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"Compulsory voting: A lepgal requiremsnt that qualified voters cnat ballots

at every election or auffer penialtien provided by law. It exists nowhere in
the U.S. though one or two stated constititions authorize the legisloture

to provide for it., Experience in a few countries abroad indicates that such
laws, though increaging participation in eleotions, result in a tendency to
vote recklessly or cast blank ballots, " - "y Dictionary of American Politica",

Smith and Zurcher.

"Compulsory vobing has been sugeested as a meayis of keeping up the interest
of the voters in elections, Where it has been tried, as in Belgium, Austmlia,
and parts of Switzerland, it has done away with the need for partisan efforts
to rally the votera to the poliis. In Belgium small pecuniary fines, public
renrlmands, and disenfranchisement were the penalties inflicted upon oitizens
convicted of elegtoral negligenoe. In actual practice very few non-voters
were brousht to trinl. The succens of the aystew is not dependent so much
upon the penalties ag it is upon the fact that the whole rrocegs of election
is organized by the Covernment. hach voter receives an official sumions to
every eloction and he does not have to rely upon the varty workers for infor-
mtion reganling his duties.

"What are the possibilities of introducing auch a gystenm in the U, . 7 The

Firat obstacle in the way of its adoption would be the inadequagy of the lists
of registered votera kent in this contry., It would neces oary to lmow the
names and addresses of all the eligible voters if compulsory yoting were to be
successiil. COthevwise, the neglirent eitizen would almply fail to repister,

In the second place, there are s naber of legal obstacles which would have to
be summounted, American courts are likely to follow the precedent aet by the
Sunreme Court of Missouri when it declared the obligatory proviamion of the
Kansas City Charter wconstitutional, Lastly, popular prejudicen against
governmental pressiwe in connection with voling would have to be overcome.

The voters in the State of Cregon showed a decided dislike to compulsory vobing
when they voled on the question in 1920, Obligatory voting in made permisaive
by the constitutions of North Dakota snd Massachusetts but no legislative action
has been teken in either gtate, The agitation that would be necespary to secure
the enactment of such a scheme might in itself have a stimulating effect upon
Woting,

"The agystem of dbligatory voting which would come the nearest to fitting Ameri-
cen eonditions ic the one which is found in Augtralia. The law makes repistra-
tion compulsory 2a well as voting, In the words of ihe lew, 'Every person who

is entitled to have his name nlaced on the Roll for any Subdivision whether

by vay of enrollment or transfer of enroliment, nnd whose name is not on the Roll
upon the expivation of 21 dayn from the diate upon which he becomes so entitled,
or at any subsequent date while he continues to be so entitled, shall be guilty
of an offenge...' A liter section of the lawr gtates that every elector who =
'Tnils to vote at an election without a valid andl sufficient reason for f‘&iﬁl&éh 9
or who gives a falue ressen 'shall be gilty of en offense,' 1The fustralian

law would pet arcund the fact that no American state hag an official and complete
gyatem for registering voters,

"Compulsory vobing requires the government to pake camplete and orderly Arvange-
ments for the notification of the voters regamding pendin elections, The second
Chicago study showed the murked difPerence that such notification made in the
pize of the vote." --The Americsn Party System. Merriam end Comiell. Chapter on

"Voting and Non-Vobting," Parea 417-419.
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"But, if' the citizen, standing aloof, refuses to agsume the responsibilities
of his ecitizenship, should not the state require him to do 80?7 Compulsory
voting is by no means an untried deviee. (1) I has sugceeded, apparently, in
Belgiun, (2) Tta recent adoption by some of the smrller Buropean states and
by the Commorwealth of Australia, where a fine of #10 is impoged for failure
to reglster or vote, my foreshadow its genersl acceptance. (3) Alveady, in
the United Stales, the constitutions of Magsachusetts and North Dakote have
been amended so as Lo permit the introduction of the compulsory system, (1)
What will be ;_,;.I:Li_'n{:cl by its introduetion? (5) 1t is presumed that the voter
will more serioualy consider regponsibilities which he can no longer esecapc,
that he will become impressed with the importance of his civie relationships,
and that the mere mechanienl met of voting will stimulate an intereat in politics.
Leas hanpy resulta are quite as possible, however., The citizen may resent compul-
sicn, He may come to regard his political rights, not as a privilege, but as a
hateful burden, The vote that he caste—-if he dees not emphagpize his resentment
by leaving the ballot blank--may reflect nothing but lack of interest and lack
of knowledge, 1In s word, the state ecan mobilize the electorate at the polls, but
it cannot moke the electorate think; 1t can mamilacture more votes, but not more
intellizent opinions, 'The commendable craze of dragging people to the polls to
vote againgt their will is not going to get us anywhere,' says Senator Mletcher,
(6) 'unless the conmerinted woters know why they are vobing and what they are voting
for,' This we must add: The fubture of democracy cannot be regarded with confi-
dence when ithoge who were once rendy to die for the privilepe of vobing must be
driven to the polls againat their inclinationsg." =-- American Parties and Electionas,
Edward MceChegney Sait, Ph.D. , p. 70B=709

(Footnotes 26 on atiached sheet)
{.’lj 'reemen were camelled to attend the English hmndred-moot and shire-inoot
under the penalty of heavy [ineas; and & gimilar practice prevailed in Merovigian
France and in the toyms of medieval Holland (H. Spencer, Political Institutions,
1682, p. L30). In several Americsn colonies (for example, Rhode Lsiand and hary=
lC-t‘n{lj some form of compulpion existed, (MdKinley, The Suffrage Franchise in the
Thirteén linglish Colonies, pp. 73, 270, 308, 430; Bishop, History of ilections in
the American Colonies, pn. 100-101, ) Belgium was the first modemn state to adopt
comnilsory voting (18933. Spain followed in 1908; the Wetherlands in 1917; Bul-
garia in 1918; Czechoslovalkia in 1920; Rumania in 1923; ILuxembourg in 1924; Hungary
in 1925; and Greece in 1929, See Herbert Tingsten, Political Behavior (1937),
Chapter IV, on "Compulgory Voting," pp. 182-208,

"The typical American's attitude is that voting is a right that he may exercise

or not as he seea fit. Ie assumes that the right to vote includes the right to
neglect to vote. MNeny laws are also based on this theory, All persons who abstain
from voting are expected to acquiesce in the decision of thoge who go to the _@:ga.. o
no matter how few they are, Practieally this rule is almoat indispensable, for
without it those who abagtain from voting might paralyze the actions of goverrnment
by their inaction, At the same time it needs to be recognized that vobting at
public electiona is one of the most important of the stepa in the democratic procesas
of povernment, If voters may at will neglect their duty, then the public loses

the thought and the services of thosge who abstain, while an wndue weight is given
to these who have a gpecial interest in acting, In short, the right to vote
logically carries with it the duty to vote and to vote as intelligently and as
diginterestedly as possible.

"Wevertheless the American people have not moved townnl making voting compulsory.

A Missouri supreme court decision of 1896 held it to be uncomstitutional, as en
infringement of the 'msovereign right of suffrage,' Coamulsory voting measures
pubmitted to the voters in severml westorn states have been reflected. Two atate
constitutions (Massachusetts end North Dakota) authorize the legislature to
penalize non-voting , but no laws have yet been enascted under these provisions," ==
=-American Goverpment, by William inderson, Prof, of Politieal Science, Univer-
sity of Mimmesota, pp. 317-318.
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(2) The averape percentage of registered pergons voting in foupr @lections between
1921 and 1932 and cagting valid ballots vas 89, But it appears that about
one-aseventieth of alj voters purposely handed in defective ballota, Tingsten, &
OP. cit., pp. 190-191, 1:
il
i

(3) Austraiia adopted the aystem in 192, Four of the six ntates have it:
“ueensland (1915}, Victowia (2926), Tasmanin (1928), and New South Wales (1928),

(4) The voters of Oregon defeated such an amendment in 1920 by 131,603% votes
to 61,250,

(5) Does the result depend wuvon the punishment for failure %o vote? If the
benalty is heavy (fine op imprisonment), it will create resentment as out of
propoxrtion to the oifence, If it is negligible, nothing will be gained; and,
on the othep hand, there my be an inoreamed disrespect for law in general,
Tingsten (p. 194) finda evidence in the Netherlanda that the enf'oreement of
the compulsory law hag been very lax, especially in the cities. The astonish-
ing number of invalid ballots cast in Belgium (pp. 190=191) and the Nethep.
lands (pp. 193=194) eannot be lgnored in measuring the effect of compulaion,

(6) Congresgional Record, June 28, 1926, p, 12, 193.
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