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HEADQUARTERS ALLIED CONMIGSION
Public Sofoety Sub Comnmicslon
ﬁ:0394

AC/ 14057 /83 Tel 1 489081-365

Y

25 February 1946
QUBJECT 3 Trial of Genersl HMovamml EBEoFPOLITO

T0 t Jilnistyy of Interior
(Atts Dirvocior Genaral of A |
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Copy to Chief Legal Officer
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CRINTNAL INVESTIGATION DIVISION

HEADQUARTERS CONFIDENTIAL,
VENEZIA GIULIA POLICE FORCE ;? :
: 13 CORPS _
Tel N. 4800 T e
FILE MNa, vGP/TU/d-GB
e frisl - General Giovanni ESPOSITO . 22 Feb, w6

Alcom - Public Safety Sub Commission
(For attn. Ministero dell/Interno)

Ref Ninistry of Interior letter AGR/Sez 4/500/
/70342 dated 26th January 1046,

The mdviee of Chief Legal Officer A.M.C. -
Venezia Giulia, has been obtained in reference to contents
of a/q letter and detailed hereunder is reply to the gue-
rie¥si-

1. The accused is charged Jointly with 12 other
personsg under Proclamation 5 (1 Allied Gazet—
tey, P.16), with the following offensess
Treasone; Accord and Communication with the E-
nemy and Collaboration. These offences asre defi-
ned in Articles 51, 54 and 58 respectively, of
the WMilitary Penal Code of War, The possible
penalty for the first two offensed is death.

2. The Special Court of Assize established pro-
perly mssumed and has jurisdiction of the ca-
8e under Proclamation 5, Article 1, Section 2.

3o This Division is informed that the Formal Inve-
stigation (Istruttoria), has been completed and
that the formel trial will take plece sometime
in March, 1946.

It is the considered opinion of the Chief TLe=-
gel Officer that, for reasons of legal procedure and policy,
the venue of trial must be within Venezia Giulie end therefo-
re the trial will be set befors Special Court of Assize - Po-
lace of Justice = TRIESTE.

Yor the Chief of Police

AcMeGs = Trieste . Supt.A.I.Ds
(Attn. Major A.E. Gold)
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MINISTRY OF INTERICH
Pobe deneral Direction

AJG.Rs DivVe 4th Sect. nome, 29/12/1945
.'I:Il?_i, 'I:j
M. 50C/78474 To: ALLIED CONMISSTON

Sub Comnission of P.Se
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SURJNCT: General Giovenni X ZosTT0 son of late 7oplido.
Penal proceedin =

mnclosed herewith, for any action yOu deem opportune,
i@ memorandul concerning grounds, which make 1t unadviceable
to celebrate at Trieste trial in course against above named.

we should appreciate comiunication of measures adopted.

for the Vinister

s/ Ferrari
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Declasnified B.0. 12356

( Trenslation M.B. )
. W

MEMNORANDUN

Penal proccedinzs are being held by the Trieste Extra-
ordinary Court of Asgize azainsi General Giovanni ESPOSITO
son of late Zopito, born at Loreto Aprutino ( Teramo district )
ot the 18th Mey 1082. Above nemed General, who ls awarded with
a6ld MNedaille (Lybian War 1911-12), Savoia lilitary Order,
Silver Medmille snd two Bronze lledailles as well as with the
silver Nedaille for civil bravery (med. al valor civile),
is charced with having been g collaborationist.

It is not known, which are the errors Gen. Egposito
may have comnitted when, after the escape from Trieste by
the Army Conriender Gen. FERRERO snd his Staff, he remained
alone at Trieste and had to face a caotic, most difficult and
painful situastion. Trieste, at that time, was a gort of =
gatherine-centre for thousand and thousand digpleced persons,
comingz not only from Carso end Istria, bub algso from Slovenien,
Croatia and even from the Dalmatian Coast and lontenezrc.

People, who sre well mcquainted wlth Gen. Fapeaito,
unanimously affirm thet he always acted like a good Itelien,
devoting himself to the protection of the publiec order and
above all to the Assistance and Aid organizationg. lLater on,
eg Regional Commender of the Venezis Fiulia, he alweys kepd
defendinz and claimingz the Itelianity of that moat Italian
Rezion.

Anyway, no matbter what accusations he is charged with,
and whatever may be the ilssue of the trial, only one thing
ig abgolutely necessary.

The trial must not end cennot be celebratied a% Trieste,
FOR ITALY'S SAKE.

The trial is beinz held also azainst former Career
Officers of the Itelisn Adbmy. While the Tteliana at Trieste
dayly end desperately figzht for the Italiayity of thelr beloved
country, it is impossible to hold there a public trial againat
an Ttelian General and Italian Officers; it is impossible 1o
leave them at the mercy of Slav Popular Iudges and of &
furiously enti-itelian erowd. The local press, which is elready
ferocious azainst ud, would use this trial as & burning
propagands gtuff azainst Italy. ALl this cen mean a DEATH
STROCKE for the Itelignity of that town, as the trial shall
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. certainly heve [ big ripercussion, and behi 4 any doub®
4 demongtrations shall be arranged during each gegsion by all
those, who BI'e directly or indirectly interested to the

dsnaturalizetion of the town.
A1l this must be absolutely prevented, FOR ITALY'S

SAKE.

Tt ig necessary to esk for the interverntion of the 1
Allied Authorities in order TO obtain thet the trisl mey be
held in Itely, by some T+alian Court of Assize, where Ger .
Esposito shall be aentenced or absolved, prescinding from
any political reasons, only in consideration of what he did

for or ezaingt hls country. a

Vilan, 16 November 1745
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