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Region 6. A.C.GC.

20th May, I%9%L4.
SUBITECT:- C.V.R.A setivities in Sardiniz.
TO .+~ Colonel A.E.Young, nirector - Security Branch. ACC, HQ .

Hﬁf- I"TE ; £a

SiTe
Te The 0.V.R.As 1N gardinia consisted of an Insnector General
~g loeated in a private house

and eight men. The headquarters W
in Yerliari. ‘Ghere were sbout 70 paid informants. ThHese informents

were paid 250 to 500 lira per month, according To tiie value of

the informaticn they supplicd, In exceptional cases Liey Were
+iven a8 much as 1,000 lira.

al received 20,000 lira per nenth to

the salaries of himself and his staft.
and the Inspector

2 The Inspector Genel

— e
pay £ll expences, informantsa,
Ihe money was sent from the headquariers in Home,

General was respornaible directly to headuusarters.

men carried out investigation work and

They also vigited from time to Time the

-nd collect what inTormation they had,
he paid informants also used to send
information by post to the Insnector Ueneral, who had & post oflice
vox for this purpose. he nnid informants were drawn from all
welks of life, wallters, bar tenders, lasclist Parcy members,
professional men, -nd anti-Fascists. The lagt nemed men were
forced to become pald informants in order TO ensure that they were
not sent to internment on tne Lipari/or gelsewhere,

Islands

4 number of 0.V.R.A. 8gents,
vere unknown to the Imspector
used to report by post
ters in Rome and 1TOR time to time coples
of ‘their reports welc sent to the Inspector Ueneral in Sardinia
for investigation and verification., The names of these persons
were never given in the €ODY reports. ©Some of LNesSE SErsons Were
unaoubtedly big Fascists, who were mying on other I'atty menbers,
but the last Inspector Ugneral, Dino Fabbris, t{cold me that he did

not lmow the identity of any ol these peIrsoilS.

y. I8 uig staff of ©
obtpined information.
paid informmunts to pay theu
vhieh had to be vrititen.

b r"here were also in Sardinis
robably peid informants, WO

or more |
'hesa pergons

(enersal or hls gstbaftfl.
direct to the headgual

n May, I943, Oagliari was very heavily damaged by Allied
s evacuated, The O.V.R.A, staff and

on 24Lth July, I943, the day
sare received from Rome that
EMHH and cease
b Special Police,

:
2.
hombera and the City wa
headquarters then noved to Sassari.
before Mussolini fell, instructions

the O.V.R.A, 10 Sardinia z2hould come out intDEPi-
They were known &

to be a secret orcanisation.

with Fabbris still in charge and at1ll knovm a8 the Insnector
General. Fabbris weas
nan who was the Juesiore v

Questore ol Sassari, and the

nlso mado
lorth Italy.

as tranaferred LO




L

i

Fe Fabbris's 0.V.R.A. starlf then became known as the Special
Folige znd they came out in the opsen and carried out arrests and
segrches in the ﬂﬂfmml way. A8 the 0.V.R.A., however, they had
been working comnletely under cover and not effecting arrests.
When an arrest had been found necesgsary as the result of their
investigations, or uron orders from Rome, the Inspector General
had directed the Questore or thea UxT’Llﬂ erl to eff'ect the arrest.

7 o Upon the arrival of the Allies in “eptember, 1943, Fhbbris
came with the local Major of Carablnieri in 2assari to meet the
Allies on their arrival in the town. Fabbris n=sver tried to hide
the fact that he and his men were ex-0.V.R.A., and he gpgave the
Allies 211 possible asslistance.

8. EBarly in Msrch, 1944, Fabbris was relefived of his position
and ordoered to report to the Badoglio Govermiaent at Salerno. Dr,
Colonna wns then appointed Inspector Ysnsral of the Special Police,
and like Fsbbris since 24th July, 1943, was responslble direct

to the Minister of Interior. A man named Tisso was at the szane
time appointed Acting Yuestore, The two =mmall forces in Sassri

: ware then separated working under Colonna and Tisso respectively.

| Tisao was resnonsible for Sassari provioce, snd Colonna and his

‘ Special Police covered the whole island.

9. Faboris lelft Colonna hig 1list of about 70 paid inrormers,
and many of them are now being used by Colonna. Colonna has
F““FEH three of the ex=0.V.R. A, nmen for agents of public ‘security.
| One of Lhe thres ex=-0.V.H.A 1en has bean transferred to the mainland,
, whilst the other two are working as agents of public security
under different ﬂuectnru‘u in this islsnd, Colonna is hoping to
be able 1o eXthange asonte more of nis five remaining ex-0.V.R.A.

mern .
.
L 10, Colenna has little lseft of tLhe O,V.H.A. Tecords, whilst
f Fabbris says some were destroyed in the bombing of Cagliari, and
3 the remaining secret files he burnt when the Germans temnorarily
} took over Sassmri in September, 1943, in order to expedite thair
: evacuation of oardinia.
*B

) Tisso, the Acting Questore of Sasseri, is from all acounts,
honest and anti-Fascist, but he is obviously & man of no great
ability. He was previously an Couwnilsario inder the old Luedtore,
who hald office up till 24th July, 1I943.

_ 147225 ¢olonna, like Fabbris has worked very well with tle Allies.

| There is no doubt that his ex-0,V,HR.A. men JIL hLEtﬂl trained and
have more ahility than most of tne yues EDP g nrents of public

' 3 !:e-:suritj,r. colonna was previously IDUEERTKT ﬁ 1 the agents of
nublie security on Lhu Yugo-3lav hoarder. ‘Then cane to Alphsro
in unr{llr-in and was 1n charge of' the agents of ruhllc gecurity

_

responsible ror checking all persons cowing Lram Spain, who usged
to urrive in Sardinia by air snd sea at AlgheTo,

L3, Colonna is antl-fasclst, but un fortunately not honest,
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from all accounts he and his wife are mixed up in the Black
Karket in Sassari. However, he has worked very well with the
Allies, secured some good information and effected a number of
very good arrests involving Fasclsis. Colonna and his eight
arents are snortly transferring their headguarters to Cagliari
onn the instructions of General Pinna, the High Commissioner Tor
sardinis, ( Italian)

e There ig no evidence that the O.V.R.A. 1s still active

as the old Facscist 0.V.H.A. On the contrary its =staff here 1is
actively working in co-operation with the Allies. However, the
meribers of the 0.V.R.A. who were unknown to Fabbris, may still be
indivually working snd collecting information, but unless they
have radics then cannot get their information to the 0Q.V.R.A.
headauarters in German Occunied Italy.

I%. Commandatocre Dino Fabbris became a member of tlie

Fascist Party only in I1933. He was 33 years in the agents of
public security, eventuslly becoming Vice-yuestore of Trieste.

In I937, he was sent by Hoehhini, chief of all Italian Police,

+o becnrie Inspector General of the 0.V,H.,A. 1n Bardinid. Whilst
here Fabbris reported many gerarchs Lo Home for ecraft and corrupt-

i0on.

T6. Ae already steted Fabbrlis co-operatec whole-heartedly
with the Allies, and when Generel Martini was arrested trying 1o

leave the islsnd to join the Germens, in this General's posSsession
wes found a note saying that Fabbris was dangerous and that all
Fagsciets nmust keep away Traom,

17 Fabbris is a man of censiderable ability, and was, 1n

my opinion, the best informed man 1n Sardinia. His information
was glso reliable. If it is possible for him to be Tound WO TS
as a Luestore in any part of liberated Italy, I am guite certsin
he would be invaluable and continue to work in conjunction with
the Allies. He has served 1n Hone many years oOg0.

aptain,

/ .I'flir{ﬂ: i..fr '.|.I.§l -"'.r / LA L
5 |
Security EBranch.aA.G.Ge.

Cory to C.I.C. Detachment, Sardinis, Ifor their information.
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A band of Ttalians ware suught once trying to escape to coc u*itdw} :rmﬂftl}*

for ajpl &
persongl reascns, An “exposure" by carabinieri officials cf & plat to

{ gtart a clandestine radic, comlete with code, turned out to be an attomt
i. by the carabinieri to o. mpromise & man they didn't like. |
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