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HEMLU J.! AR LT R
ALLIEL CONTROL COMEEILSEIUN
R.G. & B.G: SBCTLUN
APC S99 4

rRat/464/21/GA 11 Februayy 1944

BUBTUCY: FoNZA Island - Pllm - AMG Activities

U +  Military Government Sectlion, a.F.i <.
“,,-r""ﬁ: o 35
1. hefersnoe your C62.:1 of 15 Janusxry 1944, the cir-
cumstanees under whickh the expedition to rUONLA [8land wan
muce have now bean investigated,

i The E‘lﬁ‘j&lﬁtil 0l FONGa had 1 nformed the DU R, }.,1-.5.1'_'1:5-
City, that some 1€ or 17 sembers ol tue Publics Sicureézau,
who hed origlnelly been gent to the lsland o guurd a ramber
of prisoners of wuar from the palkags, wera liviog on the popu-
tation and had virtuslly been ciunductlug & relgn of LerrIor
by oppressing civiliana with any americad connections,

o 3 AB & Tosult of & request from the Flag uifficer,
wstern ltaly, to tho Commandiog Gale ral Fif'th Axsy, tha aXx-
pediticn was organized, lte task bel g to investlpute the
general security rositlion on the leland from paval,militarTy
gnd AEGC polnts of view.

. on the arrival of the party, CIC ugenls cunductad
un investigation into the allegatlions, the result of which
wae that the 1eland wes not & menace to Allled Seourlly from
un intelligence security stundpolot. Clalug ol discrimina-
tlop egainst residents haviog rolatives in americs sad &gainsi
smerican naticnals were found to be groundlesd,

Walls
De Kowever, on the strength of the dfatepient by the IE*&J(
popdedty that the 10 agepts of Fublic Security were untrusi-
worthy the 3CA0 decided te detelin them vi security groumds
for S0 days, although he now Tepur LE that they were released
ufter gevel daye.

0. Mhis action wes technloally gulte lrreguler and
fnconelgtent with the recognized crocedule for desling wlth
sesourity arrests amd will pct be repoated,

M. S, LUSH
Brigadier
pxecutive Comulssloner

U SN YA,
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AEADQUARTERS
ALLIED COTROL GOMISS LON
Phblio Safaty Sub-Gommission
ATC 39A

Pabruary 19L4
PONZ:E Inlaind = Mlm - AMD Aotivities

0G., AFTL (Tor MGS)

Refersnos your 062.2 of 13 Jam. ki, the civomsstunsces under which

o

Whs =u:,i;-h-11t"1-‘.tu to PONZA Island wos mecde, have now basn invastigaSad.

Phe Podests of PANZA had informad the BOAC, NAPLES City, Lhet sone
16 ar 17 sembera of the Publion Siourssss, who had criglually becn sant To
the islend to guard v nusbep of prisonevt of wor {rom the Balkine, 409
1ivine on the populotian and had virtually been condueting o rslgn of terTar

by opprosding eivilians with sny Amspiesn ecnnachiant.

B ruau.-.t. of a raquest from the Fiag u{‘nr...-:: jaghern Itzly, to the
st Ang Genarel Fifth lfomy, the sapedltlion Was . LT1.‘|. 28, ite tusk balog

Lo 1By _u.,._j,ﬂ.,ﬂ.-f. the panorel geovurity pooition on '_'.?J..J il'ua-.-l.-:l from waval pllie-

arv nng AND points aof viow,

i tho nepidvoel ol the palty, GIC | _-5.-':-:'=.E,.r_-;| conifi g tel an inved .-|.5_,-.:. e
tha sliegations, Uis ra8syct af whicn az thet the islal Mol O J300n0l
Jdlied Seourlity 1T an intellipence sscurity stond point. Clalme of didsorim

& . Sl l.!| -
! ke | ¥ ] II .l. I..-l ...!,I

Iii"‘ﬂ.'l"j"-IIl .'-hul-]—l‘nl-i-lzllb I.- I.'jr-!":'ltl'i i l.lr'illjrl -il :J.'"IE vq ] ...d-l-a- _-‘_._._111-1 e r—l:lalll: ‘l:-_-u 1 ! .-' -.rl__.
nsticnnl ware found to e groundliabii,

i LTNE giTangeil of the stataement Ly

16 Ag blie Ssouwrity ware untrustmarhhy bhs
t.‘Lr.rm olf 88 ; srouids for W0 doya, elthough Le

valangad .'.-.';r -.;- ven daye,

lhh.i -'.':-Fi'-._:.'., 'r;'un,l 3t Laghnico } AULTG 11rd
with the recopnived protedurs 1 ii AW it De
. A

iy olodon. nat on

FRICALDITNH
E:I!-:H:.-L{*.-r I:.E'I:.l-.'_j, B8 L

78501 6
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SUBJECT: Ponsa Island. 5;
70 : Wedn HQ, ACC, APO 39%4.  “esell.

1. A CARO 1s being eent to Ponga Island for a week or more us quickly
as transportation cen be provided.

<, HMembers of the Pubblica Sicurezza heve elther been removed from
the Island or are incarcerated there. Qe sqomn A r1 E-f'i-:’.*-;rf:-a “ Ci//_,.

,,f’“

e (S P |y

For the Vommanding Officer:

EEHH’&LLJQ—E . Gmhﬁ%

DOUG BATSON,

lst Lt., CMP,
hAectg Asst Ad] Gen
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SURJECT: Ponsa Ialands \{\ y
. rg
L ;ﬂ'--lf-h-ﬂi’.
iil L;- ] /
Aallod, 5,

A /61119,

PO Re0uleUs Nogion ITT. 30 Jog bl
L . TT : ‘ ‘
H_,..-"

Heferenoe your endorsement of 25 Jan ik rorvexding o
oport on a vialt fo the Ialand of FONZA,

The DeCalallells ﬂmtﬂ m to cond'irm :

(&) That a C.Auls is bedng sent o the iuland for &
ekl ntay dherese

(b) That arrangements have been made for the Wl i dramad

fian the island of the wembers of the FPublige
Slcwrania,
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T0: 8,0.A.0. Naplea Provinoe
(Attention: Lt, Col. Kinceid

1. The report in accordance with attached directiva i8 reguested
Raturn tha attached directive with the repoxt through this

earliast,
office,
CARL A. KRAEDKE
Lt. Colonel, S, Cor. Rea.
Regzionel Civil Affalrs Officer
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ALLIED MILITARY GOVERNMENT

Headquarters Naples Frovince
Office of the Senior Civil Affairs Officer

g3 Japuary 1944

To: R.C.A.0. Rogion I11

1, Pursuant to request dated 21 January 1944, recelved 15800 hours
o0 Tenuary 1944, the following report regerding the Island of Ponza is sub-
mitted:

2. On 31 Ostober, 1943, the Podeste of Ponza contacted me with a plea
for food and assistance for the 8000 inhabitente of the Island belonging to

Littoria Region 1V, I contacted Brigadier Carr snd we diescussed the posaibi-

1ity of relief for the Teland with the Officers of the Royal lavy.
pointed out thal the Islend was sixty miles out at sea in what they considered

dangerous waters with German observation by plane and the possibility of con
taot by Cerman E. boats. At this time the Navy daid not conaider 1t advisable
- ¢to send ships to the lslend for any purpose. The Podenta had informed me that

there waere a large number of American citizens on the {sland who had virtually
besn held as prisoners since +he declaration of wer by gixteon or seventeen

membare of the Polizie Sicurezza who had originally been stetioned on the ipland
to guard & large number of Balkan prisoners ol WaYX. The Podeste slleged thet
these men of the Folizis Slcurezza Were 1iving on the population and had vire
tuslly been eonducting a relgn of terror by opressing clvilians with any Americen

connections., The presence Of about 40 American citizens in the islend was CON-

firmed,

%, On £2 December 1943, sommunication from the Sth Army Huaﬁquartari .:! H

gopy of whiech 1= attached here to marked A, was delivered to me at the regular
Sundey morning conference by Major Colllns, 1isison officer Sth Arny. Colonel

Lord Forrester ssked me to take cmre of the situstion, I ponfarred with the
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Re PONZA

The A.Meds purty conaisting of Lt Cols Kincold and Wornar, T/8gt Lazzarino
and two eerabinieri loft Naples port on MLGES &t 0005 January 4, 1944 with other
Army personnsl, transport provided by Boyal Navy. After s stop at ISCHIA toO pick
up Cepts Whyte end Inter, party landed et PONZA o715 Jen. 4, 1944,

Mo redio wae found =t Ansnie Theater or houso of owner 8s lndiosted in letter
from Sixtoen mombers of Publliea Slcurszza were placod in custody,
nudp to eclesn looel jeil end then held therein for 30 dsy sentence for security
recBone. Ops of the 16 was brought to Naplss, Innocecnzl Luciano for detentlion in
Naples City for the sanme reeson, Com Comm Cepo Vasell Sclvatore, COomd, F.S. who
1eft the islend on 27 Dec for Hosp in Naples, should be held in Naplea jail for
sems reescn for scme period.

The Tax Collector of FPonza who had beon following the offieiel party all day
{n & supilecious munner wes held in Ponza jail for the night of 40 Jan 1944 ta pro-
tect spiling of MLS58 to Naplee et 2359 Jun 4

The metter of blnck markets in tho 1slapd was cerofully investigated, no ovie
depce found to warrant any action, Everd complaint wes pone into and while high
prices pre nctdoubt demended for certein articles by local merchants, they in turn
heve purchansed these articles on the black market i1, Noolee opr Pozzuoli, and because
no AMG officer 1s stetion in Ponze theru 18 no poasible check on theso transeotionsa,

Tue podestus gvams to be the best nyailoblea man on the island for the poslitichn
and although u thorough imvostigation was mads into the matter and ell persons ra-
presenting the ocpeeition ware glven a full opportunity to be heard, it vwas the ocon~-
sensus of opinion thet no change should be made &t this time, All personal trals
spotions were cheockod, cleims of dlseriminuations mzainst posidents having relatives

in amcrice and sgainst Americen Naturals were found groundless,

Lfter B oareful survoy end a conferunce with the Pudesta, 1t i recommended
that the number of cerablnieri be reduced to 5, and the number of Finance Guards
to 4. No more ere nesded, They could be used to great advantagse in Waples,

In my opinion the two 0SS men, aceording to their own statements, noc on Fonza,
- ghould be recmlled at once as they are disturbing frnotors and ere without funds and ﬁ}

1iving on the people of the 1slands.

By Floet Buse Securlity Officor = Li, P, MoDonald, RNVR f
(Acting ag Naval Ouserver) ‘j 5534 :

Oile of the more obvious wlaces for invoestigation from the Wava)l securlty polnt 1
of view was the Semaplior:z Staticn, Tiis is situat-d upon tho highest pesk of Ponzh .
Four Italien naval ratings wers Tound in ocoupution Of the building, the officer in

cherge being awey in Nooles crawing their poy. The ratings appeared %0 be entirely

without work, due to the dulupldcted ocondition of thelr anclent equipment. They

agsured me that thoy hed been in communication with no one for a long timse, the lost ;
message being & mutilated slgnanl from Ventolene by Gubmarine telegraph Jjust berore

Christmas,

/ ‘The oables ware frumﬂ?ﬁn;a_tn Ciovello on the meinland, apd theoo to Rome and
-,/ Gueta: alsq to Ventotene end onwards to Ischia, Pgovince of Neples. These oebles
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though possibly inteot in themsclves at the Fouds end, depend upon an erriy of ocor-

roded gloss jar btetteries which are unlikely to be of use,

T =

Raudo trensmitting eauipsent oonsists of - 100 Watt (Reuda Marine ty 72) wurking
on 5=/100 ietres workin: from 24 volt betteries (but uncharged and unattended).

Truore 48 6lso a "flag Jeck®™ e.nd 8 lantern room - work-d by gae oylinders,
giving a beacon on hesviies to Gaeta, Clrcello and Vent ne, depending upon the

window ascleocted.
Tho stution wie left in -ossessicn of 16 rifles, 4 pistols ( not secn) 1 bux
of gronades snd s smell nuantity of ammunition. A Jdemolition charge w=g foken to

the atetlon but no use wng found for it,.

Ap way be seen by the remzinder of the report, cother security aspects of the
gituntion in the islond were coverel 28 woell ss coculd bBe owins the short visit cof

the party.

The officers 8nd even the MLS58 wave nll the gsalstonce and cooperaticn in their
POWEI's

By Commendine Officer HOM. MLOSB

In sccordance with instructions MIS58 left Naples harbour at 0006 on the 4th
Jonuary 1844 with AMG n.rty, two cemorumen and two carabinierl aboard, Tie ship
cnlled in at Ischis to pick up Cupt. Vhyte and his interpreter, The passce wos
completed withcut ineident nnil the puart) was lended ot Pouzn st 0716,

A survey wns made of the hnrbcut and the details ne shown on the plua on sde
mirelty Chart No. 1733 wore founl tu be correct in most essentials., A reid now
runs onione olose to Spueede S. Antonlo, Spagpla Ciangos snd Spogsia S.Murisa; also
g small quay for rowing bosts Nis boen built in the western corner of Spacsgis 3. An-
tonio The depthe of water sliown in the sort are correct except at the western ends
of the No¥th mcle and South aueny. The depths shovn g 3 fethoms elong the north
mole sre now £ fathoms anl @ Jdepth 6f one fothom was found along the entire length
of the south quay. Dopths in the oentre of the port remain ss shown. 4 amell
conienl mooring bucy heg been 1214 50 ynrds 180° from the western end of the.north

mecle.

The harbtour should be usoful for sheltering Comstal Force Craft btut no facili-
tiee exist for redtirs, stores or maintenunce. There ere no ualoedins: fucilities of
any kind but tho besohes of S, antonlo andi 8. Maria, both in the port, ere very aui t-
nble for lending crnft, with the rocd ensily accossible, A amall ehip feor lecal f1skf

ingz bouts 18 sltustod et the ond of the port,. i
1 .-r- i
A 5n}13

AL tour of the islead was mode but nothin: wes observed which haa not been fully
denlt with in tho scoompenying reporte,

Tho ship left Foriza at 0502 after uavin: sipnalled, unsucassfully, for a
wenther report, by wirelesa. st first the wosther wes fair but st 0330 & strong
wind blew from the Went. Owing to the extra welzht being oerriediin the rfoprm of the

MG perty cad one prisover it was nocesanry to jettison two 5 ewt, sinkers wihich were
stowed on deeck wnd also two Jopth chorges. JAbout this time the starboard onsine

nE-
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developed o fefect cud could not te mede to pull its welght which made esteaeripcz with
o followin: een very diffioult. The wing veared et rbout 0630 and by 0720 had
resahed foree 9 from the North Enet the sea belng very confused., Shelter was gought

in the leed of Ventotens with the obtject of repeiring the enslne Lut no guitntle
ahelter wos found end oourse wos Set of lIschin, The wind modorated at 1020 &nc

Teohis wee reached at 1140 it heviug been necessary to do practically the whole of
the passaogze ot slow speed. The purty wois diagemborked and remmined inm Ischiwm for the

night,.
P, Fellowa, Liiut R,N.V,R.

Sub). Ponze

Re: Socurity Check

As directed bty the Officcr in Ohorze, thoso arents met with AMG and PBritish
Navel Officisl: on & Joousry 1944 at Neples aad left at midonisht by bost for the
Teland of Fonze cto covduct @ prelimincry security lnvestipation of conditions on the

1alnnd,

At aprroximately 0700, Juuusry 4, 194s, the narty arrived =t Fonza where they
proseeded immediately to gonreh the dwellisg, store buildine and movie theater owned
by Miohele Regzine, Coreo Frineire di lencli, Fonzn, who wae alleced to Lave in his
noggeseion o radic transmitting daviee, & thoroush seerch of these three plaocos
failed to reveel auy evidence of rudio sonding dovices. From telking witn various
persone on tho islaad it wus asgoertrined thet seid Resine had in the past been an
notive member of the Fegeist Perty, howev.r, hu is8 not considered t¢ u dangerous
tnfividual from Allied security stondpolnt nlthough o more ocomplete investigation of
Regine would be advisanble.

Durin: the course of routiue eheckine npumerous perscns cf apparent reliability
wore nouesticned as tn the existonce or non=exintencd of radio tranemittora on the
ig1lsnd, It was reveeled that no one hud cay knowledge of any such transmitting seta,
in portiecular one, Frani Feole, cwner of the locsl elestric powsr plent etated eme

phatioelly no such sets were -resent, or in use, on the islends

Various vlleged Faecist leuders were ouesticned by these agents, ond all denied
huving taken pny active pert i1, any such rectivities since Feciem wes ebolished in
Italy, Amon: these people worc Gluscppe di Mcnoen, podesta; Blaggl Zecca; hAristite
Boglol end his eon Burloi. It wig reportod by numercus people that se-
oret meotin’s esre beins Leld by ning veople on the island, including some of the
aforementioned, Time did not permit the proeving ¢f this point.

A8 rererd genercl secudity on the islend there were 16 untrustworthy members af’i 502
the Pubblice Sicurezzon arvested and confined to jall, 80 a8 not to hinder noirmgl
nolice functions., It wns olso agoeTtrined thot the Curabinierl meiotoin o 24 hour
patrol of the entire islend oonatline. A5 rew.rds entry snd deperturc of versinl,
the port harbor meater, Cept. Glovanni Di Ceccu, nssured these apgent,s a complete
cheeck 1p meintained, ond no strunzers are namittel to the ieland without jroper

cradentiale.

As nn immedicte security meesurs these nieonte arrested amd immediately jalled
ono Miehele Klein, loerl tux collector, who “rd boen scting in a susplcious manuner
during the day and lete in tue afternoom, fount litering in the vicinity of the
purty vessol. He is to be released the dey rollowinz the departure of the boat from

tha islund.
o <
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It wee the ooncurrent cpinion of all persons questicned thet there liad been no
German agents or soldliers prosant on the {aldnd within the pagt two montha.

In ccnelusicn it ig bellaved that from nd intellircnce abourity atandpolnt,
the islend ot present 1s not u mensaco to Allied Security, and should any problems
arise, they could adequately be wepdled by CIC apents of PBE3 at Ischia.

Dalman L. Cleland
Space Apont, CIC

Taok A. De Simone
heont CIC

DISTRIBUTION:

Fleot Baae Sscurity Ufficcer Navyy House
Iieut Col Marlean Clurke L o’
Newval Officer in charge, Naples

L, ¥ " vy Jachina
Fert Secutity Officer Naples
Flng Officer, Western Italy Navy House
9.0 A.0. Regdon TIT A MG, Profaotturs
G-2 Razion IIT AM,.G. "
Brisedler Carr Provinels
¢,I.0s 5th Army
C,0, ML558 (2) Navy Hous:
Col, Wnrner (2)
Col, Kineaid (3)
Gol, Yerron, Prefuttura
Capt, Gordcn
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1t is reported thit at dawn on I, Jan Wy & parbty of
1ntelligonce and AL offigeras undor Lhe oorand of 1t ColKIHOALD,
4 O,e0a NAFLES Area Wi 1andead by the Royel Hevy on tha Ialand
ﬂf }ﬂ:':r.al'il

14 1a stated that 16 former Pasclet Bovret Folice
found on the islend waro ordered by Lte Cole IR to alesn Sk
joaal prison and weIo then sumearily sentencad by him to thirgy
days daprisonment or getontion Tor securlity reanons, . Ghoro Was
ingufiicient evidenoe to aonirlat them of o clvil of fence.

The DeCuCahalls I"L‘!l'l'l.lil"l?‘k} ii!l'-‘l:f:flinitfﬂ‘::" n fall I"'.’IFDI"‘G
from Lb.Col, KINOLID on the proceedifiyise ke atatus of the
persons dealt with ahonld be uvlearly definode

oy | e
i -fl
1%, ‘Dolonel,
Chief, Fublic Saf0tye
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ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS nsJ/Dwfjjr

Mlitary Government Sectlon
NGS: 062,2 13 January 1944.

SUBJECT: Film - AMG activities,

0 ¢ ©Y AMC, AFI.

Reference is made to the attached copy of a Secret Lope Sheet,
prepared by an officer of the Army Film Unit now photographing AMG ac-
tivities in Italy.

1. Your views ere requested regarding the matters therein mentioned,
particularily as to the propriety of the action whereby fifteen priscners
were sumnarily sentenced,

2. For your information, A copy of the Dope Shect 1s being forwarded
to the "ar Office (C.A. 2A), with the request that the interests of AMG
shall be watehed in the preparation and composition of the finsl film.

D. 5. JACKLING
Lt Colonel.

Incls:
as above.
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