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AG. 20). - KRRIDT, D. Ce (0)
_ﬁ.ﬁ Eﬂl o EI!I'II-EEFI-' 'Bl l'iI ({.}}
HG, TYRLFTH AIR FORCE, AEC 6504 16 Dsc 1343w

T3 AMICOT Beadiuartera, gicilys

attention 18 i1hvited to preéceding indorsoments

For the Coprmnding Generel
[ = # 0 "-.-.‘. _-"1 ,ﬁ.——-
e L Pl -
lﬂiiﬂi'ﬁﬁhﬁjf J

!*jl:lr. hl“iul i
Asat #d) Generul.

| 2-

1 Tmcly n/c
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§ 2or-tasber, Chesfer ¥. (Off)
Kriedt, Dands)l C. (0IF)
E!n}th,, q'r;}tﬂl Je {ﬂff: 1?;.1.11 Ind, t,:':*l-l}

Bl XIT 1ol (IR0 AU 280, 1 Daes 1945,

r:_'ﬂ '!:ll"ll' ._" :L?.'-T]I- un-:'-. el L E.-"_E}'.'}-
1. Attentlon invited to kAti, 1otk airl 1580 Indursamenth,
and Pajert anmemmd to 1ELh Indorseagig .

. It 18 undavalecd oAty 0o 10,5 fusmidy ralerred to in goe-
ceding 13th Indoresnaut Weld given ip ¥riting and filed with tue

renpudtive 201 f£ilos of tha aubjott 0FCiQal'S.

|
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13th Ind. A=l

HEADQUARTERS , 5<4WD TROOP CARRIER AING, AAF, AFU 760, US Arnmy, 20 Hovember 194L3.
0. Commanding General, X1l Trocp Carrier Command (Prov), ARG 760, Ud Ari/.
1. Disciplinary action under the 104Lth Article of liar was taken as

auppested in Twelfth Indorsement and the followlng punishment imposed and
asccepted by Ufficer concerned without appeal:

J. Smyth - Reprimanded with a forfeiture

as First Lieutenant Jonhn i
e (1) month,

of #504,00 of pay fcor 2 perded of on

farber = Heprimanded witn & for-

Da second Lieutenant Chesier ii.
iod of one (1) month.
|

feiture of $50.00 of pay for a per

f
Kriedt = Reprimanded with a for=
d of one (1) month.

Pl
P = 7 S
~ H. L. OLARK),
BI‘iL:EL{iiEI' General , USA,
Commandings

c. Second iieutenant Daniel C.
Teiture of $70.00 of pay for a perio

Incl:
One copy of Report, E nov/L3, Subject: Investigaticn,

Upnauthorized confiscation of Firearis.

r
PR Cu iy =
s

o01<Barber, Chester W. (OFf)
kyisdt, Daniel C. (0fF)
Suythe Jobn Je (OFF) 1th Indas (H=l=8)

HRS XTI TCC (FROV) s AFO 760, 1 Dec 1943,

T0s CG, TWELYFTH AF, AFO 650,

1., Attention invited to 1llth, 12th and 13th Indorsemonts,
and report annexsd to 12th Indorsement.

1t is undsrastood that the reprimands raferred to in pre- Sox

e
cading 13th Indorsement were given in writlog and filed with the Y4
regpective 201 #ilss of the subject officexs.
0g;£}igéﬂﬁﬁwmﬁ
inele: n/c BADL Ls V
Brigadier Gensral, U.Fehe
Coomandinge

CONEIDENZTLAL
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I QONFIDENTIAL
(Ltr, Amgot Ho, Siel), & subs Approps of Fircarms frem rinance Chmrd by U.S.
Persennel , deted 19 Sapbtesber 191,.35'
12 Ind, (N-1-2)
HQS, XII TCC, (Prev), AP0 760,
T0: ©C, 52nd TC Wga, APO 760, 9 Nevembor 1943

1. In campliance with preceeding indersemsmt, I have caused the sub jact
matter of basle communicatien te be larectigated and inclese herswith the
repert ef such iwmvestigatien., I appreve the cenclusiensand recommendations
therein eentained and sugcest tiat disclplinary actlen uner the 104th Article
of War taken by you as the lmnediazte Comnanding General eof the subject efficers
would be apprepriate, previded they do met demend trial by court mertial,

“s Repert should be made te this Headqmarters ef actien taken,

6f? 7 rf e
PAUL L. WILLIA
Brigadier General, U, 5, Amay,

Ceaamending,
Incl: 2 cepies Rep't, B Mev, '.3

Subj: Investigatien, Unauthere
izod Confiscatien ef Firearms,

2954
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COMF JDI TIAL

HREADQUARTERS _
XIT TROOP CARRIER COMMAND (PRGV)

Office of the Staff Judge Advecate
APD TED

(Ned-z)

3335 #i Nevembar 1943

SUBJECT: Repert ef Investigatien of Unautherized Cenflstatien ef Firearms,

TO ¢ Commanding Gemeral, XII Treop Carrier Camand, APQ 760, U, S. Army.

Ie AUTHORITY:

1, This imvestigatien was erdered by VOCG, XII TCC (Prev) en the
basic communication initiated by AMCOT Hy,, 8lcily, 19 September 1943 nd
indersements theretle,

MATTERS INVESTICATED:

LT,

3, The basic cemmunicatien reperts that en & Septamber 1943 three
(3) plstels eof the Finance Guard wers cenfiseated at the Guard Caserma by
three officers who gave te that Cuard a note reading, "9-6-43, thres pis=
tels taken frem this statien by the undersigned efficers, There wis am
urgent need for same, 78 TGR 426 ABS" and signed "Lt, J. T. McHugh,
0654320, Lts D¢ Co Kriedt, 0-520201, ILt, C. W, Barber, 0-520225".

3, The basic cesmunicaties was forwarded threugh chammels te the CO |
29th TC Sg, who replisd by 7th Ind,, dated 15 Octeber 1943 that an investlw
gatien was made; that the actien ef the efficers was based en infermatisn
derived by thon from seme American efficer whe had stated te them that auch
proceadings was an erderly manner ef securing a plstel for & souvenir; that
the pistols had beem returned; and thaet such umefficial actions en the part

of members of his squedren would be strengly discouraged.

IIT, FACTS:

Le In the latter pert of August er the early part ef September 1943,
1lst Lt, John J, Smyth 0=797092, 29th TC Sg,, 313th TIC Gp., met, on & rosent-
1y unidentifiable airdrems, in Sieily, a presently unidentifisble United
States Army Major who had 1n his possessien iv his brggags as geuvenirs a

nmber of forsign pistels and whe, en inquiry, advised Lt. Smyth it was the
cemmen practice ef the efficers whem he knew te cenfiscate er requisitien

plstels frem the Italians by giving a receipt therefer in the ferm ef that
rﬂﬂitrﬁd lh‘"ﬂq.

5, It. Smyth, acting en the implied suggestien, at the first availe

able eppertunity, =t Agrigente, Sicily, in cempany with 2nd Lt. Danisl C.
Kriedt, 0-520201, of ths same erganizatien, entered the Cassrma or {barracks

er statien) ef the Italian Finance Guard at Agrigente, Sicily, fer the purs
pese of obtalning pistels,

6, Lt. Smyth asked the Italian efficer in charge te thow him and Lt
Kriedt thoir fireerms, as Lt, Smyth and 1%, Kriedt desired three plstels,
The Italian officer enswered that that weuld be impessible as he was net aue
therlzed te pormit pistels te be taken frem the tullding, I&, Sayth after
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Tivestigation ef Unautherized Cenfiscatien eof Firearms,

CONEIDSERTIAL

viewlng the pistels, .n company with Lt, Krisdt, thercupen wrete en a plain
piece of paper furnished by the Itallan efficer the Mreceipt" abave cuetod
and the effieer delivared te them tha three plstels,

Report of

-

7, 1t, Eriedt signed the reseipt fer himself, signing his ewn cerrect
name snd serial nuzber, and mlso gigned "fer® Lt, Chester ¥, Barber, giving
1t, Barber's cerrect mame and serial numbers Lbt, Snyth eigned the recel pt
nlt, Jehn T¢ McHugh, 0=065/320", & fictitious neme md serial mumber, The
178 TGR 426 ABSY was merely se much abracadabra designed te give the "ro-

geipt" am eir eof efficlal authewrifys

8, Lt, Kriedt dalivered eone ef the thres pistels te Lt, Barber shortly
thereafter and scquainted him wth the fact tmt thoy had ebtained them at
the pelice statien in the mamer stated and that his name had been signed

te the receipt, Lbt, Barber wae net present at ths pelice gstatiem mar had he
putherized Lt. Smyth te sign bls name e te ¢btein the pistel in

previc
ths fashien stated by him.

9, All three sfficers retalned the pistels untll &t er gbeut 16 Octeber
shen thedir squadren cemmander, baving received the AMCOT cemmunicatien refops
red te, instructed them to return the plstels, They carrisd out this insbrute

tisn by turning the pistels ever te the squadren adjutat whe turnsd them
aver te the Finance Guard and ebtained back the receipt eriginally glven by

tha threo efficers., Fer thair actiena they received frem their squadren CeRl-
mandsr an eral admonitien.

IV. DISCUSSION:

10, Nene ef the three efficers was avthorized te cenfiscate a pistel

from the Finanoe Guurd,

11, It, Soyth end Lt. Kriedt, tegether, without sutherity, and by algne
ing and delivering & false written statement, induced tho Finance Guard to
deliver three pistels te them, which t hey received and twe of which tley re=
tainod until erdered by higher sutherity te return them. In additien, Lt,
Smyth, in his slgnature, used & fictitious name and serial pumber,

12, Lt, Barber received Irem 1t, Smyth and Kriedt ene & tho pistaln,
having lnmewledge ef the circumstances under which they were obtzined amd like=

vise retained the pistel until ordered by higher autherity te return it,

13, ILts Earber, Smyth and Kriedt tesk such actien after It. Smyth hed
bean advised by a prenently untdentifiasble American Majer at & mresontly une
identifisble alrfield thut the practice described was the methed cemmsnly
uced by efficers whem he kunew, in ebtaining seuvenlr pisteld,

14, Thers was ne “urgent need fer the pistels®, They were, & the cen=

traby, ebtalned selely as seuvenirs,

CONPIDENTIAL

o
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Repert of Imvestigation ef Ummutheriszed OConfiscatisn of Firemsyms, {(Cont'a)

CONF IDENTIAL
Ve CONCLUSIONS:

15 1&, Smyth as the prime mever in the transactien, Lt, Hriedt as a
celleague therein, and Lt, Barber, whe impliedly erdersed thedr action, as
& bemificviary thereef, ebtained thres pistels frem the Italian Finsnos Guard ¥
threugh false pretensss, and in deing se displayed a cemplete lack ef ANy
sense ef respenaibllity as efficers and a furbher lack ef any sense ef
wrengdelng in ebtaining the pistels threugh such falee protenses and fer a

whelly wnavtherized purpese,

164 The fmericen Majer whe advised such precedure, whese identity, une
fertunately, caunet naw be determined, displayed these chavacteristics te an
even higher degree in net enly himeell apparantly fellswing such practices
but in advising jurder efficers te ge and de likewise.

7. The evidence with respect te the unimewn field efficer is of ceurss 5
enly hoarsay, but is believed reliable, All three of ficers wore antirely cane
did in their testimemy and gave a full and frank statement ef the facts, All
three efflicers are of ysung age, little experience end immature judgment,

'? 18, BNo disciplinary actien appears to have been taken as yet in the
: mattery, The oral reprimand given the efficera by their Squadren Commander
apcearse te have been administrative in nature and effect,

Vi. RECCQMENDATIORS:

19: In view ef the age and lack ef experience er meture judgnent of
the subject officers;, ef their present realizatien of the true character of
their actiens, of their preapt return of the cenfiscated prepsrty, and eof the
prebablity that their future cenduct will bs such as not to again bring such
discredii upen the service, it is reconmended, beth in the best irterests of
the service and ef the subiject efficers, that disciplinery actien be initiated

with respsct te them under the 104th Article eof Wer, enly,

-

NS0/ A0
- »

lst Lt,, JACGD,

Staff Judge Advenate,

Incl: 3 ocepieca testimeny ef
sibjs efficers, 5 & 6
Nove 43, & Ltr., AMGOT,
19 Sept, '43, Exhibit,

2381




Testimeny given by 2nd Lt. Daniel C. Kriedt,
te lst Lt, Gearge J. Banigan, Staff Judge Advecate,
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BEADQUARTERS
¥ TROOP CARRIER COMMAND (PROV)
office of the Stalf Judgs Advecate

6 Nevember 1943

20th Treep Carrier Squedrsn
XII Treep Carrier Cemmand,

(Prav), en 5 lNovember 1943 at Headquarters XII Treep Carrdier Cemmand (Prev),
Palerme, Siodly.

Lo
Qo

Ao

Qo

A

Qs

Witpess SwerTi.
Plsase give ysur newe, rank, erganization, serial rmmber and statiem,

»nd Lt. Daniel C., Kriedt, 0-520201, 27th Ireep Carrier Squadren, I am
statienad at Mile Adr Base, Sielly.

T new raad to yeu tha 24th Article eof War, (2th AW read). De you
underatand your rights under that Article?

Yeos.

I shew you a letter, AMGOT Hye, dated 16 September 1943, te ths Pra-
vest Marshall Seventh Army, referring te the taking of three (3)
pistels frem the Finance Guard at the Caserma (Barracks), on 6 Septen-
ber 1943 by throe efficers whe gave a receipt for the pistels &lgn-
ing their names Lt. John J. MeHugh, D. Ca t, and C, W. Barber.
Are you the Li. Krisdb refarred te in that latter?

Yes,

De you wish te make any cemment wibh respect te the slatasnlis ocen=-
tained in that letiar?

e were in Agrigente en DS and were anxious te® precure sems Berrettl
pletels. It was suggested that thyy ceuld be precursd by entering
any police statien filling eut any required ferms and sigaing an
alias. Se we went te the Itallan pelice atatien in Agrigente and wo
entered the bullding and asked te see Lhe platels they bad. They dld
not have any Borretti's but they did have seme revelvers of an eld
soks the name of whlch I den't knew, We made sut & recelpt fer then
and left with the pistels,

Frem what seurce did yeu recolve

the suggestion that that was a methed
of securing a Berretti plstel? ‘

I did net receive the suggestlen.
De yeu lmow whe did?

2950

Yeou.
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Whe?

Lt, Sayth.

m-ruthumﬂ-rthn mupinmtt-thap-lina ptatien whes
wﬂ!ﬁfﬂdhum"?

Hirlulf lﬂ Lt. Smythe

Wiars you and Lt. Smyth in uniferm ot the time yeu entersd the pelice
statien?

We wore.

inal receipt is &t our Squadren Head-
Squadran when the plstels were

Just a few werds,
Did you kave & senversation with the officials in the pelice statien?

I ﬂii l.'I-lI‘t- Hﬂm-
Whe did?

T ceuld understand J
of the canvarsation

What was yeur understanding of what you were doing?

I-nr-pmuml}imllhymurmlﬂm,

Your statement that thore was an ‘hurgent need? fex the plstels was nat
true?

It wan ﬂi“_i
Was thls receipt onm & prrinted form?

Noe

MEEEMI
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CONF IDENTIAL

You wrote ev' the wording of the recelpt?

Ne.
Lt. Swyth did?

p LT

After the receipt was given did you and Lt, Bayth lsave the pelice
statien with ths plstels?

Yen.
(Proceeding rocessed frem 1830, Novesber 5, e 1030, November &, 1943).

Hew many?
Thres (3) pistels.

Whe signed the recelpt?

Lts Smyth and myself,

Did you sign your own name and porial number?
Yos, I did,

fihen was the next time you heard of this matter?

Areund the 16th ef Octeher.
for talking such sctien. He instructed us
ths sams cenditien that we received them.
Barber whe had the other two (2) pistels, and
tols ever te ths Squadren adjubant whe turned thes ever
station and got back the recelpt we gaves,

Were yeou subjected te any dieciplinary actien by your conmaneing
officer in eemnectisn with this natter?

e were reprimunded by the S8quadron co and a8 I said befere, he teld us
te return the pistels which we did.

Was the reprinond cral er in writd ng?

It was an eral reprimsdid,
YWere you subjected te any punishemmt ethsr than the eral reprimand?

Ho.
Have yeu anything further that you wish te add te your testimeny?

Mo,

2978




CONFIRANTIAL

1ot 1t. Geerge J. Banigan, Staff Judge Advecate; XII Treep Carrier Command
(Prov), on & Nevember 1943 at Headquarters XII Troop Carrder Cemmand (Prev),
Palerms, Sicily.

l. Witoesss Swern.
2, 0., Please give yeur nams, rank, ergenizatien, serial number and statien,

A. lat Lt, Jehn J, Smyth, 0797092, 29th Treep Carrler Squadren, I am
statiened at Mile, Slcily.

Q, Have you besn present threugheut the teatimeny glven yesterday and
teday by Lt. EKreddi?

A, Yen Sir.

Q. And have you heard the reading ef the 24th Article ef War te him, 21l
the questiens put te him and the answera?

A. I bhave.
Q. De yeu understand your righte under the 24th Articls of Tar?
Be - X da .

Q. If I were te aik yeu the same quostions which I esked Lt, Krelidt would
you glve substantially the sums answera in se far as that testlmeny re-
lates te you?

I would,

Lt. Kreddt testified that the efficials at the pelics staticon speke enly
a fow words of English and that you carried en all the coiw ersation with

them in cornnectien with this matter in French., JXs that cerrect?

efficialn?

T asked the Ttslisn efficer in charge te shew me thair firearms, e
took Lt. Kreidt and myself inte a reem, the walls ef which were 1lined
with Ttalisn rifles and a mumber of eld pistels. I teld him that I
would like te have three (3) pistels and he answered that that womld
be impossible as ho was erdered by the Majer of the tewn net te allew
any of the pistels be taken frem the tuilding, I teld him te lat me
have a plain slip ef paper and X would £111 eut a reguisitien which he
could giﬂhthamwut.ha-nnuhn arese., He gave me Lhe paper
and I wrete out the receipt in questien, I eigned the receipt, Jehn
J, MoHugh and gave a false serial nwaber, Lt. Kreidt signed fer hime
self and Lt. Barber using correct name and perisl nuuber ef Lt, Bare
Bor und himself. After we sigmed the receipt the efficer in charge
handed ever the three pistels and we loft ths bullding, ”@"7
<
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el




Fe

10,

12

e

15

17

18,

Qs

As
Qe
Ae
Qs
Ae
Qe
Ao
Q.

A,

G-

As
Qe

Ae

Ua
Mo
Qe
As
A

" |Declassified B.O. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. /7

(-

r.l‘ '.I. Thl :

- .u,.l!-'l .l.-
Prat ) SRl
"I,:.-"i P I.:Tll.'r LI '-.._" '
r""].:'f?ﬁ'-ﬂ- =1

SR

|" I

L

|I:'|-I., il
Lk

-l."..':.i-ji

GONF IDENTIAL

dated Septeaber 19,
ge letter frem AMOOT Headquariers,
m;:& ; :.t serrectly quetes the receipt which yeu and Lt, Kreidi

glgned?

Yes, it cdees.

Your name is net Lt. Jehn Jo MehHugh?

Ro.
And your gerial number 16 net 06543207

That is cerrect,
But this is the names and merigl nusber you signed to ths recalipt?

That is cerrect.

W,
What is yeur understanding ef the meaning of the phrase 78 TCR 426
ABS" which yeu wrete in thob roaceipt?

It hes ne memning ak all. It's simply & fictlieus organization which we
gave teo sstiafy the of {ficer in chargo®.

In other werds this phrase was merely se much abracadabra dealgnod te
glve 4:.11-:: receipt an alreof efficial autherity?

That le cerrect.

ire of this trensactien or ef
ur understanding ef the pature
;ﬁ;; ::::«hig'itr to se confiscate eor requisitien the pistela?

I fully realiged that I had no authority te confiscate 1;_111: ﬁ:ﬁ: ;. l;:::
avor a8 Lt, Kreidt stated, we were very anxious to mcf:at Lt R
tels and it appoared to me that that would be the eas

my mind the lsast harufal,.
¥er what purpcse did you desire the Barretti pistols?

Sinply for souvenirs.
There was then ne fargent neod" .

Noe

1.4. Kreidt testified in substance, if I recellect :nrrnct-l;il ::u; ri-.“
wa;-a teld prier te this svent that this would bnth::t't m?
cedurs by which te obtain Italian plstols. Is

joteols
A. I wasn't told that it was the most apprepriste way of acaulring p

sliest that by using thde nut.h'ndu'lm.gq o FY
hi?rti‘:ruﬁ :;E::H IE alee ::Ln:dgmtar}rulmﬂm te pick frem, L) { b
C
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CONFIDENT JAL
Whe was the  jerwho teld you se?

I henestly den't know, He was an afficer at seme fisld in Sielly,
and he shewed me his cellectien of fereign ams,

pid he state he had nsed this method?

when I aaked hir how he acquired the pistels he sald it was the cominen
practice ef the officers whem he know te use this method,

At what sirfield did yeu meet this Majer?

I den't rembmber the airfield. Atthe time when the oprortunity ef
acquiring the pistols pressuied iteelf, I fellewed his suggestieon,

Were you ststionsd en the sgirfisld where you mat this Majer?

Noo

Was your ergenization stationed thare?

Ne Sir,

Was this airfield in Slelly?

I could net say whether the fleld was in Sieily er Africa.

Is it therefore your testimorny that although you met this Majer, aaml -
ned his eelloction ef fereign plstels and the 1like and recaived thils
suggestion from him and wes able to recall the suggestien prier te the
svent which is the subject ef this : you are nevertheless
witliin a short time

field at yhich you ms

wes in Sieily or Africa?

Yes. Beceuse at that particular time we wers making two and three
trips a day beiween Africs and gicily, and en landing at fields in
slther Africa er Siclly, naturadly carrisd on convershtiona with the
of ficers whe we carried ever, er mat at the fields,

Are you able to recall the appreximate time of this conversation?

Ho slxr.

Are you able te recall whother it was between the 15th ef July and the
bth of September?

I believe it was,.

De you recall whether it wag betwesn the lst ef Auguetl and the first af
Septezber:

2975
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Pefers the ‘rat ef September. At that time 4 heard ef the methed

of pravurinyg the pistels but had no particular epportunity eof puti-
tien and therefere I cannet recall when 1€ soccured,
howaver, that it was more than a week bafere

the event in cusstien,

That weuld place the conver satien with the Major sometime during the
month ef August?

Yon.
Do you recall hew many flights you made during the month ef August?

No.

Dé you have avallable te you amy record of the £lighte which you made
during that month?

Our squadren has a recerd of the number of flights and also the fact
that they were between Africa and Sielly., At the time it was the
practice of the erew chisls to write on AAF Ferm # 1, the point ef
dsperture from Africs which was usually definite end most eften tie
some fleld at Kaivouen, Our destinstion was waually marked Siclly
unless the flight was to Pente Olive, Catania, Palermo or sens such

well known plLace.

Are you able te recall whethber you met the Majer at any of ths three
airfields you mentiened?

I cannet recall any.

Could you deseribe the Majer Irem his physical appsarance?

I believe hs was absut 5 feet 10R Inches, gbout 170 1bs and had dark bair.
Was ha an Air Cerps efficer, anl if 3e, & flying efficar?

I den't bellieve he was an Adr Corps efficer.

Was he & passenger en ysur girplane?

was a pascsnger on the plane. He wes, & think, &
of the planes parked across Lrom Ehmx oura,

Thet I csuld net s&y.
Waa it a Treop Carrier plans?

2974

Yoo,

Was snyena else presmmt at your conversatien with the Majer?

There were ne officers present. As I recall, everyone was walldng
by the planes. 1 happened to be passing the Major when his baggage
and his pletel caught My &y®. SOlF IDENTIAL
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Do you reda) anything about his baggage whic. weuld asalst yeu in
identifying nim?

Ho siy, becawse the passengers of all planes had hngmu'ma
just been remeved frem the plade,

Then, would it net have been that this efficer was a passenger en &
ferrving missien of which your plane was & part,.?

He might have been a passenger of the inceming plane or ke right have
been walting there for transportatien eut, I den't knew if he bhad
arrived er was preparing fer demriture, My cenversatlion with him wano
vary hﬂﬂf, a8 I hed to leave,

pid this conversatien take place befers er after your Squadren moved
its bage te Slclly?

Bafeore,

Do you rembmber when your Sgmadron meved ita base to Sicily er at least
de you remember when yeu moved?

The last part of August er the early part eof Sept ember,

Did this conversation take place befere or after you moved teo Skbily?
I am almost certain it was befere,

Would you be able teo recegnize this efficer 1f you saw him agein?
Hot with certainty.

Ts theare in fact a Lieutenant Barber?

Yes thomis, J
E;lt- he was net present at the pelice station? PQ?J
That 1s cerrect.

You signed his pame and serisl nuuber te the receipt?

Ne, Lt. Ereddt did,

(Questien directed te Lt, Kredidt)

Is that cerrectiy

That i¢ right. I am net sure if ¥ got Barber's correct serial number,

Hﬂummthingmrtharmimwmdmwtu:w

X
MﬂmituhmwhtthntInlﬂtherthUMﬂ
It.nlkud.dtd-‘humuId-n-t-iiatthit-tiﬂwirﬁhinguainnmtuﬂr
flux anci he was semobedy whem I just ran inte en & fisld,

g
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. 49. Q. Agein, is itk - anything furtber you wish e i te your testimeny?
A. Ko, |
Testimeny given hy 2nd Lt, Chester W, Barber, 27th Treep Carrier Sgquadren
to 1st Lt, Gesrge J. Banigan, Staff Judge Advscate, XII Troep Carriar Cemmand,
(Prov), en 6 November 1943 at Headqusrters XI1 Treop Carrler Comnand (Prov),
Falermo, Siclly.
ls Witnees Seorn.
2. 0Q, Please give your name, rank, organizatien, serial number and atatien,

As Ek.2nd Lt., Chester W. Hﬂrhér; U—ﬁﬂﬂﬁzﬁ, L9th m Carriar 5:;111:11'#!1. I
am stationed at Mile Air Base, Sielily.

3» Q. Have you been present throughout the testimony glven yesterday and we-
day Yy Lt, Kriedt, and Li. Swytht

A-ll Iﬂ-ﬂ Hir*

Le Q. And have you hesrd the reading of the 2ith Artiele of Var te them and
thelr testinmorg?

Ao 1 hove,
5. Q. De you understaend your rights under the 24th Article eof War?

| Al- I dﬂ' #

6. Q. If I wers te ask you the same guestlons which I asked the ether twe
officars would your angwers be substantially the sams im so far as
their testimony relates te you?

he Yeon, ?9?!‘3

7. O, Are you the Lt. Barber sose name and serial number it was testified te
was dgned te the receipt given for the pistels ot the Itallan pelice
station? -

P.!. Yas air,

8. 0, Were you present en thut occasien?
Ae No sir,

9, Q. Did you authorize anyene to sign your nams te such & recelpt?
A. No oir.

10. Q. Did you have anmy cenversaticn prier te the event with the ehlsr two
officers vho just testiflsd?

Li m.ir.

_CONFIDENTTAL
W
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lle Q. Did you bave ay conversation with the ether wwe efficers with respect
te this matter after ths event?

A. TYes £ir.

12, Q. Please state the subastance of that conversation?

A. Thoy came inte my reem en their retum to the hetel and gave me the
platel and I asked tham where did they get them? They sald they
got them at the police statien dewn tewn.

13, Qs Were yeu teld by them that your name had heen signed te the recolpt?

A, Yes,

lhs Q. Did yem teke the pistel?
Ae Yoo,
15. Q. Did you retain it?

ke Yes.

16, Qs Until you wers teld by your cemmanding efficer te return it?

Ae Yes

17. Q. Have you anpihigg further yeu wish to add te your tsstimony?

Ao Hoe

The feregoing transcript ef ten (10) typswritten peges has been read

te the undersigned, It cerrectly records uuﬂ%nMnr, respectively,
.."r._u'




'y %
Dec
IIIHEfIiﬂ E.Q. 12356 Section 3.3/HHD Mo

from Fipance Cuard 7 U.S, Persennsl.

% HE.E SICIY,

719 September 1943

SURJECT:  Appropriation of Firesrms

¢ Prevest Marehsll,
Tth Areye.

The feollewing repsrt dated 1 September, guybmitted te our Divisien,
is ferwarded te you for any actien that may be deemsd NOCAESATY »

nl, On & Septexber 1943, tiue vnknown, at the Caserma of the

Finance Cuard.

jstols belinging to the Finence Guard

2. Three p
to the Flpancas Cnard & note wideh

3. by tlrees of ficers who gaVO
road as fellewss "9-6-43 Three piotels were taken £rom thias
station by the undersigned officers. There Wag an urgent nesd

for Bam®. ?E Tml m& m"
signed It. J.T, Melugh 0-654320

glzned Lt DeCo Kreldt 0=-520201
signed Lt. C.W, Parber 0-520225

were cenfiscated,

Inquiry at 52nd Ving, Troop €
are aspigned te 29th Treop Carrier Squady
e lecation ef this unit is unloewn to this efficel

of the AMGOT Letter refered te in eur tegtinany
qmrters XII 7CC (Prav)e

CEATIFIED a trues cepy
given Hovember

5urﬂ6nt.Haa.d
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10 Ind.
HY, ¥XII TCC, APO 760, 22 Oot 1943,
TO:, GG, Twelfth Alr Torce, AP0 6050.

Attention 1= invited to 7th Indorsement.

Wa&a;.. :Ev"'{,{/{,m“q"-f%
WILLIANM H. NUNNELEY,

lst Lt., Alr Corps,

Actg Asst Ad] Gen, T

|V

For the Commanding General:
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Hil Lt JJ’I SETY al,
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[ gth Ind,

B.J., B13TH T. C. GROUP, APO 760, U, S, ARKY, 12 OCTOBER 1943,

TOs ©CO, 25th T. Cs 8q., APD 760, Us S» Army,

For compliance.

By order of Colonel ROBERTSS s
Eﬁ&#&wﬁﬂgjau“ﬂl

FREDERICK A, EBIER,
lst Lt., Air Corps,
A jutant.

Tth Ind.

29th Tr Carrier Sg, 313th 1C Gp, APQ 760, US Army, 16 Cctober 1943.

T0: CO0, 313th TC Gp, APO 760, US Army,

1. In compliesnce with 3rd Ind, an investigation of the transaction
momtioned in basiec communicetlon was made.

2. The action of the Officers in question was bzsed on information of

goma American Officer, name not known, who stated that such procedure wes an
orderly manner of securing a plstol for souvenlr,

3. Pistols have been returned to rightful custodian and it is asswred
that such unofficial actions on the part of members of this Squadron, have,
end will continmue to be mtrongly discamwsged.

mHWELEﬁMT,
Lt Col, Alr Corps,

Enmuﬂmi ing,

E'It'h 1."IE1 »

Hiye, 3L3TH T, C., GROUP, APO 760, U. S, ARMY, 17 OCTOBER 1543,

moy  Commanding General, B2ad T, U. Wing, APO 780, Us 8. Ara/e

Forenrded.

For the Comaanding Offioari v, .
jﬂffyéuﬁf-f”z Jofeen

FREDERICE A. HEILI,
lat Lt., alr Corps,
Ad jutant.
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By command of Lieutenant

2501
H@, X111 1C

L

Hend TC W,

By ¢compend  of

HEADQUARTERSG, 521D TROUI
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s Commnding CLficer,

For ocomplisance with
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For complisnce with 3rd indarsenent,

hith Ind,
AP0 TH),
313th Troon Carrier (Groud.

3rd Tndorsanant.

By coummand of Hripgadier Gennral CLARAG

::-pm_ atton of Flrearms- {rom Finance
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ALBERT A. [ INDATST
Arsistunt Adjutant Geraral
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250.1 25 Ind, G=AtlL=-g ] &

Has, XIE ASG, AFRO 766, 28 Septenber 1943

To:  Commardling Genersl, Tuelith AlT lorce
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