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& Novembor 1944

vear General Juslopurovs ; '

-
Ui the 2Lt October Ceneral Vaniliev hud an intervies with me and

draw iy aktention to a Ltranslgtion of the biegraphy of Lonln wel Lton by

droboley, which 18 riow being distetbited for

Btopa should be taken to Prevent further

the piounds that 1t was insuitiag

fale 1n Yome, He aelked that
printing ancd sdotribution, on
to Lenin and thet Trotoky was a Fascist,

/ Utless some threat 1s snde to i Litary #secourit
a publication 1s Guuigned wo fupatlr o inipexie the
civil dlsturbanees, 1t 19 1ot the POLIcy
the publication uf books

Yy OF 1L nppenrs that
war effort, or to create
of the Allied Comntssion to prevent

v
and pamphliets, It ig not conagidered that the
/ [} ®ography of Lenin falls widld the abuve catejpories,
" i
~The Allied avtloritivs aro gulded Ly the principle that Freedon of

Expression 1s one of the bemafits which it i dhiodr task to pssure to tho
{ Italiar poople. CUensorshio and control of the pross ig, therefore, re-
' gnrded as undesirable for Furpones unrolated to Hilitary socurity,

Very truly youry,

/8/ Ellery W. Stone

FLLERY W, ST0MF (
Connodore, Us ik 1
Chief Camadedgiornsy

,
Hojor General I, A. Susloparov }
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SUBJECT: Censorship of Propaganda,

TO : Headquiarters, Allied Conmission, APO 394,

-
-

Ls I have received your ménorandum A/CC 000.1-1 of 22 October
reporting a request from (eneral Vasiliev that you should take steps
to provent the publication and distribution of a serial translation
on Trotsky!s "Life of Lenin" on the grounds that the work is insulting
Lo the Sovist Union and that the author is an eneny of Russia and "a

Fascist!l,

2, You are requeslted to advise General Vasiliev that censorship
and control of the press is regarded as undesirable fop DUTPOSEs un-
related to military security, Unless some threat is made to military
security, or it appesurs that a publication s designed to impair or
impede the war eflort, or create civil disturbances it will not be the
policy of the Allied Commission to prevent the publication of books
and pamnphlets, The "Life of Lenin" doss not fall within the above
categories,

Je Yon may nlso remind Cenieral Vasiliev that the Allied author-
re puided by the principle that Freedom of Expression 1s cne of
efits which it is their task to assure to the Italian people,

CHARLES M. SFOFFORD,
Brigadier General, G.5.C.,
hsslstant Chief of Staff, G-5.
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COPY TOP SECRET
pc (44) 30th Meeting of Political Committee AFHQ 24 October 1944
K 367
+ + + + + + + +
5. CONTROL OF UNITED NATIONS PROPAGANDA IN ROME s&e G485 ee 2
Folo

(Previous reference FC (44) 29th Meeting - Minute 2)

COMMODORE STONE reported that the Rusaians wished to suppress
the publication 4n Italy of works by proteky on the grounds
thaet Trotsky was & fascist. The Allied Control Commission had
taken the view thatl to accede to the Russian request would
involve & breach of the freedom of speech.

THE SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER:

Took note with approval of the action of the
Al1lied Control Commission in this matter.
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HRADGUARTE S ALLLD CONTROL COMUISS ON
POLITIGAL, SECT ION

R0 34
APUQ 39

MNat Cateber, 19L4.

FEMO AN TO8 Colonel A« E. Youag, Jecarity Branoh,

1 Ganersl Vesiliev velled on the A¢ting Chial Cownloelones
Phia efternven to pressnt the attaehed docwments and denend that
wa should stop their publiention and dlsyributiens The grounds
for hia dsmsnd wars thet they were insulting to the Soviet Uniocn
anll that Trotaky ps the Public Bnomy Nee 1 of his countey, was
in offact 5 faseiat.

24 Tha Aoting Chiel Conmissicner hes Aivisbsd that we ghoul.d
by temorrow €% letset send These forwerd to LT H.Qe for & denim on
on the line ws are to telko. Before dolng se.he wishea te know
whether you cap throw any light upon bow they heve baen proparad .
Phe publighers "RINASCITAY ere, incidsntelly, thoss omployed Dy
tiys Tielisn Commmist Party; bLul Gensrel Vasilisy tcld Couamodars
Stons thot Sigacy Togllotti hnd denisd eny camplicity in this
affeiry

2

.'.'[p I'-- GAGLH; :
Vice Prasident, Political Heabiocn

Copy to Acting Chief Cosmissioner -~
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