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i 26 October 46.
SUBJECT : Bagni di Tvoli (Rome) - Excitement amonget workers.

TO

CF

Public Safety S/C A.C.

In Baeni di Tivoli (Rome) at ahout © houre of the
ofth inst. abput 300 workers of the local 'Stacchini' Powder
Fectory went cCn strike within the establichment with & view
+to ohtaining &b improvement in pay.

The strikers moreover, agked for an indemnity
on danger, of 50 lire per day - insurance for the war striken
families - the revisioning of the salaries of the employees -
indemnities for those specialised workers - clothing for the
+orkers who work on the exploglives - agsistance from corporations-
a firm infirmary and the participation to the agricultural
organisation exiating within the egtablishment.

The strikers morecver, fearing that the owner of the
powder factory m¥ght call the lock out, closed the gate so as
not to let the workers out and to ortain complete adhesion
from the workmen.,

In the afternocon of the same day, they tried to take
pogsession of the arms of the sworn guards in charge of the
aurveillance, without succeeding though, owing to the intervention
of the leaders of the very agltation,

Tinally 1t was astated that the workers intended to settle
their economical conditions with the owner of the egtablishment,
Comm., Giovanni s+tmcchinl, and that they would not abandon the
factory until he (the owner) renched Bagni di Tivolil (Rome ).

The intervention of the chamber of Labour of Rome and of
the representatives of Comm. Stacchini, have notv given any
results.

The situation is tense.

The Ministries of War, Tndugtry and Commerce have heen
informed.

Commen ding Ueneral
/8/ Brunetti.
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SUBTLCT: Incident et the Viminal Palace, [uating of
Questor Ciro VERDIANI

l. The Viminael Palace has been the natural target of
public démonstrations since it is the seat of the Ministry of
the Interior, of the Council of linisters, of the Presidency
of the Fﬂunnil apd of various inter-ministerizl committees.
For this reazon Guestor VERDIANI prepared s detailed plen for
the defense of the building, This plan, (copy ettached), was
carefully engineered eand studied, end illustrates great =kill
in the technique of preserving public order., By means of =
telephonic order, the whole plan or a variation of it could be
put into Immediste effect.

ce The plan wes used several times during the pre=alectoral
period and continually during the two-week period of the elections.
oince then it has been used frequently, either in part or in its
entirety, in some cases unnecesgarily.

de IT wac not the Cuestor alone, tut the Central Folice
Headquarters and the Government itself which adjudzed the neces-
sity of epplying the plan and pave the order for its application.
haturally the Government is &t ell times tetter informed than
the Luestura econcerning the general gituation and the danger of
any di sruption of publiec order for political or finencial ressons.

| 2e On the morning of 9 Cctober, the plan was not put into

. effect, It is noteworthy that the Govermment hes alwevs been
opposed to pollee measures nimed at maintaining publie order en
the grounda that & show of poliee forceo mekes the rovernment un-
popular, Misinterpreting the spirit of demceracy, the Covernment
as always prevailed upon the police to intervene herdly at all

¢ in public demonstrations, The Guestor had received frecuent in-

| structions Lo this effect.

D« In the case of the 9 October inecident, the kinistry
. of Publie Weorka snd all the Government of'fices were better in-
Tormed regerding recent developments than the “uestura, since
the matter concerned the fate of tens of thousands of workers
employed in tasks involving btillions of lire.

-

bs The gr:-v;rnmental machine has given evidence of serious
shortcomings in its functloning, sinco elther it is true that
the lilnisters huad deelded to fire the workers (and it 1is there-
fore strange thet ne one thought of the posszible ccusequences of
such & decision), or else everything that heppened was the re-
sult of a misunderatending (in whick case s govermmental edminis-
fration which functione in such a sllpshod manner as to ereate 5

thls sort of aitvation by misteke 1s to blome for subsequent YL

disorders). . p Q
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7« 0On the cther hand, eltlher the governm
were in possezslion of infermzation enabtllnz them
cutbreck of zerious incldentz (in which cace we mus
thea Einistry did not warn the Questura o bo on e
inte effect the Vipidral defense plan), or eldage the Government
did not kmow anything and ecould net foresee enythinr (in which
! cage how ecould the viestor be expectad to be better iofored ond
' more far-zighted than the Ministers themselves? )

£€s The incidents of the morning ef 9 Cetober were unforsec-
=ble, both in their incipience and In their development. S8 ma s
of workers hed been cobserved early in the mormnicgz, and pelice
patrols were following their movemernts., It wac logicol to pre-
cume an eventual demonstration nt the Miniotry of Publie Works,
on the Plazza di Fortuy Fla, or at Clyvil Enzineerines on Via lionzar-
tanc, since there hiad been small demonstrations there tome days
tefora, Policanen and carabipeers on foot pnd on horses wers pre-
pared tc defend these places. Moreover, defense troops asrs sta-
tioned at the linistry of the Interior and all the thirty-two
Commissariets were advised to e on the slert,

9« 1t is 8 well=known fauct that the Folice serve in both
preventive and repressive capaeclties. From the point of wiew of
prevantion, the metzsures taken were reasponable snd in preoportion
to the situstion, since no instructions had been received from
tha goverment thot more eleborate measures ware required.

; 10. From the point of view of "repression", the details of
the ineldent sre now penerally known, ut were completely unfore-
seauble before their cccurance,

1l No investigation will ever satisfoctorily deternine to
what degree the incidents were planned and orgenized, by whom and
to what end, because, in all mob sction involving a large and ex-
cited crowd, phenomena of collective psychology crop up unexpected-
ly and without eny specific caucse.

12, It is noteworthy that the police force l1s not well
equipped to muintain public order, since the sub-machineguns
with which the reparti celeri are equipped cannot be used against
a crowd, and horsee (still used by the police) heve long since
been proved unsulted for armed ection egaelnst demonstrators;
moreover, the Italien police do not have the effective methods
used by all other police forces in coentrolling erowds = hydrants
for throwings water, or teur gas bombs., For these and other
shortcomings, the responsibility must fall on the Governmment,
the Ministry of the lnterior, the Chief of Folice, the Lentral
Direction of Public Security - that is, on anyone other then the
provineial questors who are compelled to meke the best use pos-
sible of the equipment glven them and who have long pointed out
these defects and inconveniences to the Linistry.

o) 515+

S ECRET




SECRET

13« The Chief of Polics, FERHART, told journalists that
the use of tear ges had been forbidden by the Allies, The ALllied
Cormission denied this, btut in the meantime the Itelian press had
isd time to meke the ususl unplessant remarks about the Allies,
Excluding the posaibility that FERRARI made this statement with
malice gorethought, i1t would appear that he is rether 111 informed
about fundemental questions concerning the department of which he
iz the head,

l4, In a difficult and unforseen situstion like that of 9
Getober and with unsuituble and inadequate equipment, the Polics
conducted themselves in & manner which must be adjudged satis-
fﬂﬂtﬂrfl

1o« After the mement of initial surprise, the westura
quickly sent the necessary reinforcements, =nd the police force
succeeded in seving the objective from the fury of the crowd and
in protecting the offices and the members of the Government - with
83 little bloodshed ms possible,

16. The police force was neither weak nor irresolute, for it
| opposed ltself with courage and energy throughout the asssult: nor
was 1t over-zeslous, for it made only a moderate use of arms, If
| the police egent:s had fired their subemachineguns into the erowd,
| 8 massacre would have been the result: the small pumber of
| wouncded among both people and police attests to the level-headed-
ness o the police force.

17« VERDIANI's arrival on the scene also served to give &
spirit of organization to the variocus police units. He was not
ocbliged to put in an appearance, and it must be pointed cut that
he has taken similar risks on other cccasiona, and was even
wounded during a monaorchic demonstration laste in May, His errival
gave courage To his men and served to calm variour leader: of the

| Central Direction of the Folice who, topether with the Chief of

i Police, were et thelr wits' end - some of them literally terror-
lzed, VIERLDIALII's calm and precise orders contrituted much to
save the situation,

18, After the incident, 1t wes clear that a severe inveoti-
gation would be required by the Covernment, to clarify and justify
in the eyes of the publie the explanation for and the manner 4in
which such & situation came about. This naturally would entail =
statanent concerning responsibility.

19. Do inveastigetion of the Police was made, because that
orpganizetion could net huove been expscted to funetion batter.
=5 far VERILANI, he had egsein proved himself to be a real leader.

sla 15 the difficult pre-electoral period, VERDIANI did a 51 : |
nesterful job of keeping the eqguilibrium in a situution which
nlght heove proved pemmanently dangerous to pubtlic order; durdag
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the electlons the Rome Folice nmeintazived perfect control of the
city« Under VEkDIalNI, the nocpe Questura enjoyed a period of ef-
fecilve recovery, with svery branch and serviee belrg notlcsably
intreved, the output consideruably incraeassed, dlceipline perfected
and @ courageous elimination of negotize elements froem the police
I'orce efiocted, with a subsequent re-sstablishment of the rrortire
enrl the rospect which in 1944 gnd 1940 seermed to have been 4ir-
retrievably loat.

¥

Z23e There 13 no juzstification for the decision to remove
VERIDL AL from his post. The prectice of firins the jueator when-

ever public disorders occur in which, for the most part, the Juestor

has no responsiblility, hes resulted in the fact thet Ecme has had
Iive Wuestors in five years. At the time that RCATTA's f£light wes
recolving =0 much publicity, GEGSA, who wes an excellent Juestor,
was replaced, (after only fifteen days, slthough he did not have
any responsibility), by the insignificant and inactive SCLIMANDO,
who is now a candidate for the administrative elections in Home on

the Uomo GQualungue ballet, in spite of his rank of inspector general

of Public Security.

2ee Jigaln ip this instance, the Government hes followed the
practice of meking the Guestor pay for incidents provoked by a
generally bad situation, as ocours in meny citles, msnd as recently
heppened in Palermo, both the Frefeet zand the J{uestor were remcoved
because DE MNICCOLA was hlssed in that city.

2eds DBy this meens good officials are lost, and the ccuntry
ls deprived of the valuable work and dctivity of werthy men, who
are sacrificed in order to save face Tor politiclans of dutious
velue,

4. VERDIANI's removal oacused generel satisTaction smong the
many varieties of individusl who had found themselves hindered by
his honest md energetic action: officials and epents who had bean
reproved for unsuitaeble behavior, lack of discipline, and small
outmut express thelr rejoleing openly; emilvotal types, profes-
sional Intripguers and traffickers repeatedly reprimanded by
VERDIANI in spite of thelr traditional protection by persons in
high places; proprietors of expensive restsurants aend pnocturnal
locales, rigidly checked by the Yuestura under VERDIANI; and the
Fagelsts end neo-Fassclsts who had found him to be an active ad-
versary - all these rejolce in VERDIANI's downfall,

20« Thlias unpleasant eplscode egaln poses the problem of the
Itnlian FPolice.

26. The vast orgenism of Fublie Security must depend from
the central politicsl suthority: but this criterion, however just,
1s carried to 1llogicul extremess The Police Force 1s sufficiently
controlled by political authorities by the mere fact that 1t de-
pends from the Ministry of the Interior and corresponding under-
secretary. On the other hand, the organization depends from and
15 controlled by officlals belonging to the administration of the

Frafecture,
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27, The question iz em ©old one, and hes beem discussed for
vearg without hitting upon the real iszue, which is that of giv-
ing the police a central direction entrusted to career officials
of public security.

og, The 6hief of Police has always been a Prefect, but un-
fartunately, today he 1s a Megistrate. The same may be sgid for
the Deputy-Chief, for the Chiefl of FPersonnel, as well as for the
heads of the various general directions, almost all of whom are
on the staff of the Prefecture. The result is that the beuavior,
thie needs, the convenlences, the expedlent motives, and everytning
ragerding the working of the Folice and 1ts officliuls is sub Ject
toc the will and the decisions of the officials of another admin-
istration, who are of necessity lacking in the experience and
the understending required for such a tesk.

09, This system glves the political authorities not only
general control over the Folice, but 2lso the possivility of in-
tervening and meking decisions at any time and regerdingz the
smallest detzils, in such a manner that even the hichest nnd mest
skilled police officisls must constantly vield to the politiciansg,
hen incidents such as the recent one oceur, the position end the
personal responaibllity of these police officiala ere never de-
fended by the elements of thatl very edministrestion which is in 4
poeition to glve 1ts backing; instead they ere abandoned into
the hands of r central direction considered by tradition to
reprogent arbitrary authoritiles, private interests, and pelty
weard Fﬂ'li ticlians,

0., TUntil the police force 1s restored into the hends of
apolitical chiefs end directors, it is useless to telk of police
oG Ims
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QUESTURA DI ROMA ]}ff
Home,
11 Octobher {1944,
TQ : Head of the Police
Prefect, ROME

As I referred yesterday, since the 17th of last
month, T had stated the delicate situnatlon which was arising
among the mass of labourers working 1n the workshops of fthe
Genio Civile, on account of the future closing down of these
workshops and dismissal of the workmen, caused by the
unexpected financial difficulties and planned transformation
in the method of working from "regia" to "misura'" i.e.
(payment acear ding to work accomplished), this latter method
not welcomed by many, because improvised workers or rather

| not constitutionally idoneous to heavy Jjohs, expected to
| continue to work by "regia", without considering the actual
| production.
j The various phases of the agitation and the dealings
between the labourers, the competent Ministry of Fublic Werks
| and the Government, are well known, being the subject of
| previous correspondence, to solve this difficult problem.

From the 4th inst., noticeable masseg of workers, having
heard of what was being declided on their account, effected a
gseries of demonstrations of protest and pressure, by goingz
almost every day to the Ministry of Tublic Works, the Hdgs
of the Yenio Civile in Via Monzambano and the Viminale, where,
t hru the intervention and persuasion of the Folice and the
comprehension shown by the workers on the resolutive task
of the competent organs, unpleasant lncidents were avolded.
Each time commissions were formed, which, being received by
members of the a/m departments, were assured that the matter
was under study by the Government and competent members and
that it would have been solved in their favour.

Also on the Sth, accordinz to direct and confidential
information and according to the results of the previous days,
protests and pressures were made at the Viminale, IMMinistry
of Public Works and “Yenio Civile, but the position was still
the same,

Meanwhile the necessary steps were taken to supervise
the a/m ends and, for eimple precautionary measures the
service to safeguard the Palazzo Viminale was intensified,
inasmuchas no new fact and no information could cause alarm.

Information received at about 8,30 am of the same day

denoted a new and sudden excitement, as the wnrkersfﬁlhﬁ%p
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being informed by their interior commissions, as on the previous
days, that negotiations were continuing and that further

meetings in government circles were to be held duting the same
day, suddenly found themselves facing something absolutely new,
unexpected and in complete contrast with the commisslon's
communicationsg i.e. the zo feared dismissal which already occured
for the 12th thru the positing of special notices within the
wprkshops.

Naturally such fact, in absolute contrast with t he conduct
held till then was considered a betrayal on behalf of the
regponsible organs, a swindle continued to lead the mass before
an accomplished fact, the bhame of which was made fall back on
the Government with whom the negotiations had been mmde.

It is not to be excluded that such posters (2 copies
attached), were stuck up on acknowledged tight by the organisations
too keen in not wishing to find themselves without works and in
not firing the workers, thus indacing them to such pressures and
demonstratlions which would have obligzed the gzovernment to modify
the decisions adopted by the Genio Civile.

Having heard from the Commissariati, interested in such =a
new and sudden situation and that the movement of the workers
towards the centre had assumed another light, the P.5. Guards
Division Command and the CC.HH. Command were asked for stronger
re-inforcements in order to put the services at the Viminale in
such conditions as to provide for any eventual exigencies as there
were available, as is known, about 400 men including the diatrict
station and the first company of the nucleus besides a thousand
agents and officers attached to the liinistry.

The re-inforcements were requested and naturally sent on
the spot with great haste which, moreover, depends on tracing the
elements in the various commands and offices, thelr gathering
together, enrolling and transportation by the necessary means.

Such an un-necessary, sudden and arbitrary decision of the
directors of the Yenio Civile work-shops or who for them, to affix
the dismisaal notices, had not come to the knowledge of the
Questura nor of any other interested organs; nor was it lmaginable
ags the negotiations which seemed to be advantagebus to the
workers were continuing.

If such requests, decided by the organs respounsible for the
negotiations and by the Government, should be rejected, only then
a different and more pre-occupying agitation of public order and
any eventualities might bte determined and for such the necessary
police action had already been pre-disposed.

The mass of workers, sbout 10.C00 1n all, gathering in the
gquare of Porta S.Paclo, had started to go towards the centre and
glong Via Marmorata, Via del Mare, Via Nazionale, Via delle lerme,
Via XX Settembre to the square of Porta Pia where the hdgs of the
Ministry of Public Works is, asking if a commission cmllsi'!'&{
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received by Homita.

After almost ten minutes, having received assurance tThat
the Minister was not at hdgs and that the same applied to his
Chief of Cabinet and Eng.Gra, being at the Ministry of Interior
with Nenni, the mass went to the Viminzle going along Piazza della
Crove Rossa, Via Castropretorio, Via S.lMartino della Battaglia,
Piszza del Cinquecento and Via Viminale,

The directors and officers on duty at the Ministry of Public
Works, noticed that many of the demonstrators were armed with
sticks and stones and were acrrying banners bearing "We want work"
"We've had enough chatter" etc. No bannerm was seen bearing

"Corgl to the Gallowg", which, instead appeared in Pilazga Viminale.
Meanwhile, coming from various directions, other columns of

workers had gathered in Piazza Viminale, amongst which there were

150 elemente from Cine-Cittz occupied in the workshops of the
Genio (Civile and which seemed to he more troublegsome and provocative
than the others.

Before the re-inforcements could arrive, the demonstrators
succeeded in entering the yard of the Ministry of the Interior
climbing over the very easy balustrade and gate in front of the
building.

The facility in entering the yard of the bullding is due
not only to the low balustrade but alsc to the gates which have no
spurse to avoid support and easy jump; furthermore the doors and
windows of the ground-floor are without the necessary railings and
locks.

The demonstrators would not have entered the inside of the
building so emsily if the window of Dott.linuto's (of the Presidency
of the Council of Ministers, see attached) room had not been opened
s0 suddenly, and throuzh which they could eagily enter thne
building, open the gate to the Presidency, allow other demonstrators
to enter by taking advantage of the impression determlned among
the majority of the personnel. Such possible immediate invasion
surprised the very demonstrators who considered it an invitation
and help of elements from within the Ministry, and even more at
first surprised and disorientated the thousand Agents and officers
who were at the Ministry and for whom the dudden and inexplicable
invasion in the Ministry wes all the more unaccountable,

The re-inforcements, arrived successively, found the sitvat-
ion already compromised by such invasion determined within the
Palazzo Viminale and by the excitement which such easy success had
caused among the demonstrators.

It 1s well known that the public force, since 1ts appearance
was made fun of in the most shameful manner, vulgarly insulted,
and violently assaulted by the d emonstrators who had become wild
blood-thirsty persons, emboldened and excited by the behavliour of
their comrades inciting them from the windows of the Minlstry.

01’b
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Large stones unpaved on the spot, sticks covered with
nalls and firearms were violently used in the attempt to
definlitely overpower the FPolice.

Upon the firing of the demonstrators, the Police re-mcted
only after seeing some of their companions fall, firing moreover,
in the air to intimidate also because of the moderative sction
carried out by the officers and P.S. officials on duty.

To defend the State and personnel is the fulfilment of
duty, as an inactive police force is unimaginable before Very
violent and wild demonstrators towarde whom normal repression was
rendered impossible by the use, made by them, of arms, pistols
already in their possession, hand-grenades, rifles grabbed from
an odd element left bsolated, and from mounted police after
dastardly dragging them down and rendering them powerless,

The demonstrator Costantini Enrico di Iuigzi died in the
hogpitel thru wounde caused by missiles and splinters of hand-
grenades, which the police do not possess, and which did not
receive when requested,

References point out that small cases conteining hand-
grenades were passed from Via Nazionale to the Viminale by
clvilians and women, evidently elements provoking and instigating
the demonstrators against the Police,

such provoking, instigating, profiteering and speculating
elements of any disorderly and dangercous situation, arise
naturally, as is well known, and always teke part, in mass
demonstrations, formed by the most miscellaneous units and in
which, apert from economical ends or of eny other sort, elements
of all parties and of a2ll legal or illegal movements, open or
clandestine, make game, act and speculate, in trying at all
coste, to instigate, provoke and lead to degeneration all publie
subversion to the most extreme ends for their own personal
purposes, o0f party or movement, trying to alter the initial
motives to unconfessable purposes of revolt which they pursue
to the damage of the State.

Throughout, the action of the Police has been moderate
and calm, and i1t is proved by the number of wounded; in every
action and movement it has always aimed at intimidating to
disaggregate and scatter the mass, not to aggress it with arms.

Another trace of hand-grenade is seen at a window on the
Znd floor of the Ministry, against which it had been thrown by
demonstrators whose brutality gave rise to serious episodes when
they surrounded jeepe of the Reparto Celere, officers and
isclated agents, Mounted Police, massering by beating and stoning
officers and military rescued from lynching by the boldness of
their companipgps.

Througr such a beastly method they succeeded in taking
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possegsion of more arme, upeetting the je-pe, grabhing the
muskets and taking possession of the revolvers of the wounded
officers and agents. TFurthermore they tried to climb to spots
where they could fire, from the windows, ageinst the Police.
Arrests of some of the demonstrators were made and who
have been denounced to the Judicial Authorities for specific
crimes. Mass arrests have not been effected, and practieally

gpeaking, were impossible, as they would have provoked an
onglaught between workers and Police. ILater furiher arrests
were made, enquiries are continuing.

Prom the general appearance of the events, it is evident
that the violent manifestation of protest had not been pre-ordainec
but had determined, due to the stde of exasperztion of the
workers which, as I have said, being sent from one office to
the other without any resolution and trusting in the assurance
given to the commissione in contact with the Government, have
found themselves facing the most unexpected and for them, the
moet treacherous notice of dismissal for Saturday the 12th whibset
during the course of the morning they were expecting resolutive
communications from the commissions for thelr work and maint-
ainance of their families.

Such situations, brought about by compromises and delayed
promises only find a solution in political grounds; the 1lnterventi
jon of the Folice alwyays takes place when the minds are so
exasperated as to induce them to the most bloody re-actlon which
has & rbght to be, even over any resistance and possibllity
made by the Police which, in Rome, is in serious difficulties
.ﬂ owing to the quelity and quantity of the personnel and for the
| moral and economical conditione in whééh it strugglees 1in.

ﬂ To the services of public order and to all the other

| innumerable ones, all the Commissaristi must provide, thus

{ always impoverishing each one of them which has very lmportant

d ends linked with each movement to guarantee, and has not, as
would be absolutely necessary, nor can it form, with 1ts scarce

strength of only ahout 5000 men, masses of agents On reserve

end it struggles along under all the numberless difficulties

which are well known and it is no use repeating them to your

Superior Ministry.

The Questore
(Ciro Verdiani)

Translation ac/
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/ octoer 1915,

Public Safety Sub-Commisaion.
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With reference to the recent disturbance in Rome ,
did we receive f'rom the questura or elsewhere, any report
that the real trouble was started when o discrderly party
arrived from the U.N.N.R.A. Displaced Persons Canp,
Glnﬂnttth, and had taken arms from their camp guard.,

No mention waz made in our report to A.F.H.Q.
about the above, but Polad A at the Chief Commissioner's
meeting this morning, put considerable emphasis on it and
the Chief Commissioner asked me to find out what
information we had.

Brigadier,
Executive Commigsioner.
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TEIEOT 3 Oivil Dioorders,
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of 10th Dctdhear,
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dsoion's nigral B166

¢s The following irformation resarding the disturbances
in Rome on 9th Oct, s beon recolved from Dott, Pervari, Dircctor

Ceneral of P,5,, Uinistry of Interier,

3¢ On 4w Lbh Octobor, the Ministry of Public Worls

doeciged that 1t waull be negeanary to disnlios

a 14 emplarecs on account of lack of wark £

GO0 of this npibeax were ta be

approcimately 26, 000
w thems
dignisaed on the 5th Oct,

e 300 om dnturday 126h Oct. and the resminder on Tusaday 15th Ouk,

feo Om tho 3th Octs o dogutabion of the workers wont to
tho Manistry of Mublic Warks to protest againot the dieadsanls, Thoy
ware pocelved by the Under Secretery, Iatey thoy were seen by 3loo
Tennd. ot the Mindsbry of Interier who prosloed ¢hat the ouso would bo

oorsidered and n roply glven an the 9th Ogt,

De Um the murning of the 9th, when arriving ol their places
of employmsnt bhe werkers found nstices pesbed up in whialh it was stoted

tie dimipoals would be put inbo affoct,

The employcos apparently thoug

it that the noticas vere

the offlpial anower fyom the Wndntrles, although such wao not the Cabo,
oyl in oonsocuence about 1000 emlorees gethored at Peerba San Mols ot
about J am and from thore mevched to tha Minlstry of Miblio Werks ot
Plaguh Pewte Mo passing tirongh Vie Magionmale, &y tlho tiw the douone

stratars hid reached Plassa Porta Pia, thelr

msbers had grown to

spproximtely 26,000, e $o this time tho erowdl had bean quite ordexly
ol theye had been no oaune for drastioc Pslica actlon,

A doputotisn from the crowd was recelived ot the Hinlotxyy
o' Public Worko by the hder decrotary, Jignor Restagno, who assured the

deputation that the avse vau still wnder oans
would be given that evening,

deration and 4 deocinion

L
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6e Iator, ot about 9,45 am the crowl wart to the Miniotry of

Drtorior, Plassn Vimdnale, They oamenced to shout o werl:, toension
incrensed and the Police on duty clased all doorp of the bullding, JSano of
them tried to enter, ard at this time the porsomal aecretory to Sipnor enni
opaned o window on the ground flooy intending ¢o addrens tho (s e 7 5

' A onoe o nnder of persons entoced througlh the window amd
others golied adnittance through a door in Via Genowvo,

Atogether about 60 persons ontered the Mnlutry and

oxpencod brealking tho fwniture in wrious offices,

7o Dotts Perrarl, Chie? of Police called up ro-inforomeents of
e Fepurti Colere, Mowted Palice and OCuRRe p t0 Clear Piascn Viminale and
aJect the pesnle who had mined adnittance to tho Hnidstrye

e Tt was then peen thut the dentmutrators wore srmed with
iron bara, heavy stlcte opeolally prepored with long nails driven in tho ands,
and ctomess Thay camsenced to throw the stones ut the windows wnd the Polioe
on duty, cauning some oasualtios to Polioe porsonmnel,

¢ (n the azrival of the re-Li’orosnents, the crowd bocume
etremely hoatlle, atbacked them and individunl shots woro hearfle It 1p nod
Imown whether the Policy ob the demonmotrotors fized Mxot, but Dott, Perrori
had perconally glven instruotions that Police were not to fire excopt as a
lnot reexwoo in thelr owm defenoe,

10, TFventually the Polioce fired in the air froa the virdove of
tho P,5. Station in Playza Viminale which vag also being attaclked by the
dananstrators, Tiroughout,- the firing by Police wao individual and not
oontrolled wiit fixing. Only in ome came is it Imown definitaly that Police
fired at the crowd, Tn that ocnsoe a dansmstrator, armed with an antomtio
carbine ww on the gates of the Vimlnwle and Tiring at the windows. Te was

ahot .l}'_"" o P8, Agont,

11s Tho mounted Police were ineffootive aguinst the dmmmbtrators,
many being pulled aff their horoes, disarmed and injured by the crowds, This
e be well unlerstosd when it 18 realiced that neither the men nor tie
horses ouro tralned in renl Police wavls,

12, During tho rioting a lalf hearted attampt was made o atboal
tho ‘uestura ligs in Jan Vitale, but the demonstyaters did not resoh the
bullding and the attnok faded out,

13 Ny 12 neom tho firing, which had lasted obout half an hour,
had ceased, tho situntion boownw under cantrol and he Plasin Vimdnile was
oventunlly cleaxeds Iy 2 ym the situation had returned to noranl,
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Ve ti
fy o2 08 mpplied by the Windotry of Taterior and
forworded in this Commlasion's S4ganl havo now been amended ta rand an

rollowe 1
Clviliarg « 3 Dond
59 Injured (14 by gun shot waunis)

Paldon - 53 .3, Agants % Officors)
8 OG.2n, oy man ghot wounds ),

15 During the distzbancos 17 persms wero arresteld and aro
o0tlll in custalys ALl of then hove arininal xeoords, and the recmrds of
2 07 the arvested peroons ohow they have pravimaly boen omoorned in

epitaters (122% wing) into aw manised riote The stlcks, iron bars and

(ders for the orrest of two Inowm 1oft-aring agltabore have boen ilosued,
mngly:s  Avvoonto PALFANT Fzanoeso, o meeder of the Var Veteruns League
(affilinted to the Commnist Fardy) md a man mmed 02 PAOLY,

16s At the onzot 400 ™lice werc ¢uployed, Thiv muber won
lator inopeased to 1000,

Authowitlos foar that, should those duo to be dimalssel Lo leut 4n e Loyment
62 a result of tho rioting, fwrther disturbancos may well soawr in ouoport
of tho 40, 000 far whag no work i available, The Polico services ure on
tho alert to prevent furthes dicorderg,

It 13 thought in Ttalian oircles tint the riotin: was
wganised with a view to diswedit and subsaueatly causs the overthrow of

the Talian Government.,
18 1o Alliod peraonnsl were luvolved,
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The Genio Civile had, in thie past few days, decidad

0 surpend vlie workse precesdingly disuosed in the nei: h-
borhood of liome To improve the unemployvment situaticn.
bat al tile sBune twime g plan for the traensformaticn of
casuel works (lavori a rezla) inte public works (lavori
a misura), of real public utility, which should have
bsorbed the lobourers ap coon as they were dismissed,
Was UnldeY eXaminstions

wuch deeislion, interpreted as a definite dismisseal,
hpd provoked smong the great megs of worlters a gtrong
xcitlement waich had caused, in the morning of the 8th
incts. some demongtrations of protlest wilhout congecuences.
Cnn ulle ssme day Lhe represcavatives of internel conmicsions
of wurlaien had Leen pssured of tlie interest of the Governmend
and, in the absence of the FPresidenl of the Council, they
nad baen invited for the afterncen of the following day,
with the agreoment that glli demonsiratbtions had ‘bo SLOp.

fhe morming of the 9th inst.; because of = false
interpretation of dispusitiens given in repierd, a printed
notice weg pinned up in the various workysrde notifying
the dismissal of worlmen for +the following Saturdsy, owin
Lo tile suspengion of works.

ihe workers soon abandoned their vpost, and went in
nupelols groups Lo gevelrael Kinisiries, gatheling then, in

sevelrzsl thousgndg, in the s-usre tefore the Viminsgle. The
demonstration goovn gave rise to violence onn behall of a
consiaeravle numbeyr of psople who, after eclimbing the
Lates and Dregiing the windows ©f bthe ground floor and the
gifde duors oppozite tile apuare, invaded the building, all
arimed Of slicks snd branches. The Poliece present ''n the
Bp0t, wno wete trying to periugde bthe psople, couldn't
succe=d In controlling the enormoung macs of demonstrators,
wiille some ggents were viclently ill-treated, and sone
igolated ware also disarmed. Later on, following an
gitenpt to disarm the Hepario Celere esnd the intervention
of other Folice, suots were fired and some handgrehates were
thrown from the crowd, causing a sherp collision with the
Yolice forces, wlo, on their lurn, used thelr oxms.
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After more than an hour, order could be reecteblished

] and the sguare was cleared, while some menbers c f the
| internal conmigcions of workers, who however Lave blame
11 lie epigodes of viulenoe sittribuled U unconcrolled elemencd,
E received the assursnce that the GoveIrniiely would hove goicpteu
| e necegsary measures the same gy .
| In feet, in a meeting held soon aller aw Lhe
{ Viminele by the Crgang of lhe GOVelTtuneinld =nd Ly the
! represelicatlves O1 agyndicates, 1t wes decicded - 1in
' confrrmity with the organic plan of works, which, a8

alYecdy ssid, was under exomination - to suspend thlie
il dMemiczals and initiste works, which woald sl =s01be e
lebourers that pradually will remain evailable, Tollowing
1 the cloging down oI the yards.
.: The in eimmal commisgions of workers, informed
| of ihe decisions talten, declared themselves cotisliede
':l Following the episodes of violence, and the

co:lisions between demonstrators snd police Iolces, here
; are 141 wounded more or less merious, of whom 53 Agents
E of P.8§. end & carabinieri (3 of which wounded by fire-arm),
| and 82 eiviliaus (of whou 14 wounded by Iire arm and 20 by
3 contuaging hﬂﬂiEE).
5] One of the civilians, wounded, died in the evening
) at the hogpital, having been seriously Hit also by a hand-
i Tenade.
j I+ is necessury to peint out thet the police enzajed
4 in ihe mainteinarice of public ordel’ are HoT arued with any
§ lahidaseiiaceds
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ILCAPD DELLA FOLIZIA

dare Colonnello,

in via del tutto

confidenziale le trasmetto un breve

rapporto sugli incidenti di ieri in

el e T T T e Wl =

Fiazza del Viminale,

? Cordiali saluti,

~

Y A

Colonnello BYR
Caro s5.C.per la F.3.
Commissione Alleata
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HEADOU-RTRRS ALLTY COBBIISTION
Riblic Safety Sub=Camdlasion
APD 79
9 October {96,

TO 3 Chief Comiisoioner
tlou
o/Erecutive Qommlssienor,

The following information has been received regaxding a
demonatration and disorders whici cccurred in Zone during the
narning of the 9th October 3

" At about © o'olock, labourers, on strikie, and unesmplored
formed a denonstration in front of the Ministry of Public Worls at
Forta Pla, They attempted %o forcoe an entrance, The police tyiad to
dispersze the crowl without sucoess and then fired, It is not Imown
at the nowent If the crowd used firarns firet, OSoaue peonle were
wounded, They tried to disarm the mounted polico, A mmber wers
arrested and takoa to the Cuesiura,

The arowd then went to the (uesturs armd the Mndatyy of the
Interioy, & 4

The denonatrators tried to force a way into the Luestura b
with a view to froeeing those arrested, Piring agaln took place, the
demonstrntors sugceeded in dizarming some police, Further informmtion
as to muber wourdad is not available,

dore than 20,000 people oongremnted outside o Hinistry of
Interior, All streets in vioinity were bloaked with peovles, 4 ZX NI
of demcnatratars forced an entry into the Hinistyy and beat up name
azployeen., Flring aiain tosi: place, firat in the air and than a ZTouD
loft tho building, A mmber of polioce and demenstrators lvwve bosn
Injured and it is poasible some injuries are fatal, The firing occurred
at ebout 11 am and gonfirmtion on nore detailed infexmution is not
posaible at this stage. The police have now oordmed off the area nesay
the Ministry and the crowml is gradually dispersing, "

The above inf'ormatien was given by a Questura laresclallo
attooched to Public Jafety who was 4n the vioinity of the disturbance,

Lt, Col, 8.H. Dand, A.P,}., Rome, informed me by phome that at
about 11.15 aw, when returning to his office in tha Questura San Vitale,
a very large orowd af olvilians, several thousand strong, were nilling in
Quattro Fontane and apperontly intended to stomn the Uunsstura Building,
Jiots wore being fired (apperantly by Police) in all dirvctions and a
nuiber af PO Agents axmed with autaatio sxe were cutside the Quastuaa
ullding prppared to reaist the attadk and £'ixe on thoe crowd, e advissd
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Dotte Perpurd inforwed me hy phone that the shooting ws neceasary
ag the crowd citesplted and J4d disws asone of
with otopes anl sther mdaniles, Clivilians and Sfpords have boon waunded,
The sitwmtion is now im band,

Bott, Pervard will forward o dutailoed repet oo soon & poasiblos
The Cuestose has verbally zeporbed tint the distustunoe ws tis result o
a dooision of tho niatyy of wblio el (Oerio Glvile ) €5 dignise o
lerge nphay of ite

ot having reocived eatislaation Croa Signar. femd, Viee Uresidend
o the Ommodil of Windstero, Sim crowd vent o %he Vialmale thie sowring,
clisbed the getes and torled to brealt imio the uilding dlice endecy el
Lo ejeet them withowt srooess and at this tiwo chobs ware fivred at tin
polioe by the crowds

The Molice returned the Cixe by ahoobing in the aiw. There we a
nyber of Yolice cossallties, o memn fatelities, w of tho croudl were

aymed with Clrecrms, irom bars and sticks with mils,

In the Via Purisperna & Polioe “aigrol wis Cleed on frosm o heune,

Thay returned the "ire and subseyemtly eatered the prssiines, Fesuls
o this incided at present not knowm,

Jtuntion now under omntrel,
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% J. (BY5 Colaned
obing Directer,
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