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16 Februsry 1944

unnunibered letter dated 1L
g been reported to me ihet

e overprint 'Governd ! ilitsre
on aale for a limited peried 1in

ihe weiter wan in dherge of
ga stampp vereé OVer] rinted for
sod for stoups thet could ve
wery pbanps, The entire svallable
he readed denonminaticne wes OVOr~
Jeced on Bale to the public in the lMeples Foat
stemrps were nvmellable te the publie for purchape
b drned ovar the sdainistretion ¢f Hegion 3
0T, ‘e overirinting wa: carried out becausb
11ied Militery Covernment o 1 not conmply wilith
\114¢d ¥ilitery Covernment
washington, snd which are
in Sieily.
X "he pneastions soked in peragl 6 ph

insuipry sre thus apeciticr 1ly snawaredl

A, "Wy wae gverprinting connidered necegsary?"”
fEwer: naenuse the beat Inform bl on gveilpble ot Toe tine
1mlioated that many post offloces had been looted nnd vhe
ordinery stamps stolen, thareby making thes gveilable for use
v thiaves or those whko Lntar obthined them, 2hus atempn
misht hapve been purchased jllegelly for a fraotion of th

frece value, and even tre omall purckesge price thus-obtelr
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would notbt Lheve yeschad 1)
these atmbrs weére avallable
pede micuse ol them to Gur
ghoole |
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no knowledge thet they were evor "dipcontinued.

were satill on sale wheén the weiter turned over Remglion
; Ve jor Hogerp staten thet the atamp

0 the public until the MOply was ;t

'rrfﬁfFr,
3l nave
renson existed
F in any othex
periods
¢d procedurs,
and meny

rLng

3 tronted?d
gntesimi were
rpeinted for the
e envelones {(the
centeaimi ,
cet OfTlce
cerds of
2ipnps
wal to the
avallable

i s0ld to the
rinted P wns
altanipe OVOLs
TO,000 and
nunber of
in the
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"

£, "thy were they dlecontinued?” jnewer: See
laet parsgraphy

g« ""ho suthorized esuch peasureea?" Answeri
The overprinting of stemps for local uoe in Waples wae
authorized by the writer as Regignel Civil affeirs Officer,
Kegzion 2. It wee, 2nd 1im, constdered a matter of reglonal
giminiatretlion,

4. The letter to which this is a reply statens that
A.M.G. voptage stemps are slraady provided to replace the
Ttalisn series vken necessnry. Thoy were geemingly not
pvailable for wee in Haplea, since every effort by the
inence Division of Fegion 1 to obtain them wma fruit-
' g rhe writer olsd asked tvhe officer in cherje sk ¢

o :
duuerters, Allied Vilitery Covernment, ue wall as the

as

Hop

Chiel of the Finsneca Divielcn therepf, o bave a supply

of the degired stempe sent to lanles. Ko poch otampp were

ever forthooming, oo that when the date for the opening

of the Naples YTost Office drew nigh, the cverprinting wae

avthoriged es a8 subatitute, On vislta %O Teadouarters, Allled
| 1itery CGovernment, the Fiosnee officer, Region 3 end the

Chis § of Ytaff were, on separabte occasions, told thet uo

sue) stemps would be sent to Naplesi snd they #o reported

to the Fegionel Civil Affeirg Officer,

5. The statement ip made that “the elfect of euah
a restricted iesue is to oreate n serrelty of vrlue," Any
scaroity 1n the stenps is due Lo the whnle stoak having
beon suld — a fete that nuat vltimetely await cvery lasue
of rostage steamye,

6., If not out of keeping with existing pelicy, the
wrliter would sppreciste being told why this matter lg thue
veferred to him, The pele of stamps in Wepples is obviously
the concern of Reglon 3 snd mnot of AEG, Pifth Army,. The
letter of enquiry states that the atmmps in question had
récently been on sale in Naples. fhe wrriter has given
sueh 1 nformation es he hea of his own knowledge, and hen
hed to make inguiries of & Reglon J officer (Major Rogers)
for the additicnal dato, g

EDGAR ERSKINE HUWE,

Brigaedier General, G. 8. C.,
8.0.0.0,, AG, Pitth Army.
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\‘ HEADQUARTERS
ALLIED CONTROL CC I B STON,

geourity Intelligence Sectlon.
IIth Februaxy, 1944.

Sup ject: =  Issue of overprinted stumps  in Waples BY Region .

e

To <= (ol. AVEYoung.
Lo ¥4 th fur ther refepence Yo oy report, dated 9 ith FebhruaYy,

TQ44 , regording the nbove pubject, bo—Aay 1 called at & s iamnp

L'l"'l:lv'?I“E‘i shop 2t I8 Vie Wedins, opposite the L.0.0. motor pool.

The dealer's names ovVel the shop has been asmashed and I could nob |
aoeprtain the name.

2% 1n the window 1 saw o0 ceatesimi and 50 cer Lamind wnused gtnaps
vhibi ted, ‘Lmt not priced., I epquired within and was told that I
u;_w:-'l_"-.-"! Py rw;:h 4 28 and a 50 c#ntec imi stamp @t 20 LIRA per palre

T was also © ':{'ml d 35 E'-I’IE, dml st upn at TO0 LIRA each,. Tha
cshop nesistant, who spole English, & 4d both used snd unuse 1 stamps
of thesie deponing (lONE, are in © lm:J--..

/”é£¢& Lo

e T ..,

" ‘ TR .‘ P, P i - ]
e St fy, apn e o e
eﬁ J1 T s

;‘“‘ |

|
|
1
1




HEADQUARTERS o
ALLIED CONTROL COMIISSION,.

security Intelligence Branch.
gth Febvruary, IS944.

Subject:~ ITssue of overprinted stanps in Heples by Fegion 3.

T :— Colonel A B.Younge

13 With reference to the above subject, I hive now interviewed
a e o f 1 b 2 ) 1 =i

Lt. Gol, Progers, Postul und Telecommunications Sub-Commission, At

Salsrno, and Lt. Macnsmars,

2, The feots briefly sre that after the occupition of Naples,
Region 3 issued certzin Itelian Posthpe stanps bearing an overprint
" GOVERNO UILITARE ALLBATO ", Oply ¢ limited number were on

-

axle gnd then the isailed either van oult, or was cancelled,

3e Tt.0ols Propers sow Brigadier Hume and Major Rogera, of
Recion 3, about the third week in vaemhﬁr, 1943, and digcussed
variouws postul matbers as Lt.Cole<Progers wished to make sure that
the save policy mia being persusd ih both Selerno and Naples over
all postel matters, He asked why it had been necessary to over-
print on Ttalian stemps and Brigadier Hume said beesuse he had
information that a leoxge guantity of Tfalisn slanps had been-stolen,
and thet by issuing overprinted stumps 1V was moking the sStolen
GHES valueless, Li.C0l.Prorere suid that he copsildered the
wwerprinting gquite uwhneceBsaxy,

Ae L copy of Lit.Col.Fropexrs! repoxrt, dated 25-1I-43,i8 attached, |

Thia report was sent to Cuptailn Stone, A.C,C.Brindisil, who replied }

geying he did not coneider overprinsiing necessury. Li.Col,Frogers i

] only used Italian stamps in Salexnorrovence, |

De It gradually ceme Yo the notice of Lt,Col.Prorers that

"Black Market" in theee overprinted stanps hud been started due to i y.
bhe ]1miguﬂ guantity aveilable He drafted & report on the subject, ;

copy aitached, duted Z-F-44, U1L the x report hes not yet ben sub- |

mitted, but it is useful as 1t sets out the position as knowh 0
Lt.Col, Progers, |

6 I heve wlso seen Col.H2nderson at Salerno, B aedanity
Rk XX XRRLY wito showed me o Jetter, from Lt.Col, A,GBrown to
Jupinin M. Hay, dated 20-I-44. Copy attached, original in the
posigession ol Col,Hende¥son, The letter sets out in no uncertain
terms Lt,Col Brown's views aboul the overprinting of these stanps.

— S

1
i |
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T4 confirms thui only 20, 15 and %0 centesini were overprinted
and gives figures for uvie totul pumber of etamps overprinted, It
in not known if these Tipgures ale gorrect,

s Lecording to Lt.Col, Frofers tre Italien postal authorities
hid available in HAeples at the time of the Allied entry = aueniivy
of stamped post cards bearing I5 and 30 centesini stanps. The 15
wes Por deiivery inside the City and the 30 centgsimi wes io¥
delivery outside Naples, The fllies decided To ukLe & flat rate
of 50 c‘E-n basimi for mll deliveries inzide and outside Naples,

aoth post cards ind letters, &0 that At was necesegcexry to putb

315 -mTl o0 centesimi etampe on the po at onrds and 50 centesimi on
lettera,

4 157 iﬁ reporved that Brigadier Hume is a stonp collectoX,
: re officers I have interviewed can positively

Gs Mader Hend of the Postal und Telecomnunications Sub-
commission 8 at pregent checking the postsl aysten of Region 3
with Mzjor Hogera, 1 ®m hoping to sce him 10-day whan I hope
he ean supply me with the Tollowing informs tion, or obtain it
; in the near future during toe couree of his woric:-—
(e) Who netually wuthorised the overprinting and for what
e H --rr-
(b) The dencmination of the stamps overprinted und the auan ity

(c) I-“tluui:rr af the stock of stuups held by the Ituliens
rH e i.iifrlf TJ.J. ’bhE ft]lit_:f:l f'J.ETll:Y..

() why overprinting was atopp®d and on whose anthori‘ty.

(e)

The avernge number of stamps used weekly in Naples. ‘

L0, In | J1.G.0,1 Book of Instruetions, 2nd Edition, onpdge
6, puys 66, und page 178, paya 6, mention is made of a special |
1gaue of ALLG.O.T stumps to be uped. These speclial staups were '
jppurvently only used in Siclly and nob in any othex Reglon, |
|
f'

//,(,,M /Eéémf |
JJ.lTJ "lﬂ,
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