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ATR FORCE! Elm_ﬂ{}]-r.'_[:mm-:,
ALUIBD COMMISGSTON,

2.0 M 'K

2hth Jomexry, 1947,

APGC/ 'éﬁ?s_‘ii‘rjﬂ".f-'.

Blr, TRAINING COUTNSES I TIE UNITED KINGDOU

FOE_ITATIAN AT FORCE FRIGOITEL.

The A.P.0.0. Englneer Stoff Officer, \ing Commander Thompson,
disousaed with you, dur ng his recent visit to the Air Minletry, our raqu- et
for Training Courses for Itslisn Adr Force personnel and gained the inpression
that a reply had Lioen sent to our letier ﬂE‘ijﬁ':’fE;"DI*G., dated 2 th June, 1946.

< To date no commmication has reached thin Hendquarters from your

department but it is wnderstood from dng Commander Jradshmy, Directorate of
Folley (Air Staff), that an oft'icial raply is on lta way,

o P Ify, in fact, you had replied, and from the dote of this letter it

would appear that your letter had not reached us » 11 1° requested that vou forward
o eopy for our information,

I howve the -honour to be
ir,

Your obedlent Servant,

.IIL- — __--H'-—-Kr_-:l.__i..u__ ,__—-__.-'-_._._ﬂrp,"hl_r —
L.E. JAWMAN, G/CAT, ,
f'or AIR S MATRTIAL,
HI'.EE:-“ [‘”ar
ALT 0] CES SUL=-COM IS5 IO,

Under Secretory of State for alr,
Adantral House,

Kingaway, London. S,W.1.
(Attention ¥ing: Commander 5.13, Grant, D.¥.C. (Poliav A.S, 3A).

sy,
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PROMs  AIR VICE MANSHAL I.E. BROUTE, O.1l.E.

e Y

ATF FORCES SUD-COMISSION,
ATLIED COMIISSINN,

R QG ME .

25rd Jamunry, 1947,

AFSC/367/2/ 006
P e
. ‘
rhank you for your letter 137/2/L7 dated 21t
January, 1947,

2s There is no objection from this Bub-Commission's
point of wview for you to Lring the Italian Minletry of Foreigen Affairs into the

‘ T wlll inform the Italian Alr Wnistry that it 1is
your intantion to do go and will sugrent that if they have not done 80 already,

they chould to'e simdlar actlon.

lye Though I heve talen officlal and unofficiol action

Lo expedite o decision, I have had no of Cicinl reply to my latter AFSC/367/2/0RG. ,
dnted 20th Junse, 19,6, but have just been told that o favourable ansver 1o on 1tn

WL
§ Tn the meantims the Italian Alr Minlsiry have glven

e
s the nomes of 18 offioers and other rarlka for Enginesring and Signale Courses,

arnd those for Flying Tralning Courses frd being oonuldered.

b T will keep you informed of fulure davelopmenitd.
TEIU.I‘J /
4l
e

¥r. H.A. Hankey, Cﬁ /L‘m A

British Esbassy, —
R_O0_ M _E . i A

— il

f:'.kj'y{;




-"r.'-'*t-:' £.0. 12356 Section 31.3/HND HNo.

by

Y >

137/2/47 21t Jsnuary, 1947.

307 Alr Vice-Marshal I.q, Brodlie, Alr Forces
Sub-Comiicelon, Allied Commisrlon, Rome,

From: Brilish Fmbagey, Rome, ;.'f { 4 .-___T'—#
f g g F !
/ P
The Foreipn Off'ice have seht us copleg of
correspondence between them, the Air Minis ry and
vou (your ref, AFSC/367/2/0RG. of June 20th, 1946)
About the proposal to send pome Italian Alr Force
olficers and N.C.0's to the United Kingdom for
Clying and braining courses.

The Foroipn Oft'ice have Bugpeated that we mimmt
wigh at some stope to brim Lthe Itnlian Ministry of
Foreign Aff'nirs into the plcture and have therefore
suriirecsted to the Adr Finistry in London that they should
advise yvou to keep in touch with us., I should be
griateful if' von could in due course let us know the
present posltion in this matterp.

Q. f-uhq'f'fM“ﬂ |

V i
7 ! \ H. A. Hankey,

f,-' tj..k‘._"_f
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ATH FONCES SUB=COMMISSION, 2 /7
A1EIED COMMINGION,
AYO 3 b i

Subject: lieport on Specoh Made Ly C. A.S. ut lecce on 11th December, 1946.

File Not: AFSC/ 'EE’({E&DH:‘"

Date H 16 th Dag. __‘_JI-_E_-"_I

1= e Rritish BEmbasoyy- f{OME.
Chey Ame camBubnsky, HOME,
ddri Hoadtuartors, Italn _
aille Ko Oe Eﬁﬂrﬂtﬂriﬁt- l i anse ahovw Lo Ll s
5/3drs - Phovpaony AeDs O3 GFATY
-Afl_.r":Hin*'mtrj', hondqrs
;'rdﬁ.lal-l {"'-) f""d'

Atlachad % of report on speech made by the Chiof of Staff, Itnlisn
Adr Torce, at Lecce on llth Decombar, 1946, ddf forwarded for your informtlen

andl puidonoce.

Col. Hewith, G=d alily

J--'-'I

a jf'wi_é.;)ﬂ'r.md Vi

~ IFrank Mare i,
1.t/Col., Alr Corps,
Deputy Director,

fdr Foroes Sub=Comndssilon.
T 8840
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o cern Aspombled nt ecce,; after the
W lcarie { vwas vnnble o
rulinble DOUrCODe

yapn muvlo to o all
Ty loan inspaot ng

snformation fro

e Spw gal
af the Tirlitioh il
the Tollowln

dopmrburs
et tomul but v o Lot

e ha #8p aon oo ainod Pour maln thanes 4
(&) o exprosaion of unsiofaotion d ispleyod by viplting Alllaed Ofi Lo,
i1d not romalt of a full fMlying Profrasssd, o

tholr ragrvi Lhat {the wentha
pymptthy with tho pilota who hod qore wnable to Show thelr

1_';1.,131.1‘&,‘1&’# to batter arlvan Gagae

rainad »o hegsd g

(L) I reguont To all ofticors [or betler co=operibion batwoon peniore ani

Juwdors both officerd and formations, polnting out that unlesa a good anprit de

s aatablished ond mndntained any attampy at efflolcngy would end in foailuros
he pooeat transfer af two ofiicors from the 5let B{ormb,

dpanlolile figth soen to hove bosn heandlod Ledly and were

aoappatis vos the Fightar Cormandar )e

aorpd
(Thin may rafer o t
Mnlors Leonoind an
transforred winlle Uol.

Ho pointed oul that
at laot 1n night oo
the DHOoeBRROAYY Arraige=

(o) The trensfer th the North of cortnin ttorso'ne
aftor o long sl drenry malt thoir roward for pa tlunoce wad
et the 5th, Hlat Ston o' woitkd b tranoferrad @3 soon AO
momts oowld be e, the cnommoemantl e reaeived by thead Gheymo'a with hil-
arloan urlt\v.‘--m’l.ﬂ.ﬁl.l,. Lot the hi':h Stornad VaId not over r_mlt‘ﬂ‘l.t}‘u;'lll'-‘l'-!iiﬂ about it"ﬂiuiiﬂ'-' ng,
in the Yo the (Tha o ihility of thely bedne moved to Bard, linsmvor, in unoer
:11‘1_&-1{:11:1&'!1:-1"., qiyl T woukd rooommencd +hat thio v sathorlsad to leavae Leoty f'rea for

al 44 1yl a) ‘I:.]r'.“-j_‘n.i_'t‘l,[u'j !uztlvl'ia}f]n

ad with nov alroralte Ho stuted that
the Fighters with Huatangs or dpitlflxven

(1) Yhe pounribility of Loing re=equipp
ha had told the i1ied Comnlood an that

W had been noied hia viows on o qulpplng

and after his ataty bl studlod the problan
shnt thoy would proler T bingDe (this im not tho ponarally aoge pbed view of the

Mphters at Looct, &= thoy aye very ploeoed with thely Spit's &% proasits LE0
thay polnt out that the poured of supily, Britain, 10 neprar an mora aocesnible o
Ll 100 tho Y. .F have hed apit's now for throe yeors ol 0w tho niyoraft
Loth from the {flying oand radnbonnnos paints af wiow, thus thay ool that fpittis

vould e s Latter proposition. )e
anjoyued

aloe reforred to the axoallent co=apernil g/ between the 1. 5.

l:.

j'll TJh.L:' g luila
ol the Aldlles.

(l-ﬂ“} -|I|l|-|:':- Il-.l;i|| ‘I:';:l']-ll ﬁrﬁ]‘rﬁ'

h LJ' [")' ill
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ATR FURCES SUB CGUMISSION
ALLI KD CCMIoal ON
BART

R W e———— -'\--I

Ruf's -  AMSC/B/EhH/Alr 1 ith Decenper, LYLO

APCRT OGN SPHECH MADE BY C.A.S. AT LECCE ON_1lth DeCHIBER, 1wio

[
m L p—— e —— e — pom c——" el e T o -

The speech was made to all officers assembled at Lecce, oiicr the depurture
off the British and american Inspecting Officers. I was unable to ubtend bub
reecived the Collowing inf'ormation from reliuble sources.

i iz spoech conteined four main themesy ‘ _

(1) An expression of suti.faction dis layed by visiting Allied Cilicers, thelr
resret that the weathep 2il not peaumil of & lull Clying progranne, and gympathy
with the pilots who had truained so hard and were unable to shuw thelr qualities
to bellier advantuge.

b A request to all officers for better co-vperation belween :uuiﬂr;_ﬂnd Juniors
" bobh olficers und formations, pointing cut that unless a good esprit de corps

wig established and meintained any attempt at efficiency would end in fallure.
(Miis way refer to the recent transfer ol two officerys 'rom EHL 5lst Ltormo,
njor's L@hcini and spaniolini, Both szeem to heve been handled badly and were
transterred while Col.Zappetta was the Flghter Commander).

(c) The transier bto the North of certain Stormo's, e j-trintulii out that after
a lone und dréegsry walt thelr reward for patience wus ul lost in sizht and that
the 5th, 5lat Stormo's would be transferred as soon as Lhe necc-oary arrangements
could be made. The announcement wus received by these Stormw's with hilarious
enthusivem, but the Lth Stormo were not over enthusiastic about r:;.'jminln,:; in
the south. (The possibility of their being moved tu Saril however is Llllﬂt!I:
discussion, and I would recommend that this be authorised to leave Lecce lree

Jor all forms of training actlv ity ).

(d) The possibility of being re-equipped wilh new glreraft, lie ctated It:hat he
hadl been asked his views &n re-equipping the Fighters with llustangs OF Spltfires
and alter his stafl had studied the problem he hud told the Allicd Commission
that they would prefer Mustangs. (This is not the Jenerally pccepted view of
the Mighters at Lecce, a= they are very pleused with their Spits al present,
Also they point out that the source of supply, Britaln, is noarer and more
accessible to Italy. Also the I.A.F.have had Jplts now for three years and

know the aireraf't both from the flying and melntenance points vl view, thus they

feel that Spits would be a better proposition).

lhe C.A.5., also referred to the excellent co-gperation enjuyed between the

:,1_,-', and the Allles,
/)
Gﬂi{aﬂﬂ;'

W.0. UOLLAGUN , ‘h, ;

. 5 e .Itl;r"'j ﬁ ll.-'
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DICCINAAED WITH THOMGON CHMA SUWVECT TO 1Mmiral, FINATCLAL
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1 Vorovon ybh-Comilssion, Allied Comdnosion, [0OUKE.

ftrdinn Adr Minlsiyy,
Cowoy : Medlterranoan Allled Aty Couviliteo Soorviarint,

Lth Decembor, 15940,

B/ 36 7/ /UG,

ilth referonce to o camreraation at o canforonce held at the Itelisn
fdr Mindsiry on the dnd Decanber, 1t ip deslrad to cot'irm that Allied suthoriticoo
ptronerly recomaond Aworporation of a Grooxd Brygdineer Group within 4w Flan of
re=oxyimlsation Lo the Interdm Itadlan Aly Foree but thet for the time bolng
ondy the Group lHecd uarters wl one of the thyes battaiions be acllivoated In the
near future. It 1s wadorntood that you agmve to thls modifiscation of the gonered
Flon angl that In foot you have olresdy initiated sotlons

A The sooner tho Latiolion i formsed the more llkely is it that you w131 .. by,
obinin from (moriean souwrcves & guantlty of hesvy equiprent vhich mey be lomnod

to the Itellian ‘dr Foree o the purpose of {ralning personiael in the work of
adntainlin: sdrfieldes ond uno iy oy conatruatlon oqudprent. It in confirmed

thot 4t 4o not pormdttod Ly the ‘merican Argy to train civiian personnol,

> It 18 roconrsnded tnoat in ‘the peneral Plan wo wlll add one Cround

o B \

Srginesy Group coupodsl of -

(1) Grouwn Heodquartors.
(11) Thyeo Groond Engineer Lngineer [atialions fhnl;,r one to be
aotivatod at thie tiwe ), ol convotied of -

a) une Heavy Baulprent oporating Company.
1) UOne Houlpeent Maintenanca Compnny.
| f‘Em by nél Cnw {!uth'1JL,1'tj!_¢Jt1 Conpayes
0 ) Une Training Oompany.
; u\'ﬂ-

" Ilj .J'IJI-"II'-r. g5y ,:r.i': : o A4 287
yq ) W G-/-"Fl'

LB DROIIE,
IR VICH MAMSHAL,
I}P-Eﬂfl'ﬁ »
.*12 FOLCKS S1B-CON ST O

Distiribhution

Itnllan odr Minintry < Gopian, ! _h’ ‘)

M .

o e 4aCa Uoayetariat 3 Coplan,
Flﬂﬂ 1 ijﬁd"':f'
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Mediterranear A1lied Alr Committee qecretariat.

To .= Director A.FaSeCe, Allied Commission (Through Chief Commlssioner, AC)

pate :=- 27th November, 19464
Ref :- MEDME/L203/1 JAFALS.

GROUND ENGINEER UNITS ITALIAN AIR FORCE.

tnformation availeble here sndicates that the proposed
Ttalian Air Force organization provides for NO ground engineer units.

Tt is conaidered assential that the Air Torce have units

2e

capable of raintaining sirfields if not actually capable of bullding

them.

Je Tt is further understood that & gquantity of heavy United
Ttalian Alr Force for

E‘I:atlua construction equipment might be loaned the

the purpose of training personnel in this work.
civilian personnel o be trained by the ATILY.

It is not permissible for

1t is recommended that there be included in the reorganized

k.
1lowing engineer structure.

1talian Alr Force the fo

1 Ground Engineer Group of:
3 identical cround Engineer Bns

1 Heavy equipment aperating Co.
1 Equipment Maintenance (Oe

4 Conatruction Co.

1 Training Co.

each of':

Only the group headquarters and one of the Bna to be activated,
the others to be on paper only. The BEn would be apprm:imatﬂl:,r 750 in strengtil.

Your comments are requested.

Distribution: 1 -
Chief Engr. AFHG ¢ ; I T AL L LU

G-3 AFHQ
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VINTOTRY, 10N
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DR OME 230 FIVE ID IMOh WO oSIETAH DIRECUOR (GATIBATION YO'EIGH ALR FOICES

'JI'J.-

FROV TUELNCOT D MUSTAG FIOBIEN IIT0IVED ID AMEHICAN NEIRISETTATIVES IN ITAXY

AHT BOT FULLY IDT WHE FICTUIE PR QISSTION VITH VAR DEPATGGENT AT Y IICH LRVEL 1D
{mg s XeAY 1OUR OIX THREE DATED FIMRH ROVITSEYN 15FERS P DUGGEST ROYAL ATR

WICE IFIEGAZTON

WOTEC WA I PARTOGTT AT HIGH TRVEL FD

AT VBRI JITPIIY ATD
ORCA TES ATION G Ui FRLSOAPRL AND DELUTY
I 38 VO IRCENVBER 1) PLAIT ACCRPTAHIE IH OURLINS FROS MILATAIY
LOOTES FITIANCTIAL BD IEHEFEIEICE EIPRESSIED TOH IRETAIEE IF

OISO T OTE S T YA S AN Y ROCREDINE BD

TG OF TTATIAM BOULTRENE THAT LTALLAMS WIS U0 DFRET
BAECT 10 NENVTIRFE FRIDAY OF DATURDAY 50 30 WEILOH 91E ITALIAN
5B OT0 BY AGE "0 GIVE MRS phne COMBULT AN LON

1D MIETAG QUESTION HAS MADE DOl
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OBOE SEVEIN ZERO B FOR AID VICE IARSHAL, EMHRY FROM BRODIE ®D SUBJECT

i Ly .Pm
TRALNIIG BOURSES I UNITRED KINGDOM FOR ITALIAN AIR FORCE iEFERENCE MY

e 1 ~7 ALK ABLE FOX SUGAR CHANT.IR

R SLACH THRER SIX SEVEN SLASH TWO SLASH OBOR
il AOGER GEONGE OF TVO ZERO JITE EARA FIVE WILL BE GRATEFUL TP YOU WOULD
=y SIGHAT, CHARGE 1 ‘

R HEAD \WHICH WOULD R: MADE AGATHST TTALIAM GOVERMENT B

COMBINED CIIIERS OF STAWF TI7 ¥aX ABLE NAN SIX NINW SEVEN HAVE AFROVED

REQFGAITIUAITON OF IPALIAN MR IUTCE AMD THEREFORE WR CAN NOW GO AHEAD
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ALY IOV GED TB=O0N IBHION,

ALLED COMOTIATOn,

S0/ H67/2/ A

L & povyy Lo vorry vou again, but I om afrald I
mlsunderatond T4/ Oolonel Hed it with roread to e stotorment mate 4n my lottor
ol oven xvfererea datad Ot Povyarder, 1M6, last perograpgh on the flrat paga,
vhideh I wodd be glad A7 you would delots ind mbotituio pe

"I wn Anforued Ly 1I4/0olonel Hewltte (fmoricon) of
Gede Upo ol AuFull, (e Caserta 1hat nll comonmed head begm to tole an interenot
in the quellty of the equipwont Lelng mgrlied the Ttalinn my An the come
Wy thwe Var Departrent s taldny an Ldercot dn the quad ity of the cdreraft
boing owm licd the Itolion Adr Poroo.  The Imitad ©&aten var Dopartoont hen
expronsed ne opdedon, so fre an 1o kmom hore (Cesorta), on the Itallimn Ny

odpmnt nov hes {thove heen oy cupcontion, sguin 4n o Pae o 4o Jowem
of suppdying the Itnllan irvy Cros United Staten WO an BoUIrcod. ™

e,

Wiy Commodore W, A.D. Byool, GJ0LE
Adr Minlbtay,

Mg Chaxlen  treet,

Mhitohn 8.1,

[-.:f]':{ﬁ." o '-‘I'?-!':- lﬂ:[?llll; "alle -3 : -h-'--:‘l'}-l-.- _j_"t_'ulc;.
v " -'JI, 'II'E.:'{ 11‘.- IIEL Liltﬂ]' 1.1' e @ [‘r
LI *‘hfﬂa ”m'fi{-t‘- EI'- j; ¥ al'a TL " .
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14 Vovembar 1946

car Adr Vice ‘Mershal BRECDIE =

Phark vou for Lthe copy of vour letter Lo Lhe

dr Ministry and of the minutea of our 5 November meating.
There ia one point T would like to elarily.

In your letier to the AMr Ministry (last paura on flrst page) you raferred

te my commer! reparding equivpment, of the 1talian Armr. T apnurently did

not make mvaself clear, hat wos intended to be conveyesd was/that all

soncerrad had bepun to teke an interest in the quality of the efuipment

being sup-lied the Ttalianm Army in the gume way the Wapr Department was baking

n inter=st in the nuality of the aircraft being supplled the Italion Alr

Fcroe, The I}L!'Lit.if.-;” SLrtes far Dspertment hus eXpressed no opinion, S0 Car

o' known here, On the Italian Army squipment nor has Lhere Leen any

L * 5 . 5 L & " L]
sucpeation, apain insofar as, knoen here, ol supplying the lbtullun Apmy from

nited Slates Burcopean sources, ‘
o
Thank veu alse for the courteales e¥xbended

#/0Ar Hwnilton énd myself durlng our recent visit,

Sincerely

N ool

H. HENTTT
Ly €0l GEE

Wit T 9 BRODIE OHEY
A"

Nirector ATSE, AC
ROMT,

r .?H
pAn
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J'.’Lil" Eﬂﬂiﬂfﬂdﬂlﬂ H-h-ﬂ- Hl"lj'ﬂl{' E'I'.]:]lIEI b

AlR MIHIETHI.
King CHARLES STREET,

WHITEHALL, SW.1.
3}151: ﬂﬂtﬂblﬂ‘, 19-'1'-5-

r | h—kq'.k-- n ll"'. ¢ rLI -

phank you for your leitor ARSC/ 360/ 3/0v(s. of Lhe 21at
Ootobur, 1946 end lor the enlipghtenind report on the Tielion Aar
iorce which Was delivered to me by Flipght Licutenant Cartinal.
this inlormation 7111 be mout useful in anesesaing the actual valuo
of the Italian ALr CfOrcE; it would help still further 10 you
could keep ug iniorm 4 {'rom time to time ol any mejor changes in
the T.h.F's Ordor of Buttle or in the poneral ghete of ef''iciency

of the {orce 05 & whole s

2 ¥iih repard to pard. 10 of your lellels The Combinud
of' Stal'f’ have TOW anproved penerally the propostls contained
in SACMED' s tolopram L 1169 and arrangements ere already in

wpain for one of D.G.0'a stalf officers to visit your HeQs &%

an ecarly date to discuss details of the suggested Ordor of Battle

for the Tielian A Force. We w11l let you know of tho final
ArTangemencs for this visit as BOOL as we pot a firm data 1Tom
D,G.0. s to when hig 1*-:&1::1:1::413111:.:11;11“3 will be leaving for Ttaly.

L i.liu 's

!r'\J l.,rll.'lriu I'tu.'{q,.

m e e
(ﬁglu -..xf,.}iﬁ)# Hyl#

Air Vico Marshal 7.1, Brodie, O.D.5.
pivector, Alr rorces sub-Commission,
Allied Commission,
ROME.
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