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SECRET O 5

HRATEIUART SRS ATLITD CRMILGION

J:i-.'l :I::ll U- 39.’.‘. I-" .
PUBLIC SAFETY SUB coMOssIay  f [y 0
SECURITY DIVISION ol 5w v R et /

REN. . AO/14315/2/P5 22 June 1946

SUBRJIECT » Political hotivities

TO A/Director, ¥ shlie Safety Sub CommisSsion.

1. ith refererice to previous inforpation submitted during May and
incorporated in your report dated 21 liay L6 to the Executive Comnissioner,
paragrarh Be
r this date 1s was subsequently learned that one armoured
ga of the yirdstry of Intericr in RO,

fe AN aocordarce with } s 1 went to CENOGVA on 11 June Jb.
The following day T was able to arrange a visit to certain parts of' the
100 works on Gthe pretext of belng an interested visitor,

.'.'lll.-:. ]-E.ﬂ"u. |

P | i
"l b e

enr had been deliverad to B FATA

Jour instruction

ng agricultural

section which was manufactur
whioh

chtained by breaking up tanks, of

Pactured during the war period., I Saw no
tructed, I was informed by the

L. T wai shown over ol
ch 15

tractors, the metal Tor wivi
there are a larpe number, manu
sign of any armoured vehicles heing ocons
Director of thut particular section that works of such & nature ceased

with the war. Previously T had Leen told by an informant employed by the

fipm that some armoured cars were being made but after our visit to
this particular sogtion he told me he wag peferrin: to the period of the

Republicen [ascist Hegime,
5. I continued gnquiries on 1% June and contacted yarious informantss. L

T returned to HO on 11, June,
ther information and your instructions 1

6. In consequence of fur
returned to GENOVA on 18 June 196,
aarned that the firm of ANSATIDO

arom an unimpeschable source Il
f the Intericr to gubmlt &

71
invitation from the Ministry ©

had received an

tender for the construction of
a, 180 autoblinde (armoured cart) complete with tyres and

29
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tdérrets for machine ecuns,

b. 50 heavy autoblinde (armoured cars) complete with "SPA"
motorsa,

8. The vehicles will not be delivered until after five mnonths
of' the contract being sealed,

9. ARL/DO's héve construcied one vehicle and delivered it to the
Ministry of Interior Por approval and sugrested modifications,

0. There appears to have heen soue difficulty in the early stapes sm
the "GPA" firm of TURIN would not agree to manifacture engines asn they
considered it was "war Material', but they have now apperently asreed,

14 ll. The vehicle already delivered was made at the "Stabilimento
S 113 i Frassatl in GENOA-NULTEDOM. The Director of this plant is & certain
'} il Ing, FADULA,

1=« I am informed that a representative of ANJATDO's visited RO
this week to discuss the contract,

13« It in also learned from a reliable source that the firm of BREDA
have al=so been approachsd, |

14+ I have had no direct contact with the Directorz o ANGAIDO or

have I made any enquiries of tha Ministry of' Interlor, I await your
further instructions.

12« I reapectfully suggest that this is a flagrant breach of the
Armistice terms in as much that one vehiole has already been construoted
and tends to show how easy it is for larpge armament firms to eontimie
making prohibited arms and the lack of Allied supearvision,

ALK BIIYS,: o/ !
Captain, '
saeurity Division.
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Reports are continuing to reach these HY from all sides of the arming

ol the various parties or politlcal groups, of plans for coups de main
before, during or after the electlons, nnd of threats to resort to force
on the part of this group or the other. It 1s expected that such reports
will grow in intensity and number end will undoubtedly be current in
various parts of the country.
lllilr"-.*:__,...
At 2 tims puch g% this such reports must be expected. It is

estimated that at least two milllon of the e¢ivil population ere armed --
gome heavily same lightly. The electione and the referendum on the
institutional question are imminent:! The food (cereal) situstion hes never
been so grave, There 15 intense disappointment over the feilure to produce
e Feace Trealy in FParis &nd such agreement as was reported echieved by the
Oouncll of Four, vlz the Itallan fleet, haa not induced any optimism as to
the terns of any treaty which may eventuate.

It 15 natural thersefore that the main politicael groups should, in
Athis ﬁ-&riud of instability, eye esch other with grave suspleion. This takes
the Torm of' charges that the other side ie preporing an armed coup de main,
armed interference in the elections,-er -Lil"ﬂl'ﬂﬂ registance to the outcome of
the electiong. Thers is no doubt that certain small extremist proupe are
tallcing about the use of foree to gain thelr politleal ends but there is no .
real evidence that this 1s anything more than talk. Wiblte parols, pochi h
fatti. " And 1% must be remembered that the Itallens are an emotional people
who vﬂiu@ulw thelr consciences by weaving theatrioel coups which they L:u::-wrjﬁgu

have practically no chance of being implemented. :,; ,
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i On tha other hanﬁﬁtha &;Lneral tension and the mrinﬁa whispering osmpalgns that

this perty or that party &8re plapning coups de medin hes ceused several of the political

groups €O organize armed defonalve measures to counteract thelr opponenta’ poasible

regort to force.

The British Embassy racently received & report that a sertaln Monarchist group
had a cut and dried plan and the extrocts froa B report on the aotivities of the
HAndetry of the Interior and the Questura ol Rome pttached herato glve an instance of
what 1g being done by the left wing.

the potentiaml denger ol & clash, when various groups ar1e praparing defensive
measures of foree in the halief that the other side will take the initietive, 1

Srov sk N

abviocus. The risks ypherent in the fact that iinister of Interior 18 ﬂﬁfummﬂutﬂt-ﬂnd
{s pe-snforeing his pollce ppente (a8 opposed to the ¢ORR) with Left wing partigianl
are no less grave. (4 small clash betviesn tﬂéﬁgﬂliﬂﬁ agents and the QCORR occurrad in
Rome on May 2hth).

put there ieg undoubtedly & real and growing desire on the part of tlie 1talians
to prove thet they are capeble of holding their netionul elections and the referendum
in a democratio atmosphere of tranquillity: this ig instenced by the recent delibera-
tiong and pronouncoments by the Counclil of léinisters and confirmed by contact with all

i

] 4 1
alssges of Itallans. ﬂﬂtﬂéﬁ%“ﬂﬂPTEmﬂﬁbﬁgfihﬂi the Itelian ildea of trenquillity id not
" s . * L‘I!

recepsarily entirely the same Hd the Anglo-fmerican interpretation. Tt 1is to be hoped
that the moderatlon desircd by the greot ma jority of the people Will not be overccme DY
the impetuosity of the extranist minority.
1t is suggested therefore that reporis and ruuours which will reach Allied
authorities espsecially on the next fortnlght ghould be apcepted with TeROTVE gnd in the
light of the lack ol peal disorder et the ndministrative elections and the whole pariod
gince the Armistice and on the asswapticon that the ltellans are an emotional theatrical
paople who are really trying to aatablish themselves 1in a democTatic Europe. qﬁfi“
- -
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| ATLLIED CONMISSION HEADLLARTERS
Publie Safety Sub-Commlssion

\&

AFO 394
21 MAY 455
SUBJECT : FPolitlicel Activity.
O s Executlve Commissiolier,

(throush Vice President, CokaBe)

| | i [ £ Jol ity
I' : .-_1_I;I . g o s L Lo . PR da s |' I':. [ .’ i) . :|- 4
Is JEHEEEHtlH information has been received [rom

reliable ﬂmufcaa rerarding the activities of Iielian Pﬂliticalmf
Bodleg, . =
L It will be appreciated that the sources of the
information cannot he dlsclosed, and the information as shown
below hag not, and in many casesg cannot be verified at the
pregsent time, but there is good reason to believe thuat the main
substance is true. |(

24 During the evening of 9th. May, 1946, the day onu
which King Victor Emmanuel's abdication was aunounced, &
meeting was held at the Minlstry of Interlor which lasted until

MLCALENLS A1l +he Chief Officers of Police at the Ministry
and the Questura in Rome were present, including Doctor FERRARI,
Director General of P.S., but excluding the Carabinlere.

The meeting was apparently convened to decide
upon the zction to be taken at a Monarchist demonstration which
was belng held the followling day (Friday, I0th.).

I+ is allezed that Di Cesare (Deputy to Dr.
Ferrari) monopolised the conversation, Ferrari rarely sgpesking.
De Cepars is reported to have said "You must oxrder your men to
fire, whatever the uniform the others are wearing. Can you
anawer for your men'", VERDIANI, the Questore of Rome replied
"Yegh, De Cesare then sald that the Partisans at the Police
Jchools should be armed and that although he believed the
Allied Authorities had plaeced a veto on additiona]l FPartisans
being drafted into Rome for training, they the Police Juthorities,
would find & way to evade the veto.

3 Verdiani later saw the officers of the Questura
and +told them his orders to use firesrms must be obeyed
irrespective of who formed the opposition, whether the uniform
was Blue, Field Green or Khakil.

. il |

4o Cn the I0th. llay, 1946, & llonarchist ‘?!‘}H”
Demonstration was held outside the guirinale and later moved 10
the Viminale (Ministry of Interior building) where a reguest

3 N

— - - -
;—\.Hml‘lmﬁ-__ —— - o e T

S SRm——— .




:nl' iy | .I

T '-I.
e 10

K L
A 'II il il A
Rttt - .

. }

Declassifiod E.O. 12356 Sect
b , At Segtion 3A.3/7NND No 7 0% 0/ :
-.-l ! | I I i i o L :I '. l|'-IIl o |

request was made for the Royal Flag to be hoigted over the
building. The request was refused and later the crowd dispersed
without eny incident.

4. The same evening the Questore issued an OYAaex
(copy attached Ia) in which he deplored the lack of initiative
ori the part of the police 1in failing to bresk up the
demonstration, and ordering them to take firmer sction in

Puture usging ell means according 1o 1law.
The order as it stands cannot be criticiged, but

i+ ig alleged that the original draft ealled upon the police
to open fire on the crowds, but on the advice of other senior
officers the order was amendeds

5 On the morning of the I1the. 2 1aTrEe gounter-
demonstration organised by the Anti-lMonarchists, wag held at
the Piazza del Popolo. All firms were cireularised by the
vedepation of Lebouy calling upon them 0O release thelr
employeea +to enable them %O at+tend the dempnstration.
novernment vehicles were used to convey demonstrators to and
rrom the meeting. DITater the crowd marched +to the Viminele,
carrying glogans and shouting "Death to the King". No actlon
was taken by the police to disperse the procession or to
prevent it taking place.

T+ is significant that the procession was
preceeded and followed vy detechments of the Police Mlying
BQuads e

O Armoured Cars,

At the prescnt time it 1s alleged that the
guestura in Rome has 40 armoured caras,fand further thet 270 |
new armoured vehicles are o oraer Prom the "Ansaldo" factory |
in Genoe. Another reports puts the number as 240, A third :
report aays 230 from +he Breda factoriesd A British Armoured _
car is in the garage of the Ministry of Interior, Via Tomasso 4
Cempanelo, Rome, and 1is being converted to give 1% the |
appearance of an Itallan type vehicle, |

During the recent demonstrations Armoured Cars
were located ag followsi-

4 &t Ministry of Interior, Fragine Viminale.

3 " Questura, Via wan Vitalaa

4 " P.S.Barracks, Via Pietro de Cortona. |
4 " WMinietry of Interior garage, Via Tomagego Campanellc
o ® P&, Barracks, Via Ruffini. .‘)53; |
2 W P,5, Barracks, Via Caltegirone, |
2

" .8, Barrazcks, Via S.Euseblo, |

(2) J_
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5 at+ Quirinale gquare, Palogno Respiglion'.
2 " 01d Questurz Building, Via 5,59+tefano dsl Cacco.
T+ ig believed thut 15 others were at the MINLstIy
of Interior GATAgE.
7. Police Schools.

The Ministry of Interior has applied to the
Ministry of Transport Tor 40 trucks to transport the FPartisan
Cpdets in the FPolice School at Netiuno to Rome.

S Petrols.

I — e —

There is a serious shortage ol petrol eéspecially
for the armoured CaTrS.

T+ ig @lleged that the linistry of Interior has
applied to the Army for 60,000 1Litres.

Varzano, the Chief of the Minigtry of Interior
garage, has been instructed to purchase g8 pnuch petrol as

possible on the Blaclk Market. A 1arge amount wag brought to the
miver Police Station on the lsola Tiberna on I6&th, Ilay.

Q. Arme .

T+ is slleged that the Ministry of Interior has,
Auring the lest few days, acquired IB00 (Beretta small type)
Tommy Gune and hase igsued 800 of these to the Questura in Rome, \
+he remainder being stored 1in the police gchool at Via Guido /

RE0 1 T+ is further alleged that the whole of these
Tommy Gung were shtained from the Beretta Fec toTy at Gardone "
near PBrescia, under the subteriuge of 'repaired weapons'. ,
Actually they are nearly all new 1942 models. | i
In connection with this matiexri- On I3th. Lay, | t
1946, in conseguence of en application by the Minigtry of 1 i
Interior for permission ©O supply more than 6,000 automatic
carbines to the Questura, 1 asked Doctor Ferrari for a return |
of +he numbers of automatic arms at present in pospession of
the force and on the I9th. he replied giving the figures asi-

Heavy Machine Gunsg 5077 |
Light i & 3< :
' Mitre 4448 }

T4 is obvious that these flgures are not ineluslve
for the whole of Italy, @8 it 1s fairly certein that the numbers
held by the Questure in the North (many of whose personnel are
Eﬂ—ptrtiﬂaﬂﬂ} re not known to the authoripies in Ruma.r;r1]_ .

T+ was significant that on IT7th. Nay, whett ‘ﬂt—* ¥he ”
invitation of Dr. Ferrari, I visited the Police Bchool at

( 3)
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at +he Ferdinanda Savoia Barracks, & sscticn of the Policse
Flying Squad was drawn up for ingpection, I noticed that gach
man wes armed with a Tommy Gun, the majority of which were
cbviougly new. When I commented on the fact that the men
appeared to be well armed, Dr. Ferrari velunteered the |
information that every man in the Reparte Celere (Fiyving Squad ) '
which consists of 4 companies of 320 each company, wa3d LOW
symed with a Tommy Gun, making a total of 1280, In addition each
compaily had 5 heavy machine guus end & military truck moiutt g
2 light machine guns.

[This Wwas the First intimation this Sub-Comnission
hed, that the Public Safety Agents were 80 armsd, and there is J
1ittle doubt that the information Was volunteered by Dr.ferrari '
ag he rvealised some of the facte must be disclosed in his repord®
mentioned aboves|

It is alleged that at the present time 1in Rome ,
the Questura are armed with a total of 2,205 avtomatlic arms, J

apart from heavy machine guns. |

10, liestings.

I+ has been a1leged that durding the afternoon of
I6+h. Moy, & meeting was held at Via Qondotti lNo.61, Home,
occupied by & S1gnor Foschini Torquato. There were presenti-

Signor SARALGAT, Socizlist. Bx Ambagsador to T'rence.
-+ COMANDINI, Action FParty.
c MINUTOLO, N i
and 2 members of the Communist Party (names unuknown). |
At the mecting plans were digcussed for the 1
sgizure of the Queen and Crown Prirce. The Iezagons for such |
contemplated actlion are not KUOWI. J

IT. Arrests. | |
Arrests in Rome during the week ending IQﬁEf&ﬁ 4
were 468, This number ig in excess of the previous weeks total '
by I40, ajthough reported crimesa had decreased. i
This bears out to & certain extent, reports 1
(unconfirmed) of extensive arrests of monarchist supporters ﬁ

duritng the past WCeEKe 1

124 With regard to the reported arrests, Dr. Ferrari
informed me that he had definite information that the |
Monarchists were plotting to seize power., He gald that high
vranking ex-officers of the Carabiniere and officera of .the
righting services were involved. He did not mention thair_;anra
cprests had been made but said that the tension between the

parties was growing homrly, |

( 4) ik
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50 far as he wWas conicerned he felt that whichever
arty suaceded, he Ferrari would be removed &8 €ach part
1 P

thought he favoured the gide of the other.
Ags regards the Left Party, he said the suthoritlies

were well aware that they were well aymed, organised, and

ready +o take ingtant counter achtlolls

I3. On 24th. Nay, large demonstrations are expected to
ake place in Rome in commemoration of Italy's eantry 1nto the

war .

Tt is thought that olashez may occur between rival |
political factions and in conseguence police reinforcements |
are veing hrought into Rome as & precavtlonary measures These
include the Cadets from ‘he Police Schonl at Nettuno. (Copy of
mesture Order attached 2a),

4. The serious view taken by the Government of
possible serious disturbances may be judged by & plan for the i
defence of the Palazzo Viminale and prepared by the Qguastore :
of Rome. ¥loborate precautions are being teken which may or may
not be necessary. Tanks and machine gung will be used if the
: gituation reguires.
T+ is evident the authporitles are fully prepared
For force to be used by oihe or a1l of the opposing political
parties.
iDe Changes in Senlior Police pesitlons are belung made g f
and it ig helieved othera are contemplated. Generally it seems | ;
that the officers earmarked for rémoval are thoge with i '
suspected Rightesat tendencies, They are being replaced by men 1
reputed to belong 1o +he Teft., They are chogen by the Miniater : X
ROMITA« \ -
'} |
16 T+ will be appreciated that the Foregoing is : f
informetion which may well be coloured., It is very evident that 1 |
ach side suspects the other of intending to effect a Coup ﬂ'Eta1§

which resulte in & crop of TUMOUI'S. ¢
A11 the references to Police in this report reler |

htﬂ the Agenta of Public Safety and ot te Carabhinlere, .

L L7 ™he contents of this report have heen obtained

(S from various confidential sourcen and is submitted with a view
to acqueinting you of the informetion geined by +hig Sube-
Commission. It is again gtressed thet the above pointsa genaot
he verified, but the sources have been found generally reliable

in the paste my o oituation will be closely :ﬂﬂtﬂhﬂﬂ and TE‘L"’%Q

- » e '}
—om 8§

-'i'I- - T --.i;'h'rl e =y

submitted From time to time.
/7T Rk, Colonel.
(5 5s) fPﬁﬂting Director,
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SHRTNE ¢ KNIV May = Anniversary of entry to wer - Hequest Tor re~inl’orcementi,

L
T0 ¢ LT, liead of Folice
H 5. The Prefect
and {or into
T4, Col. i lhouse - G.Vitale = Roie.
m Llhie 2ith inst vt 11,00 hrs, by initiative of the ranbatant Aspociation
- b

(Mirhters,iutilated 8 a'L iers, Veterans and rarbisans ) o gread manifestation will
tal-e slace in howsce of the Un'movm Holdicr owiyg to the amniversary of the
vlf'trtl ll.'ju.._'h W HE T 1 ':.;"1 '"|.--i 'i‘

t 10,30 hrs, the Canbalant and ﬁu'i;.‘al:u.-':.ﬂﬂ oldiers Associalion will aathex
in Piasun _.-.;,_.\pcm 1%, the Veteran and Pavtisan Asgocistions in Fiazsa del
Colledio Iiomriia, 11,00 has, all thoee assen ﬂ}]{—ﬂ will then form two coluums
nid, headed by & band will so to Plazza Venezia nnd depose = wreath on the Altare
delln 45 -'H"'- s

Wil et '.;'| Haraa del '-:;'u-l. yvidoe Lio  arwl L]lE:I"J. 0 Lo the _11.1.'-.11"';.1 delln :.'2'.‘1,'-1"'3_-.‘:1, F!-"‘!!'Z-I"hl:-,"

hePore the srrivel o the eoluwms, which will be led ly the Federil rogidents of
the Associntions,

mee Ehe wreaths have been laid, the mapbers of bhe Government will leave
and tlie assenmbly will dissolve.

msides the Canbatants “ssociutions the intervention af admost all the
nolitical parties is Teoresecr,

‘or the sfternoon of tho same day, the followers of the various political

ovenents, momrohists, with veterans, aumded and, a3 usual, military of the
different uwrgies (where the nilitory auboorities ﬂn not take action to aveid) will
meet in Piasza del Fopolo and afber the meeting will file of'f in parade order

fa 1
to Fiasen ‘enesis in front of the Uinknown Gol L'llﬂr and then go to ths Duirinale,

where they will dis: li':']"l.l"L '{'Gm’hn-- to apgreements taken with General Beanoivenja
md his colluborators in g:ﬂ oroanisation,

“hege, with gpeci ge, will ecompete with the B2, suthorities G0
control Lhe onderly ﬂrvtﬁ.r:m mm oo e e t.d’*:l‘.-ﬁ.hi:ﬂ, but, owing to the existing
tersiom botween tlie Vonareiic and Renublican tendency, bhe imuinence of the
{_""1 eckions, the various inter un-'I 4Tone given to the manifestations, the possibility

f disturbences is nol to be oxcludeds

T order to provide for the gexviees of order and public sl foty, it 15
neeessary Lthat khe “uesturs have ot dispooul posgible contingenta of Fiblic Force
to af'vont enarpebically any eventuw:l occcurrence and Lo safe= uard and re-establish

pabliec order, whereas, though gu: ywresains all other services vwhich are not of

exbr: a~ovclinary Lportinoee, :Lt can rely on 15600 moen of the Yorps of 'lIIf-" P, 5. (axrds,
700 00, ., 15002, 1, , beaides u small muonber of sailors argl poldiers of the. dix

Fores
In order to be in & position to take any eventuil action, I kindly ask you tO
ot at the disposal of this offioc the following, i whatever munber popsible,

2hK ¢

enbers of Lhe Covernuent will also feke pavt in the ceremony, who, at 10,/.5 hrs
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i 1, 'The cadeta of Lhe local Techniecal police Eﬂiiff."t;'i]. of Rome,
2, 'The cadets of the techniconl police school of Nettuno, Thu@e _E!.lmulﬂ he
brought on vehicles and he ready by GL.. 00 hrs of the 24th inst, Once
their necessity is over ey should be taken back to tleir school,
% The GG, kiR, mttalion of lente Mario .
Hlease approatch the Antiatries of Yar - Mavy and Adr to tale on i-nifﬂrﬁst,
sn thot all the militery atationod in Rome be kept to barracke at the disposal
of this office for any eventusl wid,
: The Luestoxre
Mire Verdioni,
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R. QUESTURA DI ROMA

Gabinetto
Roneo 00481 10 Way 1946.

URGENT
N. 013711 Gab. A.4.B.

Today during the Monarchic manifestations the Police services,
disposed by me, did not funetion es prescribed in yesterday's
ordnanoce.

The orowd, after having demonstrated at the Quirinale, was
ehle to form & procesuion through the streets of the city, whereas
T had given dispositions that such &n occsurrence should, by all
means be svoided end the necessary Police Forces were at the
disposition of the hcads of the services.

Ho blockades were disposed which by mesns of the Reparti Celexi
and horses could have avoided the demonstrators from going 1o
Pibzza Viminale where they osused @ hostile demonstration and where
some, even though a very small number, succeeded in jumping over
the getes without giving the agents a chence to stop them, as would
have been easy having the means at disposal.

T was obliged to personally intervene and unfortunately I hed
to notice the lack of initiative, energy and technique on behalf of
the officers, Agents elc.

In this morning's meeting I had recommended thet during such
demongtrations, the intervention shonld teke plece with the meximum
of energy using 2ll the means necesSsSary, as long as the prefixed
purposes were sttained.

While I deplore today's beheviour, I invite Officers and Agents
to form & new mentelity and the necessaly technique which both
concur in being able to affront such situations which dming to the
slackness of the Police may burst out into oOnsSequEnces, very serious
for the llation,

I remind you that the interventions must bear e conciliative
action until the masses show a decided will of violence and in such
case meximum energy with determined intervention using ell meaus
acoording to the Law.

The Questore
Oiro Verdiani.

PHH4

Transletion eag/
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