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SECURITY INTELLIGENCE

1 December 1943,

MEMORANDIM =

T0: Celonel A, E, Young.

SUBJECT: Letter concerning the Dismicsal of two Com-
mupists from the PWE Public Opinion Survey.

L

1. Attached 1s a transletion of a letter written by two
Communists concerning their dismissal from the FWB Fublic

Opinion Survey, which is self-explanatory.

2. PBoth of the gentlemen concerned are very influentizl
members of the ILehor Front at Palermo and engaged themselves
in this work simply because they had no employment under the

b Faselst regime and needed the small salary offered.

3. The undersigned 1s lnelined to agree with the con-
clusions drawn in the finsl parsgraph concerning the utility

and advisability of conducting such a survey under present

#

.’.
o

conditions in Sieily.
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LCaptain, M.
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28 November 1943

Since the beginning certain rersons beleonging to the ILefitist
parties have been excluded from the Puhlia Opinion Service organ-
1zed under the direction of the PWH for investigation of the needs
and opinions of the people through 2 canvess designed for that
purpose., Last Saturday, after abpout a month of service, two fom-
munists were dsmissed, and they were glven to understand that this
action was taken for no other reason than that they belonged to the
Communist Party. Two days later, the wife of cne of these Communists
wag dlsmissed for the same reason, though she had never engaged in
any politieal activity whatsoever, -

It 1s to be noted that even under the unhappy Fasecist regime
the ahove mentioned lady was never offered any molestation and
continued to teach in the public sehools, in spite of the persecut-
lons to which her husband was subjected,

It is to be noted likewise ‘that there are still remalning in
this service Fasclsts who are well known as such and continue to
profess such ideas,

This dismissal, unimpottant in l1tself, constitutes a grave
precedent when eomprared with the principles of liberty and dem-
ocracy which the Allies profess,

As to the opinion which the more sensible of the investigators
have formed of the usefulness of this canvass 1t is the following:

Thet in such a serious sitystion as the present. one, a
canvass of this kind not only will produce a true picture - but
will also be harmful, as it will arouse hopes which eannot be
immedlstely fulfilled and wil] give rise to explosions on the pert
of discontented people which not many of the investigators are
capable of calming with suftable explanation,

(8igned) Antonino Graéﬁeo
- Grasso
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THE LABOR FRONT

111-considered movements on the part of the masses are
spreading with increasing intensity over the whole island,
encouraged by Fascist agents and by 11i-intentioned agltators,
who seek thus to create a situation extremely dangerous for
the parties of the Left- Communists, Soclalists, and Repub-
licans- threatening to compromise those who have for over
twenty years strenuously combatted Fascism since its very

beginnings.
The Labor Frnt desires the people of Siclly to know

that 1t 1s not the action of the revoluticnary partiles
which is provoking these incidents, which all deplore at
this time as useless and damagihg, but that they arise it
of current physical canditions themselves, they arise oul
of a sense of justice of fended by the cuntinuation in power
of thoseFaseist and pro-Fasclst elements who still Iave
concentrated in tireir hands economic and political pnwerf,
abusing 1t today as they diad befcwﬁ.

The Labor Frent desires the Siecilian peopleg to know
that the real responsibility for the present situation falls
exclusively o the shoulders of the Itallan governing classes,
on the industrial and landowning capitalist middle class =

formerly the supporters of Faselsm in defense d its

e s -
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#hreatened interests - which, concerned aly with money
énﬂ tﬁe preservation of 1ts power, today 1s still exploiting
i and oppressing the people, shifting to others its own grave
responsibility, mislesding with fraudulent counsels and
subversive information the honest policies of the Allied
Government, reventing 1t from achiefring for the benefit
of the people the task of reconstruction which it had under-
taken.

These are the governing classes which today in Siclly,
camouflaped in various ways under the guise of rofessed
anti-fascism or abandoned sepration, continue with bare- i
faced impudence, alded even by the "King's Carabinieri® |
and Mafia, to hold the people in a state of extreme poverty,

B exercising that dictatorshlp which, not only under the
i Fasclst regire but in all times, they have brutally exer=-
clsed.

Just as in 1919 and 1922, so tolay they are closely
united under the standards of antl-goclalism and anti-com-
munism, rrovoking and instigating the masses ln every way

with tle object of once agaln checking the forces of revo-
lution and progress, ready to recreate in new form a dlcta-
torship dn the exact Fasclst madel ,

The whole Sicilian people should know that those who

direct The Labor F ront, ever since the beginning of the

Allied occupation, have not failed to exert a continuous
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thfough frultless effort to bring the military government
to a realization of the true state of affairs 1n Sielly and
take the necessary steps in the name of liberty and democracy.
Memorials, reports, oral and written,protests have been pre=
sented to the Allied authorities; proposals cffered for the
solution of the food problem, which, already serious by
reason of Fascist misgovernment and the war, is now becoming
graver atill by reas of the incapacity, dishonesty, and
corruption of the men in power, have been formutated and
presented to the members of the Military Government, which,
however, up until now has not taken the necessary action,
Now the parties of The Labor Front:

— deplore fhese unorganized movements of the masses, not
only and not so much because thay will be put dovn wlth

3 bloodshed, but above all because at the present juncture

i they cannot fail to harm the interests of the workling classes
themselves and are entirely to the advantage of Fascism and
Nazl Germany;
%+ invite the entire population to preserve that studied calm
which 1s the mark of strength in grave moments of history;
— exhort the workers to organize themselves within the frame-
work of their own labor unlons and have falth in the parties
ieh will tave to lead them, after the war, in the final
struggle for the conquest of power and self-government of the

people, and in these days in the lawful struggle for the con=

guest of bread and political liberty; 3
— address themselves directly to the Allied Military Goernment,

C-0=-l=F=1-D-E-N-T~I-4-L - 3= GeQ-l{=F=~T-D-E-N-T-I-A-L
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with the end that it should now take account of the situation,
so as to provide for the eliminatlion of poverty, speculation,
and corruption, which are the real causes of dis ontent and |
the mesent agltations;

— decline all responsibility for acts which are not attribut-
able to them and reserve the most ¢ cmplete liberty of action

in case the present most unhappy conditions shonld be prolonged

indefinitely.
PALERMO, 24 NOVEMBER 1943

THE COMMUNIST FARTY
THE SOCIALIST FRARTY

Gl <

THE SOCIAL-REPUBLICAN PARTY
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