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SURNTEGT s OVRA i Sardainia

0 : Viee President, Admnigtrative Section,

1e Papers as hapded to me are herewith returred together with
A, vour 5,0.'s minute
B, iurther detailed report by Capt R, Fielders which he prepared with
preat trouble at my reiquest.

2 apt, Mielders' admirable revort clears up certairp poirts, wvide his
fara 2, Para 3; ard Para d,

Te [r vy Judement, vour Staflf Officer's recomerndntions are correct ard
immedinte action zshould be tager on those lines, but should adiitiopally inclulde
the word interneod., s Golonna must Just rfird or make other agenrts or cdetectlves

who were rot OVRA To take their yplace, |

IV epionr ¥I, liovever, should be informed that the actual clauses ol the
i = i i u 2
Armistice terms provide® for this in order that the pressure to ersure full action |
may be presented to the High Commlssiorer. Everybody there is vapue as to what |

the law 1s on the subject, but the Armistice terms ip regard to OYRA are specific,
B ‘he Ipvasion date was 10 July 1943.

G, fabris ard the Y snecific OVRA aperts should be arrested and irterred.
hey snould be ir Faduls, At presert they have retired.to villas er have been

trarsfer-ed to ancther service, |
i e two escapees, Maniscalco and Cardossil should be earmairked for simi- |
lar treatment when discovered. |

i, Ag te the OVRA paid irfommarts, apil in particular the six maried: 1in
my Judrment; st least thesze six should be prohibited from official employmant

even 1if they pre rot treated with the severity which is recommernded for ‘the others,

I carrot accent the premize thot tley are anti-Fgaacists., ALl Italiara ore meets

are, J1he reminder are such small fish thev car be disreparded.
b fo corvlude: It iz wy definite iopression, after 5 days' tour there,

ard by conversation with all T met, that the presert position is wapund, is detri-
mortal to the poaitlion of the Allies, anil reactiny to their diszadvantare.

10, I have pot drafted the letter to B0 & G sirce T am only submittine this
report to you fop your persoral infornation i"ﬂlﬁlﬂf.rlm_; ny indeperslent inguiry,

Vs 1762

M. 5. ‘B, 3P CER
Colorel
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e Cp.l & Region 6, A.C.C.
4 il -
A g 20th' May, 1944,
% b U
3UBJECT:~ O.V.R,A, o
TO *—- Colonel A.E, ¥Young, Director - Security Brnnch. ACC, Haq,
Ref, No!=
Slr,
sl The O, V.R.A. in Sardinia consisted of san Inspector CGeneral

and eight men, The headquertera wae located in A private houae

in Cegliari, There were about 70 pald informants, The informants

were pald 250 to 500 1ira per month, according to the value or [
the information they supplied. 1In exceptional ceses they were |
given 28 much aAas 1,000 lira, ;

Oa The Inspector General received 20,000 lira per month to

pay all expences, informants, the ealaries of himself and his L !
ptaff, The money wae sent from the hemdouarters in Rome, and the '
inspector General wee responsible directly to headdguarters,

8, His staff of 8 men carried out investigation work and
obtained information, They #lso visited from time to time the
pald Ainformants to pay them and collect what ilnformation they had,
which had to be written. The paid iInformants also used to send
\nformation by post to the Inspector General, who had a post office
box for this purpose, The pald informants were drawn from all
walks of 1ife, welters, bar tendere, Fascist Party members,
profeselonal men, and antl-Feeclsts., The last named men were
forced to become pald Informants in order to ensure that they were
not sent to internment on the Lipairl Islands or eleewhere,

4, There wers also 1n Sardinia a number of O.V.R.A. agents, .
or more probably psid informsnts, who were unknown to the Inspector

Genersl or his staff, The persons used to report by post

direct to the headocusrtere in Rome and from time to time coples

of thelr reports were sent to the Inspector General in Serdinia

for investipetion end verification.. The names of these persons

were never given in the copy reports, BSome of these persons were

undoubtedly blg Fasclsts, who were spylng on other Party members,

but the 1ast Inspector General, Dino Febbris, told me that he did

not know the identity of any of these persona,

By In May, 1943, Cagliarl was very heavily damaged by Allied
bombers and the City was evecuated, The O.V.R.A, staff and
headouarters then moved to Sassarl, On 24th July, 1943, the dsay
before Mugsolinl fell, instructions were recelved from Rome =t
the O.V.R.A., in Sardinla should bome out into the open and ciph?e‘iﬁ
to be a secret orgenisation. They were known as the Special Police,
with Fabbris stlll in charge ond etill knowna as the Inspector
General., Fabbris wees alsoc made Questore of Sassarl, esnd the

man who was the Questore wes transferred to North Italy.
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6. Fabbris'e 0,V.R.A. staff then becnme known a8 the Speclal
Palice and they come out in the open and carried out arreasts end
gearchee in the normel way, As tne OeVeHs Asy however, they had
been workilng completely under cover and not effecting arrests,
When pn arrest had been found necessary ae the result of their
investipgatlons, or upon orders f rom Rome, the Inspector General
had directe the Questore or the Carabinierl to effect the arrest.

T Uron the arrival of the Allies in September, 1943, Fabbris

onme with local Major of Carabinierl in Sassarl to meet the

Allles on their arrival in the town, Fabbrle never tried to hide |
the fact that he and his men were ex-0,VaHeAs, And he gave the

Allies all poesible asslatance,

8. Early in March, 1944, Fabbris was relieved of his posltion

and ordered to report to the Badogllo Government at Salerno, Dr. |
Colonna was then appointed Inspector General of the Special Polilce,
and like Fabbris since 24th July, 1945, was respongible direct

+o e Minister of Interior, A man named Tisso was At the same

time appolnted Acting Questore, The two emall forces in Sassari
were then separated working undsr Colonna and Tisso respectively.
Tisso was responsible for Bassarl province, and Colonna and his
Gpecial Police covered the whole 1sland,

9. Fabbris left Colonnea his 1list of about 70 pald informers,
and many of them are now Delng used by Colonna, Colonna has
chenged three of the ex-C,V.R.&, men for agents of public security,
one of the three =x-0,V.R.A. men hag been transferred to the mainland, ;

whilst the other two are working ss sgenta of public securiiy

under diff?rEﬁﬁjquaﬁgPELQ,iﬂ_thﬁwlaland. Colonna 1s hoplne to

be able to exchenge some more of his flve remslning ex-0.V.R.A,
men,

10, Colona has little left of the O.V.R.A. records, whilst

Fabbris saye some were destroyed in the bombing of Cagliari, and

the remaining secret files he burnt when the Germans temporarily

took over Sassarl in September 1943, 1in order 1o expedite thelr

svacuntion of Sardinla. |

11, TLss0, the Acting Wuestore of Sassari, 1s from all accounts,
honeat and anti-Fascilst, but he is obviously a man of no great
ability. He was previously an Commiserio under the old Questore,
who held office up till 24th July, 1943.

12. Colonna, like Fabbrie has worked very well with the Allles,
There is no doubt that his ex-O.V.R.A., men ape better trained and
have mope ability than most of the Questore's agenta of publile
security. OColonna was previously in the agents of public securlty
on the Yugo-Slav boarder, Then he came to Alghero in Sprdinia

and wne in charge of the agents of public gecurlty r‘eapcnslblalryyia
checking all persons coming from Spain, who used to arrive in
Sardinia by eir end sea at Alghero,

13, Colonne 18 anti-fuscist, but unfortunctely not honest,




From all accounts he and hls wife are mixed up in the Blsck
Market in Sassarli. However, he has worked very well with the
Allier, sscured some good Informetlon and effected s number of
very good arrests lnvolving Fasclets, Colonna and his sight
agents are shortly trensferring thelr neadousrters to Cagliarl
on the instructlons of General Pinna, the High Commissionsr for
3ardinia, (Italisn)

14, There 18 no evidence that the O,V.H,A. 18 8%l1ll active

ag the old Fesclet O.V.H.A, On the contrary ite staff here 1s
actively working in co-operation with the Allies, However, the
members of the O,V.R.A, who were unknown to Fabbris, may atill ba
1ndividually working and collecting information, but unless they
have radlos then cennot get thelr information to the O.V.R.A,
headouarters in German Cccupled Italy,

15, Commandatore Dino Fabbris became s member of the

Fasclet Party only 1n 1835, He was 33 yeara in the agents of
public security, eventually beceming Vice-Questore of Trieste,

In 1937, he was sent By O.V.R.A, No. 1, chlef of all Italian police,
to becoms Inspector General of the 0.,V.R.A. in Sardinia, Whilst
here Fabbris reported many gerarchs to Rome for graft and corrunt-
lon,

16. Ag nlready stated Fabbrls co-operated whole-heartedly

wlth the Allles, and when General Martini was arrested trylng to
leave the ieland to Join the Germens, in this General's poseessalon
was found a note ssaying that Fabbrls was dangerous and that all
Feaciete must keep away from.

T Fabbris 1s a man of consliderable ability, and was, in

my opinion, the besat informed men in Sardinla, His information
waa aleo rellasble, If 1t 18 possible for him to be found work

a9 a Questore in any p art of liberated Italy, I am quite certain
he would be lnvelurble and continus to work in conjunction with
the Allies, He has served 1ln Rome many years ago.

r'/-..
- | Y]
i B

/F!f ﬁ{ I_H_.'_;f ety Ve I

Captain.
Security Branch, A.C,.C,

Copy to C.I.C. Detrchment, Sardinla, for thelr information
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