A —
Beclansilled B.0. 12356 Sectlion 3.3/HHD Ho. 7 :)} 5 0 ; _é'rl -

S ACC loeoe |13 2 / 435




! Declassified E.0. 12356 Section 3.3/NND HNo. 274 55 DG il

i+

S20. 2 |

_i:*'-Jf-* Tdolian Acowy

Tap 164yy . Jaw (948

&
J-|.-




Paclasnsified E.0, 12356 Bedtion 3.3/HND

C OGPy

ADDRESS TO COMBAT REINFORCEMENTS AT LSANO
BY
Major General L. BROWNING, G.0.C., M.M.I.A.
on 20 Feb 1945

1. An G.0.C. of tha Allied Militery Mission to the Itallan Army, 1 am glad to
have this opportunity tc come and see you and talk to you.

You sll are destined to go socon to the new ltalinon Combat Groups which we
have formed to help us liberate ITALY and defeat our common enemy. You have an
honourable task and I am sure you will fulfill it worthily.

I am £lad to see so many Patriots here and I want to congratulate them on
the good work they have done for their country and the Allled Cause.

2. A word as regards these Combat Groups.

An you know, they are clothed in British battledress and armed with British
squipment == just the same as the other nations fighting with us, euch as the Poles,
the Czechs, the Greeks, etc. So you are Joining & "family of nations" in this theatre.

Thia Centre CESANO is the place where relnforcements for Combat are collected
and treined before being sent to join Combat Groupse.

We have only rscently started this Uentre and we therefore have not got it
fully organized yet. Hut 1 kmow that you realize that we are doing all we can and
that, as soldiers, you are prepared to put up with minor discomforts so as to be able
to get at our common enemy at the eamrliest moment. It is my regponaibility (under
the orders of Field Marshal ALEXANDER) to organize thie Centre, to urovide rations,
to provide British battledress and bootn, atc. Owing to transport diffieulties and the
large numher of you peocple who have come all at once to this centre, we have not been
able to put you mll straight into British battledress . But it is all on the way and
my staff are doing all they can. Thies battledrese comes, of course, from British
gources and ig handled by us until isesued to you.

1 may tell vou that your Italian Staff are as disappointed as we are that we
have not been able to produce all the battledress we want up to now. But vou will zet it.

7, I want to make two more voints. The first is that in the Allied Armies, the
Army is above politics., Anyone is entitled to hold any veolitical view he likes, but as
coldiers we obey without question the orders of our Ministry of War. The same must be
so for any army and it is the principle we work on for the Italian Army. Your Minister
of Var has also expressed the same view and orders in a circular to the Italisn Army.

I take no part in politics. I regard every Italian in the Italian Army merely ae a
poldlier,

When vou come into the Italisn Army (as you are doing nuwﬁ %“}2 pust therefore
a/da

be bound by the rules and regulations of your Minletry of War. A {#lined soldiers,
1 am sure you reslize that this must be so, fhe Itslian Army has been put operationally
at the dispoesal of Field Marshal ALIXANDER by your Government and so that operationally

all orders you get, really emanatse, from Field Marshal ALLXANDER,

4, The gsecond pofnt I want to make is this. The Britigh are providing you with
arms to fight our common enemy. With the enormous, world wide demand for arue, it is
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hat arc available.
ght here, it

We want all the arna t
n fact any arms) that you hrou

not easy for us to Keep th. supplv golng.
So, if any of you have any British arms (i

is your duty to hend them in at once.
to your own military lew for soldiers (which you

1t 1a of courese contrary
are now) to possess any private armd.
that the Britlub are providing encugh Britlgh arms for

I can assure you
want to when you £0 to the front:

you to kill all the Germans you
resentative here) to collect all private

told Lt Col MAGKAY (my rep
he place he directe.

I have
on must hand them in to &

armg from you, 80 ¥
a Britisher. What 1

to realize that 1 am not spealking only as

H. I want you
ordera of your Government also.

have said arve the wighes and
My friend hers, Signor MARIC PALERMO, Under-Secretary of War, standing here
hegide me, is proof of thias. I am going to agk him to say & few words to you,

endoreing my remariks when 1 have findshed.
& That ie all 1 have bto SAY. Once ngain my congratulntions to you on the
to liberate it from

gpirit in which you have come forward to fight for vour country,

our common enemy and O end the war as BOONn AS possible.

nd the dawn ol a new and brightar world is

The dark night 18 ending a
part in hastening that dawn.

approaching. You will be doing your
nes and all good fortuns to vou all when you go to the front

My best wis
i1l A lot of Germand .

.- and 1 hape you will ke

goon —=—-<
fa/ L. Browning

Ma jor General
wa M. M, I. A.
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l. Tlevso infom Mershal Mesue thit no demcbilisstlon of Itelisn Axmy
personnel een be permitted e eert in eeoss of tha eollins loid down for
tha Itallion Army.

2a Tia chly'gxeiiplions to this ruline are a2 follows, =

(ti) Ferdonuel mey be demobilioec up 'o the mumbers vho may be teken into
tha Jtolion Ariy from the normel aanusl Antike frem enmaol clesnen,

(b) slthougl damobllisstion in eccordance with tha ebove rulipe ®ill no
be parmittod, Locove moy bo gronted ot hio discrstlon provided thet
the tobnl raticn strength co not fell &t sny tim= bolow v Tlpure to
ba cprasd betwsen him snd the Lend Yorces Sub-Nosmissicen, In &b
conneeticn It 14 recocniac: thot sezmsonsl leave to @esioct in sgiicul-
Fure (d.o.0 during the sowing sescon or during ths harve t) mey U
glvin b3 prenerously e the sltustion ot the tise permlts.
n gusen where Individunl perconncl ere wrgontly required for pivobal
positions in industry for the diroct prosccoution of the wr effori,
theca egeln mey be damobilliand with the ¢encurronce of 'he Lanc Foxrcoon
Sub=Coarmies ion.

|

MOEL MASON WACF LANE,
Lisntonant=Guoneoersl
chicf Conminsicoer.
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