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August 10, 1944.

Tear Bill:

I transmit herewith copy and tranelation of & letter from
the wife of Qeneral Presti, now understood to be in an Allied

internment camp, together with a report (in Italian) of the
pctivities of the P.A.I. (Polizis dell'Africa Iteliana) during

the Cerman occupation. GCeneral Presti held a high command in
this organization.

A recommendation for his release from the Vaticen dated
June 20 was tranemitted by this office to General Johnson on
June 21 which was answersd by the latter in the negative on
June 2%, Some ten days eago in a conversation with Mr. Taylor,
the Fope himself referred to the case of General Preetl and
expressed the hope that it would be examined aympathetically.
Incidentally, we have heard from a good many sources that General
Prestl conducted himself as well as could be expected in the
peculiar circumstences prevailing during the German cccupation

of Rome.

The attached correspondence is being sent to you for the
information of the appropriate Allied Authorities.

Sinceraly yours,

;’f ) —_—
F et — 1 s da_A - L
“”H ;ﬂv'hﬂ*f‘{. *"'%f . / / 1( R
William W. Schott, Esquire,

Folitical Zection, i
Allied Control Commission, d . 0
Ministry of Corporations,
Home .

Enelosures:
Copy and translation of latter;

Report in Italian.
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ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS

Civil Affairs Office

BT

'he Ameriear ambhescpftor in Hadrid haa asked I b1

oniry Tegardlns 1ne shereabouts of Maodasme Dolores Prerzol inl,

G ) Eome, This is pesred

isrean 85 UEE o '["i-’..l]'hf.i 1 ¥

avant her neme should come to your ml tention.

raoplirnd it should be cranemritted t

Solurbie Hnivy=realy, Vay TOT

{1lk] s
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HEADGUARTERS ALLIFD CORYROL COIMISSTON
POLITICAL STCTION
A0 594

16 Aupmat 1944

Recummendstion Trom the Vatican

negarding Melease of
General Prestd,

+ G-2, Rome Allied Arenm Comnand.

There is encloged s copy of a letter from the Anerican Uharge!

d*Affaires to the Holy See,with its enclosure., € would appreciate
If' thig cose were to be reviewed and whatever decision made therein

vranamitted to the Foliticael “oetion, Alliad Contyrol Cormisaion, to-

fether with the attached enclosures in order that ranly mnay be made

to 1thie Chyypoat d'Al'Tairas,

WILLIAM W, sexopr
Viece-Prasident, Political

Section

fnelss
Aa stoted above
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(feal of U.d.A.) Mmbassy of the

Agpust 10, 1944

Lear Bill:

I transmit herewith copy end translaetion of aletter {rom
the wire of General Presit, now understood % be in an allied
interoment camp, toeather with a report (in Itr-_'l*ﬂn] of t1o
etivitios of tle T.A.I. (TPolizia dell'Africa Italisna) during
the German occuration. General fresgti held 8 high command in
thi=s organizatjon.

A recommendation for hisg releass from the Vatlean dated
June 20 was transmitted by this office to Genersl Johngcon on
June 21 whiech was answered by thin latter in the negative on
June 23. oona ten davs afo 1h e converasation with iir. Taylor,
the Pope himself referred to the case of (eneral Frestl and
expressed the hove thal 1t would be examined sympatheticnlly.
Incidentelly, *e hamve heard fram good meny sources tlat Leneral
Frestl conducted hinself as well as could be axpected 1n the
peculiar cireumstencos prevoilirg during the Germen ocececuration
of Lgne,

The attached corrcspondence 1s beinpg sent to you for the
informaticon of the appropriate Allied Authorities.

sipncerely yours,

/8/ Harold H. Tittmann

Williem W. Sehott, Eaquire,

Palitical Secticon,
Allind Control Commission,
Miristr: of Corrvorations,
Home.

Englosures: ¥
Copy and transglation of letier;
neport in Italian.

Inited Stateg of smerdica

3204
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4 ApRosto

Eccenllenza;

sono le moglie del Generale Umberto Presti, gla comandante
la polizie della Cittdé Aperts, arrestato dopo un mese dalle
felice liberszicne di lroms, non ao per guale imputazione; dopo
aver bussato a tutte le porte, prendo tutto il mio coragglo per
rivolgermi, con la presente, direttamente all'E.V. perche a mio
marito posse essere reso il piu rapidamente possibile, 11 8uo
onore di uvome e di soldato.

A tele Bcopo mi permetto di sccompagnare alla presente un
breve pro-memoria che sottopongo alla paziente attenzione dell'E.V.
perché dai fatti nello stesso contenutl, 1'E.V. tragre gll slementi
per glustificers almenc guesto mio personale intervento. sSe mi
sono decige s guesto passo, e perche, oltre a tutto, sono profonda-
' mente preoccupeta per lo stato di salute di mio marito sofferente
di enterocolite ameblca ed ora sotto 1'influenza dl un grave
sgaurimento nervosc, conssquenza di nove terribill mesi viasutl
difendendo con ognl mezzo e con proprio diuturno pericole, ls
libertd & la vite di coloro che hanno trovato in Roma, proprio
morceé d'opera di mio marito, discreto refuglo e largo nascondiglio.

Voglia 1'E.V. perdonure gueste mia eucdazio e lon mia convinta

speranza
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speranza in un vostro interessamento per il quale mi saro

difficlle trovar parole per ringraziare.

Con devotr atima

(3igned) TERESA PRESTI VIGHNOLA

Viale Parioli, 90

Tel. BT703E00
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hugust 4, 1944

Viale FParicll, %0
Tal .B70500

Your Axcellency:

1 am the wife of the Ceneral Umberto Fresti, the Tormer
beud of the Police of the copen city of Home - arrecsted on
charges that I ignore a month after the happy liberation of
noma by the Allied forces. Alter having been everywhere, 1 am
at lest taking the liberty of sddressing tnls letter directly
to Your Pxeellency sgo that the honor of my husband as & man and
anldier may be restored ess soon a8 possible.

+{th this aim in view, I permit myself to enclose for
your attention, & briefl memorandum, the contents of wWhich will
nt lenst show vou the justificetion of my intervention cn behalf

c¢f my husband.

‘mother reason why I have interceded for my husband, 18 that
I am extremely worried about his henlth. He is suffering from
an smoeble entero-colitis and is also in a state of groat nervous
eyheustion which is the direct result of these last months 1In
which my husbend defended with every meens in his power, under
constant peril, the livea and liberty of those in Rome whom my
husband secretly helped and gave hiding places to.

T want Your Excellency to excuse me addressing mysell to
you and daring to hope that you will interest vourself in my
acase - for which 1 find 1t difficult to find gufficient words
ol thanks.

[teapectfully yours,

(3igned) TERESA PRESTI VIGNOLA
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R, MINISTER(

DEGLI | 3
AFFARI ESTER |
e '-____'.-'J
Ly VRANDUM
for the
POLITICAL SECTLON (_'5" st e Ul
The Royal Ministry of Italian Africa, following
request set Lorth by signer Giuseppe Frestipino Giarrita,
would like to convey in the most guitable manner to signas
Vincenzo Pregtipinu Gigrrita, Director of the Landed Property
Burcau (ULTiciv FPondiario) in Tripoli, the news of the death
ot his wile which occurred on Oct. 50, 1943 gt Giciosa,
At the same time the Minislry of Italian ifrica
would 1ifke fo extend to signor Vincenzo Prestipine Giarrita
gincerc cxpressions ol syupathy on bshalfl of the Administretic:

The Hoyal Minigtry of IMoreien Affars should be most
,'._,'I*JLLU-‘L.LLI 11 the -"ill.i_ﬂd GGI'J'I;EUJ_ Commlssion woulcl }“Liﬂﬂ.l}’ f[_]]:'w;ﬂ*ﬂ

the above mentioned wmessazes to the person concerned,

oalerno, April 17th, 1944.
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PRINCE HENRY OF BAVARIA

b "B = i

L_-ﬂ_.'.. 5

of Bovaria, second son of Rupprecht, la herse
PwLLa CANSULTA 56

in Rome at the Layntion ol oan arino, Via &ﬁ?yhe passes

Frince lienry

under the assumed name oOf HARON ANRICO RITTER,

He has been to see me several times, and T have duly

reported hls presense here. He 1a anxious about the possibllity

aversal times asg Lo 51lied intentions

uf HPTEEt. [ & hﬂﬁ Hﬂhﬁﬂ [f1E3

as rerurds Paverlia, ol which I have of courss ucel absolutely

non-coimittal, He ststes that fupprecht, hls father, is in

nerhaps in hiding, dand Lnat ha will remsin there

when the Gernans legve rlorence and the A1lies enter. le

that his fother 1is an anti-=lNazl.

I underastund that ths aldsst brother has Deen disowned

srobably on account of a maTrriage.
My impression 16 that Frince Rupprecht will be prepared to
show strong pro-allied sympathles if we haove anything to

promise him. It 18 uite possible that hls ambitions may o

aven Turther than the cinsdom of Davaria,
T would recolmend that no instructions be given for the

aprest of Frinces Henry until highest levael has bheen consulted,

should such a step be conlemplated at present.
I would susgest that the Torelpgn Offilce should be informed

- ..r-E.-:l‘.rm _ i}:‘fﬂl’-tl‘{*f ,':!‘E' JI-—J(J{".-&'L
in any case, ulsqﬂinstructlanﬂ ng to attitude towards Rupprechd

v

_._.._._._l___.———ﬂ

/cZJ;v /;,744, = oty 2t 3170

should he be found in Florasnce,
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ooamlumsencs o the Poliisah

udalt Froloopows R,
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