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| 8 prepare our food wibhou, all
:'*-1!]!;']_, anGg bthila hes Gosn golns on for o
1824 Lflask {aboubt two Litres) of oil we

08T us L, 000 lire. We aro Dedlng deliran
(18/12/44 » Tarni)

"Black markoeting has
A deg almpat lmpoesible to i
lucky c¢hatecey, n 1ithle
8 Kilo. The price ol
a0 lirs, ppd tha game
palt. Wo 1llve nolelw
Hiotl)

"We ara o
Dlack marvicet anpocdinn
gituetion has becom
lire o quintal. oll
and egra 256-30 lire

"Wintopr ha
Wo laclt everytning
millionnires can f
not recopnlze ua.
Nollae ia In Gl
Hmenags one HNol i 1
feal po dovnbianobed
1ike Chiasy MWILl vwis by
espoclally In uhln ;

.Illi: g fE

1 hns

living ¢condlivi

area ifuvill ol

f_-],'i.lﬂu-'.""l - toF I v &
ration csra In har
fabtas," (21/12/44 ~

are much hlenore thaa In Romae,
A

galt costs 400 3ilre, auzup
600 lire porlc 200 lirs. O
Kilo, snd bthls is Ghne nrice

(23/1¢/44 -~ Florence)

& i1 1" LY unIGoe

"Conditions nave changed since laast yoor whon
averything could be found epsily and foodsiulfe wire vopy
cheap. The pregsent snorbaps cavaasas prices bo rise sy
high. Feasents willil,.not s«l1 anythiing, tut w111l only cx-

change thelr producbs for other prticles, In avdey to
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Jaen something can be boughe here 1t can enly be
purchaged at blaclc market priees. In frect they ask 16,000
Alre for n sult and 20,000 for gn overcoeob. Shoes: are
priced at 7,000 1lire." (11/12/44 ~ Ascoli Plceno)

"I would like to know whebher clofthing nr alioes
cini be found wnere you are. In thils place thnere is ab-
solutely nothing left,." (5/12/44 -~ Tapamo)

"Wo have been reduced to misery. e anve o shoes
end no clothing of any kind. Nobody can fully reallzs LU
with seelng 1t with hils own eyes. WNen and wonon go about
clad in ragzs of all kinds and colours." (5/12/44¢ ~ Guspe
diagrele, Chictl)

3. HOUSING
Clvilien comments on lousine, though extremaly -
favourable, with a r»atio of 20 to 1 agslinat, sppopr Lo ahow
a remarkably less unfavourpble gtiltude ng ecrnparcd wilih Sha
pravicus four weeks whon the retico was 40,1 vo 1L sgainat,
The appersnt crenpgs is larvrgely dug Lo a muceh rediced vum-
bar of comtents Trom Haples. Leaving Naples ouvbt oi ine

pleture for hobh perleds, the ochangs for the bethar in
gllight. The posleclon Iin Naples ramalnsg peuse, noa» doos
it seem Lo be much better in Roue.

In gsome places the sltuabtlion ls coyices oncugh,
Destructlon of property due bo the wer nos prodpecd s
housing shartaze. Ceneral conplalaba hinge on =xXceanivo
rents. Thouph thers 1s gome mentbion of refupecs having
accupled pll avallable spacs in gertaln dlstricts, and there
4 an incrensce in the rmomboer ol lobktere vcomplo
landlords who prefer o leb Turnishead rooma and
the Allias becauss ol Lha hischer =anls 1oy can
the latter. 'Mie foellowlne pommants Illustenl
types ol complalint:

TOur olace has been desbroyed By Lha Geruanz, and
we are row dwslling smonz the »ubble. Aoeul 20 hinuses are
left stendling In 2ll, and vpocple Live Jumbled wp 1ln Tho EI y
stobles with the ecabtle." (13/12/44 Castel di Sergro) 8'-*

MMhere are plenty of urnlshed rooms bhut evary-
body prefers renting them to bthe Americans becavss Lhe
profit is much higher. Just lmagilne, thsy can earn from
300 to 450 lire a night by lettlng a room wilth two or
three beda." (4/12/44 - Rone)
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gangs wor: g in their own Interesta. The following com-
pente glve nons lden of what lotter wrlters are thinking:

"Ine Prefect and his o0ld clique have succecnded
in serplng Cloatarna avtachsnd to the Littoria Provincial
Adninistration, We cdlslike this very much becanuse, unless
a2 are under the conirol of the Romne Provines, we shall
ve sub lsoled to the usual ill-trsatment. The present
towns mayor of Clsterna - who was appolnted by thie Profect -
is & machanie, and such & narrow-minded man that there 1s
no wordler shiy we go fyom bad to worse. The alreraid
ahisltars ars atill full of depd bodles; the [lalds are
a1ti1) mined; and 1t will BO® be possible to proceed wilth
the sowing thils yeer. The clothes sent by tho Red Cross
have disapieared, The Cersblinlierl are powerless Lacpuss
they are pvormiholmed by eriminals." (3/12/44 - (Clsterna)
"We are on the way to starvation. The old town
meyor has Leen dismissed, ervl Rivera has been mppointed
in his pluace, The latter, together wlth Sclatbtlglio and
Glovennino, have set up & big three pgang, and the town
15 beine gold off." (5/12/44 -~ 8. Ambrozlo sul Gerigliano)

In a letter sddressed to the Prefect of Rletl,
the sender writes: "It is time you took the mgtter Iin
hand and looked into whet is going on in the provinclal
administretion of Lhis place as wsll as in Collevecchlo.
The old town mayor, «ho hag now been dismissed, held the
position for tem years rumniap, and the pecple belleved
in him because he wae upripght and tool bold action in the
interest of the tewn, Now t!:e place hag been turned into
a lunatioc easylum, You should see to 1L That more ro-
11iable mern be agsigned to the lending Jobs at the Town
Hall: men ¢apgble of o sound administrative pollicy for this
town, which, at present, is nothing but a plaything In the
hande of cinildren." (12/12/44 « Yagliano Sabilno, Rieti)

7. RELATIONS WWITH THE ALLIKS

civililan commente on the Allies for some months
past have become less favourable, though there was a move-
ment in the oprosite direction during October. During
November , however, the deterioration iIn popularity con-
tinued, and the proportion between favourable and un-
favourable comments was only 11.1 to 1. During the perlod

under peview this proportion went aa low as 5.3 to 1. |
Aquile was the mnst favourably dlsposed, there being only 9& ¥,

2 adverse commsnts out of a total of 120, Rome opinion
deteariorated further, the ratio between favourable and

-

. 1-""'?‘
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AN HDERTLAT,

13.1:1}?'5::1rnurnh3..;+ commonts belng only 4.0 to 1, Hilibary commetiie
o, the obhor hand, dnevessod in Cavoys aviere the bhovlad, and :

-

] - # 1. . W g R
el Fmgﬁln clisre wore ng adver A0 conianta at all fToowm w
sotal of 02, R .

: Favourablo comisnts continus 50 ba Basdal o1 crasi-
E’*--'L‘; L oone form or S1T10L15Y . IMinvonenbila Sormnanis 2 1.}_;"’3-'.-L."'
from Bhe belief Ehat bhe All4iea awes vernsonaibl Ton »]% 5‘-"'1;
proaant 1114 of lhe country = kic)h 3,'::-'--:;: e Yask of fwod,
rostlinbion, and 5o en. The folioviog e Tya kel i
anRdplea of wmany lebboro: |

.'F

(A) SAVOURIPIE
W P gy T SR B B e B 6 e el
Sinice Bho uny Gho ARLA0s comb we Havs heed Guito
iy ay Th T L e T " ] o i Ea | ] I I » B
1r'|]-'l._-t- ..I-J -. I.il.,.-::u 'I_.-J.'-..‘. L :':.1 | g B [ 3 :"J-.rl:l.l_ |_l‘r} -J - *1;_ ! ! _'.i '-"'i'l:::-r -...."..'r:trl'.'. L Y & {1 j"_ !rlﬂx'r"l- i
Hows Moubaro ) :

I-Ir.|'1 I'.h-_'f‘fu.‘ ToLines: . F_'t'f }.'u_}."._;‘r' L i,*l,t;-:.,-'- yridl A aj-;_-._-nlg_,-_::;j‘_,.-"r.:}
nearly all ol as ore vendy o fovea® Lhigh bhs 2llie :
-‘-:IGE-_J.l b2y ¥ 4E Y f&l-n"-_rl:'r* angading thais Blood Zar o, whlle up
BAYI now Ghs Thoaldsn von s Toph juan e L i

(4/12/44 w» Eome)

f.l‘_' '::1_ 'l'jll"t A 5™ r .-fr’f - r .. . ‘T,."_‘ ‘ 4 _'-. -

wWalts BO g2r&alty S0 e el " S I0E) PG TRerneiria Hw !EJ,"'-:_‘.'E.-G e

CGiulinnnva, Peisavay

.‘l}lll: TN kb iy

TAf Bop waiidng far vedvsa and veava fo2 ke and of
the Pascist hopline auc Dor bhe help swovapsd 50 come freom

Alliled hands, I amy eyepbly disgrppolatos, docsuwe the Allies
do not pay Lus ieaph avienbtlon Lo disiirogsatl nenples ghe

ﬁ

th 'or yelisp, Ei-j_,-f'_'.";"r*:'- » (Ghiabi

WWoa ave gnits wlghb dn Jeal lnx wesentivl tovards
the Dnzliah gud SAmerliean padple who Jopiet « parposcly Torget
how the Ienlians havso always wanbsd to Uichs for denesrascy and
have alwaya cprosed Papoias tyrenny. MWae past antuer. Lo that
misleadineg ancd decoluwml Bondeney 14 Lo pyove, af clearly
ae we ¢on, bthat the IHnlian pocpie have boent the {lvat

enemiss ol Pasnisn,” (2/12/44 » Rom:) 9?5

"Euely Go our dlseppoiniment we are 1ot well under
the Allicos, logr posnile have aobrelznp bus byen wikh whitoh

-

60 I'aed Thel'nops cvean, Wwelhine Ll 46 es evoal boan pacn
Fal 4 &

cound Rers bailore." (GAARSAY o vanlinetio)
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"1 have boon told that you are having & good time
Vit an Amorican Red (Oross nurse., It iz simply en ex-
Chang e i Rome there are no more womon, They have been
equisitioned vy the Allied Forces. 'The poor ftalians po
traky, and 30 I bez of you to revsnge yoursolf." (23 12}’-&4 -

Answering an artlcle publlshed in "Italla FNuove",
wMritien Ly CGyril James of the "Unlon Jack®, en Itallan major
writes

"$1low me to remark that the aAllles gre to be held
partly responeible for this state of things, just es they
are rogponsible for the Incredible spweadling of delinquency,
thnfts, highway robbory and pllleging whieh wmake the capiltal
of Italy = dangerous place in which to live,...During tha
Gorman occupatlon Tinecons¥s ghop was broken into ons night
and wues logted, Thres days latsr sone of the pullty people
were cauzht and shobt by the Cerman puthoritles. The looting
of' sheps coansod immedlately.... AC tho present time from
L6 fto 25 shons are looted every nipht, and the number of
theils ls inceernalins owing to the impunlty enjoyed by the
robbers. The Alliss are dlaplaying sueh & lack of organie
vatlion thst one plmogt winhes for the hard timoee of Gesrman

rule to Lo buek agein.” (22/12/44 - Rome)

8.  LRUSENT MILEIPARY STTUATION
Civilian opinion hes besn becoming less opbiw

mistle feor somne Gine, and durineg the perlod under review
the unfgvounrable comngntas ware In the majorlty Cfor ths
filest time, the provortlion bulng 1.7 to 1. Duripng the
pravious four we:is the Llgures were 1.1 to 1 in favour,
whiclh was the lowest favourgble lpmure recordad sines
talllas hove baan kapt, Thus the presenl swing over to
a preponcerance of unfavourable comrents is not so sur-
prising. The repson is ebvious esnough. Milltery com-
ments were a little more optimistlc chan they were last
month, Yhere ls noching in the comments themselves beyond
regsignaticon et what appears to be a2 stationary front line

in Italy.
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©. | DURE MILITARY SIPUATION

Optilnisn In the future military slituatlion has also
doglined sharply and continuously for some time. During the
lant thi'ee prace ding poriods the Iavourable commonts out-
nunhered the unfavouralve by 76.3 to 1, 16.6 to X; end 5 to
1 »espeotlively, During the four weecks under review the
ratic was omly 1.7 to ) in favour, Howsveor, the runber
of enmmants also declined conglderably, so that it is
diff'icul® to eptimate how pecuratcly those Lipures repro-
gant public opinion. There ware vory few military comments,
arkl wnat thers wore nearly all camo from Romo, and wers
nearly aqguelly divided, HNevertheless, 1t is quite clesar
that optinlsn has shrunk furither.

Thls is almost golely due o dlsappointment over
the prospect oil further months of war, bul ovon some of
theose pessimipts still ferl that the fighting will cease
this yoar, so that one may safely conclude that the figuroes
quoted ars llttle more than a reminder of the voletlle
Ital ien nature. Gloox and elatlon are never far apart,

The following are exenmpleos of tho presenc tono of letters:

"It 1s a proper mess. Up to last Qctober there
were hopes of the war's coming to an end, but now we are
aure that it wlll not be over before Sepbembor 1945 - 1 we
are lucky, Next summer northsrn Italy might be liberated;
but there egain I doubt 1t." (19/12/44 - Grosseto)

"I 4t were omly the end! I am afraid this war
will last another year, perhaua lenger. I there is %o be
an end, T donit think this will bs bafore December 1945,
lext Busber will find us still at war. Germany 1ls a hard
nut to crack." (%2/12/44 « Rome)

10, IKDUSTRIAL FPROSPECTS

Civilian letters, which reflected a sllghtly
brighter view last period when favourable comments were 1n
a majority of 1.3 to 1, were more pessimistic during the
four weels under review, and produced a majority of adverse
somments In the ratio of 2,4 to 1. This was largely due to a
change of front from Naples. MWany centres hardly commented
at all, and military mail was completely blank,

Unfavourable comments usually refer to luck of Efw
elsctrio power, destroyed factoriss, and shortage of raw 0 !
materials. Favourable corments speak of repair work, and

of hopea of a resumption of aotlvitiles.

4411-
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'Lbhin year's ercp has besr p ontiful as cepards
oppler, awéet corn, potatoes, beansz and other products.”
(6/12/44 - Sulmona)

"You ask me wmhat the harvest was 11iko. Well,
1t was vory satlsfactory indeed. e had n wheat oxrop of
130 quintaly which 12 mors than we have ever harvested,
ithar produne was 2lsc plent{f'vl, so we have no rénpon
0 grusble." (2/)2/44 - Sorvigliano)

"o have harvested 80 quintals of whoat, 24 quintals
of awnot corn, end 40 quintals of grapes,’ which is wery good n
(8/12/44 - Roconaeti, Nacoratsa)

"We sre very satleflsd with this Jearis crop. All
tannear ol products have plven a cenalderable yiela, "™ (B/12/44 ~
Ascoll Plcanoc)

"This yoar ws were not anble to proceed with the
sowing due to the continucus shelling that went on for somo
mentns. Potatoes, wheet and awest corn are extremaly scarce,
anc thelr price 1s very high. fThose who grew thoze things
dld s0 et the risik of thely lives ! (612/44 - nopino, Chiotl)

"Thig year wa have oot Leen gble to Cil1l the ground
in the proper way, and thls ls beecause there were no oxen
avallable for agriculturgl work." (4/1%/44 -~ Settelrati)

120 EMPLOYHISIT
There was » slisht less glooity view prevailing in
clvillan letters during the pericd, the ratio betueen une
Tavourable snd favourable commsnts heilng 4,6 to 1 as com~
parod with 5.9 to 1 duping the proviovs our wesks, Rome was
by far the modat pesrimictic centre with an sdvepns ratio of
15 o 1. Military mall was almost silont om bhe sub jeot,

Pavourable comments usuelly coms Trom thoss who
have Just gob jobs, ond say little beyond axpressing rollsf,
Unfavourable commenks speal of long periods of unemploynant,
the futllity of looking for work, stpffs still being reduced,
and concerng that show no signs of resuming activities. The
following are gome sxamples:

"Hore the employees, instead of giving work to poor
People who are dying of starvation, Keepp on dismlssing ﬁmplmyaa&.?ﬂ
The number of unemploved inereasnes day by day, and, what is
gt1ll worse, hunger increasses too." (13/12/44 = Rome)
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<shis morning I took & Lyping test in an office.
The result was qulte good, but I don't know whether 1'11
be lucky enough to get the Job. Just imagine, there are
27 vacancies in that office, and the applicants amount
to 700." (4/12/44 - Ascoli Picerno)

"Gulseppe 1s out of work, He has not been work-
Ing for the lmst four months. The Amerlcans snd British
have banned his worl, namely, takling photographs. They
only granted permiesion to 12 Photographers and not to
the others. Eight photopgraphers wers arrested because
they carried on with theip work, and now they are inactive.
Gulseppe is amongst them. As long mss the Allies stay here
Gulseppe will not bhe able to work, so goodness knows whot is
in store for us." (23/12/44 - Florerce)

"An order has been issusd to dlismiss 759 of the
Provinclal Labours Of'fice‘'s personnel., fhe situation 1s
tragic.” (25/17/44 - Rome)

"The three of us are out of work, so I leave it to
you to imaglne what sort of condliion we sre in now. Every-
body is unemployed hore." (3/12/44 = Aquila)

"Al) of ug apre unemployed snd are depending on
Pina's salary., Owln: to the urgent need she is snoriflcing
herself, even glving lessons af home by nlght." (13/12/44 Rome)
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