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HEADJUARTTERS
ALTIED MITITARY GOVERNWENT
LOMBALDTA RIGION
AP0 394
Lezal Division

Ref.: LEG/5002

UBJECT : Counlerfeit currency.

TO :+ HQ. Allied Commission
(Lesal Siub=Comnission)

1. A nreliminery report has been received at this
H.Q. of the arrest in Milan of & gang of forgers, who
are sllezed to heve printed and issued counterfeit notes
in very large quantities. The productions of the gang
are stated to have ineluded in addition to AVMG Lira
notes and U.S5. yellow seel bills, ordinary Italian
currency notes, assegni circolari, Bank of England notes
and U.S. currency other than yellow seal.

2. While a Tull report on the tacts is awaited, it
is considered that the case should be hrought to trial
g5 soon as possible before a Ceneral Court. With this
objeet in view, your advice on the following preliminaxry
points would be appreciated.

3. (a) If it is shown that the work of counterfelting
AMG Lira notes and U.8. yellow seal bills was completed 7
prior to and in preparation for the occupation of the
northern territory, cen a charge ol "counterfeiting" be
sustained under Proe., No. 1, Art. IV, para 22, or must
the charge be limited to "having in possession" ? The
enewer to Gthis question is material, aince it is believed
thal the sctual forgers had already paried with the notes
prior to occupation.

(b) If the answer to (a) is that a charge of
cunterfeiting will net lie under the Proclametion in the

/eircumstances
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circumstances stated, can 8 charge be sustained againat
the actunl counterfeiters under Art. 453 of the Itelian
Penal Code, on the ground that the currency they forged,
thoush not legal tender in the north, wes legal tender
in the south of the State at the tlme when the offence
was commilted ?

(e) It would appear that in recpect of normal
Italian currency, Bank of Ingland notes and U.S5., non-—
yvellow seal currency, the charpes would have to be laid
under Art, 453 C.P., 28 none of these notes have been
"made legel tender by the Allied Military Government".
Please confirm and advise whether under that Article

any distinction need be drawn between counterfeiting
done before and after occupation.

.

(d) Are "mssepni circolari" such a@s are now in
common use irn the north regarded as "monete nazionali
aventi corso legale nello Stato" within the meaning of
Art? 453 (1) of the Italian Penal Code ?

4, In the event that charges are brought and
convictions obtained against the same person both under
Proclamation No. 1 and under Art. 453 C.P. in respect
of different types of fageries produced by him, is there
any reason why consecutive sentences should not be
imposed or is it considered that in a case ol this type,
the Court should regard itself as being in practice
reetricted to the penalties provided by the Italien
Penal. Cecde 7

For the Regional Commissioner @
H.M. DICKIE
W/CDR. RAF
Regional Legal Officer
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circumstances stated, can a charge be sustained against
the actual couvnterfeiters uander Art. 453 of the Italian
Penal Code, on the ground that the curreney they forged,
thou-h not legal tender in the north, was legal tender
in the south of the State at the time when the offence
was commilted 7

(e) It would appear thet in respect of normal
Italian currency, Bank ol Ingland notes and U.S5. non-
yellow seal currency, the char.es would have to be laid
under Art. 453 C.F., as none of these notes have been
"made legal tender by the Allied Military Government".
Please confirm and advise whelther under that Article
any distinction need be drawn between counterfeiting
done before and aiter occupation.

(d) Are "masepni circolari" such =2s are now in
common use in the north regarded as "monete nazionall
aventi corso legale nello 3tato" within the meaning of
Art? 453 (1) of the Italian Penal Code 7

4. In the event that charges are brought and
convictions obtained against the same person both under
Proclamation No. 1 and under Art., 453 C.I’. in respect
of different types of fameries produced by him, is there
any reason why consecutive sentences should not be
imposed or is it considered thaet in & case ol this type,
the Court should regard itself ss being in practice
reatrieted to the penalties provided by the Italien
Pengl Code 7

Tor the Repgional Commissloner :

M.il. DICKIE
W/CDR. RAF
Regional Legal Officer
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ALLIED FORCE HEANQUARTERS
=5 Seotion
AP0 512

7 May 1945

SUBJECT: Forgery of Allied Military Lire Notess

T0 ¢ Hesdquarters, Allied Commission
A¥OQ 3?41 2- /{":

Reference your ac/hlES/L dated 29 liarche.

Your letter was circulated to the interested Seotions at
this Hesdgquarters, all of which apreed that it would be most undesir-
sble for British and Amsricen police to withdraw the asslstence thet
they are at present piving in investigation of ceses of forgery of
Allied Military lira, but that there is no objection to trial of
offenders by ltelien courts provided that oeses are tried promptly and
adequate punishment is inflected.

For the Assistent Chief of Staff, G=51

]\K\;? Ké”"r‘é‘.‘-{.t.-{.t- ‘,d’f:'-lr .'r

He Yo ANDERSON
Lti ﬂﬂlcnal' R.Al

Copies tor G=1(4)
G=1(B)
JAG (MTOUSA)
PM(By)
PG (A)
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1. The ottention of ¢ 18 Qumalsoion hoo reoantly Loen
drawn to the fact thet five puitons ure now nnd hrve for sane congldernble
time been held in eustody in liom in connection with the counterfeiting of
e Uie 1.4ra, it ds understood thit dinveatipntions into the ouse have boan
tnd ore boing modo by Allied investignting: o wnodes, thet thev heve LEmimed
acmplote contrel over the proosedings snd thal they ore Proposing to
reuest friel before an 411ied bi14 ary court of' the persons chareed ,

<« The nepes of the poarsons invelved are 8-

CoLUSY m14s00

HOAX plfonao

COLSALONE fivio

FIARILL pndren

CUEONI Andwen
Je You ars of eoursce arere thot L« M. Jipe pe an Italian
urraney snd that any jJublie loas involv-od in the aountert iting of cuch
curreney will £21) on the Itelian Qovernmen thad than upon the pA113e o,
It is the opinion o this Commission thet in these eiroumstances there is
o good penoct for trio) by an 411ied Militnry gourt, as 1t is concidezai
ohot tue fbalien Courto ape ¢ wlly equipoed zind disrosed to hindle guoh fRses.

L+ moveovey it io nok understood why 1114cd investipgeting

dgenales should be concernsd in the investigotion of offences, or tha eyrest
of offenders, viere no Beeurlty intewst is wmvolved and vwhors the aogs
ccuplained ooclurred enbirely in Ttalien Govornment tﬁrritr.wry. ¥: is
uggested that instruetions Ahould bz Lsaued for the future that suock enses

in Tteldnn Government territory ohould be ontmeted to the Ticlinn nuthoritiag,

with rel'ersnoce wien hegeosary to thils comin: lon, and that the Alliea pelioe
dreneica ahould not interleze.

i'or the Unief Comnispicnop.
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e I, T.U.T{}I Y » Briz,
Dep CGs AQ
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. Inddor Lialian 1Tow curranysy of ancoas of thiy natirs
savarely penalized @gnd dn I'net the luislicn Courts always
Liuke g yepy seriouan view of Cthene olilences, urthermore ony
counttarielting o yling in Lalse currancy is r more Anjurlions
to the 1talian ywvarnihant thin o the Allipd way oflort, it
I8 to e yresdwden L t 11 the Alliep (40 eviar Lecidg § ive
grodiy - enuwine ire which have been issuesa Yhis oredit

will not be exlended Lo gpurismusg noten,.

; Lheoe repgons Lt is not con idered either
necasasry or dezirible to hold Allied sMilitary Courts lYor
# trisl of 8 ueh ena s nnd in the nbgence ol nny speclal
clircumatincae sach trldales wail not be suthoriscd. npre
spuclal cirounstuneds exlist iv eny perticulsr onse and
trinl by Allied Militory Court is strongly deslired ine
requast for such Court should ba made in the nornsl way with
all neoessary svidelice tnd partiloulars.

oy thns Chiel Commlsslonar.
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