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My dear MY. Frime Minjinter:

- oil January regarding the urrency

{'or procurling Fehruary 1lour requirements for the Italian Army, 4
heve Just now roceived the {following information from AFHO whien hab
a direct hearing on youl aripwear Lo HY original latter .
1oan which may o€ sranted for .
during the sonth of February Ie- '
i ired ior iritish troop use during

rther imports are plemned until F
1al that full repayment

In reisrence to my letter of

AFHQ informs us that any
v the ltalian Army
which will he Te
ipasmuch as no fil

consumption
presents {lour
the month ol March

ApTil. pccordingly, it {= abrolutely apsent
of such flour loan he made by £F Fehrunry and thatb such repaynent hie
Fiven ahsolule firat priority call on any stOCKE availasle to the
itallan Government oOn that dates Urtil written cornfirmation Rl
apreamant 10 guch terms are artained from tiie ITtalimn Governnent, the
Allied ollar of asrintancs cannot He confirmed. |
Jery truly Vours,
- tone

if EyN

BLLERY We SMOND
Hear Admiral, USHX
Chief Commig®iomer

Dr, Alcide De Ganeperl
The President nf the Council of

I1talinn Government
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Ref. : B255/205/EC
SURJECT: FPOL fer 1te lian Army.

vy dear Mr. Prime Minlster:

1. I am informed thal although the Italian Army has heen allotted
£ ]g.fj_njnt.r_r E—Hp!.l'il.--':l off motor fumls anc lubrieants thet +hera has bh=en &
dalay in dallvering to certain tinits the gquantlties which have been allote-
tad to them.

o9 e Ninister ol WarT hag been informed ol the need Ffor aconomy
but even so 1 conslider he will be unnble to mest his various comndtments
unless ha is nssured that his roquirements of petroleum rrotducts will be
punctually and reculerly supplied esj sclally durlnp June Bnd July s

4. The def'iclency has no doulit Besn sccentuated by the recan 't
strike of (.1.P. smployeaes and this has demonstrated to what extent, in
the nhesnce of regional reservas, the Itanlian Ay i5 dependsnt on & I'egs

ular and edeguate supply being ma intained.

4. T understend that it is intended %o prolong the present 5tn Lus
af .T.P. to the dlst August snd that after this date the dis sribution ol
petroleum products will revert to commercial companiles whose depleted foeili-
L1as have been poolsd And are now being used by C.I.F. 1T would appear that
this lmtter course might result in 8 cortain confusion and possible bhrealk-
swn in the planned amd orderly istribution of POL rendering & till more

difiiceult tl

i
g supply of the Army's neads .,

] Eheralora r'n j"ltjfﬂ_ :;-!*.-1; Lo

insiet that provision be made for the inmediate
neads of the Armed Forces tod be mew without delay
in order to svoid B further deterioration of the
situntion which might result in the necessity for
military control to b established over the SLOTRED

insta §E: tions .

va-axemine in the lirht of wnal {s truly practi-
cpble the intention te hand over to compatitive
commereial gonserns etter %1 Augpmmet the digstri-
viition of the limited guantities of petroleun
I]-'.'_.rh}.j'[,ﬁ avnlilrbla {Oor use in Italy.

rours very truly,

M.5« LILH
Friradler
r. Alecide e Gasperl for ELLERY W. STONE
Prosident of the Council of Ministers Hear Admiral, USHNK
1talien Government chief Commissioner
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