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Te Cutting af' sipgnal wires and eables throughout the territory administered by
this I continues and is & problem inasmuch as while the motive is more often than
not thef't of materiel, the resultent disruption of signal cowminication is effective
"le':-tlﬂ't.'-:'.;'_-l,ﬂﬁ

2e It has been guprested that the FENA di WORTE notices used in AJMLG. territory
ag a waming are not legsal in I,G.T. and the enclossd has been suppested as being
more suitsble,

Je This HY) would apopreciate your opinion on the lepelity of the supiested notice
arcl the possibility of petting them printed, \
!

C~ Lot

( T.C. TOWNSEND ) Capt
D% e | Camd
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PUBLIC_RELATION BRANCH
14 December 1944
SORJCT ¢ Wire outtilng offencesd in forwerd E8roas.
m0 ¢ P.W.B.s (Attention . oL e 1Lt )
e hawa been adviged by Legal 3ub-Commission
that complaints are pouring in from the forward areas
of the frequency of wire outting offences, and Hy, Ho. 1
Matriet requeat a publicity campalgie
The penaltles attaching to such offencesa are
sot out in Proclametlon fo. 1 (Rewriged) : Part II, Artiole

lio. IV, para 12, which states thet any peraon who inter-
fereas with communication by mail, couricr, ‘tolegraph,
telephone, ceble, radio, or otherwlse, O removes or
iamagea any telegraph, telephone oOr alechrio power wire
shall upon conwigtion by an Allied 1ilitary Court, be
11able %o punishment by death, OF by imprisonment OF fine

or both, ag the Court may deaternine.

7411 you plsasge ¢lve the wideat publicldty
throuch radio oY any of your forward publications to theas
of fenoea and stresa the penaltles to whioch olfenders ?qg

1ilﬂhlﬁ .

Tor the Directoxr -

JOHN P. LBACACO3,
Major, AUB
y Public Relations Of ficer.

Cony to i-
Toepal 3Jub-Commiszalon. _<__.. lf,-"
nol.: \
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RIX/LE/785/107 7?7 Lecanxber 1944,
SUBJEST 'ire Cutting.
- o
TO .  Deputy Chief Iegual Advisor, legad Sub-Coruiission,
lieadguerters, allied Commission, AP0 494, U.d,ATI0y.
L)
2 Refererce your AC/4005/4/1, 4 December 1v44 concerning
the cases of SANDRCHI Onorste and CIOTTI Agostino, both churged
witlh interfering with signel comunicuations., Thege two cuS8es are

well krown to me, &nd, a8 you will note below, Have elragdy been
the subject o* ccrrective action both Dby this Hy. and AlG &th
J;_T_"ILIF‘

£ o Wwith respect to the cases themselves, the records cof
triasl disclose the fellowing:

a. SANDROMNI Onoruto (sge:- <l yeuls). This defencant

wes charged under Croclemeticn no.l, purd.ls "with having rolled
| up and ecurried wway 200 yards ol telepliolle 1ine three f:lles south

of @ Giovenpl™ on 7 Sept.44, The cocused plesded gullty. Corp-
oral Clerk of 5th Cenedian Armored Divislcn testlfied that on
7 Sept.44 he found the defendant rolling up & telephone line which
ren between the 5th Cansadisan Div, Pgs. and "J" Troop; that the line
w.s cut by means of two stones; thut the defendant had been in the
Italian Arny for 1 year; thet he was not secretlve. NDefenddnt
tectified thet he had bteen in the Itelisn Army but had not seen &
comrunication line in the army; that he hed found both ends of the
wire broken: that he thought it wes ola Germen wire, and he Lad
seen other Itelian civillans tuking German wire from this seunie
rreg. The trial juage incluaed the followlng remurks in the record:

WNo evidence to show defendsant had cut lline. No evidence
except opinion evidence of witness for prosecution thut
line hed been cut by two stones. Defendunt =l yeurs old.
Hed refused te fight for Republicans."

The defendant was found guilty end sentenced Lo puy a I'ine of EquZ
Lire apnd in defuult of paywent To SETVE o months imprisonnent,

b, CICTTI Acostince lagei- ©9 yeurs), This defendont

| was eharged undsr Proclemsation No.l, para.ls as Tollows: "on 12
Sept.44 at Norclano wis seen o be interfering with telegraph slg-
nal wire in usse by s ®d. Regt,;, and upon investipgation was found to
have removed a quuntity of the wire." Ihe acouged pleaded guilty.,

CONEPFIDENTIAL
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The Court had before 1t the stetement ol Gor. Thwaltes, oug/f113

¥d. Regt., which read as follows:

non the l2th of sSept.44 whilst on duty at a naintan-
snece point I found by means oi telephone that my coli-
mpunicatlons were discontinued. I patrol seme Lo in=-
vestigate., I ssw with ny own €yes this nan was reeling
this 1line in he had in e sack about one mile and hell
of cable with him he spoke gnelish end told me he
thought it to be cable belong ing to the Germans.™

The sccused testified that he thoucht that the onleces
of wire thet he wrs plcKing up had been left by the GeTrnsans; that
his collection of the wire was doue in ignorence and he had nc
{dea thet he wes interupting military communicaticns., The trial
judge included the following remarks in the record:

nThe sccused is very cld and very lgnorant consequently
reason for fine instead of jall sentence and lightness
of fine. AlSo, this is the first instance of this type
of offense in this urea and there is no resscn to be-
lieve that it is a common oOr prevelent offense.”

The accused was found gullty and sentenced to a fine ol
5000 lirs.

. The record in the SsNDRUNL case Was received at thls Hag.
on 30 Sept.44 and in the CICTTI caseé On 7 oct.44, 0o 7 Cct.44,
I sddressed letters in esch caseé to the Provinciel lLegal Officer
of Forll Province. I guote Trom the letter in the CIOTTL case;

"The sentence is entirely inadequate. The gocused W&ES
found guilty of removing & mile ¢nd helf of communi-
cetion ecable, 4 fine is &n inascvropriete sentence 1or
such =« serious offense, It is reconmended that CAOs be
instructed to refer Charges under pare.lz to you belore
trying them by Swumary Court."

The letter in the SANDRONI case wasz ol gimilar tenor.

4, I then discussed tThese CHSES with SCAC, ANMG 8th Army,
and he authorized me to prepare = bulletin on Allied Lilitary
Courts to be ilssued to all Bth army Civil Affaurs Officers tuiih
prevent (emong other things) & repetition of the situcstlon 1n
these cuges., This bulletin wes {ssued on £5rd Cctober 44 &and
distributed te all £th Army Civil Affairs Offlcers. Contained
therein 1s the followlng:

ng., Serious Charges. Serious charges, .., wire

cutting, theft or possession ol signel wire, meil theft,
gttempting to compunicete with persons 1n cccupled

=
COoNFIDE LI AL
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rerritory, interference ol tampering «.ith petrol plpe
jines, in short any Case +shilch may heve & security as-
pect or mey involve sabotuge, should never De tried 1n
a Summsary Court without first referring the pepers to
the Provincleal jegal Officer. Renember that once you
have tried & case and imposed & sentence, no further
~etion by you or higher suthority which could result 1in

the impositicn of d higher senuslCe is posslible.

The followlng CaSES tried by :-;]_Jﬁf.ul‘l'u":*a-.d Cap0s 1in this
Frovince within the last 40 dayée 11lustrate the fore-

going:

gffencze sentence

cutting one and o hulf miles 5000 lire fine.
of signal wire

gesesgion of o50 yurds ol siznul ©0CU p[ire fine.
l1ine whichi WaS recently cut.

* 3 # > + ¥ * 4

1 have IO hesiteticn 1n dtuting that such sentences
encourage others 10O copmnit aimilar olfenses, gl ell-
g tirely dafeat the purposes of #MG Courts. rich of those
: cases should Liave peernt tried Dy & Superiecr or gencrel
Court. DBut tioe sotions of the CGal: in cuestiol constit-
nted a fingl dis osition ol the cases, ©bU pfurtner cotlicn
sgainst arny ol tYe aceused 1l preciuded,”

B. 7o further ensure thet g1l Civil sffeirs CLTL1CErS fully
understond the srocedure to be followed in dealing with serilous
chinrges, on 14 Nev.44 the following directlve Was tszued by akG
eth Army to all of their Civil Affeirs offlcers.

nl. Offences ol sttempnts To commit oiflences having &
posslible implicatlon of sebobrge will 0T be tried by
cpos with first referring the paspels to this Iiq.

g cduech coffences inelud:zi-
vy '
Jire cuttlng Ly s
Interfering with means of communicetion
Interfering with petrol pipe 1lne
Interfering wlth meens of transportation such as
pailway and reillwey opereting equipuent, eto.
< Thig dircctive will be placed oI the CAQ'S Directive

Joa
f1le and numbered 84."
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| C. vour sttention is called to the fact thet the writer
did not mssume the dutles of Hegional Legal Cffieer of Erilia
Region until 27 Aug. 4%, and did not arrive in 8th Army &rea un-=
t11 2% Sept.44, at which time these cases heo already been dis-

posed of.

i A1l Provinelal Legal (fficers in this Reglion have again
been informed of the views ol your Hgq. and of higher Headquarters
on sentences in wire cutting ceses, and they have been instructed
to notify the same to &all judges of Alliled Military Courts sitting

in their Provinces.

8. This Hg. will continue tc make every effort (o ensure
thet serious charges are brought to triel before an appropriate

court and asre sdequately dealt with.

Tor the Reglonal Commissloner:

WILLIA He LEVIT
Major, J.A.G.D.
Regional Legal Officer.
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TOSCANA REGION |
ALLIED MILITARY GOVERNMEIT
7 Dec lhs
SUBJECT : Sabotage of Cammnicationse
TO : HQ, AC (Att: Legal Sub=Comiesion)s |
_%B

v 1«  Reference the attached Letters 716/GSI dated 26 Nov Lk and
1410S/058 dated 20 Nov Llie :
~x5C

. Tt is pointed out that there are

made in para 3 of 716/GS1e

Do S0AO0's of Fifth and Eighth Armies have 1aid down the policy
that offences against the 1aws of oocupation ghould be tried

by Military Govermmsent Courts in Army AreaBe
n the organization and functioning

be In the back ercas of this Reglo
of the Ttalian Courts 18 being carried out and these try coseca

under the Itelian Fenal Codee.

obetacles to the suggeation

Je In view of thess

| please be informed of your policy ;
) cases of theft of live wire and cable as "purto aggravato" under present Italian

|I I1aws

OB, G. KIRKWOOD,
Uﬂlﬂﬂﬂl, F-ﬁilU-Elm.

DMF/ax. Reglonal ComnimsioneTe
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confidential | ARO 39% _ o et
CEC TR _ LEGAL SUB=COMEIBSION r

v -.,.lj.ll.i.:: _:-_j' 3
4 December Ll944.

sURIROT ¢ Wire cutidng.

TO :  Regionunl Commiasloner, fmllin Region
(far Regionel Legol Officer).

1. Herewith 3} coples of letters from AFPHQ and
HO AAI whiech nre sell gxplinatory .

3. Please obtain from the Jjudges goncerned and
Lhe desired information.

report to this Sub-Commisslon
the judges concerned and
this Sub-Comalssiolnn on
well known

, 3, Please notify T0
| 411 other judges the views 0 L
gentences in wire cutting csses which #are

to you.

[lvv comuand CX Caonmodore STUONE:S

Ww. ©Z. BEMRENS, Colonel

I.'l — .

Deputy Chief Legul rdvisor.

et

ricL&a.
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CONFIDENTIAL

. (b1
I _.--J = : . - —
V/ \ \. ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS i Y 1044
HR (=5 Sectlon
APO 512

G=5: GB3.4 30 Wovember 1944
aURJTHCT: Damage to Allled Communlcatlions. TOECA94 4
TO + Headquerters, Allled Commlsslon, AFOQ ayd

1. Attached is copy of AAI letter 1407/2/GSI(b) __ [, r2
dated 24 Nevember 44, :

P

. TPrime facle the sentences in the two chises nen=
tioned appear dangerously Inadequate in view of the dils-
asterous recults that may accrue from wilfull dameage to
operational lines,

Z. Plecse investicate these casss and Inform this
HQ of any special clrcumstances aeffecting them,

4, A serlous view is taken af thls HQ of this Ujype
ol case.

ra'rr‘ i §
F i w F
' . i ..1'\-.1 ‘F{I '.-1 I."-l:'l:l

CHARLES . SPOFFORD
Brigadler General, G.S.C.
Incl: Asslistant Chief of Staff, G~
pg ahove,
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SRV
© HEAD@UAT RS S (A
JLLIED CONTIOL o JIOTE3S TON
F 1,0e & M.G. Section
! AFO 394

el /319/72/CAs | 1 June 19
SURJECT: Sabotage and Thef't of Silghal Linase

f
0 Er; : Tepnal Sub=Conmisslolis ﬁ
1 Reference your ACC/14609/55 of 27 Moy 19hhs
2e T attach copy of further letter dated 70 lLiny
1944 from HQ AAT (BGS =(I)) on above subjects
S 1t is thought you may care 1o discuss the

natter with Drigadier Adrey a4 early as possible
ond vith this in mind, copy of the correspondence
has also been gent to ACC Iiaison Officer, HU AAL.

- p——

| i i
1 EGLL SUBCOMMISO | |4
J .- | | E/ il
. L) e 7
DCLO \/
E -_—f— |
Chief Counssl
Relle |
— - r ! __"'
hhalion Section | \IORMAN K. FISKE,
1 ~ =l Gﬂl{}nﬂl’
CL EKT ‘ Deputy Execulive
= TaEmib. 00 Comnioaionsrs

\ﬂ_ Gory tot 11G. AJA.L
- = _ACC L iﬂi‘in, HU AAl.
Public Safety Sub=Coiiile
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ALLUFED CONTROY, COMMIRSION
ReCo & M.G. Bootion
AP0 394

el /280 /20 /0M 18 fprdl 19kke

SUTIOT: fentengen of Civilion Priconers Hoe) Distriode

0 I HaCs Hﬁr‘;’-ﬂﬂ 11t

Yo Thin Tlendquarters han received from Comde Hoed Tiatrigt

o letter on He above subject welttan by Comds D AXCOe Copics

of the correspondorae pre pbbacheds.

2 w41l wou plesse forwerd your comients as early e possiblice

NORA B, IMISEW

Colonal,

peptily Bxecutive
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SUB}iCT: Ineffectiveners of ACC Courts and
lezal proced. 2.
3 District
Tel Ext 10,
4 /G531

4 Allied Control Commission
AFQ 344.

i— L —

I know that the Deputy Fresident, Allled
Control Conmigsion, is most anxious thut of fen—
aes committed by Italian civiliang, which are in
the nature of sabotage or wlich direcltly affect
Allied troops or property, should be adequately
dealt with.

I feel, therefore, that he would wish to
gee the attached copy of a letter received from
comd 57 Area civing examples of fallure in this
regnect.

I invited the attention of HYQ 3 Region to
the unsatisfactory cose of CAPONE Imigi in my let~
ter 31/651 dated 20 Mar.

E"r::;':j Lren
Comd .




m -y =%
L B

0

Isg...-r I
- H -

nner

118

£

Ll

e

oo
L]

o e g I S gt

= W

"

¢ Gy

At THE

Deciasslfisd B.0. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No.

T

&

ik

e r
5 ik
= T wl F

il i

18

I}

4

#
.I'-|
-
|
T |
=1
-
||
el
Ll
. X
F] "!
hil=
-
' opm |
|
L
i -
L
=4
' i . ol 'l
i
N .
L L b
i
Li
i ] '._r

| §
-

ig "?I" |l'I_II:. LL'|

|
i
|
1
1 -
= L |
i
1
i
i
|
i
!
T
.




% AR e .
|

i . |
".'l.l "'.- i

- il .H‘-I "
} 1] .“'I - : e L&
: w&:‘;’: -ﬁﬁll.ln_i'll.lﬂ £.0. 12356 Section 3.3/HNND WNo. i ll'f,lr:r f___l l:-;n




=

R

0
Z
a
z
z
S
™
L]
3
E
0
+r
el
u
=
]
0
oy
Lt |
~
i
<
L
°
o
-
-
o
=
== |
m

o Lo




beclassitied §.0. 12356 section 3.3/m0 wo. TR U1l

]




=t

o

ey

B R AN e 4%

- ,::'{::_r'“.;‘. o
s

e

SHIF e %

¥ : I
it |

e LT
-E-';\-"- & =

L R
T
";-1. il r?-l.’l. Lok

AVt

- -
» |
T =)
tliySell
g

o A

F F c.jg‘ ¥ :
e jﬁ{%ﬂ"‘
o St A AL
R
- iI%rj. ] 1k

5
i
|




