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1. On Friday 28th Felruary 1947 I pald = gtaff visit to Elmas teo
coenfer with 3/Ldr Badco®, 0.C. Klmas and 5/LAr Smith,ﬂrﬂﬂniﬂatimn HE

Malta. The following pointa were digcuaseds™

(a) The oultsbtanding commitment of Elmas.

Etﬂ Type of aircraft concernsd .

c) Humber of aglrerafta
reod:- Dispersal, s goomodatien, mnessing,

(d) Facilities requl
met, lriefing.

gorvielng, refue

() Personnel required.
(f) Accomedation & megsing required hy remaining persemnel.

(g) Authority responailile fer supplying (e) and ().
(k) What fncilities listed above could be gupplied br the

I"I:-E.liﬂﬂﬁ .
(1) Posslbllity »f R.A,F. personnel I

capacity.

1ing, radie facilitien,

emaining in a civilian

This 1g expected te carry on until

December 1947 5/Ldr Smith aaid that if ne gpecial arrangementa are
in the Feace Treatly that will cover the pogition at BElmas, 1t was
probable that the unit weuld be reved to Ajaccie in Corsica at the
and of R plus 90. Althongh thia was still under conslderation.

2, Qutgtanding comnitment.

3. Type of alreraft. Sinrle engine gacret reforce airveraft at the
moment these sdreralt are Tempests it it 48 not known if any other
type will be cencerned at a later dabe

This is unknewi it it 18 astimated that the

L. Number of alrer i
nvay (ten pireraft) plus twin engine

flow will be approximately ohe c@
egcort alrcraft per manth .
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VISIT REPORT.

REPORT O VISIT TO ELMAS AIRFINLD FY F/0 FOULT ON
= e FOIDAY 28TH 1947,

B i G

-

REPOILT

gry 1947 I paid a staff visit to Elmas to
C. Blmag and 5/I4r Smith,Organisation HQ
were dlgcussed =

bcommitment of Elmas,

.concerned,

T a

red 2~ Dispersal, sccomodatien, megsine,
Ling, radie facllities, met.|riefing.
d.

pgsing required by remaining persennsl,
gible for supplying (e) and (£).
ligted alove coul? ke supplied v the

AL, perseniel remaining in a civilian

Whis i3 expected te carry on until

Bald that 1f ne specisl arranpcments are
g cover the peglticn at Elmas, 1t was
I'be moved te Ajacecie in Cersieca at the
tthis was stlll under consideratdon,

L engine secret roforce aireraft at the
pests tut it ia not kmown if any other
later date,

‘is untneown Eut it ia estimated that the
e convey (ten alreraft) plus twin engine

el BN R Ak S
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5. Facllities required, These are ag listed in paragraph one, sub-
paragraph (d) all of whieh ars available, the met briefing heins
supplied by the Itallan liet service, Acccomadatieon for reforce orews
is limited ( about %2 pllots only). Servicine althouph availalile 1ig
limited due to the shortage of staff, 100, and £0 ectane fu-l im
uvailatle, Rardlo facilities are being maintained by RAF persennel
bt the flying contrel facilities ade in the hands of +the Italians,

6, Pergonnel required, 2 Officera and 325 airmen are remaining at
Elmas to fulfill the commitments, at the present moment Lhe gtrongth
is 2 officers and 45 men,

(e« Accomedation & messing reguired lmy remaining pergonrel, This is
alroady avallalle, two villas lLein; reserved for the station officers
and referce crews and one tullding serving as & combined Sgta! and
Alrmen's lese. Messing supplies are heing obtained from Melte, and the
present stocks available in the statien D,I.D, are estimated to be suf-
ficient to last until +the end ef the cemritment,

&« puthoritr responsibla fer pupnlying pergénnel and messine., As stated
in paragraph 7 AHQ Malte will continue to gupply all messing reguirenents
and in additien equipment and versonnel, AHQ I aly are responsible for
the accounts and pay of the station persennel,

9« Fgcllities supplied by the Ttaliang, These are ng follawss-

(4) Flying Control Facllities,
(b) Dispersal facilities,
(¢) Met briefing,

servicing and full radis facilities eannot ke supplisad by the
Italinng due to lacic of trained personnel,

10, Possibilitv of RAF persennel remainine in a civilian capaglty. T suge
gested to 5/Ldr Indces and S5/1dr Smith that it may be pogsible for the RAF

pergonnel te remaln in Elmas in o elvilia capacity and asked them for their

views., They both stated that if this could be arranred it would considerw

3184
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hege are ag listed in paragraph one, sub-

h are avalleble, the met briefing being |
et services Acccomedatlon fer reforce crews !

lots only). Servicing althougl avallable is |

lge of staff. 100, end 80 octane funl is ’ I
@5 are being maintained by HAF personnel _'

pillities abe in tho hawis of the Italians, |

I0fficers and 35 sirmen are remagining st by
iltmenta, at the present moment the strength

s ulred v remgining personnel, This is
fllea baine reserved for the statlen efficers

f building serving as a combined Sgts! and
pplies are heing aobtained from Malta, =nd the
dn the statlon D.I1.D. arec estimated to be suf-
eril ef the cemltment.

'or supulyine persénuel and messing, As stated
will ecentinue to supply all messing requireuents
and persomnel. ARQ Ifaly are responsible for
the statlion personnel,

8 Ttallans, These are ag follnwni-
fontrol Facilities, "
1l facllitiea, |
fing, :
@ full radis facilitieg cannot be supplied by the |
frained pergonnel, !
I
raonnel romainine din a civillan capagity. I sug- ii
5/Idr Smith that i1t may be possible for the RAF | |
As in o elvilian cepupity ond agked them ler their
fthat Af thils could be arranged 1t would censider=
|

L |
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ably ease the task of azervicing and refueling the gomnitrent ss Elmas was i
in a far better stagling pesition than Afacclo, and wonld preve easier to
supply with equlpment and rations frem lMalta,

11, General. The responsibility of unit btut Elnes is to service, refusel
and accomodate pllets and crews of sincle-engined referce and escart alr-
craft, although as S/14r Smith pointed out escort aireraft have not baen
officially censidered they are technically part of the convey's, In ad-
ditien to service and refuel any RAF aireraft ey may force land in an
emergency at Elmas, within their capalilities, And alse ot present they
are comiitted to the refueling of the Ttalian Militarv Ceurier nnd A.5.0H.
aireraft, although the suthority for this is unknown,

Authority hag been rsceived by the 0.@, Llmas te hand ever to
the Shell 01l Company the remalning bulk petrel stecks held by the RAF |
amounting te appreximately 500,000 pgallons, At the menent the Shell repre=
sentatlve in Elnes hag not received the autherity te tale over the above !
petrol, but knows that the negotiations of this tranafer were in progress.
It wes expected that Shell would have taken over the petral stoc! by
Fetruary the 1ith and apparently all holders ef Shell cards appear e have
been infermed of this. In view of the above apreement has been reached
between the Shell represen‘ative and the 0,C. 8/Ldr Badeoe for the Shell
Company te draw stools I the RAF and to comience refueling all aireraft |
holding Shell eards with effect fresn the 3rd ef larch 47. The petrel so |
dravn to be part of the bulk steck dus te be handed over., In order to
fulfill the comnitments Shell have talen over surplus petrol bowsers from
the l.T. gectlon at Elmas, this transfer of bewsers having b en approved
officially.

TSR S A S ——

Autherity has nlec been received by the C.I.P., Petrel Company
to take over approximatsly 100,000 gallens of 100 octane frem Shell sources,
thls 1s confirmed by the 3hell ropposertative,

LEthexity has been received L1 JBDHE by 0.C. Eluas te hand
over to the C.1.F. Petrel Company nll stecks of u/s 100 octane petrel for
sonversion to M.T, fual, I
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ing and refueling the mommitment as Elmas was
ftion than Ajmccie, and would prove easier to
bions from lalteae

ity of unit but Elmas 1s To gerviece, refuel
fevws of ginzle~enginc reforce and esgert alr-
th pointed cut escert nireraft have not been
re techrnically psrt of the convoy's. In atil-
L any RAF aircralt they may force lund in an
seir capalilities, And alse uf preasent they
r of the Ttalian Vilitary Courier and fA.o.1t.
frity for this is unknown.
Yeen roceived by the 0.@, Llmas e hand ever tco
maining bult petrel stocks held by the RAF
00,000 gallons, At the moment the Shell repre=
scelved the autherity te tale aver the abave
hogotiations eof this tranafer were in progress.
nild have talen eover ths petirel stoc by
Ently pll holders of Shell cerds appear te have !
B ow of the above agreement hag been reached
b+ive and the 0.C. 8/Ldr Badeone for the Shall
f +the RAF and to' comuence reluellng all alreraft
Pect from the 3rd of March 47. The petrel 80
Ik stock dus te be handed over. In order to
11 have talen over surplus petrel bowsers from
M his transfer of bowecrs having been approved (

hlsr been recelved by the C.I.F. Petrol Company
00,000 pallons of 100 octane frem Shell sources, |
1l ropeosentative, |
been received frou MEDME by 0.C. Elmas te hand
lompany all stocks of u/s 100 ectane petrol fer
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12, Pozitien ag at the 3pd of linroh o

() BAF Unit com itted to servicing and refueling of
reforce alroreft and emerpgency RAF niroraft also
to supply messing and accoredatien for abave,

{h} Ttalian Air Force gerviclng and refueling Itallon
Military Oeurier and A.B.R. airecraft drawing petrel
from TAF sources. . '

(e) All civil aircraft holding Shell cards being refueled
by Shell,

(d) Position of all other aircfaft including fereipn
military aireraft and civilian rot holding Shell cexrds

NRCHNOWN o

Up to the prescnmt time tho RAF unit have refueled all alr-
craft as in (c) above but have received orders from AHQ lalta to comply

with (a) abeve only.,

13, Queried. (a) Position of aircraft as in 12 (d) 1

(b) Conformatien of C.I.F. Petrel stacks and losuing them {
with instructions to refuel the Ttallan Military Courler
and A.S.R. alrerait.

(e¢) Confopmation by Shell Conpany of suthorlty to talka over
RAF bulk steock of petreol.

(1) Authority for RAF unit to draw petrol stoeka from Shell
Conpany when Shell have gfficially talken over stoc 8.

(e) Pogsibility of RAF persennel renaining in a civilian
capacity.

(£) Source from which they wetilld draw pay 1f (o) agreed to
due to clege devn of AHOL,

(g) Position of the 0.C. Elias RAF Unit in relatien to the !
Ttalian Officer Commanding new that the Peace Treiby |

has been signed, s . , B e 4
& 1 Ak - i | i ' A il yhot - Y| ﬁ.-'f B
(1) Pessibility of g/1dr Bradcoe visiting Rome to dlscuss .ﬁfrsifﬁéﬁ - Le {INRE
any points arlsing from Uhe above about the middle of { |

liarch. | E. BOULT F/0O 1
Adr TTT .!1,1‘3,1-1_} Jﬂ_{f
I
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hit com itted to servicing and refueling of
oo airereft and emergency RAF aircralt alseo
ply messing and acco odation for above,

ev Alr Force servieimg und refueling ITtalian

fary Courier and A8, R, airverdlft drawing petrel

IRAF saurcede : &

A1l aircraft holdlng

ell,

Hon of all other gireraft including foreign

bry alreraft and oivilian not helding Shell cards

b .

dhell eards being refueled

b present time the RAF unit have refueled all alr=-
't have received orders from AHQ lalta Te comply

1 of aircraft as in 12 (d)

pation of C.I.F. Petrol stocks and issuing them
satructiona to refuel the Italian Wilitary Couriler
. H. sircraft.

vetion by Shell Ceupany of authority to talle over
0¥ stock of petrol.

ity for RAF unit to draw petrol stoeks frem Shell
when Shell have offilcially talien over gtockiss.
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1itvy of RAF persennel remalnlng in a clvilian
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