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_ SICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
Allied Armies in Italy
LPO 777 = U5 Army
Ji=215
22 June Li

subjeck: Interrogation of Nino FCRATO allas NIA

A« Circuswstances Leading to Interrogution:

tnen arrested June 22, Lorvenco PLIZI, subject of imterro-
pation Ji-209, statod thet he had been warned by one Mno PIRATO
that it wes known Lmel no (PIZ L) was & Germian Ageat. FOIATI hime-
gelf wag also swployod by GIS, It wes, therefare, decmed advisable
to invostipgate FGRATO and he was placed under arrest and held at
Lthe disposition of thie Unit.

Tie perganal etailso:

WEe 1 Hi.l'lﬂ VURALD - Llias 1A

Dorms AL Asolo (Prov. of Troviso) on 5-7-1927
Adrdresss Home', Via Trlonfale i85

ecunetions f.‘f’]_‘ operator with Italian Alr FPorce.

Ca nackground:

buring his yaulh, FORATO Yived at QUBUB, nets LETZ , wheite
he still has relatives. His mother and father dled asbout 8 vears
age, so he returned to Ilaly,

From 1940 Lo IRL2, he atlended 8 GILE course in radio
rele raply at ANZYI0 copether with many other Ttal lan youthe frow
abroads AL the end of the courso, he gat for the exuaifation in
ore and was shortly aftervards called up.

After the Aamisticey he failed to reglster for service

with the Republican Terces for scme tine,

De Contact with Germm Intelligence Organizationt

T RER. UE ey B S

FLRATO frejuently reported to the "Contro Asaistenzad
at Meabe pario. On about 10 F s 4 Iriend of his nemod
Vincenzo HADETTI, who &lso abtended the Cenlro, suggested Lhat
they should make an appolntment with a cortain Yaresciallo IE
FELICE, she would provide than with emploaymont which would re-
lieve them from the necessity of military service,
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The appolntment was made wilth Ul FELICE who presented
themto a Lieutenant at the jinistry of War. This Lisutenant
then took them to the Albergo Regina in Via Veneto wierc Lhey were
sintroduced to a German Captain HAUG. [AUG asked thew for personal
particulars and told thon to repart on the following duy Lo the
Pensione Flavia,

The follosing dsy, NAUG lesued bhem a permit, Infarmed
thom that ther would racelve 150 live dully aad thib they vwould
go on a course of ingvrucilon dn W/T at Florence, In the meantluo,
they were Lo await instreetlons. For the purpuies of the service,
FORATO was riven the niune of NWINA.

Le Prevarabion fopr wlssion dn ABHUZZD AXQ&:
*m___.#_—hﬂqd—-—-hrrﬂ—h-'———-_

resicrdn the end of Pebrovaty,; FUREATO was Pivan an Lilere
viow nlone with Captadn 11AUG,. He wes intumed that Lhere sas an

trooreant mission Lo be carried out in ABRUZED.  FORATO agreed Lo
udertake it, thougl he wak not given any Mfmrtlier detailns,

vhe same day, in the commany of en [tallan TLieubenant,
gnlmiewn te hia, e was teken in a Germhn larry bo CTIVITAOUANA,
They slept the niszhit in & veasank s nouse wd iy the mornine were
interviewed by o Jernman Lieutenant (name un'moevn). The lalier ex-
plained that they were Lo Croas the Allied lines and return with
inforoation vezardling allisd dispusitions; ect. The Inalian [ it
cpant refusod Lo mission, plewling hls lack of knowledme of Ghat
parlicular area. He was accordingly semt buck Lo Rame. FORATO,
liceever, ~oreed and vas baken on to GIARDTACITIE.

fit, GUATDIAGREIE, FORATO was glven {inal instructions
B but, upon hearing thet the moximum payment was only 2,000 lire,
he refused the mission. le wae cent back to CTUITAOUANA Whenes,
aftey o weel's delay, he was senlt Lo Rome,

tm arrival in Rame, FUUATO rmmesed the night at the
Albergo FIonA, The nestt morning ho was called befora HAIN:, who
wag very angry and refused to glve him any pay for bthe month of
Warch «

Preparatlions for Mlsslon from ARPINO:

e

Tovierds the ond of ¥arech, FEHATO was agaln called bo-
fore MAUG and informed thet he would be given anolher chance.
The nature of his future missolon was nol revesled; but he was
pent to ARPING. Theare he was lodged at the CATO MARIO Hotel

from 27 warch to about 10 luye £}

J1
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Turing thias period PiRAT) states that he did nothing,
Pe wan interviowed mapy tinss by 1t. RIANCHT who apreared to he
in cammend of the Cerran Eeplonere He. &t ARFTINO, BIAICHT tried
to persunde hinm te wndartabe warlops mizeicre, each of which
PRATS refused nlendire lnck of sneviledge of the area in cuestion,

Finally, BIANCHT told PrRATY that he would be glven a
il charec. He would he sant to the Goncentration Camp of
pritich, Amerilcars and south Africans at. CINVE CITTA. Here, he
would be treghed just like the otbhar Imisonerss, He was to make
Friends thare apd gecure 3 letter addrossed to some officer in

she Allied Yone. 4ith this, he would ba able to eross the lines
in safebs,

FORATO spent 15 days in the Camp. [lle bocame friendly
with a serpeant vha gave hin a lettos. FUILATO then told the
guards, and he was reletsed and taken to Rome. He was lodeed in

- the Albergo Verona in Via S. Yaria fagriore. Here, the follmwing
aftarnoon (3 June) ILt. BIAWHI visited hin, BTANCHT paid him

2000 1lire and told hin that he would call feor him on the followe
hE dav,

The follwing dew, tha A11iod Lroons ware alroadv ene
LErIng Rame and POTATO 20w no mors of ATRINTET. e went daily
vo the faniro ies’stensa for food. &n 22(7) June, he was arroge
ted by an official of bLhe I'u8., Ho was subsequently questioned
end releasod with Znelmetions to repowrt dailv,

(te Varuing to obher Apentss
m“-ll--.ﬂ._“_._—h*“

loem bis reloase MEATO wenk ot onea to warn two of
hio fellow apeits who were in Rome vith a vireless transmitt inp

et manely lwliel TNRTT (legd o this ynit JX=210) and Lorenzo
' FOZ T (repls thio unit JR=200Y

sSussocment ly PYATO s a72dn mrrested on this inatruct-
1on o tlde undt,

He Licrrnonbs e

The interrogatar feols that it ia more than likely

Lnat PeATo ddd actually earry out a ahart=range nlssion while
at ARPINO,

It is also felt that he is nol telling the whole truth
regarding his final interview witl BIANCHI. If he had told BIANCHI

Elet he had failed to goet. the letter (as he would nave us believe)p b
he would have not been paid, Instead, he reeccvived 5000 !ire ard, 3 0
withoul d ubt, instructions rogarding his mission, 3

- 3 -
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The lettor received Cron the Sergeant 12, he ohales,
anarg his personal effacie. IU seowid be interosting to hee 1f
1t khas been cpensd and what Lhe wording 1.

I, Conclusion:

Moahlo ls definibely & opy, used .or shol ranpe mis-
cions by Lhe Abwehs.

e fact thwt he ks ol bzon o the course ot Flarence
may indicate Lthat be was not Lo bBe glven a Liansmluting set,

FORATO was responalble for retrulting both TCRY'I and
COHOA, wecording o Lids cwn et admicBlon.

de [licconu nagtlon for Dighesul:

It is recomnended thet FOATO be further intorrogated

by (¥DIC, with a view Le his ultlasroe tidel on whe charge of do-
s i
PLODEEE o

e opaulon gundacted and reporl written hy Capb, Pe.
Fulrwezbher - 50X Noe 3 Unity; who was atigched to this Unlitl for
this oo, .

appendix Attachod,

AFDREW H,. LERDTHG
Hajor, Alr» Corps.

29
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APPEHDIX AN

Capiain HAUG = In Camatnt eb Pensione FLAVIA, Height 1.69 mj
: ohiz builds uge LO <50 yearsa; blondy clemnshaven
speke 1itblie Italian, bub very good French.

L Ihe DLARLL in commend ab ARPIhU. Heipght 1.7, m3 slender
S vuildy wgs 20 - 40 years; chestnui hairy spoke
Ttullzn very [luently with litile eccent.,

i 4F "
APEADIX '3n =~ IUALIAN BRSONALITIES
ARTCHy Fudllo pative of Swyrine Albtended v/T course at ANZIO,

Lase seen at Cernbro Assistenza in February, wien
he was aboul Lo zZo Lo FLADMMCE for abweln coursea,
hae 21 yearsy hemlsul .74 m3 cnestrmut hair,

BELLCOC T, rlando — Hative of Feypl. attend2d &/T course at AMZTO,

B ' T Last seen ab Centyo Assisbanga In Mobpuar Y. When
he wns aboubt 0 7o to Floreace for Abwehr course.
e 19 veara: neloht 1,70 mp deark halre and eves,

GARDUIE Jeuiva of Reypl. Attauded v % course al AVZIO

g I= 1 jast sean al Centro Aselstenpa in Tohiruacy,
A aboun Lo go Lo florence for fbwehr course,
higr 19 gears 3 nalght 1.75 mi chestnub hairg
brom syes,

CONCA, Laaenico = Horn in France, Speaks fluent french. At

Laadod WA course ab Anzio. Recruited for Abschr

by #ORMATO. Werd on Abwehr course in FLURENCE in

\ Febiuary. Ape 21 yeacas helght 1.75 m} red face;
black curly aadrs thin balld,

SYALDNT, Glanpaulo - Bacn 1a Creeces dent on 1;/&‘ course oI GLIE
ab ANZLO. later civilian Vi/T operator of the
Army in oo, Went on Abwele course at FLORITICE
in Februarye. Ame 20 yearsy heldght 1.78 m3g thin
buildy brown hair and eyes,

FARTANL, Antonio - Born In Groccg. fieat on %/ course of GIE
at ANZI0, and Abwehr course in FIONENCE IN Febe
ruary. Age 20 years; height 1.78 my thin buildjg
brovn hair and cyes,

27
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LENGIONL, Alberto - Native of ¥yypbt. UNemt on /T course of GILE
el ANZIC. Ialer im Guurdia Pinanga, At-
vBaGen Junelr couree al FLORVNCE oen Good Friday.
Lest, rren dn leme 1n Horeh, when staving ob &
pensione ln Vio Labtardla 40, Flat 8, Ape 23
years s neigint 1,70 m3; blend haiyg thin face,

of LAHENAC, Sulvebcre - Lo dn Egypte Tent on v/T course of GIIE
aby ARZIO3 and Abwehr course in FIORENCE IN
Vabrutyy. Afe 20 yearss helght 1,70 m: doark
wzdr and oyes.

wbGi0, Gaucepne =  Forn in Ugyplb. Yent on CIIF ecowse et LNZI0
rater /T elvilian oparator for jrmy Heud-
quartars 1 Roaee, Asliuiced Abwehr course ot
FLOKFRLLE in Rebruary. Apce 21 yearss; helpit
173 m; thing: chestnut hair,

Pliil, Lorenzo - Native of Creezt. Tarnod by FORaTo that he
shil i3 ] .L:.L'E'ply' Tlﬂ LE H}‘Eﬂfsﬂd' T':l'nj"r' E:-L 'IiEPlJ‘EiLl‘m
of this Unit., ept; JX - 20T

FALATORN 5 Abtildio = L In Bgypt. Altendud CTLE course in v/p
atb MIZIC. In Pelnuain wert Lo FIORENCL for
soWelrr cownrse. age 21 yearasy beight 1.78 my
wloitde hair.

JOiT, Iaiel feeriited for Abwely by FRATO. larned by
FORATO Lhat his armeest Ly Allies 1ilxely,.
dan ah diapoditim o Lals it » Ji=210,

VITATE, Nieolo « Ton in Bzyph. Went on GOV céurse at 41410
at FHEENCE 1n Pebrunry for Alsekr course,
‘e 21 yoews; W vreravor; helght 1,77 m:
chaatiat Dadrs slim build,

BMALIMO, Fiotro = Capluin of Ralion Ay Foree. U/ operstor
Tnstrueead anerrican pilots before the war,
Geel G AN OR) I dpeil when he boasbaed thal
e had just cwpleted o wigsion asd had brought
bunk exne: Llent infomat Ion far the CGermanyd,
Jater aseen in Nowe after the Allded oceupation.
At one Lime stayed in Albergo Atlantico. Ape
about 50 yearsj helght 1.723 dirk hair and
Oy (il ,




22 June 44

Subject: . Interrogetion of Nino FORATO alias NINA

sell was also employed by GIS, It was, therefore, deemed advigable
bo investigate FORATO and he was placed under arrest and held at
the disposition of this Unit,

B.  Personal Details:

Name: Nino FORATO - alias NINA

Born: At Asole (Prov, of Treviso) on 5=7-1923
Address: Rome, Via Trionfale 185

Occupation: W/T operator with Italian Ay Force,

C. Bagkeround:

During his youth, FORATO lived at OUBUB, near METZ, where
he still has Trelatives. His mother and Tfather died about 8§ years
8g0, WO he returned to Italy,

abroad. At the end of the couwse, he sat for the examination in
Rome and was shortly afterwards called up,

’ After the Armistice, he failed to regleter for service
with the Republican Forees fop sane time,

D.  Conteet with German Intelligence Organization:

FORATO frequently reported to the "Centro Assistenza™
at Monte Mario. On about 10 February, a friend of his named
Vincenzo BADETTE, who also attended the Centro, suggested that
they should make an appointment with a certain Maresciallo DE
FELICE, who would provide them with employment which would re-
lleve them £rom the hecensity of military service,

25
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The appointment wes made with DE FELICE who presented
them to a Lieutenant at the Ministry of War. This Lisutenant
then took them to the Albergo Regina in Via Veneto where they were
introduced to a German Captain HAUG, HAUG asked them for personal
particulars and told them to report on the following dey to the
Pensicne Flaﬂ&.l

The following day, HAUG iseued them a permit, informed
them that they would receive 150 lire dally and that they would
g0 on a course of instruction in W/T at Florence. In the meentime,
they were to await instructions. For the purposes of the service,
FORATO was given the name of NINA,

E. PFPreparation for Mission in ABRUZZO0 Area: E

Tomards the end of February, FORATO was given an inter-
view alone with Captain HAUG, He wes informed that there was an
important miesicn to be arrried cut in ABRUZZO, FORATO agreed to
underteks it, though he was mt glven any further details.,

The same dey, in the compeny of an Italien Lieutenant,
unknown to him, he wes taken in & German lorry to CIVITAQUANA,
They slept the night in a peapant's house and in the morning were
interviewed by a Gemmén Lisutenent (neme unknown). The latter ex-
Pleined thet they were to cross the Allied lines and return with
information regarding Allied dispositions; ect. The Italian Lieut-
enent refused the méseion, pleading his lack of knowledge of that
perticular area. He wes accordingly sent back to Rome. FORATO,
however, egreed and wes taken on to GUARDIAGRELE,

At GUARDIAGRELE, FORATO weas given final instructions

but, upon hearing thet the maximum payment was only 2,000 lire,
he refused the mission, He was sent back to CIVITAGUANA whence,

after a week's delay, he was sent to Rome,

: On arrival in Home. FORATO paseed the night at the
Albergo FLORA. The next morning he was called before HAUG, who
was very angry and refused to give him any pay for the month of
March,

F. PEreparations for Miss ARPINO:

Towards the end of March, FORATO was again called be-
fore HAUG and informed that he would be glven ancther chande,
The nature of his future mission was not revealed: but he was
sent to ARPINC, There he was lodged at the CAIQ MARIO Hotel 24
from 27 March to about 10 May. - =
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During this periog FORATO states that he did nothing,
He was int erviewed namy times by Lt., BIANCII who &ppesred to be
in comand of the (Ferman Espionage Hg. at ARPINO, BIANCHI trieq
to persuade him to undertake various miseions, each of which
FORATO refussd Pleading leeck of knowledge of the frea in questicn,

British, Americans and South Africens at CINE CITTA, Here, he
would be treated Just like the other prisoners, He was to make
riends theme ang secure a letter adiressed to same officer in
the Allled Zons. With this, he would be able to cross the 1lines
in safety.

FORATO spent 15 days in the Usmp. He became friendly
with a sergeent who gave him a letter, FORATO then tola the
guards, and he was released and takmn to Rome. He was lodged 4in
the Albergo Verona in Via 8, Maris Maggiore . Hera, the following
efternoon (3 June) Lt, BIANCHT visited him, BIANCHT paid him
9000 lire and told him that he would gall fop him on the follow-

ing day.,

The following day, the Allied troops were already en-
tering Rome and FORATO SEW no more of BIANCHI, He went daily
bo the Centro Agsistenza fop food. On 22 (?) June, he waa arres-
ted by an official of the P.S, He was Bubsequently Questioned
bnd released with Instructions to Yeport daily,

Ge WEI'II.'I.HE t-E nthgl‘ ﬂﬂﬁntﬂi

Upon his release FORATO went at cnce to warn two of
his fellow & genta who were 1in Rome with a wireless transmitting
86t; namely Luigi TORTI (Rept. this Unit JX-210) and Lorenzo
PIZZI (Rept. this Unit IX.209%,

Subsequently FORATO Wes ogaln arrested on the Instructe
ion of this Unit,

H. ﬂuﬂnn&nﬁ :

The iInterrogator fesls that it is more than likely
that FORATO did actually carry out a short-range mission while
at ARPINO,

It is also felt that he is not telling the whole truth
regarding his final Interview with BIANCHI, XIf he hag told BIANCHI
that he had failed to get the letter (as he would have us believe):
he would not havs beep baid. Instead, he recelved 5000 lire and,
without doubt » 1nstructions Tegearding his méssion, -

.1
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The letter received from the Sergeant 1s, he states,
emong his personsl effects. It should be interesting to see 1f
it hae been opened and what the wording 1s.

I. Conclusion:

FORATO is definitely a spy, used far short range mis-
gicne by the Abwehr,

The fact that he has not been on the course at Florence
may indicate thet he was not to be given a transmitting set,

FORATO wes responsible for recruiting both TORTI and
CONCA, sccording to his won admission.

J. Hecommendation f Dis :

Tt is recommended that FORATO be further ilnterrogated
by CSDIC, with a view to his ultimate trial on the charge of ese

plonsge.

Interrogation conducted and report written by Capt. P
Pairweather of SCI No. 3 Unit, who was attached to this Unit for

thieg cese,

Appendix Atteched.

ANDREW H, BERDING
Major, Adr Corps.

22
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APPEY X A" - OERMAN PERSONALLL IS, :

Captain HAUG - In command at Pensione FLAVIA. Height 1,69 mj
thin build; age 40 - 50 years; blondjcleanshaven
spoke little Italian, but very good ¥rench,

Lt , BIANCHI In command at ARPINO. Height 1.74 m; sleshder
build; age 30 - 40 years; chestnut hair; spoke
Italian very fluently with little accent,

k ok W ¥

AFPPENDIX "B" - ITALIAN PERSONALLTIESD

ARTOM 1io Native of Syria, Attended W/T course et ANZIR,
Last seen et Centro Assistenza in February, when
he was about to go to FLORENCE for abwehr course.
Age 21 years; helight 1.74 m; chestnut hair,

BELLOCCI, Orlando - Native of Egypt. Attended W/T course &t ANZIO,
Last seen at Centro Assistenza in Felruary., whemn

he was about to go to Florence far Abwehr coursee
Age 19 years; height 1.69 m; dark helr and eyes,

CARBONE Netive of Egypt. Attended W/T course at ANZIO
Last seen at C ntro Assistenza in February,
when about to Bo to Florence for Abwehr course,

Age 19 years; height 1,75 m; chestnut hair;
brown eyesS.

CONCA, Domenico - Born in France. Speeks fluent French, At~
tended W/T course at ANZIO. Recruited for Abwehr

by FORATO. Went on Apwehr course in FLORENCE in
February. Age 21 years; height 1.75 m; red face;
black curly hair; thin build,

EVALDI, Gi - Born in Oreece. Went on W/T course of GILE
at ANZIO, Later civilian W/T operator of the
Army in Rome. Went on Abwehr course at FLORENCE
in February. Age 20 yeers; height 1.78 m; thin
build: brown hair ani eyes.

FABIANI, Aptonio ~ Born in Greece, Went on W/T course of GILE
at ANZIO, and Abwehr course in FLORENCE in Feb-
ruary., #Age 20 years; height 1.78 m; thin tuild;
bfown hair and eyes, -

21




S 'y

e ——

Declassified E.O0. 12356 Section 3.3/NND Nao, ,r";-..':__-._[ ff:,_-

=

LENCIONE, Alberto =~ Native of Egypt. Went on W/T course of GILE
at ANZIO. Later in “pardia ¥Finanza. At-

tended Abwehr course at FLORENCE on Good Friday,.
Last seen in Rome in March, when staying at a
pensions in Via Lombardia 40, Flat 8, Age 23
years; height 1,70 m: blond hair; thin face.

DE LORENZO, Salva@ore - Born in Egypt. Went aa W/T course of GILE
at ANZIO; and Abwehr course in FLORENCE in

February. #Age 20 years; height 1,70 m: dark
hailr and eyes.

MUCCIO, Giusepps - Born in Egypt. Went on GILE course at ANZIO
Later W/T civilian operator for Apmy Heade

quarters in Rome, Attended Abwehr course at
FLORENCE in Februery. Age 21 years; height
1.75 m; thin; chestnut heir.

= HNative of Greece. Warned by FORATO that he
was llikely to be arrested. Now at disposition
of this Unit. Rept: JX-209,

PIZZ1, Lorenzo

PARAT Attilio = Porn in Egypt. Attended GILE course in W/T
at ANZIO. In February went to FLCORENCE for
Abwehr course, 4Age 21 years; height 1.78 mj
blond hair.

TORTI, Lyigd Recruited for Abwehr by FORATO. Wernsd by
FORATO thet his arrest by Allies likely,

Now at disposition of this Unit = JX=210

VITALE, Nicolp = Born in Egypt. Went on GILE course at ANZIO
At FLORENCE in February for Abwehr course,
Age 21 years; W/T operator; height 1,77 mj
chestnut hair:; slim build,

MARINO, Pistro Captain of Italien Air Force. W/T oporator
Ans truoted American pilots before the war,
veen at AHPINO in April when he boasted that
he had Just campleted & mission and had brought
back excellent informstion for the Germans,
Later seen in Rome after the Allied occupstion,
At one time steyed in Albergo Atlantico. Age
about 50 years; height 1,72 ,; dark heir and
eyesd.

20
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SUBJEOT: FORATO Nino SECRET

Off'ice of the AC of 8 (-2
ROME ATIIED ARBA COMMAND
CMP

R e R S T T e S T o S e S T e i e

G/ P210/BR

& Ot 4l
Capt GALE,
Security Intelligence ACC

1. Attached herewith is a CSDIC report on above mentioned
Sub Ject,

2s o 1t will be noted that CSDIC recommend internment.

3« AFHQ have asked that ACC should express an opinion as to
whether there is a posasibility of triel in this case.

L.  Will you therefore please examine the oase and inform this
Headgquarters of your opinion.

TR

Seogurity

Diffiﬁi n F:LFIWLJ
.2 170 . (D.A.D. YOUNG)

Coe0td L g L. Col. ,

| U'ﬂk Hﬂ M#a‘ G-S:

| ®ile No /HQ.

. Actiom

el T e




SUBJEOT ¢ PORATO 1Tino. SROEAET

OfPice of the AC of 5,G-2
ROLE ARBA ALLIED COLD FANTD

anw

G/12d O/BR
20 Tov. ’-I-h-

. ™A -
apt GALLE,

" security Intelligence Afls

mupkher to this office letter a/1210/nR dated 16 Oct hlie

Moy this office please be informed of the progress of this case.

m, LU-‘.. J.-"
o L} (D.A.D. YOUNG)
Lt.[!ﬂl-,
G.S.

s
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