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HE. DQUARTERS REGICN  VII

ALLIED CONTRCL COMMISSIONN
File Rel - VII/T./T32 v Date © 11 July 44
SUBIECT: Tmrials of Deserters

0 CLO Legal Sub-Commission HQ ACC Salerno.

1

; 1. Attention is invited to basic communication your

i ref .ACC/4086/1/L dated 30 June 44 received by thas
RLO & July 44 Subject Trials of Desexrters.

| o Procuratore Militare of the Tribunale Militare Terri-
i toriale di Guerra presso XIXI1® Corpo d'Armata in Ca-
tangaro reports,
a, That no prosecutions have been undertaken con-
, trary to agreement with Italian Governmenty
: dated 9 May 44, since 13 April 44, when he be-
cama Procuratore hMilitare,
Procuratore Militare reports that he has searched
the records and reviewed all sentences of his
Miltary Tribunale prior %o 13 April 44 and finds
only 6 casses of prosecutions prior To the 25 Nov.
1943 and before his eppointment. Procuratore [
Militare distinguishes the 6 ceses as not being
within the operation of the agreement of 9 May 44. |
c. Letter of explanation of Procuratore Milivare
; digtinsuishing the aforesald 6 cases, translatad
; and attached hereto as enclosure 1.
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File No. 218/pp v AP0 151/%, o) Mareh 194
COMANDO SUPREMO

Chiel of the Supreme Ceveral Staff 3
My dear General meFarlsne, .: L4~

Thanks for your letter of parch 12 relative to proceedings concernirg
IJtalirn deserters.

w'ter careful and considered study of the whole problem, I bave come
to the corelusion o subalt the entire matier to the Chief of the GCovern-
tent, in view of the fact that the decisions which are to be tsken in the
matter entail an interest which exceads the purely military scope, to sssume
politico=-social aspects and considerations of naticnal interest.

Meanwhile, T have issued inetructions to the &ffect thet the military
Prosecutors suapend all trials iu connecticon with cerimes of desertion com-
mitted belween July 10tk and September B8th, 19459, by Italisn military
pergonnel baloppging to operationsl units,

Very cordially yours,

[/ MARZHAL . MISSE

To Lieutensant-Ceneral
N, MucFurlane |";‘aL
Chief of allied Control Comniasion ” ~
ATPO 994
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. T 'E_I..F. ‘::

t Trial of Itelion Danerters,

Lo Mo jor fiL.E, Dos, Secrctory Gon rel, HAO ACC.

Thank you for semding me o copy of the Chief Camissionerts

lLatter to Marshnl Messe an the nbove subject (00/ 1,711 of 18 Morch W)

For your infermetion the file number of this Suboommisad for
IR

this oubjeet is ACC/LOBE/AL/L.

1...;' * I.E- II:_-“ -]-EI.!-I .'l" Eﬂ.-l G Jl
Chiof Iogal Officer,
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1) you for your latvtor of Lhe H%h uprea in regoapd to the trial of
jtallon deperiars.

1 have el given sareolul oonslideratlon o thoe antters o wnloh you
| liBYY draiwm aditantion,

[ Az Lirely cudvinged thet Lhe best Justlce will be dons tp desarters
o dogerded 1n responpe to Alllied pprenla oand gt the samae tivs the discli-
L 2B L fLoalilen pxays will be fully uphodd 3L thes mepuiations whialll
) @on in wy letter of the i1jte februsrcy aro sdiusred Lo. Thooe repulu-

tlopne you will tececll e an Tollows:

feesafiiEmlers O L JPallol afmou FPorcely wilo aoasoried betwoa:
July 10U gnd septeshopr & 1948%, Jell AVe, Hbhould nob be Lriad
(X upiplhed 103 TR g j'-.-' rRoBUE oo iSO l.:"i'tl'.' v Ll F N

men or okuer ROGGLle efay. Thlg, bowevar, deas ot preocluds
Linl & Unlaamene oy o fonlian Millitapy Lrlbunal ol thosse who
desorted betiesn Bhe dotes above nentlongd for thoir fallure o
revirn vo Lioe JItellan Amad Forces Biter some lxed dote pubsequant
i mrlablde provided thay were given dus and mer notiea

O relurn Uy that debas JIa e lattar lnsténce Jesertors may bo

= Lrieid ena punlsnad fopr fallore to return aud not for the oripginel
VIEFTTIE ad i B Y THSRL

1 must £ Jou To glve me youur early vssuraace Lt you arve glving
| geodshry lhstractions to Lhe above alyect Lo the approprivuts glli-
tary cuthboritloes in botd copuplad apd unoacupled territory and rlfl;-i",‘l_'l_u;i
in eontrevantlon tlierool mave ol™sidy Yaken nlaoe. .

-
fours vary sinoorsly, -

J &/ HobL 600 hinoParlagie
Aosubtangent~Gausral,
Ghiel Cosmlaslioner.
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arntruvent ion thoreof have alreudy toltsn jlace.

Ligutenunt -{Juneral,
Chief Conmissioner.
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chief Comlaoloner.

1. Your meao of Uth wareh, 1944 direeted o Golonal Upjohn hne
ween Teacived in hip sbssenee.

Tha proposdal of Morohal Mousoe eppoecl to b= substantisally
Jong tho snme Jine that hahwve bouon teken heretofora by the Itolisns,
nomely, thot they rhould be n1loved to try deserters during the pariod
10 July to B September 1949, showing olemenay it proper QEBeH, Ineidentally
T nobtiee thet Marshal Mesoe refers to thia pericd s frow o8 July through
sepbambor 15943

Je M iustrabive of the attitude that Las bson constantly takon
o by the Itellano I am analo ing o sopy of f mMomo THCCLVE d by tha Depluy
ipnatdent of the Al ied Control Commlisslon Antesd 21 December 1949 fram
golonel Roadl B POjrese iting Goneral Orlendo,

li « peply in Jenusry I undoexoband Colornnl Rossl again Took up with
o jor Thesleran of the Lagn! aub=0minsion £% Frindisi th argupente already
advonesd by Marshall Mesas and alac mentlioned ehat the mumbar of cazos wiuld
bo ralotively amsll. % vas then puggested that an enquiry in order %o
cugertsin the mumbar of suel: oupas sheuld be undortaken with a

.r ™ t'L-'
teoting the lnmuortanos of the poligy. atatistice wol'nt NAvHL 1;*"}._3} tyed oF

rcle: YA l..; ’-'.'E"-] = 1"

g =

R o | cory of whieh 4o attuohed. L theps was no raply %o this cablo
vou wrote o latter to Murahal Wessc on 13 Yebruery, 1944, Lhioh ant forti the
1ioy adhered to thus far.

v, on 6 Januery 1944 Brigodier Goneral Paylor pont & gobli %o

Ge m finnl anslysis the whole siturtion ceems to be one of polioy
nemely 3 Thether 1t As batter from the stomdpoint of Italinn military ’
dipoipline to allox the Ttelicns to try these deuortorn where we will fram
a1l pruetioal standpolnts have no control whntaver oF by denying Morahal
Waospe s latest yequest and ndhering to tho former poliey, give such proteeilon
a1 we onn 0 thoose men who potually deserted at cur instanece glong with others
sho meroly went hame begaupd they wers tired of the wapy.

RICHARD H. WILEER.

yiﬂb%fgfllﬂﬁﬁ%lu A G

b pu ufPicnt
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bear Ganeral MacFarlane: 7

with reference Lo your letter of Fabmary 13th, I inform you that by
means of my circular of January 29, 1904, and sent to the Mindstries of Wer,
tha Navy and Aeronautics, I imparted directives with the purpose of ex-
andning and reviewing with wide measures of leniency the penal military trials
for erdmes committed from July 25 through Seplember, 1943 and informed the
Archive Institutes of the annulment of rendal action and of his Majesty's re-
prieves in cases worthy of particular leniency.

it will thus be possible, even fer desertions under sipecial circumstances,
Lo judge with greatest moderation, to condone or reduce the sentences, or not

to Bring trials to a finish, vhen it is opportune to do so,.

1 beliove that this is the best principle to follow, inasmich as while

it favors those vho do not deserve the severe penalties inflicted for erimes
commitled under circumstances which do nol lessen ths responsibllity, it allows
=, on the other hand, to separate those military personnel who have demonstra-
ted Lhelr duty as soldiers even under the most difficult eonditions from %E

[ ] F

who insbead deserted, be it from difficulties caused by a camplex of mater
and moral factors,

The above mentioned measures, in addition, prevent the serioug danger.of
miriimizing the sentiment of military honor and the upsetting of the disciplinary
intermal sizucture of the armed forees, as wmld have occurred in every case
and without diserimination, if the deserters would hzave gone unpunished,

Certainly, this will not make a pood impreasion on the wounded, the
crippled end on the many families, a group which constitutes the greater part

of the Italian pepulstien, who have had family mesbere die in their fulfillment
of duty. - E}%

At any rate, I agree on the necessity of examining with the utmost of
leniency the military crimes commitbted during the period immediately precedin:
the Armistice and will renew encouraping the Italian Military Courts to Juige
vath benevolent impartiality even those who deserted betwasen the period of
July @5th and the ending of September, 1943, punishizg instead to the maximum
those who wenl over to the German army or any other hostile army , and those
who did not present themselves to the Army after September, 1943, in spite of
the sppeal made by the Italian Military Authorities.

oincerely yours,

The Marshall of Italy
Chiaefl of Staff
invainnl MHeoye
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e ' ATLIED FORCE HEADOUARTERS ATM/HDW/ ztw

Military Government Seecticn

21 February 194l

IH'IGEI-: 013 * 3‘?
SUBJECT: Trial of Italian Deserters

T0 : Headquarters, A, C, C. fﬂ{j}ﬂ

| ‘f.',.r' ;
< l. Reference letter this Headquarters, dated 26
Januery 1944, seme subject,

2+ This Headquarters is awaiting advice of decision
taken by the GOC in C, ACMF in this matter. Action on

another matter 1ls beilng held in Suspense pendlng your reply.

J: IIII |!.I ’) /! f
: #M”hmtuﬁf{ :
| A. T. MAXWELL,

Colonel, Aeting Chier, F
Military Government Section
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stBRIECT Italian aerters.

10 s Chief EL’.‘III‘EIIE'!..:LEE-:'I.CJBE!II'..

Hﬂnmmmandatiﬂn.

That suthority should be given ifor the immediate validation
with retrospeciaive eff'ect, of document "A" flaggzed X.

Yiuuss . - 18

ST ANSGATE ,

Tice President, pdministrative Section.

5 February 15944.

A f g <A ) M}
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FEADCUARTIEHS
CONTHRDL COMEIISSION
INLERNG DELACHE e )
AL SUE=GH ISSIUN

inistrative Section

L] I_ L

om the Italisn ermy who deserted before the

L=

j=an, originally 1n Heglion 2. with reperd U«

gninst the Alliese.

- of the fact that Itelien soldiers were invited, by
Aliied appoal maue by redic snd 4roppEin leaflets, to desert to the Alllies
the view was taken that the Itelisn s8rm guthoritics should be
orohibited from trying by Court isrtial decertera tfrom the Itoliesn army
batween 10U J i asion of SICILY ) and the date 1 the armistice and s
directive wes sent out to Region 1l and e ( Sge Locument "AY attached ), It
will bpe noted & hapre was cerefuliy preserved to the ITslian Ariy the
1ot to court mebtiel soldiers who fal 1ed to rejoin efter certain notices
ers issued | the Armv anthorities at the beginnin of CotobeT.

s The It alian nistel & War comnloined of this directive

A

o Brig. Gen. Taylor end the Italien view iz set out im a signal to ATHY

cee Document "E" atteched ).

directive ( Document "A® ) was epproved by General Alexander
but Cenerasl Alexander thoucht the mattor should be re-
cnt Mp" was sent and Erigp. Gen. Taylor ardered
. canc=lled pending receipt of instructiona from AR .
vet bLeen ff:-.*.ei.‘f.:th_[:_':- Do A

S5« #ith gree! respect to the rec ymmendation et the {oot of
Dociment Y 1t haerdly scecis 80 nd. It must be doubtful as to what gi'feck
woilld be siven to Italisn Courts io svidence of Allied Fropeganda as @
i tipating clrci etance" nor cen ACC watch the "seniences osely?,lor it

L
15 Undersiood that t_here are a very larce nunber of such cases.

L., It 18 desirable that on this issue policy skould Ge clear. ocut
an.d that either 'a) such Courts lertial should be prohiblted and D-::umﬂii-.%t AN
the matter left entirely to the Itallan {‘il_.l"'-’l.:J.l"Imi'.:['lH“Ii'r LE
subnitted that the £ ormer vicw 18 correct.

reatored or _1,"

7, This m atter is raised becense no snawer hes yet been recelved s
Docitnent "I and the matter 1is urpents In view of the reorpenization of Mo el I
it is subnitted that this decision can be teken locally without reference to
ATHG snd that Docunent "3% can be cancelled end Document MAY pestored.

9, The question dso arlses with reqard to Caourta Martigl of
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» and 1t ia aubmi tted that the

degerters 1in unoccupled terci oy
Italian srernment aligul
coupled terTl
e noted that
arritory have
sonsequences ©

d be requested to cerry out pDocument TAY

tory after the e gtaration . In this
tliere ia resson to belleve that

peen removed for trial to

f Document Wi

gven 1in une
~onnection it me
spldlers 1in cecupied ©
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RADCUALRTERS
ALl CONTRCOL COREITSSI0ON

leiral Subecitiizsion

3C o 1943

=

30 Decem

ull

ITJ. 1"13;.' L._'lu1
I"‘-T-'f':r L & _JI'.,'::,:._,:,J;._._,.';J.'-.:"J'.,

SUBJLCT :r Italian Deserters.

+3
€
- m

Chiel lepal Cfficers, Recicone 1 & 2.

Members of the Itelian joued Fores who deserted between 10 July
gnd U S ptember 1943, inclusive, shall not be puni shed for desertion excepti

thoge who deserted to the German or other host ile armya

However, the foregoing does not prec lude triel and punishment
by en Itleien Military Trdibunel of those who so deserted batween the dates
above mentionad, for their failure to return t o the Italien Armed Forces
after October 6 1913, provided they were piven due end proper notice to
return by that dates. In such cases the deserte rs may be tried and punished
for feilure to return end no t for the origlinal desertiona.

(k| ™

he Itelien Comuenders in your region should be advised accordinglys I

Colonal
Chief Bepal Qificer, ACC

rﬁ'\

Copy to AMG HG 15th Army CGpe
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SECRET
FRICRITY
..IL.J.LI.IIJI-.!-IJ'L i
FREEDOW REPT FLILOD KT FEahRG0O
THE UNDERSECHETALRY FOR TAR HEPORTS THAT AMG ASEIVIESEEN OTFICIALS I CALABIIA FAVE

DIRECTAD THAT ITALIAN SOLDIS WHO DESERTED I N THE PEHIOD JULY TENTH DASE SEFTINMBER
ETGHT EE NOT REFEAT NOT BRIED FOR DESERTION BY ITALIAN ARWY COURTS MARTIAL PD PAREN
| 70 FREEDOM FET FILPOT FOR_AMG ET FARGO FOR 8 POFFOAD FROM FATIMA SIGNED JOYCE PAMEN
THL ATTITUDE TakilN BY AND IS THAT THISE MEN NAY HAVE DESEHTED AS A CONSEAUENOE OF EN-
COURAGEMENT GIVEN THEM BY ALLIED RADIO AND LEAFLETS FD AMG FIFTEENTH ARMY OGROUF CONCURS
| IN TRIS VIEGFOINT FD GOC FLITEEN ARMY GROUF CONSIDERS THAT IT IS A QUESTION FOR DECISION
| BY THD COMMANDLN IN CHIEF PD THi ITALIAN ATTITUDE IS THAT FEW IF ANY DESERTEDX IN THE
| PLRIOD IN QUESTION FOH hEASONS OTHER THAN COWARDICE FOR WHICH TH4Y SHOULD BE AMENABLE
| TO MILITARY JUSTICE BD THE WAH KIWISTRY CONSIDERS THAT FAILUKE TO PUNISE THESE MEN, WILL
| DESTROY MILITARY FHESTIGE AND DISCIELINE FD T HE WAR MINISTRY SUGGESTS THAT TRIAL BE
-. PERMITTED AND THAT SUBSEQUENTLY AN ACT OF CLE MEMNCY BE CONSIDERLD AND EE PROMULCATED
'-' IN FAVOR OF THE CULFRITS PD THE ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION FORWARLS THIS MATTER FOR
YOUN DECISION #ITH THy RECOMMENDATION THAT THE THIALS FUR DESERTION Bl AUTHORIZED
PERMITTING THE DEFENDANTS TO ALDUCE THE EFJUCT OF ALLIED PROFAGANDA IN EVIDENCE AS A
MITICATIIG CLHCUNSTANCE FD WE CAN WATCE THE SENTENCES CLOSESLY AND ENCOURAGE A LIBERAL

POLICY OF CLEWENGY

AUTHENT ICATED

MAKWELL D. TAYLOR
Distribution: Brigcedier General, USA

—r——T——T | rr—
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20 January 194

01 Italdian vesertors,

L] _rL.--:r.:-Jr

Lol e ls

Ltention 4z drawn VO YOUD fmessage LE56 of
Janusry, Paising the ouests, n wnat attitude sghonwla be taken
Problem raised biv vie Tpelian [}J-?.a.'..i"S:-‘Ei‘L.;t---l":.' ol War,
W2 LY. Wi e dbxl i 1L GOVeImir=rnt T e Parmitted
ioldiers chip, e VILH e erbdng the Ipalian
cidstice but al Lile when Jlied
Ll wag directed towaprd induedng such desertion. |hile
LNe matber wa- dnaer consideration at this IIﬂac[-iLL;,r‘tc.-r'a, nly
GOHG, Siaf 2L Jany Y Ww.g issued, CApressin: the policy that
the GO C in ¢ Ao I should act fop the Frasident of thu ace
23 shall be elegated to him, It is believed

in such mat Leps
22 DrESents a matter which sowld be decided

’
L

v Dodiac
L =450 l'. Flu J.' .]1 va |
Ay Brlor to H

Lhiat the instant ea
i

within the 101 |S §f i Ceordingly remitted to titjs ACC for
Consiueratlon and “Ctionmn.,

The identica]
dHO. b CommLuie
JA has coordi; bed
cf hi

Uzation has been brescnted to the Ji,
Lion conis up threuwsh ooh I' channels, The

11 reply with LGS Uliis Head uarters, and o copy
Iecommendstion is j.J':r:l-,:;Jeu, Lo Informat ion,

b 1t Lo I'ehusast 19| Ll-. T Lnls I[I;{". dittdarg I'e D
decision token b L

sduvlised of the
B |'--|;|.-.: j-!.. r"].? ...ﬂ:-..j"lj

j_f. Lh-i-:_ Lll-'—tL E-'Ill-

| /
05’1 Laled

L w FP. . ...I{ I :f. 3
Lolonel, r ?a
idaf, 143t Y boveruient, wection, 'ib

Iric]es Bovea,
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FtWw CI 14, January 1944

gtatus of ltalian Soldiers.

P = I 1L For connent and return.

NAT HATO J
ll".ll..r.| -!.', :
/8/ Lawrence Collins
/t./ LAWRENCE COLLINS
Lt Colonel, GSC,

Exevutlive.

—_—— e — —

TAC 16 Jarn For commearnl

|t - - — - - -

._],_.. | Ml IR P I N L a L nl.l-:j_L-L-_._l._-l-.ll- LA La Filas l._'!l}r IJL.'HE.:]:"’E-{H'E fI'*ﬂ-El

L7 Ll ballagy amgy bDetween the dales 10 July sna & September
hes besr raised Ly ACC iy measage 1850 of & Jamuary. The
Tllbary Governmernt Soctlon, AFHU hes that nsgsags and
proposad Lo returm She mabier L¢ Gen, Alexander {or disponitics, i view cf the
latter'a status cf Representativ [ Genorel dlison as head of ACC and the pollcy
: ¥ § 8 vl hlpghest conecorn at AFHG. Gen. Alexander
efore Atalian courts for desertion in viow

L . - = . W 1 - - N - r-_ - TR al 3 . " - - v F . .Il'l
':-_:'-. _._T.-E_. % i b ._ a7 - |. | I1I-"-J.I :.\_I' B .l & |.'.|.-l‘I R T .I.-. 311.11‘._!1-: LF R -!..l:.l_'! = '-l-.

os Mggaape 1850, sipnec by Joyee, reconmsnds
trial For desertlon with privilege accerdad delendiants to adduse the sliiect of
allied propaganda as a nltiguting circunstance and then encourdape u lileral policy

jo Italimy bhapr Ofice belicves Llﬁﬁkf such
|

rersong are nol. punighed pdlitary dliscipline ana preatipe will be dealroyed,

he JIn tadking whie mutbtter over with Col. Feirmon
I have oweesbed that btrial should not be perailled and Lhat preatipe and discipline
in Italian army can bo praserved by rejgulirdng Gle Linljaen Ooverteent to aurrvendsr
Lhese mor Lo the allied Forces anxdd thalb they thereafter be accorded the status of

prisonors of war atvl put o work under the new Bgreenent wilh the 4talion Government.
5. What is to Lo done with theas peraons

obvioualy shiould Lo deterndned in such & way Lhutl Che declsion may be applied to

all Italian forces. t is true that S5icily is nol under ACC at Lnis time. It 18,

howaver, under the allitary comand of Gen, Alexandern and Gon, alvxandor is headlng

N ¢ POANENER ’.ﬂﬂ

'. | Liapdl
a2 P audal f -i:hl'“-.i-

e il

4
I_:I.!.:I.



e . = L L e
] ‘+I:|: :._ Jeod hat i:f'l = "'l-‘l':T- = -I"lc:i'—l.-i ‘-1 = _. -q:r =
W | e i B

'l i i Ay 7 \ j LY S - - > ‘:h- _: .
l% lllﬂ !'ﬂ. l‘?ﬂﬁ ﬁﬂt‘lﬁﬁ .,1. :!-."HH'“ m-____E_J__J_,.{J {. -:I i 'J:I.-? r e L
.I..- - = i

i 1_:l.|.fi:l'!|

-

25 Jamunry 1944

statius of dtalian Scldiers.

Jrll. 3 i Ir : ril ) [ L i e ¥, e} :
\ - Lant . ) 't_-nLJ LE and the military comwnd. It would bo advisable
Lo ', WO hnve G Wexander's decisl ' i
o E e ot b o A haan bl te b ey el g i deelslon with respect
rercrtod b ion roported In the Joyce message 1856 made applicable to tho situstien
iqpx £ e lligence Ufflcer, IBS, Tho' Military Goverraent Section AFHO
8 returning tle Jovea mepsnra bao G R A i b LAl 7
et ;H I1 s I {Jl. L8 magaape Lo Len. alaGuder to let hic mnke the Liu'..'[:j_uir_,l; It,jia
* ot bt Lo L LA L Lo T 1 el T v = aa "
, 1L e De reguested to obtain tlde deelsion wher made, so that it may be

asoed cn Lo 3 frl B304 EEo e
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HEADOQUARTERS ISLAND BASE SECTICN
OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
APO 550 U.S5. ARMY

11 January 1944

SIMJECT: Status of Liallan Soldlers,

TO « A.C. of S., G=2, NATOUSA, APQ 534, U,S. ARMY,

1. Information is requested reparding the status of Ltalian
military *ersonnel who desertad From the Lial ion army during the Allied

oncupation of Siclly.

LS

2.  During the Sieilian campaimn numsrous Italian officers and
men deserted from Lheir orparizatioris and hid on the islard without
turriing L hemselves in as Fils to Alljed anthors tles, Wher auch nersonnel
reach the end of their financial resources, they find it diffioult to »ob-
tein painful employnent and food wlthent peagessim of documents nhowing

thoir relesse from Allied anthorities,

thelr uniforms arain.

2 Many of these deserters, especially officers,are now Wearing

L. Shonld these men be nicked up &8s Frisoners of War? Should they
he riven pipers showing that they reported to Allied Authorities and been

2

i | on aan

/ef Franklin W, Fish
_ /t/ FRANKLIN Y. FISH
’ It Col., B. C.,

Intellirence Officer,

1 ¢ CONRIDERTIRG
il 1AL

Equals L0
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Junuary 12, 1944

SJURTECT : Trial of lItelian S3sldiers

TO ' admin, Director

1. I do not know that tiilo matter rizhtly concerns
me, but since 1t hes veen pagsed to onme Cor reeommendation, I
have no hesitation in :

e statingz that I concur entirely with the
Jpznion sl Colnonel hirk,

L
A e

o F

. 3 By SPITER

Lt, G5l

Actinge Directar
Interior Sub-Commisaion
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PENTNSULAR HASE SLOTLOL
SICHAL MESSAGL CEMTISH gi-

T JANUARY 1944

2 ECHET

OPERAT LONAL PaICRITY

CHERDON, FILEOT FOR AMG, CG FBS( FOR FARGO FCHR SFOFFORD)
I O E

FATIMA SIGHED JOYGE

0C17554A

CTLS53A

Rh52 SVC GOl

NONL

( PAUATHRASE DY CHYPIO Fallbk OF QUR MESSAGE 1850 DIG 0017554 CITING YOUR
oeVICE 6548)

THE UNDERSECRTANY POR WAR AEPCHIS THAT AMG Opl ICLALS IN CALAERIA HAVE
DIRECOED THAT TIMLIAN SOLDIERS WHO DESEHTZD IN THE FPERIOD JULY 10TH-SEF TEMEER
1008 EBE NOT TRIED FO# DESmATICN BY ITALIAN ARMY COURTS MALELAL. THE ATLITUDE
WETN BY A4s IS THAT THESE MEN MAY HAVE DeScRIED AS A CONSEQULNGL CF EOC OURAGESENT
GIVEN THEWM BY ALLIGL HADIO AND ILEAFLETS, A0 FIFTkh TH ARKY GHOUFP CCRCURS IN ThiS
TIkW POINT. GOC FIFIUAN AMMY GHOUP CCRSIDLRS Tasl IT Io A GQUESTICON FOR DRCLSION
OY COMMANDLR IN CHIZP, THE ITALIAN ATTITUDE IS THAT FEW IF ANY DESERTRD IN 'THE
PEALIOD In QUESTION FOR HLASONS OIHER THAN COWARDICL FOR WHICH THEY SHOULD L&
AMERABLE PO MILTLARY JUSTLICE, THE AR MINISTHY CONSIDERS FAITURL TO PUNISH THESE
MEN WILL DESUROY MILITARY PRESTIGE AND DISCIFLINL. THE WAR MINISIHY EUH%E\:
TrA® rRIAL Bl Pro@ITTED AND THAT SUBSEQUANITY AN ACT COF CLENENCY HE CONS IDEHED

. 5
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AND BE FROMULCATED IN FAVOR COf THE CULFRITS, THE ALLIcD COUNTROL COMMISSICN

FORWARDS THIS MATUER FOR YOUR U-CISION WIVH THE RECOMAENDALLON THAT TRIALS FOR
DESERTION HE AUTHORIZED FEAMITTING THE DEFENDANTS TO ADUUGE THE EFFECGT QF

ALLTED PROPAGANDA IN EVIDENCE AS A MITIGATING CINCUNMSTANCGE, Wi Calv WATCGH TEE

SHENCLCES CLOSELY AND ENCOURAGE A LIBRRAL FPOLICY OF CLEMENCY.
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Lol Subeoanission
s 50 Deceantbey 1945,

in roply //

g . e T
refer to: A0/ 101,

UGIECT : Italdon Nesorlors.

...
rn
L

LY

Cidef’ Legal Offloers, Regions 1 & 2,

embers of the Italdionn Jwvmod Morages o desorted Lebwnen
%{‘J July and @ Septeuber 1943, inclusive, shall not be punished Pop
denertlon except thome who descrhed to 1ho Goman or other hotie
tile oy,

lowevor, the foropoing does rnol rraclude triel and
puishment by en Italinn Hilitors Todbunal of those /210 0o donr i
Ged betwean the dates above mentionsd, for tholr fallure 4o »
twrn 4o the Italimm ‘ned Forces alter 6 Cetober 1945, provided
they vero givon dug and ymeopor notice to reduen by thot dnte.
In sach cunes the fAoupitors may be twwied and putlshed for fuile
e to wtum and not for tho oripimml Jessrviion,

) 5’1'11452 Itolian Comvndera in your Nepion should Lo odw
vised avcordingly.

NaAYal?.
~o] 998
~hf .'I-.F & a2
L | Lﬂ
e Colonel

Chilef Lol Officer, ACO
Copy to AMG HO 16th lxmy Gh,
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Heclinline of Italisn Peserterd.

s o nl Chilafl el !:Efriﬂtﬂ'.r'j Bo __iE mn e

1. Refs yvour laotioxr 2200L/1L/33 duted 16 Dece L3

2. I fnd thut under date oi' 1L Decamber 19435 En'f.
Updohn sent you a lebter covering the questlon of 1takis
dogectery, wideh scems fo answer fully yow letter of

soember 1943.

SICHAND M. WITAHMR, Lt. Col. CAO
paty Oidel Logal Uifficen,

1 |'1 1.
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To: Geneasl Officer Commanding 31 Ogrps, Italinu Anay,.
_ A02) 20 Hove b3

I wa Informed thet Instructicons have besn iosued to uwnlts wiler your
corsnand te Lnatitute courts umrtial to ry cases of dssertion prieor to 8 Sep
that these decerlers acled on the Luatructions loaued
redio, lapflots and other means, and

the A1lied Militaxy Covernmsnt

T L *-'n-.-: -| ‘i:_l_-rﬂ:rh

“de 1% Lhe view

te them by ¢ Allied muthnrdiles Ly
are coubequenitly entitled to the protection of
tervitories undex its Jwrlsdiction. It is moreovey, ¥y
Ghis 18 @ the legal (ffiosrs of the Adedndistration,
thut seoldiers who desertod nt lies have acguired,
spcarned, clvilisa status, end consequently are excluded
¢y vEst yen o oancel bhia

T | i aTe] [* e 3
mim1 thered ¥ A |

in the
r for maling Ly

the dnvitoticon of

as Ao m & R
from vour furladlction. |
InatiuotLi orehal the
infermed thet dostroctiors heve beon iseued to take sevearv
againnt men who deserted between ths 8 Oep K3 and the
411 taxy procloeation of the
snoures nra nrosusabily in lieuw off the oourt
the armintiee, EBxactly the oame
bove, apply to these caneu,

nature o

i) i
[ | " HE
dipoin linmy
b3 s i .‘ . . :_1,‘._ !"':I _;.-! il

bt 4o
3 :_.-._,1';[- ,"*__'-j‘
rEial Bielala' e
G in paxugyaph 4
bo cancel Lstraotions of m disciplinazy
[ anm bawurd to aoy that I remrd them as ac
of the armlatice provislen, and, if ! an supporied
£ A:8:Cep I Shindl afford them pimteciion
r hehall, In the msantdwe T weuld sugpest

he poadlified,

Iid: Bals

Ciril ASPadrvs Officer, Calobrice
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