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gituation in the Hologna Frovince. “/}“

Sueh situation hes not only locsl importance, glven
that - obvicusly - the movement which has spread during the
last pericd of the German cecupation and which has incressed
after the liberation, shows a tendency %to spregd out
systemptically into the neighbouring 2onesa. lhuech more,
gecording to a stutemeni made by 8 1ighle pereon; this
wovement would be in connectlion wlth an eventual uprise,
epparently soclal, but armed pnd not independent from
voliticel sctions of Krester impor tance.

"he Bologrne Province has been selected by the
Communists as Centre of the agrarlen movement, such as
Wilan =nd Turin should be the centres of the industrisl
lanbour movemernte.

Ginne August 1944 the Communists caused in several
Communes an agreement to be made regarding the transfor-
netion oi the crup-share system. Such agreement 1 absolutely
anti-economic snd has evidently a political beackground,
ns it turns to the crop sherera' cless advantuge, wniech has
not suffered at all until o few days before the liberation

and which on the contrary has speculated notoriously, melling

feod supplies to always mOYe incressed prices. Thle menoenvre
wos made with e view to deduce from the other partles of

the people(especially from the Scclslists and the Chrilstian
Lemoernts) the erop-sharers and amall tenanta, who were not
and are nat attracted to the known Communist principles.

These contracts have not been dlscussed, but have
been with thrests and several proprieters, who did not
aant to sign have been killed. The pmuthoritlies of the sc-
arlled Mussclini's HRepublic end those of the Garman occupants
let them do ss they wanted and in certain cases the Germars
joined this propagandac

in the Fologna plain the partlisans were organlsed by
the Communists into the UGap and Sap, who never took actively
part in the struggle againsy the Lermans, while the regulsar
| partisan formations, who were 1ln the nilly zone, frequently
carried ont nseful activities in the back ol the Gexwan
Troeps. infact, the first srmed rormations never caused
g bridge to be biown up, even when specifically ordered,
and to-day they trunsformed themselves into the guards of
the infinite Committees, which abusévely call themselves
Committees of Kational Liberation.
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The liperal parties, democratic christian and
republican entered into the legional Liberatlion Committee
of bologna only during the month of August 1944, thus
completing the six partles, of which 1t is composed, but
had opportunity to carry out but very little propaganda,
at first, in consequence of the activity of the Lermans
anid the Vascist Black Brigedes and then as & result of the
activity cf the a/m Communlast partisans.

Ater the libermtion of Bologna, whilch took place
on the 2lst aApril, the socialist Frefect appointed by the
begional liberation Commitiee, pssured the population that
Jjustice would be made agalnst the criminales and those who
took advantsge from the Fascist *egime, but told them to
be celm and to return to normal civil life. In spite of
this, on the same day murders took place, especiaslly in
the city, and the victims continued to be many, not only
during the firat days but for entlire weeks.

Up-to-rnow (@ month later) arrests of lersons have
been continued, illegal prisons in different polnta of
the city have been opened, pnd when by order of the Allied
Mmthorities all vriscners had to be transferred to the
§eCiovanni in Monte prison, the partisans moved only haelf
vl them; the others thrcl the prenier part not fighting
Fascista) bhave been found and continue to be found dead
in different locelities.

The particulars of these incidents have been reported
to the Allied rublic Safety Offlcer, Major Way and to
the Officer in charge of the partisans MajJor Glllette.
Just the lest week (20th of lay) an Allied O)ficer has
noticed completely armed partisans run arcund the city in
o _dar. 1t is to be pointed out, that the Commender of the
partisans, on the 2let April, during a meeting of the
liberation (ommittee, declared that the arms weuld not be
surrendered to the Allies, since he had made arrsngements
for the gathering-up of all " old stuff of the Frovince"
to be piven up, to the effect that the efrflclent arms
would remain at the disposal of the Communist formations
to he used in the revolution to cowme. However, the gresater
part of these arms are not in the city, but in the country,
where it is very difficult to find a considerable number
of them collected in one place.

it is to be pointed out, that who has been in the
country has been able to notice that during the lmatzﬁgnkgi
of their stay, the same Germans have delivered nrms J
(espeecinlliy hand-grenades) to the populstion, l.e. to the
partisans of to-day, who then co-cperated with the Germuns.

L
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Evidently this has been made with & vliew to croate
disorders among the ltalinns in the baek of the advancing
Allied troops.

Aftar the arrival of the Allies, there wss n pauge
of the violent actions in the country, in order to impose
the a/m sgricultural bgreemants. but, seen the dlfferent
procedute of the Ailied troops from that of the exrmpns
sGOL muraers started again.not only of Fpselsts but egleo
of proprietors, farm nanagers, thelr femilies and of
other persons, nlso for bersonal revenges, but more often
according to a fixed scheme and an exclusive directive.

+1l nany Communes, besides the foroed imposition
oI the asricultural agreewents, which are said to be
Bpbyroved by the lationsal Llberation Committee - hut
which hes never dlscussed the matter - Sums are demended,
which vary from 50.000 Lire tc 6.000.000 Lire, to be paild
within four or rive days under the threat to ‘undergo the
Justice of the patriota".

it 1s said that "all those who do not comply with

the request of the Natlonal Liveration Committee snd are
teal to the needs of the working classes, i'lace themselves
definitly outside the national community and agsinst the
patriotic front, to the erfect thet they will be considered
traltors by all working Organlisations and as slich denounced
LO Ltrne masses in order to undergo the saome troatment as

Lthe trnltors of the Countryy

In vther Cummunes letters fave been written to the
pProprietors stating that in view of the fact that they
have earned too much during the Fascist perlod, they should
give up to the loeal siberation Committee, by order of the
“entral Committee ( « +« which of course knew nothing at all)
the 2,504 of the area in their possession, voluing 1t
220.0C0 lire per hectare.

0 many Communes, the armed members of the .oesl
Lonmmltiees have prohibited to tranaport the absolutely
necessary food-supplies 1o town, where there still are
thousandis of Paesants and workmern without work ana income.

in the economical Tield, tarifts have been fixed,
which vary from 538 Lire per hour for ordinary works to
95 slre per hour for the fertilisation of the fi=1ldg.
Wlth such prices the corn broduction cost would smount
to at leaat 1.200 Lire ber quintal and that of the rice,
Lni the few zones where it s grown, to at least 1.800 Lire
before polishing: wiich would mean misery -for nll CoNnsumers .

The rfrovincigl Commissioner has issued an ordinanc
against all these abuses, which has brought about a atﬂﬂif§§
still lasting a few days; but then the Promoters took up
Courage agaln and the impoeitions becane more snd more
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frequent, with many mUrders, aven of members of the

working clase and sometimes with methods copied from

the Garmen S.5. ( hangings in the preaence of the familles,
digpging of thelr preves by those who were sbout to be

killed etc.)

fne Provincinl Commlsslioner, Col. Thomns, has tnen
jnvited the Heplounal Liberatlon Committes to declare 1t-
aclf contrary - with a public poster - to such methods
and Tacts, while the Vemocratiec Christlan Party aent out
a protest to all other parties and tc the “erplonal Libe-
ration Committee, with & view %O re-ent rece the prestlige
and the authority of the Conmittce itralf, sepsrating
its owin responsibility fTrom the a/m Aincldents, which are
contrary to every llemocratlc conception and L0 every
criterion of order and Jjuatlce.

The Hegional wiberation Cormlitiee, in conaequence
of the weankness of the presldency and the obetructlonlisn
of the Communist members, who have violently sttacked the
intervention of the Allies, has not yet complled, after
15 deys, with the request made by the rrovinclial
Commissioner, and on the contrary 1ts Communiat members
are ageinst the publication of a statement, which is
necessary, both to glve wack confidence toc the ltelians
ard to sesure the prestige of the allied Authoritles.

i - A re-onforcement of the Allied Folice 18 necessary,
especially in the country, wihsre a few men would he
sufficient to cop with an enftilre Coumune.

-

1i - To ohiige the Heglonal idberation Comnittee -
under the threat of its dissolution - t0 declare iteelf

not particeps criminis 1 the a/m incidents =and to comply
aith the Just requests of the rrovincial Commissioner.

11IL - Control of the members of the ltalian
cuestura ( where Communist partlsans are put in ).

1V - Appeintment of carper PFrefect and Luestore
by the ltallisn (overnment, with the authorisution of the
Allied Authorities, eliminatling from such pousltions any
party action whatscever ( so as it has slways been in
demccratic italy before the transformation of the State
administration by the Fasclst party.

if these measures will not tbe immediptely put into

effect, the complained criminal activity, which has already
spread out into menmy Communes end especially into the
Bologna plain, would overstep the rrovince boundarles

gnd spread over the neighbouring rrovinces, &as on the other
hand it has been already noticed (Ravenna, iorli, I'.:‘.'::G{j'g..}
which would slso represent the actuation of a fixed

soheme, both tu create Tew situations in the lorthern
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Heglons and to facllitate the distructive and alarming
activity of armed bands with the same political idean, "
eventhough 1f of different nationality.

ap-
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A/ 1100/ LG Tel: 475150

SUBTLOy Belogna Officialo, 25 ey 1945,

[0 ¢+ RO 3uilia Region, (with coy for PC Dologna) ]

Ls The attzched coples of noles of an interview which took place at |

this Hy are {orwerded for the informAation and ettention of the Provincial |

Commissioner of Holoune, i
|

2 The ecorntents thereof are self-oxplumbtory.

e 1Y It is repert=l that & Vice Prefsct Inspoctor is required rfor whis

Prel'cctura and tle Mlliistry heve alrecdy noninated ap orffieial, following

8 request for the purpose, Lifortc are beings made to sexd hiw forward as
goon as possible,

/ ' e

RaLbi H, TESRVE '
l/a jor
WieL/ pes Deputy Dirsctor
Bhcle. as in (1) aoove. Lotal Goverraent Sulb-Conndgsion.
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