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HEADGUARTERS
ALLIED MITITARY GOVERNMENT
Public Safety Sub=-Commisalon

APQ. 512

aupJRCT & Capte Scotten's memo oOn Mafia,

T0 :  PBrig.=Gen. I'rank ,Ef McZherry.

The mero nrepared by Cept. Scotten 29 October 194% has been
studied with care and the Tfollowing comnents are of fersd for your

information:

(1) The memo in questlion mist have been prepared and addressed
to Brig.=Gem. Holmes by the writer under & complete ris=underatanding
of the attitude of the officers mentioned by him as directing 1%ts

proparation. o conclusions as to the aotusl pravity of the

altustion were formed LYy any of us at that tiue nor since, due to

slmost s complete lack of anything of a tangible nature. My position
wos then, and still is, investigate, verify, and deal with actualities

which may be brought to light.

(2) Capts h CuP.3e, DeCuF.8, and Suple of

Civil Police on oU about 20 at which tire he stated
that from old acquantanceon i that the lalis was

appin becoming active and
wnder 1ts influence.

(3) He was asked to provide us with any reliable sources of
information which he uight posseck. Hle amphasised the extrems danger
involved to any inlormer A well as to those taking any actual pert
apinst the Jafia even to the extent of reaching into the States. He
provided one nNane. He was ssked if he would be available, if needed

later, should be be poked for. lHe stated he would be.

(4) The weetings ended with the understanding that the P, Gals

would give the reporis made by him very onreful consideration, gide
what wae to be done in the matter and call upon him further 1f desiveds

(5) on 22 October, 1945, WUITOVEX to Region 1 and to the Chlefl
of Public Safety A.C. commenced,  Lleut. ~Col. Snook, then Supts Civil
Police, now Chief, Public safety, Heglon 1, ig fully aware of the

potentialities of trouble involved in any resurgence of Mafia, as the
subJject has received our VeLy careful consideration from the tilme our

Division assambled at GIREA.
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(6) To date we have nothing of a sufficiantly {angible nature to
Justify = report to youi=

() That "the problem is of B grave and urgent character™.

(b) That "our own Courts have been obliged ©o deel with flagrant
outbreaks in the province of Apripento"or eclsewhere.

(c) That there are inn the hands of these bands wnusual stocks of
arns or ammunltion.

(d) Thet any high Allied Officers are involved in the meshes of
the liafie.

(e) That there is & definite hook-up between the Mefia and the
Black Market, although this is poasible.

(7) From time to time reports huve been received that Mafila is
becoming active. These reporte have usually been as vague and
intangible as the one under discussion; however, 1t is recommended
that an investigation be uade by an appropriate agency into the reports
subndtied by Capl. Scotten in order to disfpose of the suggestion that
Al1li=d offloers axre improperly under the influence of the Mafia in

| Eiﬂil‘_'ft
under sny circunstances

(8) 1 do mot agree that any sort of dealings be had/with any
criminal elensnt aa sugrested as a poasibllity on page 11, para. 13(b).

[93 In conclusion 1t may be stated that from the report as a
whole I am forced to the conolusion that Capt. Scotten hagd assuned
complete agreement upon 1
nentioned by him with his views and opinions whi
not be so without conplete investigation.
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ALLIFD FORCE HEADCUARTERS

Militery Government Section psSd/ il
2 November 1943

S5UBJECT: MAFIA in Sicily.
TO : Brigadier General lic Sherry.

The enclosed memorandum is forwarded for your comuents, which
this Section would be glad to recieve as soon as possible.

ﬁﬂcli"“}f.?fr Cet.

ILt. Colonel
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