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TEF UIHIOTRY OF (ARINE IELD RESPONCSIALE FOR EVENTUAL SABUTAGH (FF SHIFS
: COTURNAD OVER X THE TASK (09 THE ATILIED NAVAL HT3310MS IH JTALY =
“ [0 ALLIES HAVE REIUICAD CUR GARING, ERFICINEC Y

During an interview pranted to Home corresgpondent John Talbot of
Reuter, a gpckesman of Allied Ieadquarters doelared that the lliniatry of
Mavy is responsible for the maintenance of crider aboard the Ttalian battle-
shipa, with & view to aveoiding any sct of gabotajre, such as the sinking of
the ships before turning thein over as provided in the terms of the FPeace
Treatys

The spokesman said that up to date no Information had been received
concerning the trunsfer of the Italian battle-ships, and that Allied
Headquarters also have not so far been inforned. "I+ 15 however almost
certain™ he added, "that sn Allied Commission will be appointed and
charged with this matterh.,

He then pralsed the Italisn Wevy for the help given the All 19”%3& /
the Armistice in 1943, affirming however that some of the data published 4
in Italy,with rﬂfEPFﬂﬂE to this, is not exact and somewhat exapggerated,

wPhe American and Dritish neval misaions in Italy" he continued, "“have
done 51l in their power to reduce the vindications of other Allled“powers
on the Itallan Fleet."

speaking of the Allied Naval ilissions in Ttaly\tlhe sp yn declared

that the misdions hove five peincipal aims:

1) t0 engngo peraonnel

2] to furnish supplies, clothing end trsnsportatipn

4) to dispose of war material

1) to reguisition Italisn llaval property

7) to defescistize the Italian Navy in confo:

othar Arms,

The defasclstization has been limited to Officers, as 5a8ilOrs are nog
considered responsible,

He added that the Itallan Wavy is canposed of 42<44 thousand men,
and thet, in conformity with tha clauaas of the Yeace Treaty, within the
next nine months this number will be reduced to 25 thousand. The Iinistry
of Marine 1g doing evorything peossible to help those who will be compélled
to lesve. The oldest will be chosen first, and, as far ss possible,

ponagions will be given those retreated,
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speaking of the friendly relations which have always existed betiween the
Allied Nevy Sub Commission and the Winistry of llarine, the spokesman decle-
red:s "Our collaboration with the Hinistry of lisrine has always been Criend-
1¥a Wo unpleasgant incidents have ever ccceured, and our relations have

been most cordisal, The Navy Sub Commission's job was to facilitate colla-
borgtion between the Itslisn rveayy and the Allies, It is pegsible that thoze
who will be working in place of this Sub Comnissicn will have diffecrent work
to do,

neachiing the end of the interview the spokesman daclared tliat, thotizh
many TItallans may consider the torms of the Peace Traaty harshly, one should
consider whether Ttaly, in her present economic condition, would haye besn
able to maintain a larrer Favy than the one ccnsented het in the Treaty.
"Woreover” he added, "the French point of view, according to which if the
Italian "leet had not been notilcesbly reduced it wonld hove been stronger
than the Trenech Fleat, must ba tuken into considerntion?.
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