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L'{ Lhlel of stuff

With rveference to the attached copy of a letbar from iP'WB
Can you please inforu we 1f the recltel of avunts sel fortll therein
1s sccurate, togethior wit any vther cawwents thot spuear pertinent,
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ALLIED FUNHCE HEAD JUARTERS
INFURMATIUN AND CENSURSHIP SECTIUN
FEYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE BRANCH

PWB UNIT No. 14, USA, APU 512

IOF _SECHET Hef: LO/XVII/MLW
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Iljl-r‘l J{-'J-Irq JIHM].L'T’ -'-I w l 'II &
Mr. George Fdunn, A.D.P.V,0.
Mr, Lanhan I'itchener,

General poliey is to build up Lhe ILalian Governnent,

Un September 16th, the Prime Minister, Uonomi, und & party came
to Florence. We heard of ihe vidit after their departure, and Ferris
of the llewn Vivision, who has Leen lialsing closely with Ab.G, on gll
news stories, approached the Lity Comuissioner, Lt. Col, kicrniie, for an
explanation of wiy we had beon given no notice of the viastit.

Col, Michie reniied that we had purposely bLeen kept in tnc dark,
and that everything possible had been done Lo prevent conomi f'rom ¢oming
to Florence, and that he ald not wish Bonomi's stay to lave any publicity,

fhe Provineial Commisalone ry AJU.Th, LE, Col, Rol iy, informs me
that shortly before the Prime Minlstear! arrival, ha, tolph, telephoned
Genaral Hume to find out what arrangenente had beon aude fe r bhe visit,
and vas told that the Prine Winister's own peovle must look after him,

vne of the Prime Minister'y party eaw Col, Rolph apd A=ked him
where the party might lLuncl » 848 NO rations had been broucht up, Col,
Rolph apirosched the Ificorsa' Club where he wag told that the Frime
Minister was “just like any other Ttle!, and finally, after Honomi had
been kept waltineg fop L5 udnutes in the lobby of the Excelsior Hotel, He
was ssrved with a scprateh lunch,

losterday, bBrig, Upjohn, A.C. requeated that we play up the I'refect
of Florence to try and iive him some sort of standing here. saturally we
shall do our hkest, but such things are rather difficult whel the Prime
Minister i known to have received the tremtment gescrived above,
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ek you w0 auch for yout*peraunnl lotler of 10th September,

(L CFPICL
r dooar

Haeal of all may I say how axbromely aporcolabive we are in this
jub=Comanicsion of adl (le trouble that you went to and of all you dld, withoud

S o8 T (PRl Y Wi a3 mdlk loay acd depenay hnve heen flyen you,

T ¢or enly say, thal idgamuch ag thia Sub-Gomwelsaice 1s conoerped,

dg=et e ad 0o kpodledpe o irbimatlorn whatever of tlds vieitd or of the cor-

gbitution of tha perGy. How jou oo pour officers arrsnved it all with the
el luce of transoert I renlly do rob wndexebard, buf wust exproes my

J g arrangeserts with the Priwe Hinister's seorcbory
that all fulre vicltd ard Jourreys of thlz mted Wwill Le givenr me 3 or 4 doy'as

cotles, suall notice oo Llreluwle the gopaulivtion of the wexily,; nunbars, =to,

T pptw micln

I do rot winh to any any more excent to say tut there is sone
bviowus b talf work gdomevhiesa, bul in 2et vour lether was the first

eowrledee I had g2 thd Prair. at all,

Thark you very muahk for bthe way you lave writier, o _
Lt thig persopal letler of mive will noh only exploin tids Sul-Comndssion's
pogitior in the mtier, but tlat, as a result thereof; Mmture bad stnff work
Aideh was flagrartly dieplayed in bthis case, will he niyolded,

. L hope
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Colenel F.0G.E.Spicer,
Director,

Interior Sub-Commicssion,

HC, AMllied “ontrel Commission.

Dear Spicer,

I vant to give you & brief report on the visit of rremier Ponomi
to Ilorence by way of viena last oaturday,

I received a messape thru the ACC Liaiscn Cfficer with AAT at
about 2000 hours Friday, 15 Jep. 19(4, te the effect that the I'remier,
accompanied by seven Ministers, would arrive at a given airport near Siena
at (900 hours saturday; thot it was desired that I send an officer to meet
the party with three cars to transport them to Ilorence;and that in Fleorence
they were to be taken to the Falazeiy Vecchio te Generul Hume's olfice there,

1 had previously arranged a trip to visit the Fistela Team and
had arranged to leave at 0730 hours Saturday morning. 1, therefore, detailed
my Adjutant, dajor .Salter, to meet the party for me and I detailed Lt. Allen,
of my MT Division, to take three cars and accompzny the party to Flerence,

Instead of eight people, eleven arrived bubt they squeezed intc the
three cars which would held nine passengers comfortably. On the way to
Florence the Premier stopped in Foggibeonsi te inspéct part of the town. He
was recognized and enthusiastically greeted by the people and, eventually, by
the Sindaco, He spoke briefly and then went on to Florence. En route one of
the cars hud a flat tire which was repaired without too much delay; and then
was hit by the blade of a bulldozer being transported on a tank bransporter.
The blade of the bulldozer injured necene and did not aifect the running cf the
car. 1t made a long gash in the top of the car much as a giant can-opener
would, This car arrived in Florence late but eventually jeined the remainder
of the party,

En route to lontecatini to visit the Fistola team,I stopped long
enough in Florence to tell the Frovincial “ommissioner and the Prefect that
the I'remier and party would arrive there between 1100 and 1200 hours. The
Fremier and his party were nct expected, There had been some advance
information to the effect that the Fremier would visit Florence in the
future but no definite time had been set so far as the people at the Florence
end knew. Certainly the Prefect and the Frovincial Commissioner did not know.
similarly General Hume's Aide stated that Ceneral Hume's cffice did not expect

the fremier. 1 5 0 9

The Premier and party were taken to the Palazzo Vecchio to General
Hume's of fice. They talked to a Eritish Colonel and an American Lieut.-Col
there, probably CUcleonel liayne and Lt.Col. Michie. Arrangenents for lunch fer
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the party were hastily made. They lunched at the Excelsior fotel. After™ |

lunch they met a Church dignitary, elther the frchbishop or a Cardinal. They

also had a conference with the Frefect, At the conclusion of this confer-

ence they returned to Siena and were donducted to the airport where they took

a 'plape for Rome.

I feel that the Fremier was not recelved in Florance in & manner
that was entirely fitting to his position,but,if he was not so received,it
was due, almost entirely, to the fact that the people in Florence did not know
of his coming. I would sugpest that if any similer parties are to be sent
north that all concerned be given ample notice.

The caps 1 have available are not particularly suitable for high-
ranling officials,but I gave them the best ones I haves

I am not entirely satisfied with the way this visit was handled at
this end but we did the best we could under the circumstancesjand 1 wanted
you to realize that any deficiencies were not due to neglect or indifference.

Pest personal regards,

Yours sincerely,

- ,..f-"'; AR

C ot fp b enra A |
ROBT. G. KIRK{OD,
Colonel, Fi, USArmy
Hegional Cummissioner.
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Colonel N.G.B.Spleer,
Director,
Interier Sub-Commlseion,

HQ, Allied “pntrel Commission.

Dear.Jploer,

I wvant to glve you a brief reporl on the visit of Fremier Penot
to Florence by way of Slena lant Saturday.

L received o mespape thruo the ACC Liaison Cfficer with AAT at
about 2000 heurs Friday, 15 Sep, 19.4, te the effect thut the Fremier,
sccampunied by seven Ministere, would arrive at a giveén airport near Siena
at (500 hours Saturdays; that it wae dezired thet I send an oflicer Lo meet
the party with three cars te trenoporl them to Flerence and thet in Florence
they were to be taken te the Valagziw Vecchio te General Huse's office there,

4 had previously arranged a trip to visit the Fistola Team and
had arranged to leave at 0730 hours Saturday morning. 1, therofore, detsiled
oy Adjutent, Major Salter, to meet the party for we and I detafled Lt, Allen,
of my MT Divislon, te take three cars and accompany the certy te Florence.,

Instead of eight pesple, eleven arrived but they squeszed lnlo the
three cars which would held nine passengers comfertably. On bhe way to
Flerence the Pramier stopped in Foggibonsl to inspect part of the town, He
was recognized and enthusiastically greoted by the pesple and, cventually, by
the Slndace. UHe spoke briefly and then went on te Florence. Fn route ons of
the cars had a flat tire which vae repaired without teo much delay; snd then
was hit by the blade of a bulldoger being transported on a tank transporter.
The blade of the bulldoger injured noene and did not affect the running of the
car. It made a long gash in the top of the car much @s & gilant can-opener
would, This car arrived in Flarence late bub sventually jelned the remainder
of tte party.

En route to Montecatlini to visit the Pistola team I stopped long
encugh in Flerence to tell the Provineial Commissioner and the Prefect that
the Premier and party would arrive there between 1100 and 1200 hours. The
Premier and his party were not expected, Thers had been some advance
information to the effect that the Fremier would visit Florence in the
future but no definite tine had been set so far as the people at the Florence
zrd knew, Certainly the Prefect and the Frovincial Commissioner did not lnow.
Similarly General Mume's Alde ptated that General Hume's office did not expect
the Fremier.

%
The Premier and party were taken to the Palazzo Uwcchiaitéj@nzml
Hume's office. They talked to a British Cplonel and an American lieut.-Col
there, probably (clenel Msyne and Lt.Col, Michie, Arrangements for lunch for

continned.......
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the party were hsstily made. They lunched at the Txoalsior Hotel., After
junch they met a Church dignitary, either the Archbishep or a Cardinal, They
alsc hud & conference with the Frafect, At the esnclusiun of this conter-
ence they returned to Siena and were donducted te the airpert where thoy took

a 'plene for foma,

I feul that the Premier was not recelived din Floronce in & mennor
that was entirely fitbing bo his pusition;but ,if he was not so received it,
wan due, smlmost entirely, to the fact that the pesple in Flerence did net know
of his coming., J would suggest that if any similay perties are te be seni
north that all concerhed be glven ample notice. ;

The ears 1 huve availoble are nol particularly suitable for high~
ranking officials,but I gave them the best enee i have.

I am not entirely satisfied with the way this vieit wat handled at

this end but we 414 the best wo could under the cj,rmm:stanun:w;.rmd L wanted
you Lo rezlize that any deficlencvies were not due to neglect er indiffercncs.

Best persconal repards,

Youra slincerely,

P
et

A & £~ o
(PR LA T e
FOBT, ‘G, KIRKWOD,
Colonel, FA, USAriy
Hegionsl Lommissicners
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