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Declaasificd E.O. 12356 Sectlion 3.3/HND  No.

—. L

Chiik Soecsiol Pfecan

tegponalibllity fur custody of Arghives,

xeautive Cfficsr,

Aellslds IO ‘..qﬂiuﬂ.

le Teaponsibility for the aafs kooplug of Yodarn
Arahives in the iintetrlies, Tublie Officsg angd other placen
of Gaposit in the City of fome was undertakon originadly
by "2% Toryoe, idvanced inteliigencs,. This body organised tha
posting of guarde, control of niry, acooss t2 docwmmornts
and romoval of dhe sume.

2e 5% Doroe ssarched in all 330 taygotas fhey
Wworw then dissolved nnd thely duslos pasand to 02, Aome
Wwgloly AJN.0. « A liat of 70 ‘outetunding "3® Poroe targvts’
Wae lasaned om 21 June hy 62 ( Advanced Eantelligence ) A V.M.0.
hese Targete wore deceribed sg © - A intalli-
LENOG L " and roturns for sagh were aakod
uuder 4 headingss

Abandonod,

(marded, not yet euploited.

duasded. !xploitation yprooeeding,
Mot guawrdsd. =xploitation prosceding.

Ly T4 July roturas had been submitted for 3 ont of those
70 taxgoto.

Ra Felithery the ixchivis Ordincsio of fluesolinl,
Ldontifled and zuarded at the ingtigation of the Arechives
Officoer, Rome Ragion, nor the Palasso Venesia ( which atill
contalne important secrod papers whioch the Archives Gfficar
has handed ovor %o Intelligence agencies ) wore ineludsd
in the above montioned Lliwt,

e oviginal gyaten of guanding hmhz”ﬁ;;




Declassified E.0. 12356 Sectién 3.3/NND  NA.

n the Iirst few doye) aoosps evenrn tu the documents of ine
portant Itallan Hinistyries has beun $yeely grunted o Al-
1i0d unlte requiring agoimodatlion, with the resul® that
thore has beon loss $hrough dlaperssl and looting ( seo wee

parate roporte of the Arehlves O :‘10-*:' on the ':'niiiﬁfiﬂ af
Corparetlo “g 9 June, and the Alr Eis s 1Y July MOUE
depoeits of secondary import: a:u:m, Tom tt--ﬂr hlstoriesl point

8l viow, Mut of conaliay e latelligenoe interest, o laeps
than 6 of the 7 ?‘.Jgg'a,ti:, { including the MG, of the Pasoist
fraxty ) all in the Foro | unm%i,ug ware almoat wiped out Ly
the dlasrance of that area for weo as o reot oentre ( ses
pepnrate yepert ef the sxchives Tdficasr 18 Jusn ).

Ce With the reoturn 5 Fomae of tha Italian (o=
VO X ut. the asctunl custoedy of “inistoprial irdiives passes

ot once inte olvilinn bBands, Many of those deposits hawve
not yet boon expleoited for intellligence purposes and, if
only from this angle, it is vital that they should be pro=-
tegtod from dmisge, olther by iodividusls wishing %o supe
prese information, or by & relamatison of nomsal peace time
procentions ( iur axsasple the rulap agalnat smokiing whieh
wera fomnd %o be in aboyuses in the Archivie of ome "inissyy),
or through papost shortage, or throwh an appliestion ol
gpite agninet Tasciet meterial, The ivghivee Offlcer i ate
teapiling 0 pxovide againgt those and other perils both

oF porsunal ingpagtions and disoussion with the Departmontsl
authoritise oonceraed,

G ane dutlios ot the Archives Offiesy are in
thoary olesr. Aa o mesbor of the Sub-Josmismion on Voule
ments, Fine SArts and Archives, ho Was sttached %o Somo Hlaw
Flon Aellete e axn Archive gpoelalist and charged by tha
writteon authority of @ 1‘14, -nauhrud e w‘lt‘a " W
Epongribility 0 arre e _@al g amrd
saiions of ixrghive: {0~ any dosumsnte o SagAsh
padonn date ) from depes W‘ ™ This underte-
Bing he hao eontinued im P 8 iurm hm»h thouph with ine
valuahle es-oporetion frve many Allded wnd Italiam offloialy,
sinee the Tivet day of entyy, and ‘ldw work gontiouea, 'm
the othey hacd the speelal precoowpation of this offiger
and his JSubeOommipslon with ihe safety of Modoym Arxchives
im not pencrally Ronown. Jome gooupying unite tond %0
the yight of such en offieexr o inapact aud advise




Declhsalfied B.0. 12356 Section 3.3/HND Mo,

only one gingle cage wheye doouments have bean nmovaed or dig-
ersed has tho Arehives Offieer been previously consulted.
E The vocupatbtion pf the Ex-Ministry of Ifalian Afrion by tho
803 ¥il,=- Police Bettalion ). [he consegquence lm that the
Avchives Officer is invariably fsced with e ' fail accompll.’

Mo The confusion ss to the regponeibiliity for
the oumtody of Archives in Home, due to the investing in
ng® Force of impossible powors and the fallure in many casis
to consult the proper authority, points n olear warning for
the Tuture when the Allied Armiep will again reach centres
that are rich in pontemporary docunents. Flans are already
on foot for a renowed attempt to preserve such materiasl Irom
ignoront degtrustion; what ip moot important 1s that the
Archives Offiger wphould be kepl iuformed of whal proposals
have beon made, Tt is roported for instance that Advenced
intolligence haove pubmitted to AJ0WHW0, & suggestion that
in importent citios of Northern Italy, oll Archives phell
ba eollaocted in lorrias and housed in ona vast contrud re-~
posltory. Sugh setlon wonld do ieparable harm and comple-
toly dofont the end in view., It is vital that, in such in-
gtencns, the sdvico of f:rfﬁ'tﬂ*:s'-?:t axparts be sought through
the Hommantss Pine Arts and Archives Sub-Commipsion beiloxe
preotioal recommandations are made,

e Tero appears o be gome mlsconcaption ag to
the moope of tha Momuments, Fine Arts and Arohives Sub-
Commission., It iam concerned with all organised deposlds of
dooumegta, modern ss well aa anoiant, snd the terms of its
authority in thiles maptter are clearly defined in A,A.1L,
Admintatr, Instr. N°.J0 of 30 March 44, parse 11 { see also
paras 547,9 ) .

Dy It may be added that in the oase of Araehivos
roguirad for (2 purpomas the Avaiilves Officer is frequently
in & position to be of practical asalsionoe. To give oxanples
from Rome s

As The Archivie Ovdilpariy of jluaselind.

Moro than I00,000 files of imlovtant pupors hunded over by
tha Avohives OFfficer to "3% loroes, who had falled to"looate

thie colleotion, mmhﬁ




B Do anus

Daily reports f£yom ‘the Prafecta of the P

- Pelags LES e

rovineaes on Allied

powbing (1943), imbelligence roporis on German Flans to in-

vade tngland (June - Sept. 1940), Mussol
pies of the Higher Gommand®
ments, and other material,

nanded over %o ‘the Bombing S
1igence offiears, who are at

Os 0

Archival material of
wag never entered by "3
1ligervcs Sectlon of PJVeB,

goplas Vo

chief Seeurity CIfloex, AellsCo

g oopmimiqués W
Roported o O2 Rome Reglon and
wrvey nis® ( li‘.aﬁ....&.-l'.] :hﬂil‘_
present working on thes.

ini's perscnal 00«
ith margioel com=

in & builéing that
ovor to the Intel=-

T-Rl BTGGEE, Sﬂﬂiu Za .'%..H.Gi
Axch i?lﬂ‘t .

Monuments, [ine Axts &
srohives Divialon.

AdoCe Homo Rogion.

Director of Jopuments, Fine Axts
and krohives Sub=Uomnlaalon.

G2, Bome Reglomy Aallele
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