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HEAD TARTERS ALLIED OGOOnIIon
Public Safeby Sub-Cowmiasion
AFQ 794

Tel: LA9081-416

AC 1301 /73 22 Auguct 1644
SJUDTECY :  Press onorta,

TIIF} ‘ - n- 'l'u. w P‘ Cl,
Venezin Giulin Folice ™

1s Forwarded herewith for your information is o ooy

of the Rono swerican Newspaiser in which it a letter to the Riitor
(page L) from Filvwrd A, Crale oomvertbing on bhe loasn of U, N, A.R.A,
cupplios nt Trieste,

xR e = - e i = " L & T
his may Le of interest $o you

BI3/ae Acsing Dirootor,

1 anol,

D i .
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HEADQUARTERS

VENEZIA GIULIA POLICE FORCE
13 CORPS

File No: VGP /10 / 1 Date: & Auzust 46

Subject: Preas Announcemen ta

To :  HQ Allied Commission (Itely)
(attn Col, “E. J. Bye, Director, Punlic Sarety Sub-Commisgsion)

Copies to; Reference your letter. message dated
Attached documents forwarded :
For information and necessary action please
For investigation and report
For note and forward as indicated
For perusal and refurn, please
For reporr and completion
For any action considered necessary, please

: Remarks: Attached hereto for your information and
records is a copy of a réport handed by me to SCAO this HQ protesting
agaimst.rhe recent statement by Nr, Guardia from belegrade in
connection with so-called UNRRA thefts in this area, Incidentally,
police records have been placed in the hands of the authorities here
which shew conclusively that policing is etfective znd hat’ the
extent of the larcenies is far from being elarming.) /—

/-‘/ hlbocT o

G. RicKardson, 11:4:817,3
] A\

Rank and Appimt: SCARQ

Signature:
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ALLIED MILITARY GOVERNMENT - PUBLIC SAFETY DIVISION

13 CORPS
VENEZIA GIULIA POLICE FORCE

sz Hendquartera DIVISION

TELNe.t 5347 Trieste
REF- Mot YGP/10/1.

JECT: - :
YR rreass Announceaemento

TO '
The Senior Civil Affaijrs Officer,
HQ Alldied WNilitary Government 13 Corps.

la Peference im made to &n article appesring in colum 1,
page 4 of the British Porces newspaper 'Union Jeck' dated
3 August 46 which purports to he & reprcduction of a
gtaterent hy Fr. Ta Guardis, Tirector General of UNREA,
At Pelgrade on 23 July 46 relative to alleged wholes=sle
larceny of UNHRA commodities in Zone 'A' of Venezia
Giulia - = copy of the article in quezation is attached,

Your varticunlar attention ig drawn to that portiorn of
the statement which reeds :-

"Felicing is insufficient and inseffective., The
condition 1s not sparodic. It indicates an
organised aystem of pilfering and robbery to
guch an extent that it could not be carried out
without the knowledge or commivence and ¢cllusion
of those very forces supposed to be protecting
those shipments,.'

The first part alleging insufficient and ineffective
policing is accapted as the uttersnce of a misinformed
person who hes failed to check up on the informetion

he hes received, but that part of the statement underlined
is viewed by thisYlivision with grave concerm - not mere
is it en inference that the lew enforcement authori A
thie Zone, nemely, the Veneszie Giulia Police Force, 1s v
involved in the 'supposed' heavy larcenies, but is an
accusation that they are directly imwplicated,

On behalf of my Allied colleagues of the Venezia
Giulia Police Force and the indigenous personnel of the
service, T hereby wmeke formal protest.in regard to this
unsubstantiated and unwarranted sattack upon the charscter
of the Force end thus upon our personsal charsctera - this
ias the one end only view we can ithke of this atutement
if the 'reporting in the newapapver be correct.
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A review of 1@ constitution of the Venegis Ginlis

t
Polica Force shews t all genlor positiors in that Force
are held by Sritieh and Amerizan Qffiscers Fracticelly
without exception these Officers are
who have given leng anc ioyal service
rank in the Ciwil Police Servicas of
Countries. A9 8 Tresult of such servic
seconded Tor gpecial duty to commimaioned renka 4in
Armed Forces of the United Vingdom snd the United
ol Awerica snd to my versonal kmowlaedge they
out those duties with exircome keannesa, energy, without
fear or favour ond without regard to themselves, Coneequently,
1% will he apprecisted how we cne and all reect to theme
now well publicised 'accusetiong' of duplicity and
dishonesty - we are bound by military reguletions and at
the same time by the regulations and procedure of our
regpective Police Services and thus cannov commence action
for redresna, Had we been civilians unhampered by wmilitary
and police resulations our course would have been clesr - the
ine ti tution of proceedinzs +n a Court of Taw for defamation,

We appreciate fully thet the respongible authorities
m this area are aware of the condi tions here and that r.
Ia Guardie's 'socusations' are corpletely beselsss. Ta such
the case in the UK and the USA to which Comntries 1 understond
thila atatenent hag been bhroadceagt ?; I venture to 88y no, 1%
i= n Gre ARe and unlege the situation is clarified there
1]

ia good yYengaon to sAume rmuch harm w be done to the

1
cers who some day will return 7]

23 In those Coun ries,

20 Iar I have dealt omly with Allied Perscanel of the
Venegzia Giulia Police Force mnd now mention must be made
of the indigenous personnel of the force, They likewime
nave worked unstintingly in the intereats of law and order
tdeapite what our meny eritios may smy — facis and fdzuresn
prove this. layhe) politicsl partiality has been 2 hewn
in & few Inatences, bhut I dafy any person or bedy ot £
Rersons to prove genersl dishonesty amongst the 3:011&3.454
ihe indigenous personnel of the Forco are very indignant
concerning theose allegations snd T must agrae that they
have every right to be 80,

In inging this matter to your novice and in making
formal protest, I am duty bound o ask that ;-

(2) Mr, Ia Guerdia be oalled upon to produce
evidence in support of his accusationy of
cur dishenesty, failling whioh to retract




roege Mo,

his statement pahlicly snd offer
Bn apology to the Vemezia GFiulia
Felice Force as n whole, or

if the article appearing in the
'Union Jaok! 4is a misrepresen thtion
of whet was spid then the editor he
called upon to rectify this by press
publication,

In eoncluding, 1 would Tike to add that we would
welcome an investigantion by & competent and iwmvartial
oltside authority into these alleged wholesnle larcenies
of UNRRA preperties with whizch Kr, Is Gurrdim infers
pollce are involved - all assistence would he given
by every member of the Venszin Giulia FPolice Poras,

P

=

G, Eiﬂhérﬁann, Lt Col.,
sJenior Civil Affairs Police Officer,

Copy to Director, Public wofety 83/C,,
HQ Alcom (Italy).
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