tau il L1lity o' the ,*‘.‘}". As you arve avara Llidis Direcltorate is
weponsitle for yeintaining teuporary title %o cemsbery sites, until title in per-
etnity has bee 1#1.; fed i the permanent autiiority.
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ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS CMS/CF/as
G=5 Sgotlon
APO 512

G=5: 293.8 23 June 1944

SUBJECT: Military Graves in Italy.

TO : Headguarters, Allled Control Commission, APO 394.
(Attention: Political Section)

l. Receipt 1is acknowledged of your letter of 17 June on
the above subject, Ref #483. It appears that Lieut. Col. D.J.
McDougell of the Imperial Wer Graves Commission 18 prepared
to proceed to negotiate with the Italian Government for the
establishment of military cemeteries, but that It 1s desired
first to know "whether it is the wlsh of the Allled Govern-
ments to proceed, individually or collectively, wlith negotia-
tions with the Itallan Government Tor the conclusion at this
time of international agreements governing the selectlion and
maintenance of military cemeteries 1ln Italy."

2., '"This Section is advised by the Quartermaster, NATOUSA,
that the policy of the United States Government in the matter

13 ang follows:

8. All cemeteries established by the United States
forces in this theater are consldered as temporary ceme-
teries. It can be assumed that all bodlies therein will

eventually be exhumed and elther returned to the nearest
of kin in the United States or be concentrated in per-
manent national cemeteries subsequently established 1in

Allied territory. (Letter OQMC SPQYO 314.6, 13 August,
1943) .

be Pursuant to AR 30-184,0, permanent (national)
ceameteries are established only under orders of the Sec-

retary o' War when empowered by Act cof Congress,

0. During the continuance of hostilities, the selec-
tion and maintensnce of United States military cemeteries
in this theater remesins a function of Unlted Stetes mil-
ltary authorities,

3. Accordingly it appears that the representative of the
Tmperial War Graves Commission need not awsAit any Joint, action

in the matter. N\
gt ”{{i -.I...'if-('l_-’( T?FG Eﬁ

CHARIES M. EP%EFGHD
Colonel, G.5.C,
Asst. Chlef of Starfl, G=5

Copy to:
Quartermaster,; NATOUSA
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Major Pearson called to say thet the following should be

brought to Mr. Reber's attention for information:

In connection with the many-sided correspondence
reparding War Graves in Italy, Sig. Frunas has sent &
letter to Mr. Kirk essking whet intentions the U.S5.
Government has in this respect.

Ma jor Pearson wants it understood that our file
on War Graves does not contaln correspondence between
Mr. Kirk and Sig. Prunas which may exist.

I.}il-dlnl #

19 June 1944
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HEADOUARTERS SERVICES OF SUPPLY
[IORTH AFRICAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS
UNITED STATES ARHY
AP0 7350

1% December 1943
CIRCULAR )

NUMEER 71)
ACQUISITION OF RICHTS TO USE OF LAKD

QUISTLY

FOR U.S. MILITARY CEMFETERIES

1. Pursuant to AR 30-1840, permanent (National) cemeterles are estab=-
1ished only under orders of the Seeretary of VWar when empowersd by act of
Congreds. Decensed prasantly {interred in temporary cometeries may be ramoved
to the United Stetes or be interred in Netional cemeteries to be sstablished
after ceasation of hoatilitles. Acecordingly, lend orcupied by the cemeteries
which now exist within the Theater is not to be purchesed. It 18 necessary,
however, that the right To use of the land for cemeterlal purposen be securesd.

5. The scquisition of rights to the use of lend is en Engineer Iunc-
tion. Graves Registration Sarvice and (nartermaster raprﬂaantmt1VEE shall
not enter intc direct negotiation with dandowners, thelr representatives, or
membera of the elvil government. The Graves Registration carvice and fuUAT-
temmasoter Tulfill thelr obligetion by making proper request upon the aree
Tnginesr to secure the desired rights to use of land--1in the some manner as

rights are obtained to property for eny other purpose.

s, It is desired thaet righta for the usne of land for cemeterial pur-

| poses, including apcass roads, be secured for all cameteries egtablished by
7.5, Foreeg within the Bese Sections; these rights to be gecured by written
request apon the fnge Section Englnesl. The request in each instance should

contain:

6. Statement thet property {s desired for cemeterial purposes

for an indefinite period.
b. Location of the property by gtreet numbera or coordinates.

¢, HNeme spd adiress of owner (if Lenown ) «

Tha Craves Heglstration asrries should be prepared %o furnish a gulde
to snable the fnglneer to determine the metes and bounds of property desired.
A copy of each accomulished requisition will be furnished ©05 NATOUSA for

£1{les of the Graves Registration Service.

4. Before abandonnent, the Graves Reglstration service shall notify
the Base Section Englineer in writing that use of land for cemeterial purposes
is to be discontinued., Wherever practicaeble, a8t least thrity (30) days notlice
shall be Eilven. The Graves Registration service shull sollelt the instruc-
tions of the base eotion Engineer with respect te restoration of land, removel
of structures, ebtc. A CORY of esch notice ol gbandonment will be furnished

203 NATOUSA for Tlles of the Graveés Registration Servica.

6o

MORRIS W. GILLAND
colonel, G.5.:C.,
Chiel of Staff

By command of ldajor General LARKIN:
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Irperial "ar Graves Commricasion.
c/o Ady 1.0 G0 T.
F o i "._II

?"F""“r 'E':-Jn':l - L A%
12 Junes | 4.

L= = T - - e e —

S — e ]

folitieal Section.
neey Yeadanuariers.
A114rd Contrrl. Cormimgion.
ATP.N 394,

e e—

| —— - z
— P —i— p—

T ———

Naf wour letter Mo 485 af O June 44,zddresced to Mr H.A. Carccli,
Pel1iticnl Section,H.? A.C.C Manles,cory L0 Me.

T ferel that the policy with repard to the burial of
ﬁmﬂrirﬂr:rrﬂ*iﬁqﬁserﬁhmmrvifﬁﬁ b+ wvou in vara 4,18 not ouite in #E&E0
accoriance with conversation.

A1+ was not my intention To convey the immression
thet the correps vefe 1oft %% for a ressonahble time An tenmorary
storere hefore intermment,hecavse I am of the opinlon that burials
are made direct ng far as noasible inte eelected Cemetery Sites.

1 would zl=o like to make it clear that it i=s only my
helief that the relatives ol a aoldier can claim the body for
¥urial at home.
1+ 4ia T vresume hecause of this lart pos=ikility that
the need for acoviring Cemetery citpa in merretuity by the T17.S #¥
Cavernment is less recsential at thies stare, than 1in the case o
Fritish Pemeteries,which will he neTmanent .

172wy 1 mlease amend Tarad,in that my Cffice 18 in the v¥#1ER
Volturno Tuilding Manleo,and the talephone numbker is Vapor aqg.,

/ f:--f.g'_‘:mr ﬂ/{.{__f-""‘_
N _—

,ﬂffff’ T.ieut Colonel.
Inanector T.W.G.C. .y et
666

T+aly Siecilv and Sardiniz.
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1 [l June | GRO=PBS | Politicall l. Acquisition of land for burial gltes 15 a
19l  section | function of the Base Sectlon Engineer, upon

| | ACC request of the Graves Registration Service, 85
| [ provided by NATOUSA cirenlar Number T1, 13 Dec,

19043

Lk - # | 2., Maintenance of grave sites and cemsteries
| 5 a QM function under the technical directlion
of the Oraves Repistration Service,

\\- ‘e ¥ - /f
-'.*r-,._l: » | | ’.ff% -
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HEADVUARTERE ALLIED CONTROL Cf

AL 3 g.ﬂ';.

J'I.ﬂlﬁ‘ ? 3 _‘Lt}' .i-"l'- i

N E I,

M NDRANDUN TO-= revens Hezdstraticn, @.M.d.,
FROM: Politieal Section, A.C.C.

SUBJECT: Military CGraves in ltaely.

It would he s oreciated 1 you Wwoild rovide Infor-
the procedure now followed by tne United otates
rities 1in Italy for cbteiying and naintsining
vlith o reference to the basiec Instructliens unon
rocedure 1s based.
. e cuestion hzs arisen in ecmnection with the posi-
n of the United States Governmenl in regard Lo earlier
‘miernati nel zereenents covering American militzry raves 1in
Itely.

/.{{.{._.«‘;:/ﬁt,ﬂf“/”i%l_,_
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