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My doax Mre Prime Minister:
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informing me of the forthecoming appointment of the

new Chief of Staff of the Royal Alr Force,
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ELLERY W. STONE
Comnodore, USNR
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ATSC/R/AT/8rR0 T, POP FROTET.
11th Decerber 1944

I have to inform yvour that, following discupssions with H.E.
Scialoja, 1t 'we beon gnreed that Ceneval Admone Cab shnll Leodoms Clilef of
Staft |
Lt -

2 . I vinited Croorta on Eatuwlsy everdiy, TUth Decarber, and
digowpad the meitor with Bir John Slessor. e ds in agreenent with the
anpointirent.

He The nemination of the Under Secretary for Adr is not yet
setiled, oo Selalojn has anked for a few more hours 4o male n decision.
Tne chelco lisa otween:-

51} CEITERAL H”LTE.C*‘IT?FH
il) GEMEIAL GEA
(141) CEUEDAL BIFE

robably Pallegrdno will bhe chosen, and we do ot onblrely famur BLEAL

I have the lLionovr to Le
S
Your obedidnt Servant,

Uil

Wy Ty BOVET=BUSCARLET ,

ATR VICH-MARCHAT,,

ATR OFFICER COMMAITING,

ATR FORCES 88 -001MISSI0N, !

2000

HeE. Sir leel Chavies, KOWG, MO,
My Ambassador to Ttolyy

Via 20 Battesbre,

ROME,
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From; Air M ‘hal Sir John Glessor, K.C.E., e0s , M,0C,

Tk

HEADQUARTERS
MEDITERRAMEAN ALLIED AIR FORCES

JUS, 1820 TOF SECH [th December, 1944,

:/DE":“ Kéﬂh."iu rﬁnﬂfr?r -‘/ -

1. I have just seen your réport dated 4th December or
the Placentini situation ani your letter of the 5th.

It seems quite clear that your and my original main
contention, that Piacentini should no longer be Air Minister,
18 setisfied, The points now are: -

Ea) who should be Air Minister, and
b) who should be C.A.S.

It being clear that, whoever they are, they should not and
must not be one end the same man, We have nad oroof of the
evils, from a militery point of view, of having the C.A.S,

also & member of the Cebinet,

2, As regards (2) I don't much 1ike the sound of any
of the three suggeated, mainly because they are all ex-Air
Force officers. I wish scialoja would take it on, TIf he
will not, is there not some civilian of abllity and integrity,
not necessarily with any particular political background,

who would take it on with the sole object of serving Italy

by directing the rehabilitation of the Itelian Air Force and
Alveraft industry, now and af'ter the war?

We cannot at present say anything officially about
& post-war Itallan Air Force; but I have again asked Air
binistry for a policy in this respect and have myself very
little doubt thet there will be & small L.A.F, after the war
= which it will be in our interest to sponsor,

3. As regards (b). I see the advantages of keeping
Piacentini, and if we could get relisble undertaking that no
charges would be brought sgainst him while we ocontrol the
1.A.F., T would not object, though there must be no question
whatever of our foreing P. on Bonoul or the Prince egainst

their better judzement.

Air Vice Mavshal W,A.E. Bowen-buscarlet, C.BH.LK., D, 0.,
Alr FPorees Sub-Commission,
Allied Commission,
lteme,

,—‘"HU'JJ cowld, .

pelassified £.0. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. 1850



Put could any such undertaking really be reliable?
How could we hold them to it? And anywey we do not know that
the next Covernment will stay the course, and we might well
find ourselves with P. installed as C.A,5. and a new
Covernment in power who would be out for his blood, aid
would be bound by no pledges To Us.

s T cen't help thinking that P, has proved himsedll
to be mauited for a responsible position like C.A,S.

T have a rooted mistrust of political Generals and il

st the same time, we nave any reason to think he 1s als0
p orook, I think we would do better to get rid of nim,

L 50 if you can I would strongly advise you (s
put in Rimondino, though I do not want to bind you to
this if, in your considered opinion and that of Charles
and Stone, it is reslly desirable to retein Piacentini,

But T woulan't if I were you, After all, the efficlency
of the TItalien Adir Foroe isn't really of such very great
importence; whereas 1t is important that we should not
be in a position of having put in or kept in as C.i.o.

a man who is evidently a bit of' & political mischlel'-
maker, who has proved himsell tagtless ond stuoid (in
his denlings with scialoja), and whe is probably & wrob
'un into the barpgain,

R I have just seen youwr letler of the Gt I kne
Ppince and Bonomi both want P to stey on, well all right,
But surely thet is a sharp reversal of dorm? I would still
like to see him out, but I leave that to you. Gasporotlo
sounds just the chap - a bit old, but I don't think that
matters,
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8 Decembar L9LL4

Daar Mr. Prims Minisoterm

First, I want to congratulate jou upen youxr succesn in
securing the support o1 four of the alx Farties,

liith reference to appuintments in Lthe milltary minietrics,
I degire to modify the request which 1 made regarding tho Chief
of Staff for the Alr Hinistry, AL ths time when we requested
that General PIACHEHITIHLI be retsincd as Cldef of Stefl, we wore
unaware of certain incidents in hds past service waleh might
couse cobarridhent eltner bto your Government or to the Suprewe
iliied Cemeander. o are ungble te¢ evaluate the sericusnoss
of these ineidents which your Governsont glene 1s able To
determine,

Consequently we feel you aiould have nore latitude with
yospest to this appointment and proposs ah additional nuwse,
naitsly

Colonsl £lde RVLCHDITHD

who will be equally aceceptable. I'ropumably he could bs pronoted
Lo suitable rank i pelected.

Having the records of both officers avallable te you, and
pepoping Uhe fullest confidouce ln your judgmsnt and your cesire
bo puke the fullest contribution to the Allied war effort, we
ghall accept your cholce of elther of thepe Two officars,

Vary truly yours,

“; r .-": ,:..r':.lj_':"f_

gl T T

BLLERY W, STUHE
Conzodore, UShil
Chief Coumissionery

Hia lxcellency Ivance Bonomd

the Prosident of the Counci) of Ministers
Ttalian Covernaent

Home -
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lNearT

I have sent a report on the political situsation diremt to
5ir John Slessor as I had to make ctmments in the covering letter.

Wﬁturﬁlly. I do not want too many of these reports to be at
large, =0 I did not send s copy to you zlso.

If you wish to keep your files up-to-d te I sugrest you nsk
Sir John for the report in guestion.

Yours \A/Q 1 ..

-LJ

..\ .E.Bowen-Buscarlet,

Adr Viece=-Marshal,

fdy Officer Commanding¥
Air Forces Sub=~Commigsion.

ﬂquﬂﬁron Leader V".C.Van Wyclk,
Hllled Lialson Tection,
lNeadduarters.

Mol oA ol

C.M.F,

2190
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ARSC/R/L/GPEC,.THT. December 4th. 1944.

ggnfiﬂﬂnﬂiﬂl.
Lk

Herewith two cnpiem'of g report on the latest political
nitustion. 1t is regueded that you proes one copy to G.l.0.

I think that Sir John Slessor should see this 8% once and that
you should point out to him thet H.E.O0cizlojs 1s a close personal
friend of H.T.Ronomi, and exerts much influence on him.

b

W.A.B. Bowen Buscarlet,
pir Offiver Commanding,
Adr Forces Sub-Commiession,

£711ied Liasilscs Sectlon,
Headgquarterno,

M.A AT,

194 1
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PERSONAL FOR ATR VICGE=-HARSHAL HOWEN-RUSCARIET (o)
TMPORTANT CHATCES IMINENT (o) FROWN SAID T0 BE GOIIG (.)
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ROME

29th November, 1944.

Dear Sguedron Leasder,

Please accep?,myﬂthanks for your
letter of 27th chemﬁér communicating a
meseage from Air Vice Marshal Bowen-Fuscarletl
concerning the policy of MA.A.F in regard to
the position of the Alr Ministry. 1 am
grateful to receive the views of Air Marshal

aip John Slessor with which I agree.

Yours sincerely

¥/

ﬁﬂ{{,f:ftﬁuléia

"r'

/

/

Sguadron Leader P. de Haan,
Air Forces Sub Commission
pllied Commission.
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Squadron Lepder B, Ds Haal,
Adlr Forces Subh=-Commission,

Allimd Commission, inme,

2032
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