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ALLI™D FORCE HEADQUARTERS
Infermation and Cepnuorship Section
PWB ITALIAR HEATRE HEADGQUARTENS
Unit Neo.12 AFPO 512, U.S5.Army

20 Septermbrr 44.

Allrged llageist Propaganda in Childron's Eook.

Major Lionel Fielden,
public Relations Dirrctor,
ACC .

1t is a pity we have to waste time over a tiing
l1ike this. UT. Goodman Saw the book "some years ago in Londo
and on the strength of that sets going an official corre . nndence
to discover who should Dbe resoonsible in Italy today to prevent
jts possible appearance. If such book were olfer~d for sale 1n
1taly the public itsell would take care of the bookseller. Our
own autliority, that is PWB and APB, is concarnnd with keeping an
eye on new publicetions and not policing old oncs. But I do not
think Mr.Goodman riead have any Iear.

n (L]
i

(Sgd)

I. S. MUNRO,

.I..'-:U.]-- [ ]
ohief Press Ofiicer, Italy.
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i ALLIZD FORCE HEADQUARTERS '
(=5 8ection
I APQ 512 \ "
i TBJ/eeb
(=51 350, 8 September 194

SUBJECT: Alleged Pascist Propagandas in
Children's Book.

T0 ¢ Headguarters, Allied Control Commission
APQ 394,
A H

l. Reference 1z made to your ID/3417/4CC of
9 Septenber.

<« It ia requested that a further comunica~
Elon be sent as soon ag posslble from the angle of
the Public Safety Diviesion,

Por the Asst. Chief of otaff, C=5:

Te Bs JACKHA
?i . Lt. cﬂlﬂnﬁli
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AT ARTERS Yh/ewi/or
ALLIED COMTROL COd ISATOH
Faucation dubeomalasion
AP0 394

5 Beptember, 194k

T/ 56 AT/ A2C

SUATHCT: TWucation - Alleged Fasclst & TOPAEANAE
in Childron's Pook

TO « G - 5 Section AR
Attention Maj. T,5. Jnolman

Ref, your G = G350 of 20 June, 7
1. 'This lebter has juet recently been referrad, with attnched f1lop, to
the Bducation Subcommdsolon,
“he bool in quastion i mot z school boolk, fle ahall, howewver, conslder
dohiool books bo be contipontod,

-
=4
1latine it among
=toree in regard Lo genoral litereture,

haa yever boan A resconaibility of tids Sub-

comdanion, we arc refercing your letter ond attached File to the bublic
Sofety Division, The Mducation Subcodnsion nap confizped its attention,
as far ag books are concernad, bo books used in the schouols.

j. Since the epuration of bool
tncloding Juvenile literslure,

For the Aotisg Dirvector o: Educatlon:

y — . -~
6_1.:‘" ;g-'_ﬂ}c}.-)_,." ’./-.- f.r-"-"fv - e ER

™

C. Vi, WASHEITHNE
¥njor, AIS
n/Directar of Meucaklon

amw wo._ 1550 | (.
N850




*-} { ALLIED FORCE HWEADQUARTERS
\ G-5 Section

APQ 512

TBJ fcags
G=5: 350 20 June 1944

SUBJECT: Education = Alleged Fascist Propa-
ganda in Children's DBook.

TO : Headquarters,
Allied Control Commission,
AP0 394.

The stteched are forwarded for infor-
mation and my action deemed necessery.

(a) Copy of letter of 24 May from _
Chief of Staff, Civil Affeirs Divi-.~ | |
sion, Wachington.

(b) Copy of the letter referred to
iI‘. {ﬂj . o

(o) Copy ef the review referred to
in (a).

e For the Asst. Chief of Staff, G=5:
._.-IE._I @A BT o

' Q%' upLuA#uA
2 1 I-J'-l."l.-“

T+ B. JACKMAN,
Major.

Incl: a8 above




24 Moy 194k,

VEMORANDUM FOR THE SUPHEME ALLIVD COMMANDER, WEDITERRANEAN THEATER:
Attentlen: Assistant Chiel of Staff, G=5.

Subject: Alleped Fasclst Propaganda in Children's Dook.

1. There ls inclosed Merewith for your information a léfted from
ralter M.Goldman of ilew York, M. Yi, and a review wrltten by him oh the
Itelian éhildren's book. "La Fidanzata De Plnocchio",

2. Mr, Goldman's letter hes been acknowledged by the Wer Department
and he was advised his information was being relayed to proper officlals
abroad,

Jl ]II ”H.ILI}HTHIE:,
lfajor General,
Director, Civil Affairs Division.

iﬂﬂlr
1ltr 5=10-44 from Y.
Goldman with review.
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512 West 112%h Street, Apt. 3A
New York 25, N.Y.

May 1C, 1944.

(FFICE OF WAR INFORMATION
Weshington, DsC.

Dear Sir:

Sinee 1 helieve that one of the tesk#of the Allied
Administration in literated territoriles consiste in purgirg
books from Fascist ideolopies, I teke the liberty of drawing
your attention to the Itelian children's book LA FIDANZATA
DE PINOCCHIO (Pinocchiofs Fiencee).

I heppened to read that brok some years ago in London
gndl 1ts obvious propependistic intention clonked in an "Inno-
cent Fairytele" caused me to expose it in an erticle called
FINOCCHIO TUHRNS FASCIST. The erticle was published in two
Enplish magezines, FREE BUROPE and WORID REVIEW, eas well as
in the New York monthly LIVING AGE under my pen-name W. 0 NMAYNE.

1 enclose herewith copy of my article for your in-
formation in cese you wish to advise the proper euthorities
in the Italien territories thus far occupled, respactively
those to be literated in the future, that thie book be with-
drawn from circuletion end eliminated from schools end libreries.

-

kespectfully yeours,
(epd) Welter M. Goodmen

walter M. Goodman.

P
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PINOCCHIO TURNS FASCIS T

By
WelGe MAYNE.

Some fifty vears ago, the Italian author Carlo Lorenzini,
called "Il Colloai," wrote his PINOCCHICO which hag delighted
children and parents alike, It ie full of advemture and has many
an insw@uctive moral mot only for children but also for grown-
upse &8 1l was doubtlese the author's intention to amuse and
educate children regardless of their nationality, there ie no
indicaticn, except for the names of Lhe characters, that lhe
setting is Italian., PINOCCHIO is simply a children's book
with a strong moral appeal. The author's political neutrality
has made 1is book one of the favorite fairytales of the wprld,
walt Dieney's cartoon-film revived ite fame and contributed a
great deal tw pinocchio's popularity in our days.

Contemporary Italy, where Pinocchio has always been a familiar
fipure, ils uging that widespread powpularily for political ends.
pinocchio, in a sequel publighed some years ago under the title
of PINOCCHIO'S FIANCEE (La Fidanzata de Pinocchio), is no longer
unconcerned with politics. He ie presented to Ttalian children
today as the model of & hundred-per-cent Fasclet.

The plot, in short, ie as folbows s

pinocchic, now & grown-up youni man, ie far from Florence
dediesting |\himgelf to engineering studies. & girl, made of
wood like himgelf and destined to be his wife, meets him on a
cea-trip after many adventures. They immediately fall in lGVH;{&‘l‘

and the happy end of the story may easgily be guessed.
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Within the frame of that slmple pleot, the author has put a
number of fipures that can be divided into two classes, namely
Italians and foreigners., The Italians are all ardent patriots,
and here the T'asciet gystem, the ugh the pen of the author, re-
vealg the political credo which it seeks to impose upon youth,
Love of country is not enough: it must be developed into a feeling
of superiority. The Itzliang in the fantasy are without epot
or biemish. They are all brave men and women who, on occasions,
stress their nationality and the pre-eminence of their people,
They are incapable of evlffil, because all Italians are Food,

The intention of the author is clear, Young readers are gradually
led toward super-patrioticm. The syetem, in order to plsy a
leading role in the world's affairs, must show that it is en-
titled to that dominance by prowving the superiority of its nation
and that a people all of vhom are honest, brave and virtuous hag
a divine right to leadership, This ig the educational purpose
of the book, and Itaiian youth, fed such doctrines, will as adultg
chauvinists be the most fervent adherents of fascism,

The author uses other methods to instill super-patriotism in
his readers. So far, he has drawn his Ttalian figures as models
endowing them with positive qualities worthy of imitation, thus
demonstrating the superiority of his people, PRut there is still
to be emphasized the inferiority of the others who, through excess
of negative qualities, supposedly provide conclusive proof of
Italian mpral supremacy. '

While all the Ttalian characters are angelic figures, the

foreigners are "devlich conspirators." French, English, NorLh {(;1!,“

and South Americans, Ccandinavians, Russians and others (with
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the exception of the Germans and Spaniards, of course), are drawn
ae criminals and thieves. They are porirayed as those who have
the money with whioh they try to exploit the genius of poor
Italy - here we have the official Fasecist theory of the "Have"
and "Have-Not" nations cleverly adapgted to the understanding
of children, The foreigners pursue their aim - unsuccessfully,
in the end - by all unscrupulous means, Thelr manners are ridi-
culed, their mental capacities belittled, They play the roles
of kidnappers and betray each other, Their mode of speaking 1s
puerile and their only thoughts are on money-making. For al-
though rich, they want to increase their riches by seizing the
Ttalian secret of creating beings from wood, which they are un-
able to do themeselves. But the brave Italians, however poor
they may be, do not want foreign gold, They invent people from
wood for its sake alone; their genius, unique in the world, is
not for sale,

There can be no doubt that contempt for all races, with one or
two excepiions, is thus implanted among young ITtalians. Childeen

reared on such prejudices will iater form the strongest pillars

of the Fascist system. It ig easy to mobillze them inFtreet
Kmow
demonstrations againsi nationes which they onlyvin such Versiongs.

For the system does not allow its people to travel abroad to any
great extent, for therg?giéht revige the opilnions so carefully
instilled in them by way of these ninnocent! fairytales.

This, then, is the first aim of the new PINOCCHIO: education
of children as super-patriots and fiture world-rulers. The ?f?qfﬁl

is to hold up Pinocchlio as a model-hero, The author depictis his

Fageist protagonist at the height of his heroism. For example,
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he has see his future bride on the s. p, but has not yet made
her acquaintance. The girl is insulted by a wicked foreigner,
this time an Arab of slglers. (A French subject, it is true, But
an Arab! The author seems to have forgotten the protective role
Ttaly has assumed over the Arabs, Surely a blunder!) During a
fete aboard the ship, Pinochio, the girl's noble protector, ad-
dresses the Arab in most offensive terms. The other challenges
him, but Pinocchio - the brave, the valiant, the hero of Fascibt
youth - refuses to fight a duel,

And now comes the interesting juncture that reveé%%gﬁascist
conception of heroism. To the cheers of his countrymen, Pi-
nocchio gives this reasen for his refusal to fight:

"First, I have every right to refuse to fight a duel because
you, a foreigner, have publicly offended an Italian girl on an
Ttalian ship. Therefore, you are unworthy of crossing the sword
with a gentleman,"

Most gentlemen would, of course, not content themselves wlth
mere talk in such circumstances. Put the Italian "gentleman'
prefers to use grandiose phrases. He is bound to tell off his
opponent, His strength lies in his skill of argument, By talk,
he intimidates his enemy. After a storm of applause from his
compatriots, Pimccchio continues:

"Secondly, our swords and our lives are consecrated to the
defense of our country."

It seems that the Ttalian girl (on Italian soil) is not part
of the country, and so does not deserve to be defended except by
words. But Pinocchio topg off his argument by a third reason,

which demonstrates that he is just the type fascism wishes Lo 9/ 1&1
€7 ~a

train, He says:
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npinally, punishment has already heen inflicted upon you by the

verdict of our publici"

And now the onlookers, the aclors, and the ship's crew join
|
; their hero in insulting and shouting down the Arab. Pinocchio

ende the scene by replying modestly to the Captain's congratulations

ag follows:

|
i
é T have done my duty. I was lucky in arriving before any other

l Ttalian who, however, certainly would have behaved quite the same

1:‘:’5-}"- n
There we are., Fescism shows the way the Italian youth are %o

go: the basis ig contempt and conceit, a profound sense of

heroism consists in bullying and threatening.,

superiority;
Fauselst

This scheme has worked parfect%f?n the past., Italy's

policy consisted of threats and big talk. Action was taken only

against opponents who had no chance to resist aggression that

'ﬁ followed the threats. Thus Abyssinia and Albania were subdued. j
France, So long as she appeared to be sirong, was mildly khkzexs |

| threatened; when she was prostratg her heroie neighbor stabbed

her in the back.

{ mut a wealness can be seen in this technique. Iingland and

1ittle Greece and Albania have proved that garruloug "heroes!" may

be subdued by the less conceited and lese talkative.

141v
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