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HONE ARSA ALLIRD COMISAND (J
o 8t the O af 4, (=2 i
O Ne /A, U3 ARMY f F

o/ RGO/ AR
JRITECT : AFERNT Jehm
SPARUL Gerald
HMD Wheoegh (ROBB 3pernd)
T s A of 3, G=2 AW
% Tetarones ia made o your GRY. 3089450/ A=25

of 20 Dec 415

2 Imatructions as por pmra 5 of above-guoted
latter have boan duly eoarried out; and coploa of @
daclaration sicnsl by all three subjecta ure h:,tt.uu ad

haruio.
/ﬁl iﬂaﬁzfﬁ*“
{leﬂijj ‘!-lf Lr} b I‘ ‘} ﬁo
Caatain U
oy Majloy
L0 Jus AC of 8, 0=2(0CI)

Copy Co: Heec Dlv, PAdblic 3alaty Sub Comriosion,
(vithout anclosurea)

Hf:ni’r renoe telaplione t:h:.'-'r-rc"r"*ﬂ'*.t:l.m1 |

] HATEY = Capt DWVINSOR 27 Dea LY.
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o0 Degonber 1945

(5371309 150/ 11=25

PyE0Te  SIERNWI, John
GIEIML, Oorndd
R, Thonaph e (@Robb S PIT.)
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Tea A OF Py =2y TR G

gl

|
1. lefevenoa this hoasguarcord lattay :-‘;‘-}'.Ev-j-r?f.-‘ii'pﬁﬂf fw )

datol 27 Jaunury Lbe

ne  Herewith cony OF WAY Orfiou Lok er Vel Hi[’i..".-ﬁﬂfm dated

7 Deosber 4lie
S A=0n daged 20 Eﬂﬂﬂnﬂwrg ;'.,,.;,L’Li)

3, Fn bhip Heeldquorters QBT=300e430
L5, anthority for the rolosse of ML, John wis given, an the srou

[’ o Tars 2 of attached Var OFfico lathere

| :

G he ¥t will ne ncted homever that the rovisions of para 3
| in this letter rognivedvo be oopunicated to SPRNT, Gerald nnd RO

nhonugite The iast om adirass of thewns Luo woeseTyy WEDE
via Baliuno, 8 {Mat G)
| e
LS
BYhy ' ﬁ‘]a i J
Fe Moy myrangemants pleass be wale s oo dnnotion with

seanrity Divinion, Fublio payety crb=onnl sgion, TH) Alliod Jenpilsndnn,
Lo inform ST, Corald pnd RODE, Themigh acooxlinglys

por the A.eletant Cpiel ox & afiy G—21 Seouritby

Ll

i W Ty ITOHOLS
[o—olonil y Geisling
Agat AD af ﬁ. G

|.|-"bl.| Ii

Arhe ..
NoAS 2, |
W > ,_.'mt-ﬂ_lb

A3 ELOn fidie &v

Cop, Lo /
piblic Satety

| caaurity Diviaiong
Allied Comidasicn = Uopy

Sub={Jon dpadon, I, :
Tﬂfﬂmim 'ihﬁl.ltﬁﬂ‘f_ﬁﬁﬁﬂ]" (!-ﬂ"ﬁl T Dec 11-5’ 1!1 Bt

of war Orfice lettor,
nohad for roforancte
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office of tho Assistont Chiet of Gtaff, (=2

20 Dooesber 1945

(BY=309 k50 AmZ5

STRTIGTs OSSR, John.
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T‘ﬂ: DI ut,..-"
- Tnternos Cande

1. RNeferenco thle Headquarrtors RT=309 50/ A=20 datndl 2L

July 19:5.

Ze iapowlth copy of wer ort
BEG D, do lad 7 necerber 1945

ia0 lettor, roferenco Pel'e 221.

3¢ 1In view ui vapagrenh 2, authority for the rolonsa of

aubjcct ia LlueTh,
pease cordoru Lo tho provisions of parageaph 3 of

e
. shove Biated leltor, Bhops have beon telien 0 irtorm the other Taracno
in tho oope, mamely HINENT, carald and NUBE, Lhenagh (elins R LT ) o
jor the Aspistant Oplex of teff, (=2
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1. Toierense 4o mds o yoe OI=H19,600/10 dated Mth Mudy
1915, and to your (BYe370e450"0-25 dated Gih Outober 13loe

2, Tha Diroctor of Nhlie Freaccuilons mos 10w Jecided not Lo
honvs tha pbewve mancd parons gompulaorily browg It haok to this colntry
vith o view of thelr belsg indioted and tricl fox aopioatin: the oneeyye
Tn theso oirinsiameds, nrovided thers wpe no longsr by MaAA tacy
Security rensons roguizing thalip coivHmicd detuntiony thare o no ob-
Jeation to thelyr relenncy

5, In ench case, the inldvidu] should be $edd that he {ow ghw)
in pob pohp to Le conpuloorily Leecght back to the United IGrgion

for trial, eni nlao at tho snme Hme elenily werned thet, i€ ho (or
' che) should petwn voluntarily, the Director of Ahlic Fresscations

will apgain consdider Mls (or hew) case wl th o visr of praneeutiche
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SEOURITY DIVISION
REF s 6D/266.02/01 26 Moventer 194Y
aunJECT ¢ BPORHT Johin
TO 3 Ge2 (C3) AFHQ

rtar sddress to Capt. GALY by Subject's

1. The attached le
aidsred desirable,

Pather la forwarded lor guch action ne con

X

JOHN ¥. CHAFMAN,

Colonel Jelelielay
Dirsotor Public Safety,

auh Cormimelon.
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John SPERNI

Dear Sir,

I understand you are the CUfficer i
J hn Anthony Sperni whom you ars n
tion camp st Terni and wno hiag now
I write to ask if you would kindly

holding him end 1T you will inform me
P he is poing to be tried hafore &

and ulso if you could inform me i

Court of Justice @nd 1F so when and
I may send him monsay food and clothas.

siye m= concerning my son will b=
to instruct my Soliciters ln L

aumely lVegses Walnwright £Co, Solicitors

Weuld be oblipsd if you would kindly r=ply at your eprli=
PLTTER of yvour department in Romes who 1B

nal Friend of min= would slso he ohliged

to state to you thet Lt. Col. L
now in Bondon end who 1s & parso
i1f anything could he done 1O give
thare unfortunate circu
for anything you
hour of nead as 1 am so far

I.q._- E L R o i o o o

% -'ﬁ'ﬁ RERUE R T . e, ¥ %
R e e~ 7 | o -
"'JE#f?;}jiﬂﬂﬁmﬂj 12356 Section 3.3/NND DNo.
e O T L LT e s ——

16 Doughty gtrest

London

29/10/45

n charg= of the case of my son

ow holding in detention in 8 concAntra=
be=nn Bo held for over, nine months.
inform m= on what charge you &are

if he has & lajer to represent him

whers would you also lat me know if

ny other information you can

most gratefully appreciated. Ag I intend

anden to take up the caae in Lorland for him

Stapls Inn,Holborn London 1
at. I am asked

my son zny held or asgaistunce under

matunce hnd T pensonglly would ‘thark wou in advence

can do for my son compatuble with your duty, in his
away from him and I shall pray to tha "graat

Architaat of the Univarge" to bless you Por so doing.

I am sir, your sincer=ly

Eﬁptn 'G.il'!.l.&.'.;
political Section Vie Yaneto Rome

5/ John BFERNI

Italy.

IR 2
i e a W al .i._.l‘.-r.
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HEADQUARTERS ALLIED COMMISOION "',f, L L /
A-P- Ul}’!b [ { : i
PUBLIC SAFRIY GUB COMMISSICN Y -
SECURITY DIVISION /] 2
N Y K [y
[/
HEF. t 5D/ 266,02/01 19 November 1945

SUBJECT 1 Qoerxaldo Filippo SIEBRITI

TO ! Ministyy of the Interior
Gan. Dir, of Publio Safeaty.

ls The above numed was placed in "R" Internes Canp, and
subsequently roleaseod,

2y He has made ppplication for the return of his passport,
which is attached.

3« There appears to be scoms doubt es to his nationality,
but as he is of no interest to the Allied ¥Military Authorities, the
matiter is referred to you for your declsion as to whether or not the
paasport should be retegmnsd to him.

ks His present address is Via Belluno 8 (Flat 6) Roms,

67"" gag

JOFN W, CHAIMAN,
ﬂﬂlﬂnﬂ’ in"l..- G-D:
Direotor Public tafety,
Sub Commiuvsion,

o e
- 1

. 2 N

Seelassified B.0. 12356 Section 3.3/NND Hnﬂ_ﬂt_‘:__o_&a} -
e e : , g ;
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Ta, R I .'ll'l'l:":_--'.l."lzld.'..-'ﬂ'..]:_.l.l_.n_..r.r_' Al

T

HEADQUARTERG ALLIED QOMMIGSXON
AsP. 0, }91'1-
FURLIC SAFETY JUB COMMISSICE
oS i SION

RIP, : S1/266.02/01 20 Novembear 1945

0 | ! Mr. Gerald SPZRNI, Via Belluno 8 (Flat 6), Roma,

l. This is to inform you that the question of your
passport han now beeon referred to the Mindletry of Interior, General

Direotion of Publio Hafoty, to whom you should addreas future enquiries

regarding same.

JUHN ¥, CHAWMAN,
ﬂﬂlﬂnﬂl' JeAyCeDs
Director Public cafeaty,
Sub Commission,

TRC/ Lima

03952

ied E-.; 12356 Section 3.3/NND No. Ezé G {Q.
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Ho. 410, British Embassy, aces |
I
2403/
ROV, |
| =
16+ November, 1945.
103 llajor Hexvey,
acourdity Dividion,
I:l-.q-i"l]- IL. DI
FROI: Visa Department.
Gerald Phillip SEERNI
your lettor No, §D/266,02/1 of 12.10.45.:~
X yeo are returning herewith subject's passport, Iio. 898365,

jasued in London on 10,10,39. 0 subject, and valid until April 9th,
1940, which shows ot he embarksd sl Glasgow on June 1.7tk and arrived
at Messina, 1taly, on July 2nd, 1940 on hoard the "Conte Roaso.

L
o Ao ave of the epinion that in view of the doubt a8 to |
subject's rightful claim to Ttallan nationally, the passport should be
anded to the Italian Mnisuny of Toreipmn Affairs for disposal,
gubject would then have to establish to the ITtalian s bhoritles Lias
righifal claim to the TaEaport,
=
oy "1
=
|
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HEADGUARTERS ALLIED COMMISSION ,} )
A.P.0. 394
FUBLIC SAFELY SUB CUIMISSION

SECURITY DIVISICH

2 Ayguat 1945

tl'ir Fa EFEHHI §
8 Via Belluno, (Flat 6)

There is no objection to your vieliing

John BFERNI, in accordance with the upual Edonditions.
The next day you can vigit i1s the Jrd

Tuesday in the month, between § and 12 and 2pm = 4pin.

I

8ad% HARVEY,
jOry
Seourity Divigion.
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ATLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2:

APO 512, U.S. ARMY.

GBIe309.450{A~-25.

SUBJECT : John SFERNL.

TO . Security Division,
Public Safety Sub Unnmiﬂaiun,

H.Q. Allied Commission. , -~ AN

Reference your SD/266,02(J3) dated 26 July,

1945

John SFERNI may now be allowed normal visiting
privileges, and his wife may visit him on the appropriate
days subject fto the ugsual Camp regulations. :

* For the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2:

¢l dad

EARLE B. NICHOLS,
Colonel, G.S5.C.,
Asst A.C, of S, G=c:

L

Copy to : C 2 -
“ jan Internee Camp,
ﬂl lFl

AM YT
Gu“'“, U*-—J,l ;Iﬂﬁ

il

S ot
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COFY QF ST RANDUM BT ACT FROM LETY T DBATE: HAY Delsdl
(e e e e L e e
; ‘e da o alal that wou must tell Johm eno Jerryry onu this is (of utast
imnortance) for their cace and defence, as it will establish beyont any doubt
' Vel hat they did not lesve Bagland illegally, that poiat is that Lad
el f, many doorn before they Lefl Engl: called in i Foreign Oiiice,
3 Hem ‘st an Fgtervicyr witn bl orien Hedretery . tat whtell the
Aya=ilian An vG880 ) :.?a'!"l_"r'*"l'l'_:l nl=2pn e ;-;."‘;l'[:,}:l s !".I‘:!'_, 3 E [ I|_J-i]1- < WELIC
~ L d . ; - :ﬁttlf..l' It-] " 15 -'_'_"'I_f["{_-],'-lj|:' ﬂjbli_'i 134 I'L_I.Li_.ﬂi.'- LL
o) It to ‘choose ITtalian patlionality
! 5 . ’ - : A= ¢ ; thi G I.'.-'n[_'.l'.' ditl i eon=
formd bty with this risht and privilege, and Lad explained to the Forelgn oer
vroterr Ehat e had % yrmed hHim a1t Ehi g0 thit the Byl ULsh Gvelr runeru
conld, if they oo desired, and =till considered them British Subjeles, ST
vank them from leavineg Wnaland, and afifer conaidexring the mapPPer Liat phey
the Foreien Qoeice tolephaoned the Brazilian Ambassador that they lad given
their parmi '!"'.l. .0 Fo I':..'.i: to leave ) _".]., tnd fox! Lt 1.:'-.' with the othel IL._--.L."-'.-'JI.",
and accordinclv sonroved of tle list ol Italians amonget wiich were, Jolil aid

1)
'|,J_
i—
r"é
£

—ry
(B
=
L
™

Oeralad®s pames,

It must be evident therefore, to anyvolie, on thege facte, that ¢

leave Brnrland illerplly Bduring the wart - on the contrary it is glear oo
tlrenn fan , Phat theyr lefld Nagland with the owledge, consent ;. andc apprevel
0 ritisl overimer:! (edih BV perfectly opsgu ana legal mainper. dheoe
faets L4J|E]; N an 5: and substantinted by the Foreipgn Oftice of' the Lrilisiy
Gavernmertt an i Hra=i13inn AMbHaga: Croyx, C e Ind s splleiitoTr HY . E80TI iL'T,

s 4 Wil w_hhwfe‘nh today, letters from the Foreign Office of the Lritisl
Covorament admittineg this. This evidence aloneé should be ::Lef'ii@iﬂ’a'nt’ cleal
them of the charpe.of 11lemalYy laaving 'the countzys &

Then please make this elesr o the beyh,:and 'send them a ecopy ol Uhis letticr
in some war or a2nother, zand pend one I o Rhaoh it also haad 7 cony Lo, bht

=

Inwvrer who moy bhe defending Uhem, 2 Cif P JET.:‘TLCI nave agnc gla0i, _
1 50 “rtant Ti: fny thelry delence, pleagse Bee O b P NOW Gl ne s
another lemal moint which muss be hrousht to Lhelr notice that lad
(T) If it is accepted that they sre Italian subjects now, then Ll Ltelian
Aavernment on the rendest by an Italisn lawrer oa their benalf, eain démind
thedir immediate release, 25 they are unoex ITtalian Ana not Sritich JJ riad iﬂt_‘,i:ul
{n] If 1£ is Held {hat the are Britiasli scubjects, anag wWele bBILITlENn =4 - the
time of leawine Ensland, thea they must be tried aeccording to lnglish -law
(Civil Law) in England where the allegzged oflence was commitbtled, bul slnce
thevy Left Tnslavd witke knowledge and consent of the authoritico liereg, LHC
chatee amaingt them cannot stand and alterdat -'.,r&}::..r, if they were ltakian

subiots at bhe bime of Yeaving Bniland, they were only excereing their right
e s iwrd 1T oo | rranted el them like =il JLJ!"'T [l"'t'l 14 vno lLeft _I;..-i' A48

Fnt BEime and eaually Ial this case the charge: sgal 156 Lhew ¢erimmot Btind
ns no offéence yvas co mitlted by them againut lJHfZL”WH ol miglant 1u these

rento, :

Therefore Tiww, nlecse instruect an Italian lawyer. to acply Tol theilr reélease
throurh the Italian Government, on the srounds that they are Iilallan *uLJ*EtJ
and in the uLIﬂ time 1nstTuet an tnpliah lawyer Lo &) lv for their relge

rrgy. L ll'L}T.-I-

HI

g b 1
1

W
I

iy ] II" . |
2oEato A0 pTadl- that t“g_-u- nave mot comnittal £ N W)




R

" = Mﬂ#mm :L'_.-_-l.‘.l." - i
e
(2)
cffence under Encld sh 1nW‘ and that they left ¢ sland ipx sccordance
with Gheir rights and pllvl1 g8 legoliy and witll, the congent of the-Lr.dsh

Govermmment; if you will show Ju, lawyrer: this Letter, i1l will be enough fox
nim to prepnre their ﬂufﬂnue, and anapplieation for their release.
I think that the best thing to do ipght away, ig for you Lo get lawyer
bo apply to the Pritish auvlhorities who have sazrested John wnd Gerald, to
suspend any further action, as evidence from Lonaon is on the way, wilel
will establish their innoecénce, and that the boy's soliciftors:-
Megers Wainright & Co. of
9 Staple Inm,; Lonton W.0,X.- ,
hnve been instructed to defend thEm, and thnt they are now ia comnuaication
with the Foreiszn Office for that purpose, anu foi being put in contact

with John and Gerald throuzh their lawyers Agents in Italy. 1 feel sBure t
that the lawyer of the American Consolate in Genova, or the Swiss Legation
in Fome, will help and advise you and make qyy1lﬂitlﬂﬂ fgr their release
pending Mr.Morriers on the boya behalf, which he is pushing forward all he
can, but please do téll me where I con write to the boys direct, and give
me 211 informetiotr you can, and assure then that I shall do my utmott fox
them, and to chper up as 1 fecl confident I can prove their honestly of
intention in the matter, and that thev can rely on the feirneass of British

Justice and the high principles and impartiality of oux Dritish judiciary
whereever it mav be,

Again fina, we sav good night, cheer the boys all you can, tell them we
are thinking of them nicht and day, tell Rhona thaet we shall stand by her
and the children, and do all we can for her ance tell John that I will see
that Rhona and the children will not want foi anything while he is away,
and tell Gerald that 1 his Dad think a great deal of him, and to remember
that he is a Spernil, never give in, and that I feel sure that in the ena
we shall all agein be reunited and be ha.py again. I have every hope of co=
mine to you now any moment.

Bgho t whishes to you and Achille,
Mum and Lad,

Don't forget to wire me.

All my love to you all
DE-[]-I

e ".ll--lll.
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A.PeUe 354

PUBLIC SAFGTY SUB COMMISSION
gCURITY DIVISION

HE ADQUARTL

REF s SD/266.,02(JS¥ 26 July 1945

sUEJECT s John SIERNL

Tﬂ i .FL': ‘D‘f E-l-' ﬂ'*'E' l-hql}{q

your GBI 189.450/4=25+

rom Mras. Robb=Sperni
ig detained at

pnding a decicion being reached goncerning
sting for the enemys

1. Referonce

np" Internse Camp, PO
hie trial for broadoi

tion to Vre. Sperni being
ditiong plemsel

3, Have you &ny objec
allowed normal yipiting con
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HEADCHARTERS
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2elle s

Tublic bnlely Sub=Connissior
cecurity Division

AN

Releronco ¢ S.D. 260,04,
ngnet s TOINY DHATGLES Sy

”r“ui h reeo; fﬂe (irtereerted lektor)
II.J..“D : .E.“I.. o r"rj.l b @ “‘Fl‘ ,, .rl I'I'.i" 5

h
i | i fa i i g |
{L"]"ﬁ:‘f tﬂ: --‘II....II.-'.l jf O ™ g = | 'ilﬁl. :rl-t;’.)
i Ao A & W nﬁJﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁAdﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂqﬁﬁﬂhﬁﬂhﬁﬂﬁﬂ-ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂhﬁhﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ

Ls 1th relcience TO Nelsilele Glle U AL ecs ol 28 Febrouary,
Lodby attaching o Geapoxahis rosoel giving exbiyact ol lotter
feom S@ilin PLOVRELLA; Via Glovepni sht’u;nir; varvinl <,
OO0, auldresscd Lo Lhrliu.L.Lth-LlJ| H.I.“., PLamowydd,

Janind. I”'I‘ Ve Hale Dy in w l'th -_Iﬂﬂ"'p = WV (L i J-t._ ,T'Ii'-:-'r.!ulllviﬂ T [Res

ONL Bad A " MIonass’ wers nontioned.
: Eie I queationed usilia FAOGURLLLY on LOGh lay, 1245, al her
q addresa as sbove, btut it wos ammarent that she was unable

LO Bupply -any tdGlE aoout Joun o0LdNl other thun Lhose

already fnown and acntioned in nroviovs rnﬂfl‘tﬂ@d i
Uy U

e It wos a% her house that LP¥L lodeed a~number of escaned

Veaded 120 HO T DD Taetise o ﬂnrjnw L German occunation, hmﬂng
L.“-] Fnﬂ".lnF"'ﬂH .ET”E lir‘].r‘l'.l {I...uuﬂ.Ji -lLIJ.LI'.|..

4, L pained the immresclon thot Signora T1GIBELLE, wae
. enliviered ppeiret Joby LPHIYY becpirce bo bed dgrored ber

| ofler the Mlied ocounation mnd ohe he=d not been rowarded
| in any say for shelterins the sennens,

De The oLbher naupons menbidomed in this wonen'on lettor nre Sie
on0ra culvia FUdLUVY em@ bBaroresnn Mranceacs: TANTINYZ who
\ roro Involyoed wlth SPLENY dp eddips openned erisconnrs, Bis

fnora PLELIELLA way Fletnly unable to subtentiate in any

-‘I';- |




. 3 | il = e

ng‘%i #'lh-:'n! g ,..-. o VLT : ; R, VR S—. et bk i""'
”"“‘*‘" “ fed £.0. 12356 Section 3. BKHHD | §6. _ZE.QCL[Q%
mmﬁ# oS

T |
L1

way hor qtﬂtawﬂnt in her letter that these two women had
"hotrayed" them to the Germane. It seems-obvious that she

van mnt:vftﬂﬂ by jealongy of- tho-two yﬂuﬂ;ﬂri'mﬂrﬁ
attractive women who were amnarently oxtremely popular

with the escances in her nouse,

G The objeet of hex havlnp writtan to LFﬂt Co 1o OCKLESTON -

vequesting a stetoment frem hin that vhe had egided him snd
other Britiash- eﬂnnaﬁeﬂ. geama o have been for norsonsel

recopnition and advantage.

2,
v fff'Li;Jﬂ

ARy el
LOUIS V,GALE,
:'1':}1.1“1 Tle

&
;
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SUBJROT: SHIRNI John Charles OOMERLDEITRT AL,

Office of the AC of 5 (-2
ROME AREA ALLIND COMMAND
G

-—H“-—h--_"ﬂld_———ﬁl-!*—-"———

o2 curity Diviailon,
Allied Gomnisaion,
(Attention Capt CiTi)

H—__"———H_-__-‘—--huqq [

Te Attached is a copy of o letter receivad [rom ATTI .

2a This letter encloses a censorship intercent which almost
certainly refers to Subject, on whose ease you are werking,

5« You may care to investipgate the attached interecept
ant it will be appreciunted if you will forward to this
Headouarters a report on the result of your investirations.
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KL Ty O AN UARTS
¢i'fien of the J‘-.:m'l.s“:':;mt hief cjf .-’cﬂ:{"'i‘# (w2

]

ARD 512, Uss Amy

' 2L 0% Pebruaryy 1945
-':l“I-:.r‘li?-E'.—EU;'JJLL"'?E’ 22/ FOPTEOEY s LU

4 s Aotlvities of John i dlle
o .  fopistont Uhief of Otaff, U=,
e Aven Alied Commend.
R B . ] _'ﬂ
L b .t.'rI'- vonee our UDT+309:450/4=25 of
07 Jopuery, 1945
L A wonpy of B sEnaorehiy 1opory raceived rom tue
[¢Ka 18 lorwerded Lo yourx d nformution ond ey aobtion con-
glderod NOCOLBAT e
i Wi . z L y | =
o, Ib is thought that "John AIBIMLY 18 probably
mip~suel Ling of Sobm DFHELe

Mo othesy Anformation we Lo Lhe othex lur ool ities

Se
reforrod o dn the intercept ia bald in this officce

:

dor the Assigtent Uhdel of Suayl, Ge 2 3
L

-ij Hele MU L=DITLON E“&
Talongl Getiny
w2 (01) Scotlons

Irolst as AbOoVTe

.l..l
iF

lﬂ-
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Coples to: Ged
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Atbention Lie Oolonol Dexay)s
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Und tied J_hrﬂm
qubmisslon 1o ) /730808/1.5.
TRl vl I"' i L S ™Y CAVTE. Culks MTESTON, Hellelts
1'|FI Il [0 :"-" el 3 TLJU
ROWE DMIPLCH
TPATY . N, TATES.
Ry ITIEDR TO: seinal to M.I. 12, s
Copy to #.T.5
SUBJEL LS

Reference 1O THalinn in ROLE Who col L boratad with +the ferioans.
o siobesent fronm st tdsl 8x HelloWe that she

ol .'..1."--'|.l-i:l.'|':']:'-!-:- ™

rter rejuests
HMags ] 3]",&-:' 1'!':I_'|I, Yaial his

wTRACT (Translat o1l )

I.b} l'_l'z'! -!li-l
T was hoplog tn roceive & Vi sit rom JOM SR 1 GO
o what T had Aona for hig +wtriots, bub
to comg L0 3e8 MG he did not turn
L he house oL Sitnors "UT”T:' .”I.ﬂi—']':[

L 45 a 11;tr'11,cn‘"1:," T an alraid that

thars wig something suroly er th n mere Criendshlp betireen UhemMs..a.
The famous PErongst, whom T fenred wo mach becysie ghe collo vhorated
with the ferming, i in hiding here in pOnm but iff the 111ied Prolice
do not peh her, ghe will zive me mMOre vingd u"le Tould you plsase
write me a 1I=~1:-.r r, declaping th 4+ I was ngar yod, Lp sava you #1l,

T o sure it would prave useiul.

tHole me Jjust a little 1
aven though I hod 3 invibed hin
bipP { only searched Tow hdm -'f.l
the woman ¥ho had betra ed us,

b=l
=
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Security

Civislo

JMIIED FPOROE HEADSUARTERS
¢ Office of the Assistant Chief of Staflf, C=2

APO F12, U.S. m;}f(p :
[47/.).'.- E(,u :'m{i'v,uﬂ-i b
1. April, 1945. /
%/4{:‘

SURTECT: TFurther Interropgation of John SFEHRNL.

5Ty S SRR

GET. 389¢L50/A-254

TO :  Security Division,
Public Safety Sub-Commission,
Allied Comnission.

Le The Federal Furesu of Investipation are anxious to
obtain information about the nationality and sctivities of &
moen named FOSTEH.

Ze I+ is believed that John SFERNIL - at present in
custody in "R" Internee Camp = may nave some information on

this subjecte

Se In these circunstances, it is sumested that SPERTT
should be interrogated on this subject by a representative of
the ¥,B.T. in conjunction with one of your staff with a lmow-
ledpe of the SFLIIL casee.

L. Tt is understood that lr. Frenk AFRILN (vhose D001
sddress is given below) will nominate & representative, and [
it is recuested that ayrangements be made with him for a

joint visit to be paid to " Internee Cenp for this purpose

on a dste which is convenient to those concerned.

For the Assistent Chief of Staff, G=2:

R, B, Tl

v, EYHES MONSELL,

'[:D_l_'liﬂa toi ; I e G’:ﬂ-ﬂrlﬁl = "'..:-Eu
I, lWpenk Amprims C-2 (ICSS) G-2 (OI) Section. |
f_:fl:l ltlfl'.lﬁ-.c'j ?9-!]-_1. UsSe &rﬂuurr r |

commandant s "R" Internee Ceamp, ClLlF «
-2 (P.W) (Attention Lit.Col. Derry) «

SEGREL _

.
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B 266.02 252l April, 135

BIATEOT: Jotm Charles Anthory SPERNI - British renagade.

201 G=5 Seotion, Allied Foroo Hoadguerlors.
de 7 thaee coples of the final report oo J.C. i HPERIL are

eltached heyete for the attention of G=2 Ssotion, Allied
Poroe Hesdquarbers undey thelr referemcs GBI 5009, 450/ A=25.

2o SISMETT 4o at present delained in "R® Ulvilian Intomae
UH.UPE
Fe The original Aoccuments aye being held Ly Ceptaln GATE

of this Mealdgquarbors, and instructions gre areited as w0 tho
prigoner’ o disposals

G

| FOR THE CHIVF COMMISSTONER:
'|. & ey

. A+ Dy Bonham~Oosrber, LiteCols
1 080 Oivil Affuirs Seotlons

| amacy
oot
L5

Enol: 3
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HEADGUARTERS.
S d L ED GO LSS LON .
gRCURLTY DLViLSLON,

Re: JOHN E?hkﬂl.'ﬂritiuh subject.

Tg: 0.C. B& wp" Internee ClbiPe,

1.2.45.

1. cpyangement with G2 (ci) AFHQ

the orrest o2 the #bove nnmed has been wade for Lhe purpose
of brying him 88 i British repegade. Ag e result of
conversationa betyween i JO Pely Lewis 4nd Tajor Hurvey ot
this Diviaion, it was ypreed thet the most saiteble nlnce for

detention was rRY Civilian Tnternee Culip.

By swvecitl

owing Yo the urgency of the o tuerthe prreat

23

Repox | which 19 being prepurﬁd by Ge<s R.h.helo 18 not yet

completed. 1t will be forwarded ut Ehe earl iest posuible
caurried DY

egnvinile yill you pledase take this,
ghe is knowi to you perrnﬂally, aa coOVEring
he vece’pt gf the +Efdcinl arrest form.

A

JOHM W CHAPMAN
pirector,

moment.
Captnin E114s
guthority neraing b

W

Public sufety Huh-ﬂnwmiﬂtﬂn.

SJH
D0g2Y

£ad Y
1 -j k

'E'I'“'r "
SO i
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AN LeSl e |

| L

Ve e hs Section.

1n 18 a CﬂMprehenﬂiue report om John Churles Anthony BPEENT

who wis ~rrested hy Gecurity Db° .vision for adhering to the Kings
ma ample evidence to bring him before =2 Couxt

Eremies. There see
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Jin Balluno 8, Rome, Italy.
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e Lodng pota with 1|teut to aosist the enowy (Dafence Heum, 2A )+
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PRRSONAL for Col. Youre 7

SUBJECT: SPERII John Charles Anthony CONTIDENTIAL

Office of the AC of 8 G=2
ROME AREA ATLITD COMRAND
CMEF

i s I Sy il Y (O S < s i N o S o i ———

Dilrector, G/P670/BR

Security Division,
Allied Commission. 29 Jan L5

rr——— N R R ] — e e N EEEE

T Attached is a couy of a letter raceived from AFH] in
reply to this office letter a/P670/PR of 5 Jan, which forvmarded
to AFHO a copy of Copt GALE's report 266,02 of L Jan,

cemecerning Subject.

5, Tt is understood that Capt GALE is in possession of all
the facts of this case and knows what is renquired by AW,
I+ has also been agreed that members of 276 73 Sectlon shall
agsist Capt GALE, if required, in the arrest of SubJject.

It would be appreciated therefore if instructions could be
given to Capt GALT to take sction ns indicated in attached

letters.

ﬁﬂ'ﬂ%wﬂj{ {Dr f\ t..D- Yﬂ 1Hﬂ}
= Iltlﬂﬂll ]
G'IEI

nnpat
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ALLIED FOROE HEADQUARTERS
gtfico of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2

AFO 512- UeBs Arnly

GBI . 389450/ /Me25 ¢ 27 Jamunryy L.

SURIEOTs  SPISENT, John Charles Anthonye

TO 1 Assistant Ohief of Staff, G=2)
Noms Area Allled Conmnenile

seperence your G/PE70/BR of b Januaxy, 1945

le 'Thip come has been considered from the legel
atandpoint and you are authorised to arrest BFEHNI forth
yilth and obtalin & astatement from hilmne

5, fhile in cuntody be should be kept ln sagroges
tion, for which facilitios oxist at "R" Iunformen CoMps

THRA L.

%, It is suggested that Cupteln Gale ghould got

: | 1n toush with the Special Inventigation Breush and Bhat
| tho steteomont oblained fyom APEENT should be taken in the

presenoa of two officerie.

Vor the Aselotent ahief of Dtaffy C=2:

No . 'E Eﬁ (o f gﬂluh" I
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AFHQ Limison Officer
I-A|I|= HGME
Tel. 478897

No.1237 17 March 1945,

SUBJECT : Passport n.939991/446

TO ! Security Branch,A.C.
(Att.Capt.L.V.GALE).

Reference conversation Capt.GALE= Capt.STANHOPE-
WRIGHT of 16 Mar.45.

1 Herewith attached 1s C.S. promemoria regarding
investigations concerning the anthenticity of the a/m
paasport,

§Gd19

Capt.

I.A.I.LIAISON
(AFHQ) »

SW/AS

--'J
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. o
oU Anguot 19UY

MHKURAFDM, FOR THU0 OFFICAR XY QUARGE:

SBIROT:  John Cherles Anthony SPERNY |
Vis Bollunc 78, Tiome, I1tely,

™ Hackgrount Inveastigntlon,

1. Thieg report ir predicated on a request from fhe office of !
tho Assietant Chlef of Btaff, (-2, RAAD, making that a comulets back- |
sround investipation of Subject be condueled by thia offioca, The |
srisinnl informetion came from AFHD Seourlty Bervice, through AR,

P, %he following neencies were checked with negavive rogultal
OB8, JICA, BOI and a5,

) 3. “n 15 Awrust 1910t thie Agert interviewed Slg, Franco EADULATQ

g former technielan nt Padio Rome and jpresantly working for T.VW.B, BADOLATO

| grva the following Inforsation concerning Subject. Subject gams to Itely

i from dneland jnat efbor the declaration of wer in 1940 mnd recolved a

' poudtlon with the Ttalisn Hinletry of Popular Cunlture, Is wes glven tho

souition of broadensting the I,P.M, news tulletine to Oreat Hrlitain end

Inter an 4n the eveniny he would glve a politicel telk, All of thnse

brondeagts ommnatod froem Radln Fows and all wore in English, He wes @ﬂﬂf J

enploysd in thie camelty for a peried of one and ono=hall Yoo s, =
TOLALD declered that he Aid not see Subject after that, untll one month

10 when he saw hinm working for P,W. 3,

t., As for the records of Smbject's vrondeasts, BADCLATO stated 1t
wes the policy of the station te keep the records for ono yeer cod thon
barn thew,

5. BADOLATO declared that Subjlect was friondly wlth the following
paoulo:  Tda BROOLI , Vie Quintino Selln #20, Int, o, Seals H; Prince
Sern Pouctino (Interned): end Marchess D1 Sorbello,

6, On 15 Aueaat 1044, this sgent Antorviewed Mr, Inlgl “ACCARN ,
former Ynltad Progs Staff correspondent and presently employed in thin
offico, ZACOARDI'S atetement of hle lowowledre of Bubject's activities
18 incoruerated 1n this repert an Bxhibit VAW,
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7. On 16 Angust 1944, thie agent 1nterviewsd Hr, D, GHUDE of W8,
nd obtrlned the following Informutiion about fubjest, Mr, GNUDI secured the
racorda of the Miuistry of Populsr Gulturas amd gave them to thie ngent,
Tha se raaoris of SFIRENI'S activitles heve bean trantloted pnd A brens-
latod comy of snch decumsnt 19 on f410 in thisz office, Of yarticuler in-
torpat in the SPERNI file wore two lettere from the of fice of the SIM,
which nre incornorated in thils report ap Exhlblis RN angd "GN, Kxhibit VAV
s n lebter Pron Colonel Amas, Chief of the CIH, %o LUCIANO, of fice manager
¢ tho Minlstry of Fopulesr Culture, ataking thet S8PERVI had been of help
to the SIM beermss of hid ¥mowiedps of Freland, The second EIN letter
(Exhibit "OF) 4s o letter toc the affine nenerar from the investlgstor
({ elgnnture 111eeitlin) wha hnd bheen nagimmen to investigete the oirenmatances
Livolving an artiels written by BENENT ., In the letter, the wrlter nsrrates
cone Lnformotion from BIM, which indicetes that APEINI worked for SIW,

An pudit of the rocorde of the Hinlatry of Pornlar Culture dlsclened
that BPTNI workod for the HMinlsiry fram June 1940 to July 31, 1"_"?“1_ hir=
$rif that parled, he made ¢l trondengts for which he receivad the shm nf |
st 8306 1ire, SPESNI wpe digniesed from tho tiniatry of Fopmular Uulture 1
bucwire of hin intercepting a Reuters bropdosst on IHalien Internous, ‘
Aftor Delne dismigned from the Mirfiefry of Popular Culture, he took a
posltion with tha ANDI Tews Agency (Eragilinn emtrollod) andworked for |
thia agenoy untll February 1942, 1In Fobruery of 1048 . he wrote an article
oiliiel zing tho Italian press and the agency wWas eloasd, Ghortly thero-
af'ter, he wmy syreated, A coUy af the orticle npooars =¢ Exhibit "H% of
thig report, '

¢ On 16 Angust 19'"]1, thisg jront obtained the Tollowing tnckpr oot -
| formation phout Snviect from 2 confldential informan o
; : Doyl 4
SPTEWI Ciovenni Carlo & Glovannd and dd OILLES hnnn, born in London
the 15th fueuet 1912, and dwelling in Via Vel lung #6, Foma, wes repatriated
from Enslandin 1940, together with the following nembers of his fanlly:
1) HRHONACC Rebd 41 Andres, born i Hrighton the 10th Uct, 1914 (Wife):
2)  BPERNI Crine or Fina, bomn in DLandon 25 Aug. 1939 ( Deuphtar) ;
z) BPERVI Angele, born in Dondeon 20 April 1940 (Drughter) .

SPEINY . born end having always lived in ineland , BS noon ne he came Lo
Italy was enploysd es English lenguege epeaker st the Minlstaro dalla CGoltura
Pavolare (Brondoensting sention), He wae then sparkor of iadio Homs from
July 1640 to Anril 1941, In this month, he wne fired wier the eccusantion
of hwing bean found in poerseasion of a lletin intercented on the randio
fyom Temter' s Agency, concerning the itslian internecs in ¥ngland, ' .

Ha uss then wmployed at the Asgociatod Freaoc a8 translstor and, whem
Wiy Etarted ngainet United States, he bacame aorresaondent of the AIIDL Ageacy,
gested in Duonos-~Alron, mwnited to the Aseociated Frean for Journalistic
porvieces dustined to South Ameriesa,

In the Tirst daye of Fobrunry 192 ANDL Agoney ma clossd by ordom of
the Ministere (ellas Culturs Popolsra, for an uncareful article, which eriti-
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god Ttplien Jornnlion, sent ahbroed hy BEFERENI,

Aftay nearly n month, he wns prrested by the CarabWinlerl and wnn
ralegated in an Internes Opap 6t Ardleno Irpino,

From five months or eo, Mr, SPEARNI lives in Vis Belluno #8, FHe ig
knovn a8 a newsprpermnn, He lives lumrioeously and owns & brown enr, LHa
newnlly comes ont from him honso at ten o'elook up to 15 or 16 houre pum,
In Lhe avaning ha conmees bhaek Yate, and often after the enrfowr,

His hose 1s often vislted by Alldlad militery men, pnd salso by mime
vars of tho Unglish Pollce, Actunlly he saeme to be sarving &t the VR,
Stmebody Boys he 18 sn Sngllinh cltizen, Yut by the loeel anthorities he
in eonnddarad an Itelisn Sab ject, |

Cn 16 Aupast 10 thie Arent interviewsd Misa2 Ids EROCOLI , VAN |
Culntino Solla #70, The name of Mise J3RCOLI had been piven to this mewnt |
by By, ¥rancoe BADOLAYD, aas & voradon vho hknow Subject, Wiss BEROODLYL de- |
elured that she firat mot Bubject In Fome in 1SHD, beilng introduced to |
hin by Naney PPERIL, eleter of Subjaet, ¥Mian EROOLI éald she Ymew Hancy |
GPARIT in Lonfden, where she hof nleo mat Venoy's father, bt had nevor
it Suh ieot, Gho eald she knew nothing about Buhject! s nctivitien ox-
gat that he hat! workaed for the Minlatry ol Poanlar Cultnre, but she did
not know In what caperclty, She snild thet sha only mat Enbject n fou
tineas nnd 4t wes mlways at the house of Nency UERJNE, The only frisnd
of SPFNRIVE that ¢he lmowa 1s o Mr, GICHEHO of the Swlaes Lepation, "
A
Dogio

Agont'! e Comnontsy Misg EUOCGLEI woe very uncooperative in all of her
stetamenin, She hed A vory convenlont memory and did not want to ancuvor
s cngations, She sleo worked for the Mintstry of Poutller Cultnre ond wes

! in Germany when wnr wae declared, A separatg Summery of Informetlion will
be written about Mliss FERCOLY,

On 19 Augmnet 1994, thie Arent intervieued Subjoct snd obtnined the
following Iinformation, John Cherles Anthony BPHERNI, born 106 Aunpust 1917,
In Losdon, Snpland, lMarrled to Rhonarh Maureen Hobb SPERNI, bern in
Brlghton, lngland on 9 October 1914, 'hey have two mmall children and
nre mrecontl= Living nt Via Bellune #8, Apt #6, Yome, UPAMNIVS father,
John SPERNI, S, , 19 a yotired stroctural engineer and was last renortad
to Wg liviag ot 436 Noughty St,, London W,C, 1, Subject's mother Anne
Ghallla, wesently living In Stroud, Glonesstoreghire, Wnglemd, Subjact
wos smhloyed at the followine nlaces durlne the atated years:

1930 - 19%%: ‘Worlked for father in conatruction englneer worl,

10373 - 1934 Wealeed for Miller Machinery Co., London, Was sipvmosed to
go to work for them in Gonth Afrion, dut the dontract
never materinlized,

£ moa of 1934 Worked as en entomoblle bhuyer for Pride and Clark Auto-

| mobile Co,, London,
1935 - 19361 Fod own mutonobils btueilnass, buying and sellin-s cars,
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Mannsaer of Emith snd Funser Antomobile 0o, Mrn wentl 10t0

banlustoy in 1956,
N mos. of 1938: Tlorked ns A bnyer for Doldge Avtomobile Firm,

19% - Juans 19391 Had his own antomoblle agency ander nsme of O & 0
Hotoro, Zdmonton, f,ondon, Yorked with pan nnmed Gnhrlel,

1036 ~ 1831

Juna 1939 S0

ey 1940 Ffroae lencs ylne snd aplling of satomobllea,

In Moy 1940, h:l*. Apolded to coms to Italy and see 1f he could nnice S08
monsy, He decls rad thet he w08 prouptod more Wy the aplrit of ndvénture
then By any other motlve. He aloo edded thal his wtorrel grondfather
awned goms —roperty in the rovines of Vinogenza, He first tried to ot
pormineion to leave fyom tha ¥nglldsh sutharibien, but thie was denled, Do
thon went to the Itelisn consgilate, vhare he coatncted a Mr, DATSAA. PALSLA
told hiim that if he sacurad m cony of the He rth-cartificats of his padernsl
argnt.father, thal re ©9 17 =zot an Itallen passpol t for Bobject. Il pro-
gnred bthe cartificate f+om hia father, anld & G0-neand oriba 1o YALA i fand
rocilvad the pagsporl, (¥“hie passnort wae 1ater confiscated by the Itanlinn

Folice) .

e declaration of wer).on ihe

e 1aft Tongland in Juna 1940 { uf tor
he arrived in Itely, ke wo LN

teonte Tiosse*, & repatriste 8blp and when
modietoly tab under curfow restrictions,

June 1940 - ¥Feb 1941: Statod that ha wae anemoloved
Febh. 1041 - Deo 1941: Throgh & sriend of lia, the Harchesse dl forbello,

ha geourod work with the Aamocintad Press unter Mr, Richaro
MASS00E, chiefl of the Ttelinn Bureou of tho AP, MABS0 0K
qugrasted thot GPERAT be sppolintad m corrosnondent Tor & 311 -
aidinyy agency known &8 thes "ANDIN Agency. Thls woa RGOt

plivshed by UARSOCK and the ANDI Agenay throigh omtwardiy an

Argantinien Arency, was sctually o snboldliery pgency for tha
e 1 Pyas 4 =
Asmoclatod Lyesa, ﬂ(}a -

s« on the Unitaed Giates, 00 mll of

¢t Duemebor 1041, Italy declared »
~wltches over to tha ANDI Agency.

the pronorty of the AP was famodintely

sPEanl continuned to work forr *he AUDI Agancy antil 27 Peb, 1O4,
Aen Ttellsn policéd broke into hWie office apd founa n copy of his firitish
Mpponla certiflcate, Ha wma brousht to the (nasture and hald thero ¥or
thres deye. Then ho was sont to the Rogine Coell ¥rison ant. hald in
golitury confinesant for 27 days, Aftor thobt he was trunsferred to the
Apdano Irpino Trenslit Camp dn the vrovines of Pesarn, Mepnwhile, his wife
hail been transforred to the mountain villege of dont! Angelo in Vado nlso

in the mrovince of Poaard, Hig wife succended in gontaeting the Marchose

a4 Eorbello mnd SFEENI wan srenaforrad to Sang'Angelo in Vado, <here ho

wias restrictod ap that ho oouldl not leava the town pho aould not lesve hle
honso, afber ths tollis» of tha Angolud,

Tn June 1947, he hal & fignt Jith some of the town Faselets end thro gh
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the intervention of Mr, STAFFAN of tho tuigs Leasation he and his wife
wara snent to Opntisno, sleo dn Pasosro Provinae, He remalned thars
until 2 Sectembor 1543, the d-y of the Itelien Armlstice, when ha
gnllked out. Fe pade hiz wey baek to Hown where he gaoturad p osx,
vont taek to Cantlano endbrooght heck nia wife,

from 17 Pentembor 1243, until 19 Al 164 he buslod himself

41th 1idlie escaped nrisonere of wnr, Thl‘ﬁ‘ﬂﬁ]’l his cooneration with
lialor Tarry of "AY Foree snd iho rieets of Bt, Patricks Church, Subjeot

daclured that 2 syetem me established for hiding and feodling Alllad

-_.s"lﬂﬁﬂ--:-sl oFf Wi,

fs to the veracliv of thls vhase of Bubject's declarations, &TYAnEoe-
cemtn w111 ba mede with the Allled Scresning Forrd to interropate Subleot

fnd subnit thelr findings,

Om 19 Aprtl 19UN, Bubject's hoves wan reldsd by tha Geriran 55 and
s Ameriean wvrivate, Vieholne Hernsndez, and o Hritieh Lenoe Pomberdier
Leelie Mandy, ware found thers, Subieet wons brooght (o the German ord e
on Vie “sego and Fart thare for £0 deys, During the time he was there he
wng beeten with 2 bull-whip by a ferman non-oonuiasioned officer nansd
KPP, Fram Yio Tusso, he uns brovght to the fegina Coell Prison, brousht

to triel and sentericad tn desth, On the B4h of June ot 7100 &2,m, , he
asonmnd from the »nrison and the Allles arrived that nignt,

On 6 Jime 1941, he securcd a vosltion with Fwa i workod thers until
h? threa weelds ago when he met Nr, VIBGTEDY of tho Associpted Fress, KENHEDY
sedd that vhen he returned to Home from a Yrip ton the Yorth, ha wonld be

I|' able to usn BFERNT with AP,
i' Awentt s Commentss Durlng the coures of tha Interviem, SPEFNI naver men-
tloncd the fnct thet he had hean omployed by the Mint otry of Pepular Cul-

turea, his heent crlled hils sttentlon to thet faot and ke pdmitted that
e hed worked for the Minietry, ile then declared that ho had wordad tr@l}‘]-ﬂr 1

trennmlioalone 8o ae to make Faselsm 1ool fonllish.

Le for the two letters from SIM (Rxhibite "0Y pnd "C"), which indicnte
that Subiect had bben an informmnt for that organization, SPWFKI declered
tliet ho Mow nothing shout them, Ho anid he d not know Ceolonel Ame ner
Captrin FIANGT ancd hat nover heard of them, MHe declered that the lattoers
mipht Lebe boen writter on his Deahudlf ot the request of one of his friends,

Thirdne the course of the interview SFERNI pever mentionad the faot
thet his fatlier hed beer intorned undor the British Dafenera Rogulations,

Exaept for the nbove mantionsd oowments, SPMANT wnoke very freely,
wig mreciae 4n the detalls of other experiences and impressed this Agent
nn boinge pro-British at the pressnt time, dhnt his sympathies wers in
tha yeere 1040 and 1941, is hard to determine in view ol the faol that one
act of his sesmed to contradiet a previous mot, In tho oplulon of thils

I-f
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Agent, Snhjoet was an early wax Teuce eltter, who £inelly climbed down
to the sllas of the Allinn,

PRGOMITGITOATT OM8:  Sdhjoct han undoubtadly helped Allied jrisoners of
war, put the extent of his hol) oan only e asceviained eftor Interro-

saflon bv tho Allled Sereening Bosrd, Therofore, thls Arent recounmida
that thie crus ho conmidercd aa po brils B @il the A1l1ed Ecresming

Bor=d gatmits & repart st o more definite judzement oan be mude, Any
vepgrmondntion nt this tive would Do prapature A6 the evidendas 6n voth

aitge kee ol bean welghed,

RAREY J. WY,
Svacipn) Agzent, G.1,GC,

0092 ¢

- b =
SONFEIDENTIAL




.-_‘_ g - -

v \.L o ‘.: '_T‘*Fff:':"' '_ o )
L W0F] "l.___. i i {
*‘*‘*

-?l
ssified E.O. 12355 Section 3.3/NND No. _:7‘35'@_ /¢

Mh T TRl
F‘m e
" .-q?_r - - -‘*Flﬁfhu j 1__'_: % 1 p—

~ONFIDENTIAL

HRADQUARTERS ,
Yobth 0.1.C, Detnchment, R/ jp

APO 1N
Casda Hn, H=532

ol Augast 194

LIHE OF EXHIBLYS

Brehiblt YAY - Seatpwant ol ar, Luiegd =AOGARDT |
Latter telon from file of lidnintry of
fopnlar Culiwro. Lotier urilbten by

Lol, hoe of i U

Eshiibit "B -

1 atber wrltten irom 2fica of Bl.l.b.
bo Mindetry of Populor ultnro sekduig

thet Subject!s punlalae nt ba 1light.

Pzhibly YOV -

Mxhidbits "DV~ LHewspapt arkicle wrdttan by Bub joct.

HARRY J, MUBRFHY,
Guecinl Agent, U10,

0009
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15 Angust 1044

L, the uniersignod, ZACCAREL , Jadpt - born in Few York on O June 141%,
gtnta the followling information rederding SFIREL, John, The inforrmsticon 18
troe to the beat of my mowladow,

T met John SPEOT for the firet tiwa 4n 1041, several monthe before
Imarles!s antry inte the wer, &t a foreign ywess conference held at the
Mindotry of Voruler Culture iy Rome, 1 had gone to the pald conferonce
a8 £ Thitted Prese atnff corresnonflent te pobt an Itellsn war bulletin, snd
BPENY introdnced hinemlf to ma rnd salid Enat he whis there for the sape
reason, Ha told ms that ho wee warking for the Assoolated fros fl'if'-hﬁ-gflﬂr,
MAGSOCK) and tiat he hed come to Italy with an Xbalisn passoort, sometiaw
bofore, sccopmanied by hie wife (& Britich fubject), hie brother (aged, I
think, abont 18) and, T bellsva, two children (2 Yoy and a girl). BHe oo~
neared to Le very mo-2ritish sne apld thet the 1trlisn muthoritisds hud gl-

Taany tronted bim vory badly, 1 didn't ses EFARY) porin uwntil ebont the

":"_ F' I* . -”h i _ | e v | X W N oo ol i .
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entdl of Felrgary 1942, when 1 hapoemed ¢o 1un Into him on the Via .':Jlﬂla@oabag

Mearcade in Poes, 1 went with him to the Forelzu Freas Aspociation, Via
delln Mercede 54, where we bhed & drink end he asked me «het I wis doing at
the thwe, I told hinm I waa looking around for “nslich lessons and thet 1
hed ne job, e pald thet ha wen correspondent for the "ANDI® pew agonoy
(Brazilian), had sn offlce thsrs st Via della Mercode 54, ant that he might
be able to do something Tor e, He told ae Lo drop in end ses him th;a fole

lowing evening, I d41d so anc he beld s that shiortly before Amcricn's ankry

into the war, it had been arrmaged that he, EVERNL, weuld bLesowme dorraespondent

ol
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for the MAM1IY Agonay In Rome, should Amarics enter the wer, GPERNI wes

Lo send prows diepabches to the ANDL fAgreniey, whlaoh, 1t sppesrs, was to
forvard them to the Associatad Frens, 1he dispatches vere to be ocent
sithur by osble directly to Bouth dwerica ar indirectly by phone to the
ASDL Gffice in Derne, Swltserland, whieh would then forwsrd tham to ANDI |
Brasll, GPENNI sdded thut when Amerlcs entered the wer, the Baresn Hunager
uf the Azpociated Freses in ilome, MAGSOUE, antrusted t0 hix the flles and
furnlture velounging to Lhe Assogiated Proms snd that he had placed all

thia caterial 1o the AT UOfflce on Via Balls Harceds for aafekeaning.

SN denldrdal Lhnt avorythinge h:d wortad suooilhly exespt that lie hed

hed prant difflenlty vith the 1talizn wress ceasorshin oi'fice; *I.rlf:it:h FL
gused nim o gdving oo pnbi-faccist elent tc hi f.i'L'LiI'iF:E.. He spid that i
hed bDeen repvimsadsd servarel Llsdee for this nnd then told me thet this ves
the resson why he hat peked me to @op In and ses hin, He sxploainad that
aboul '} daye hefore, ho had sent o disyetch moting an articls mublighed
by Uieneo' s hsghorn noewspaper "Il Telografo® whereln the uniforpity of the
“asclel preass uns denocuncod, The cansor had sent thoe dlspatch hack o

nlo twlen saying thot tho lead was misleadling and walignant end asking bhim
Lo change 1%, On the €hird try, 1t wont through. Two days later, an order
came Lrom Yhe Foroalgw Frass lenertment of the Minlistry of Poumlar ulture
gigiondines SHGUIL f5rom ell nessjapsr activity wntll) further noties and ﬂﬁﬂu F
blocking uls phouma, SPEINI assuaed thut thé resson why they hal taken
tlisse ngasures againet him ves that slnce he bad nuwserous enemise =t the
Fouuley Uulfw'e Minlstry sod pinoe the "11 YelegrafoV srticls mentioned

aeuove ¢, 1t seems, directed aguinet the hewd eof the Italian Pross Vept.,

who had & peytienler hatred for him, and he, PRI, had bean s0 rash as

L - S )
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to muinte the nrilcle in restion 40 his dispateh, the Populny Lulturoe
subhioritice had declded to use him ap a scapsoprt, Ho spuggeated thei

I soms and work for him se thnt 1 eould sign the cables and el him o
rermme his work, He said that he would do hie best to try and work this
aut, (me soming about three days irter, I wont o SPERAI'E nf‘fi._t;ﬂ and
faund Ble wifa there with an Itallen rentloman that I had never seen belore,
She tolime that heor lmsbend had been arrented that morning at & o' chock

by the Pasclat F“nlﬂ.ﬂﬂ.-'.

1 a=yw EPPRNIYS wife aenin sbont two weeks later and she told ne that
her hnehand had bheorn penbencad to eonflnement In a town in aentyal Italy
and that sho was golng Lo jein him thoera shortly,

Imrlng the few daya thet I svant wlth SPERNL derdng this period, he

tnld ne that sometlmes after his arrival in Rome from Hapgland, he had gotien

an Job at the Forwlar Cultire Hinlstry as eocyresder, I think, but had made
many onenivs thera, becamuna of hls ro-britlsh attitude, He told me Ehnt
ona day he wie arrestsd by the Fagoist polica on the Ei:_-i.r.[_:.ﬂ of bulng a
hritioh neept, Ha was subsequently relessed, I thirk, bevausa of lsti of
ovidonco,

Afgar bis arrest in FPebruery 1942, I did not soe EPERHI agnin untll
efter the errivel of the Alli s in Howe, I met him, I thick, about the

009,06

hwrry, 2 long story of his edventures after his arrast ln Februedy 190,

ot of June in WD Pullding at Vis Venato and he told ma, rather in =

It copesre thot after mpending some tine in coufinoment, In central Italy,
he was trangferred to s concentration camp in southern Itsly. (This lattes
prt of my otatement may not be very jweclce becavse I did not pay a grond

decl of attention to FPHRNI when he told me his story, From there, ho wasn

AONEINENTIA
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olther releassd or mannged to escane, 1 don't remesber which, and came to
lone, PFollowing the Germen occupstion of Kows, he wap azain arrested,
this time by the liazi polica, 1 don't know on wnet charge, and put in Ragina
Goell Jall, From there he fmansygsd to sscere, Sogebther With sooe Allied
golilore who, iV appeers, had besn pob in the Negina Opeli jall, bueause
capturod while wearins clvilian clothnp, At the same tirve, EPERMNI hinted
thet during 211 the time he hed bsean in ltaly, he hed been uaaful to the
Allles,

In r1l o7 deslinse wlth SPARINI, e nlvaya Llooresued me as belns de-

fluitely favorabls to the Alliod cepuse and ir Wle canvereaflon anpesred to

ba very enti-Itelien and wvery pro-iritich, He otruock mp &9 being guive

impulsive and Ilacnpspbla of hifiing his true faelig s and he sesus really to

kava T nounberons emesdlse in Tona,

SONFIDENTIAL
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supreme Comsand

iha Chief of the IV

To Zrxogellency Colen Tniel-no
vlnistry af Vopaler Culture

"0O0M &

Fovamber 28tk 104 - XX

il

¢ Ixeellenoy,

I Imow thet Mr, Glovann! Myerni asked the orometont ranaganent of
your Nindetry - recovunendsd by Breelleney Grendi - the pormit nesded
by him to =0t rs 2 corrvasoendent of the smth-Amsricens spency "AndiY,

Alow s to aded to Crandifs suthorvitetive racomuendntden Iy own ré-
conmandatlon, an v Usuorsmont, which 1g In yosnencion of gocd yefurences
avout FEuerni) hoe rvatled 2thaelf in tho et of hld rofond knowledge of
Pnelish torviteory, in ovder bto obtein fros him informeticng and wmrticonlarly
ueeful datn, whileh were plusys furrdehed by him disintuoraertadly,

I undaritend thet elnce he vee sevaraly punished Ly belnz fired fren
the General Honugemort of the Redio on escount of the woll-known inoldeut

F-.

pernd and hig fomlly have had hard tliwe,

If Spemmi con o ewmrloyed ne o correspondent he would be mtls to
liva cosdiortably sssin, o, T houve you will sllow him £o0 have the vernit
ne peked for, and I npend yor bteforshend my own snd the BIR' s tharlks,

I shaeni youlr ntﬂ".";r“l"i'.ﬂr‘-'.

Sincerely, @ 0 ﬂ U _1.

J0L:, ANE!

- 12 -
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ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS
Offfice of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2
APO 512 U.S. ARMY

B=389, #rc: H-235 19 Qotober 19k.

Dearxr @-&l’.

With reference to my visit to you on Monday 16 October
1 enclose & copy of the letter from the Securlty gervice giving details

of what they want on SFEHNI.

The origihal exhibits are held either by the C.I1.C. or by Mre
GNUDI of P.W.B. The latter has guite & 1ot of material on SPFRNI taken from .
the files of the Ministry of Popular Culture. 30 far there seems to be mo |
actual scripts of his brosdecasts though these mey turn upe There ars, how-
ever, scripts of broadeasts that appear to have been made by his wife. One :
document complaining of SPERNI's leteness et the studio seemed interesting ' ’
Ss it Pixed the time and date of a broadoast. . | 1

With regard to the matter of the transmission of funds from
TTALY to the BRITISH Union of Fascists, again 1t is MX. GNUDI who has the
originals and who cen best edvise you. He is very helpful and seems ex-
tremely keen in his researches into the files of the Ministry of Popular

culture, so don't hesitate to make every use of him.

1f we can be of any assistance let me kmowe

3

Yours Sw m-—L\ / |

Q, Thenals
___.ﬁf:*—*-—f — 00094

Security.
Civision
Ree'td 1‘:"?!0
Book No 25}'3

File Mo 1
Aﬂtign' ‘

(¥4

seourity Branch,
&, C.C,

3

Captain L.V. GALE, CO! Tt
| Y =
: t




=idioja

g

- s :

1 ';:*'l:: i :'.. T N e X O .
= Eo . T T -
lagsifiea B.0. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No.
"Iti"ffﬁm i"'.-'f"“"‘—'-'.!i‘!-'-"'-'w"-"- s R : rec—
"
CONFIDENTIAL ROOM 055,
WAR OFFICE,
WHITEHALL,
S.w. 1.
FPRE/D. L,th notober, 1944.

Dear HILI~DILLON

Please refer to our telegram reference DS/2576/kk dated 2nd August, 1944,
regarding John Charles Anthony SFERNI, 8 Via Belluno, Rome, and your reply re-
ference P-3119,450/4-25 dated 6th September.

We are extremely grateful for the investigetion report which was forwarded
with your letter. This has been of great value to the Security fervice.

There seems a reasonsble chance that John SPERNI will be prosecuted and, if
so, he will be the first renegade to appear before the British courts in this war.
If a prosecution is to take place I am afreid that it is necessary for us to ask
for your assistance upon a rmber of further peints, I realise that this is plac-—
ing a serious burden upon your ataff and if you feel that it camnnot be undertaken
no doubt you will let me lnowe.

ithat we in fact require is:

(a) the original exhibits referred to in the C.I.C. report forwarded
with your letter of 6th September, or nt least copies of these
exhibits.

(b) =& signed statement, under cautiun, taken from SPERNI himself.

(c) A4if possible similur statements from BADOLATO and GNUDL mentioned
in the 3rd and 7th paragraphs of the C,I.C. report.

Wie do not know vhether the confidential informant referred to in
paragraph 7 of this report would be willing to come forward and make
a statement; Lf so, it would be most useful if one could be obtained.

(d) eny aveilable information as to whether SPERNI was ennounced on the
Ttalien radio under a pseudorym and, if s0, what this pseudonym vwas.

(e) with regard to paragraph 4 of the report, we are anxious to know
whether this means that there is no chence of finding in Rome the
soript of any of SPERII's broadcasts. If no written record of these
broadcasts still exists, is there anyone who cen say from memoXry
what SPURNT said on any one ocecasion? Also, is there any record of
the exact dates and times of SPERNL's broadcasts?

(f) we should also like to lmow - and see no reason why SPERNI should
not be directly asked -~ what has happened to his brothers and sister

S e 000y~
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who went with him %o 1taly. Ve understood thot his sister Wwas

working in the Foreign Interesis gection of the Swiss Legation
in Rome, but an intercepted letter ahows that SPERNI at one time
tried to get her to work for the Ttalisn radioc. e do not knowW
whether or not he succeeded and perhaps the Italian radio reoords
might provide some information on this point.

In view of the posaibility of oriminal proceedings, the statements referred
to in (':’21 and (¢) will have to be sybmi tted to the Director of Public Proseculions,
and in these ciroumsiences it would be helpful if they could be taken by an officer
who has some knowledge of English legal and police procedure. Tt is possible that
the officer who takes the statements might have to come to England to give ewi=
dence in any trisl which may teke plece.

The enquiries alresdy made in this case have no doubt raised SPERNI'® sus-
picions and if 2 statement is taken £rom him under caution, he may begome sufficient-
1y alamed to txy to make his escape. Ve feel bound to leave to your decision the
question of SPERNI's arrest after he has made his statement. You will know from

the local conditions what chances he has of getting avay if he is mot arrested.

There can, however, be no uuestion of SPERNI being sent %o this country until &
decision has been arrived at as regerds his prosecutions

vours sincerely

FR BARRY.
1ieut. Colonel P.R. BARR' »

colonel S.S. HILL~DILION, OEE, DS0,
A.C. of B. C=2¢
-ﬁ-lFllHtQa
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