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Transmitted herowith for your information is & copy of
Comment Shaet No, IPW 2357, taken from an Itelian Prilsoner of far
Cudgoing letter, In which Ttalian prisoner names Fasclsts 1o par-

ents.,

R 3 . r
Fise o, S0l
ROMTE L. MeELTON
. Wit jor, Infantry,
1 Trel, Commanding.
Ore copy of Comment Sheet No, IFW 2357,
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LOST OF LIVING IN PALERMO RYORBITANT

o e i i,

Falermo woman writes to husband:

'A8 it often hzppens on such oeccasions &8 this, there
ae classes thot are destined to mun while other
classes become rich. 1he exchange (of money) has
ruined the white collar workers pecause prices are
'sky-high' owdne to the value of the dollar, &
morrtth's salary is hardly sufficient for g days,
There is tali of tripling saleries but so far we
haven't, heard anything definite. I assure you that
even if they triple salaries it wil] not help things
&I «

"Just think that even in a little village such as
Gurs, prices are 'sky-high!: eggs at 510, chick-
beans at 130 a kito, lentils at 550, and so onl...
a8 matter of fact the people are thinking of" hoard-
ine everybhing againe. e are now doing without
UcEPy meal, fish, etec. ALl that is left for us bo
eal are greens....o0n the other hand, the merchants
are getting rich very repidly. FPorters esrn L100
4 day, wash-women earn much more. This is a trans-
itory perdod and we hope Lhat SC00N. .. W8 can re-
build our wretched Italy uvpon fiymer bases,..n
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CHAOTIC MARKET CONDETIONS AND PROFLTEERING
IN SIGILY

e — - LI e T r

to his tusiness associate (ILtalian i) Slelld

In a letter an civilian

writes:

cost of living is excessively high and impogeible;
t means. As for life in the clty; oever)y=

thing is back 1o noamal except the transporbation service, although
the railroads are running everywhere on the jeland, Regarding the
markets, however, things are begliming to take on a certain smell ac-
cogsibility. The authorities have been trylng to reestablish order
and, thanks to energetic judiclary intervention, they have began 1o

eradicate the irksome sore of i1l egal activity* by means of police

raids.

nirem the first dsy of the State of Emergency, every morning a dozen
or so shops, warehouses, @lC. walre found to have been broken into,
sgpeclally in the official dlstrict,

s was put in clreulation at uncontrolled
The market, tharnks to the

tHere in Catanla the
especially for those wlthou

miuch of the stolen good
prices, which cansed the market o rige,
work and desires of the conpetent futhorities, was foreced Gown OF
at least stabilized as before, 5O thet nows by reason of new lagal
enactments, salling became a problem to all the merchants uiless
they wanted to risk being arrested or having their merchandlse con=
301

figeateds
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"Your stock, on account of the humidity in the house, had begun to deteiw
jorate. You can understand the beautiful pogition in which I found myseliy
being the one most respongible, having in my possession all the papers of
conelgment, Therefore, taking advantape of the chaop and uncertainty of
the market which could rise only with difficulty above what 1t was, 1 put
inte executdion the planw=t which I had at one tims proposed €0 you and 1o
which you had apgreed, To make the long story short, 1 can say that 1 had
no competition inammeh as 70% of the goods was not on the market; and,
bealdes, the conlrolled prices did not make marketing practicasble. That
1s the truth., Mt having seen and congldered the root of all this rotien-
nesgs——CGalatd, I then played my last card; and I will npot conceal from you
the fact that I wns very lucky. I brought the affair to a happy conclusglon
by recuperating to the polnt previocusly aef, so that up to nows I have no

cage for I*Elgrﬂ'[}tluu ML

"Degpite my inalstence that he contime to operate, and just when 1ife be=
gan to return to normalcy,; (at tidg time we might have been able to clear
enormous profite), Marino dld as he pleased and operated in the clty en-

clusively on hls own.™

Examiner's note: % The word used in the original text is
"Tntrallazza”, obscure in itself, but
whoge meaning can be inferraed from the

Eﬂﬂtlﬂ‘jm

#% The exact meaning of much of this letter
is vagne, prepipposing a knowledge of
the mibjects to which the wrlter refers.
"is 18 especially true in the case of
the "propoged plan’; alluded to but not
raveal eds
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HLGH PHICES AND NO ALLOIMENT CAUSE HARDSHIFS
IN SICILY

In a letter to her mshand, an Itelian PW, woman writes:

iy heart craves for fruit, but I cannot buy 1t since I don't
have the wherewithal., I won't speak of bread; because 1t is
very dear: a loaf of bread costs 55 lire; therefore, I am help-
less. I mist content myself with things that cost one lira,

On the maestion of necessities I worry more about you. At
least, 1f I had the good fortune of being united with you once
mors; it would not matter to me even if 1 should have to be=
come a gservante If 1t keeps up like this; that's Juat whav
w111l happen, because without an allotment, what can you do?
fvon 4f my famlly glvea me somathing to eat, they cannot glve
me money as they, too, have thelr backs to the wall, You

would never believe how mich money you need for food, We

have had no macaroni since the month of July. Bat with a
hundred grass of bread, together with vegetsbles we manage to
suetaln ourseives. Tomorrow I must go to Fattli to see whatl
they are doing about the allotment, Before, when I had made
gome inquiries, an officlal came to secure what informatlon 1
could elve him, and I explained to him my sltuation, I tolad
him I was left without a home, wlthout money, and without a
husband. Tell me, therefore, what X should do. I don't know
what they are doing now, Tomorrow when I present myaal&%
the city hall I must reglster, as the official tald me o
fiat I oay now is: send me to my lusband and you can have the
thousand lire which you owe me and I'll add two thougand mors
to that. Humbert, the farmers are filling their pocketbooks:
onie bunch of broeooli, twenty lire—I am weeping tears of blood.
T have planted 900 feet of brocecoli; 1 have hired fiva men gnd
gpent 300 lire and 200 lire for a fence and stakes as an en-
clogure to prevent theft, But I am sure I won't make amy moneys

Anyways I'm trying. I have planted a few beans and that's

enoctgh, " CONFIDENTIAL
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WIFE OF Pii RECEIVES MONEY AND FOOD FROM AMERTCANS

In a2 letter %o her husband, a Sicilian woman writes:

"As soon as the Americans came my allotment was
sugpended, and you koow wery well how 1 had te
manage to get enough to eat. My help cams from
the fmerican orderlies at the infirmary heres
Because of dire neceszity I went ’iﬁg:g’ﬁ two hoors
a day to pet somsthing to eat for 'Bd,’ the babies
and another lady. I did this for a month and &
half and took in 1000 lire, together wlth gifts
of money and other things which they gave to the
children., After only one month they had glven
me many things to eat: meat, coffee, sugar, elo.
And s0 we are now dolng very well and do not
lack anythinge"
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SOARCITY OF FOOD AND HIGH PRICES IN
o SECLY.

ot cilian mother waitea to son (Italian PW) 1

"Dear son, you cannot realize the pain that
our family is emduring, suffexing because
food 1s not obtainable. The cogt of bread
ig 70 1lire a kllo, and we have not saten
any macarorni in 5 months. You can imagine
the state to which ve are redaceds,™
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EEpe] CLANCIO, Maria 203 DIENTA, C. Battlista
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10 Decembar 1913

FOOD SHORTAGE IN VITTORLA, SICILY

In a lstter to Italian Pi, writer statesa:

T want to teall about the food they glve us in Vittoria—
the uge of 'Paﬂ‘tr;:iﬂliﬂ a thing of the past. Then, let's not
talk about bread; they give us 5 grame a day; Gugars 10 grama
a month, bat not always; only when they think of it. As for
other thinzs, thoy glve us nothing at alle Therafore, r.:ant
dealing in the black market be done away with? It will no
be, neither now nor ever becauige, with the rations they give,
ons cannot live, Do you understandft-=insgtead of increasing
them, they have diminished them."
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CobIG {11;__«;*;_,'} | wYa tall me not to suffer, tut 4f only you knew how tha
1 i | lzrj*;-z 1 ;5 1."!vi_x|-". has Fone up since you \'i":'l_'l't avay. Do you ,
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$7LIAN PEOPLE DID NOU WANE WAR ACALSST ALLIES

Translation:
Ttelian civilian states: '
i
Igﬁ?ﬁﬁ learnad th .t yesterday you anbsrked for Tunls for the unknown |
¥ destinntiof of the priponers ol war, but to tell you tha truth :
the hope in our hearts was that you mdght reach tho goil of the
. ! United Stutes. There 8o much besuty smiles in every ©city and in |
LL”EvHFF village, in the midst of the profuse wealth nnd progrens,
L LS, l which meke the americen people great. There is betwsen this
|

I
peopla and ourg thet af finity of sentimentp end cdvility that |
E avid 0w +ha Feocist regime, without the ﬁnmprﬂhﬂnﬁiﬂn'which distinguighes |
_ﬂhﬁuﬁ;ﬂﬁiﬁii Grapt Goversmonts, sought to eradicate from our heerts. They |
ey threw us, without sny’ conscience, into the claws of thoss Huns,
_ | whko have known cbly the senge of berbarily, & BONSO of which hag
« 4 hever been a treit of the I[talien people. They erc & great
| peopls tempered for that evolution which does not permit s war for!
| “he gool of & vile and hated ruls. If the twu delinquents, Hitler|
o and Mussolinl, have 1aid wagte to Ituly, there 1s mow orily one |
hope that yvemalnsz being clope to theee two nations, America und
. Englend. Itely which bas fought so much for her liberty and 1xe
depondence may yel have a worthy plece in the world; for one cans=
st deny the fact that it wes not the Itulimn people that lined
| up mgaingt these two nations which were on their side in the Great|
. War, but the padness of those two mwen to whom go gll our CUrBeE.es |
v We are confldent thot the treatment which will be glven you by thal
imericens will be that of a most eivilized peoples” z?“
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SKYBOCKETING PRICES IN SIGIL
Tranglation:
Civilian in Sieily writea to Italian POW:

"The people are going back to work once meore; let us hope that
things ®1l)l return to normel egain. Thus far, they (English)
have given us no food, with the exception of 150 grams of bread.
At thle rats, wd cannot continue. Everything costs ten times
as mueh gs when the Germans and Fasclsts were here, and so we
all complain. Just think, that eloth which formerly cost five
1ire per ueter now costs 200 lire, and, moreover, a palr of
e e stockings coats from 200 - 300 lire. Tie will bes completely
ﬂ£gqglq§423;% rulned if° tnils lewlessness end neglect does nol cease."
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