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VISIT REPORT

REFCRT OF ALE I OW VISIT 10 TARANTO SRAFLANE WING, CGrOIA DVL COLLE, VIGNA DX VAIL, BARI AND
DETVIEN 5 JOTH DEC, AND 16TH JAN. 1947,

L]

I S s e P i ey pe g T — A

t W FORT

ki e i R T e ho P —— o

a Monday the 30% Jpne 1 proceaded %o Vigna di Valle ond flew down 4o
Taranto in o Cont 506 pllotod by the Commnnding Offlcor of Hhe Taranto bagg, Col,
P2 v I otayed tho Nondey end Twwadsy nishke in the C.0.'s residence ot Tormne
o ond woft cazly on Vednagday fox Cloian dal Colle. Thile ot Tayen®o T woe able
o put in L hours fiying on air ses rescus trminin exzorcises,

aSelis TAunches and Reserve Bnoincda

I disciweed the quastion of opoye enplnes for the 1) ox R.A I, e 3
spocd Launchen with Col. Perzand and the ofi'icer in charge of 4 launches, Thay
oy ceted to ;e that 4f in fac! 4he 50 resnrve ancines cannet be made awmiloble
from Red.)s Souroes, then Isobta Fraschini 1000 herse power englims can be mde
eyadleble in larvpe quantities from IAS lounches 6Ff the Italisn Novy, Under 4he
~amma of the peace troatfy ilo WAS Lloumches and engines will have 4o be bwlien up
and this sseas & oed opportunity of {infling enpims on 4he gpote

Cols Peszani sweested thorefore thet the specinlists on the s ot be
dve. | _minsion to experdsont with the installation of wo of %hees Isotba Froe
sohinl engiincs in olie HaS.Le Cole Viala, who is in charge of tho mwal arsenal,
0 nto atates that the enpinos could be made availnble a4t vory short notles
apnd [ uwderatand that thoye sre at ths Adr Foroe S$ation and at the arsenal nt
Faranto 8 larpe melier of techniesal persennel vho are well irained on these en-
£ins te
IT She C,T.0s 190 not yet heard of itlds prosoanl from Col. Clgerza st
the Alr Ministry, will he nlease have a word with me aboub it.

‘here aye al prasent foarty complets end trained crews for H.S.L. wait-
ing at Tarsnto; they have an extremely pood offlcer in chazve and seam %o be woll
trained on the theorstil 2l napect of thelr jobe As soon s they are able to do
scme training a=flont it wnuld be batber.

-
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RLT 1O TARANTO SEAPLAME VING, GIGIA DEL COLLE, VIGNA DI VALL, BART AND CAFOITGHINO
BUTWEEN 'PHE 3OTH DEC. AND 1 OTH JAN, 1947

ERPORTY

TR — g

I procesded to Vigna di Valle ang flew doem 4o
he Commanding Officer of the Taranto bacse, Col,
tuoeday nights In the C.0,'s regidence at Tayan-
Gloin dal Colle., 'hile nt Toronto I was abls
rescus trodniny exereises,

¥ and Reserwya En~inet.

(of' sp2xe cngines for the 14 ex RefAe Fa high S cfmmcer o e
L the oi'f'icer in diarre of tw leuncheg, ey Mr, Srae ‘
o0 1esexve engines csnnot bhe made availahle Cole 0y T F2ZEre e Lrypives s
poochind 1000 horce porar englies con ho mds S Fe0, Ao —ltmmmens,' Fox
INAS launches éf the Italion Wovye Undor +h: e f*'-’-*"ﬂ*'*"'““ﬁ '?'*"
alnches and englmes will have %o be Dwken wp ﬁ-frf fz’ﬁ"" 7S : g2
f finfing engdms on the spot. jﬁ:ﬂ;‘{::' : Af:’:,.; i s |
exefore that the specislists on “he spot ba :ﬁfﬁz'ﬂ'—",_ o ”_f.:'.“'--' .;g
the installation of &vo of Hiose Inotta Prie ) s
Viola, who is in charne of the mval arsenal
pould be made avuilable at very chort notice
8 Alr Force Station and a+ the arsennl at
| e roonnol viho axe well trained on these en-

vl

b hoard of tids prosossl fren Cole Cigerza at
e A word with me about its

£ conplete and troinsd crows for HeS.L. walt-
¥ good offleer 4in charge and geom to be well

 thedr job. A5 soon an “hey are abls to do
ar's
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FLring Teoiniy

Yoy it4le tinindng has Lonn corrlad oud Ly Ui alixr arewe doe S0 shorfe
ege of aircraft and general unservicenulliyy (eoo penddy D o Adr Hepoart)e I
had a quink ool round the STAN sorizhepo where age Wory good plrirane work wWoo
baing = on 4o Indils and wings ol a maibor of coopdenas. In nhe o WO CAGC3
the oirfivoos will e almood ro-buill,.

e only odrovaft wiich hes el rohrmed to the wnift aftor modificHtion
At the Comany o% Oopto Colopde woo in the workobopoy the holl and wing roois o
woere olrioped and vl bo completely wiaiod —ith foosh tisber, In vies of She
fact Shot hin sirvemfs woo % Sento Gslende for owor clght ponthe, 1% 18 0 fMMGT
L4ty that onothor four monthe worl: o 0 re) dzed on LT imedintoly oo wehum L0 hooce
T 4hinks “ho Cale.0e sammild dnsure st the Company sre fully scoainied with repnirs
By iy e

which this type of rlveroft inwmzlobly roouire, Seriwpo o reprosontative miould
aond o four days st Thannto on T80

Tho 4ochnicsel wings hawe Deoan instructed $o concontyato their ailonil on
on e 506'2 and oot Yo cayvyy oul incpactions an thesge H01's vivlceh Shey jwrooumo

| P .. L

will b sovepped vwnder $he doims of ho ponoe rentye

Lindae Operationse

There 4s no liriam cudpment ot Toronto; the fittings otue vero oxum-
inn +  Npmanin Ootobhor LG ard found oatisfoclory ad en far as T onn 8ee 08
soot a6 +ho equlpeent orelvos at Ternnto all thet 1% dc woqiirved do the 1t%ing
of the stomge, ond of an electrical dlstributor veleons,

- .'I!'.ﬂ'l‘ -..}F!'M- :Eﬂm:l‘m }w'ﬂ'

e Comaondlnyy Officor ond Camanderp of 'l are wvory consclows of 4
their procent and fubare yoles in reupcet of elrcauft safoty ovar and round Italy,
Tholr tminlne coorcises in comection with 440 nme prods Tho advemi™® ond crews
avo suitahle for the Job, Dul tie oneillaxy eadpsend ond atores are of poor guale

ity and nxe nol in very pood condiiions I 4rled oul one or fwo ses markors and
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r hoo boon cariad oat Ty 5w alir crows due Yo short-
hoorvicentAiity (ooo Aypendis D to Mr Repart)e I

i worlzhops whore soe vory pood airirmme work woo
vinco of o mudbher of nooplainch. In none or Wro capes

bt 1%,

Achi lne 7ot rohomod %o the unit afier modific -u--:m
indo wos in the corichops; $he holl and wing roots
nlatoly yoooved vith freogh Sinber, In view of 'lzhr:

B canto Oslende o ovor elsiit months, it dn o pynet

Celels

gre st 4he Oompany arve fully scaainted with wapnirs
vnzielly 1oc A0 Vortmno & represomtative chiould

.[ll.ll
il

| have DLeoon instructed 4o concontrote tholr ationilon
} s dcopootions on those 501's widch they hwnﬂum
s of the poacs lwentye

1

plncncene Operd LLonoe

H
J
bvorle e roined on it dmmedistely on xobum 40 TS0 i

F & »ﬁ"«r‘ & % B
eyt ad Toranto; the fltlings olo, woru oxnm- Gy Os i?:( lre
pd found sntisfactoyy md o far as I can ses 0o Sella0s ¢ g ’74
at Tayanto all thot 1% 4o yequired 1o the f1t4 b
gal distyibutor elenna,

f;‘

- Ban Rapouns ey T Hﬂ!!mﬂ

ooy ond Conmandors of e oye vory consclous of & St e o %ﬁi@-
p in respoct of aixcreft safoty over and round I4aly. EQe o s / e #.'.z‘ﬂ..r
prmocticon wlih %.4s sre poods The alromft ond crews o e T
| the anoilleyy eqilpmant ond s'ores are of poor gualw o ,;r#f_,,__ : :4{’,4( _fﬂ’% -
conditions I tried out one or 4two sen maricors and S ,r:;nf_, 2. ey e .
doce Lotk g ppad
Jovace ‘,-:ZL ‘-—tf-q;;{.c :?" et S

i dg el -
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pyrolechnies ond these were only coout 50 zerviceable; I oloo released on tho
Iand the 4ype of dinghy which they carry on the 506.

The parachute and CO, boliile wvere released by stotic cord, and tho
cords had hecame dump ond juat ‘brﬂ"ﬂ away without relenzing the bol tla.
The contents of the dinyhiezs such as food, bendapes, florusine eta,
were all sbout four yesnrs old and in poor unnﬂitinnsql I sugmst to Air 5 o
r s up with the Ay ldnislry.

iy Ses hRooocus Exercloes.

T went as gecond pilol on the two air sea rescus exorcises in a
Ccant 506 (the flisht orders Lo crews in respeot of which are at finclosure 5
on file 92/i'mp)s “hecc exeroises Inolude the homing of one aireraft on to
another in the Gulf of 'aronto. Instruciions and direcilions are passed through
the Airoraft Safedy Center at Brindisi,

Tne briefing in respect of these exerclses vas clear and full; the
fligzht plan betwern tho capitain and orew was not so good and mmell caissions
vere noted such as fallure Yo synoronise watches, inouflicient binocolous and
no proper teanm worl for visual ssarching,

The mvlgetor was equipped with charta and the uswl instruments;
Imt in nelther case did he keep a log, and do far ac I was alble to ascertain
. are no up to dates log sheets on the station, 'Mis will be talen yp with

the Itelisn Alr !Ministry,.

The wireless operating and procedu e soemed to te wery pood. An
talian hond held camayra wasa carried and photorraphs were talien of the objeots
once they had been locateds On returm %o basze we dropped ths emrgency parachute
in the Mre Picoolo, and once afoin, althougrh the release from the aireraf't was
natisfactory, the static cord to the CO2 Loittile was unservicealbs with the re-

suld that the dinghy did not infleata in the water.
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only about 507 serviceable 3 I aloo released on %he
which they corzy on the 506,

&nd CO, botile were released by statio oord, and the
L Juat brole sway without releasing the bo+tlae,
We dinghies such as food, bendages, florusine ete,
old and in poor conditions, I sugmest to Air 5 4o !
tinistry. l

fen Reccug Ereraises, "

nd pilol on the two air ses rescus oXercises in a | SeiSs 0e
s Lo orews in respeot of vhich are at Enclosure 5 Alr II
eroises include the homing of one aircraft en to Alr III
ranto. Instructions and direciions are passed through

at Hﬂﬂﬂiﬂil
n respoct of these exarcises was clesar and full; the Alr II
aptain and erew was not so good and amall emissions Air TIT
® %o syncronise watches, insufficient binocoleus and
g al Emarﬂhiru;-
oS e quipped with charta and the uswl instruments; Alr IIX

keep a log, and do far ap T was able to ascertain
g oheets on the station, This will be talen ywp with

perating and procedus seemed to e very goed., An SelieOe
a8 carried and photographs were taken of the objeots C.Te 0, ; ’ ; ;

On returm +to bose we dropped the esmrpency parachute CaSe0s - & ; - :,T 5,2?
e again, although the relsase from the aireraft wos /*’” Az ’f?ﬁ"ﬁﬁ“ e Py
rd o the CO2 botile was unservicealls with the re- f;?}*n;?‘hf'" e 2

'.;".-"'.-_ .

0t inflate in the water,
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Stotion Jlorale,

Ihe moraie of the statiom is vexy high. Col, Pezzanl, the Comending
Officer has beon there for 3. vears in all, and he is & most capable and undei-
standing of'fioor with o leen sense of discipline and duty. The welfare faclliw
tise end amusements, such as atation cinena, are exiremely well run and ths alr
mens ferdling and living conditions are betlor *hoan any othar I have seen iu the
Xe

Copo San Vito,

I paid & quick visit 4o the small sorofirane at Capo San Vito vhere there
in one Marescinllio in chorye and 6 few airmen who maintnin the 2 rummys and the
disperssl point on this emoll prasc oirficlds The ailrsirip wvas in good condition
and I wap told that it had Leen only unoerviceable for 1lipht aireraft on 2 ocon-
aiong this winter.

On vadnesday I visitad 4he Primary Pllot School at Gloia del Colle and
saw tho C.0., Cole ugero. !fMerc was a strong wing blowing at the time and
consequently no flying, He told me that such winds are very frecusnll in winter
apd thay stop ‘heix flying far more than rain and muddy prounda,

Tiere it a vory lon: runway which ihe achool finds moot convenisnt,since
lotg (ineluding pupils) are able to land end take off agein without the ne-
cepsuty of Saxying: bock to ths beglimning of the runvay.

They ere very short of aircraft (Breda 25s and Hardl 1064) due to short-
age of whsels for tho formmer and propellors for ths latler, They are now working
on only 7 siroraft,

Apart from the wind, the exiremely cold weather and very poor leating

conditions in the barracks and messes render tlhis isolated airfisld very unsuitable

for puglil training.

' = -—— .
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j atation is wvexy high. Col, Pezzani, the Comanding

B4 yeara in all, and he 1s o most capsble and under-

i senze of diocipline and duty. The welfare facili-

@ ntation cinema, are extremely well run and the alr

iditions are bether than any other I hava geen in Hhe
|

Capo San Vito,

git 4o the omall seroftrame 84 Copo San Vito where *hero
and & few airmon who melntaln the 2 rummys and the

i1l prasc airficlde The alrstrip vas in good condition

peenn only unserviceable far lipght aireraft on 2 ncet-

Gi ‘-iﬂ L{ﬂl f-ﬂllﬂ.

gl ted the Primary Filot School st Gioia del Colle and
I Theroc was a strong wind blowing at the time and
+old me that swh winds are very frecustll in winbey
ar ore than rain and muddy proundse

. vunway which the echool finds mopt convenient,since
) are able to land and tale off again without the ne=
the beginning of the rummy,

of aireraft (Breda 253 amd Hardl 164) dus ‘o dhort-
and propelloras for the latiar, They are now worldng

; d, the extramely cold weather anl very poor leating
d mezpes render tlds isolated alirfisld wvery unsultable
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pespite Yhe fact et the T.H e have recently spent 8 foir
+ should be inciuded os e of ths

amount of nonsy here, T do no’t thing
airfields which showld be operational after the terms of the peace treaty.

+ho otatlon (ommander Becms to have a kecen sensa of

He e apain
yndexr hils cormand.

his responsibilifdoes towards the men
BARI

1 atayed ihe rodnasdsy night at Bari and lof%t iha Tuesday mOrT=
inge I anlled on LOfe caetab staff at Unitn! Aerea and also the Ceommand-
ing Of{icor &% nari ailenort, where evorything amened Lo be quite normals

canodichine Airfields
enlled in a4 Onpodidh inoe I woni S0

the hengar vwhere the 1igntnings a1e undexrodng aodificatdion and wid told
that thic work had Just about finiched, thal [ or 3 niroralt are ready
+o bo [lown to Lecoe and thet the rest w1l e troated an 3CIBDe

On the r25un o BEome we

Ei.‘ll'rl‘u]- GIEI:EE. Hfﬂdr'
f.LI.il I.-
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the T.A. 1. have recently spent & foir
iini 1t should be incliuded as mo of the
ponnl after the terms of the peace treaty.

 Commander sscme 4o have n korn sense of
fmen under his command,

j night at Bard and left ths Tuesday morn-
ff nt Unita' Aeres and slso +he Commende-
» overything seeanad 4o be gquite normal,

Adyfiald,

* eAllad in a%t Ompodichine, I went %o
re undersoiny nodifeation ond wus teld
Bshed, that 7 or 8 airoraft are ready
Yeal will be {reated as acrap.

C.M.Ms GRECE, ¥/Cdr,
ATR X.
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Itnallan * Winistry, L /ﬂ )
Attentic .« Uol, Andrower, | /{
26 Hﬂ“ﬁlbﬁrl 1935-6; = T
AFSC/26/a1r,

VISIT REFORT BE AIR STAFF.

Attached is a copy of th~ Vieit Report to Firl and Lecoe sares on
21 to 24 Hovember, made out by this officer,

<e The report iz not confidential and is referread ts you for vour aid
and inlormation.

€e
PATT FAVARD 1s% L&, A.7.
for AIR VICT MARSHAL,
DIRLCTOR,
ATR FORCES SUB COMMIS TGN,

L
g'th’}”
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