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Article I (Contd)

L The result is that even today a very large part of the staffs, particularly
of the universities, cannot b= traced. Months of hard work have therefor= teen
put in, in Sieily partifularly, to get st,ffs together and at least to obtain a
"quorum” in the more important institutions where procadure is hound by statutes,
In these latter it is true we could have esmpowersd on# man to act for ail. =t
this hes not been our policy. In the university constituticns were the last shrecs
of democratic independence in a slavishly centrzlized state and it has not been
the policy of the Educational Adviser to desuiroy these by putting a little
Mussolini in each institution. The very desire Lo conform to procedure has meant
mach greater work, It is easy to act in an artilrary maoner and order new
regulations, dismissals and aopointments by the power of military occupation,. In
the early stages this oftem had to te dome, FKut the Educational Divisicn 1s
avoiding this action whenever possible and actually emplcyss Italian professors
of law to examine the Statutes of all institutions so that changes are made Iin
accordance with the processes of law., There is a further important regson for th s
procadure. Only if an importa nt professorisl appointment 1s made in this way
will there by any real chance of safeguarding the aprointess. Ctherwlse they
are always in danger of hawing their sprointments lgter declared invalid,
At every turn the questicn bristles with disficulties, It might be thought
easy (and has been in some cases by local civil affairs officers in the hectic
first days of confusion) to dismiss a notoriously fascist headmaster (Diretore
or Preside g-cording to the type of school) and asppoint gnother in his place. 2t
it must be regslized that this cannot be done, unless the naw head has passed a
specigl headmaster's edamination. To do 50 creates chaos in the existing systen
and considsrable discontent.
To add to the difficulties we find schools and local Direchors of Bducations 1
ond their offices (Provveditori agli Studi and the Provreditorato) evacuzted and often
far from positions in which they can succassfully oparate: and there is little or

no transport still to bring them back aggin.
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Article TI (Coutd)

nrovincs.

Univereity nrofessors present o sisilar problex, The mmber of nctroricus
raselsts is not larze~pevhaps ten per ocent in tRssverspe drilveraifv-bus &he sumber
of real anti-fescisis probably oaly five per cest.: Ths repaindsy ranzs batwoan
these twu groupss Among such real fageists is Professor Saiseprs Magzlors who
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Fagsing from thas consideration c? the heschers themaalyss wo turs to the tegh
books lnuse in the country. Thase are overwhel=in:
ayre-a Jew excaples of the type of whing whlch iz found in ths %ext hookss
starting with the 2ad olass (for the childron of 7 years ¢f =73) wo hars such
subjeats as "The 1little sentry®, "The littlo soldisrs™, a nd asccipk 92 srmomwsd
weanons, and Lta ly's right 4o dosinats the Mediterraraan.
vith ®Tears of the Viegin™ and/®Ths sign of the Crogs™ in the beszh strls of
Whhoritorien propagandne Sy the time we recch the I=d cless (8 yeary) the
indastrinatioson becomos ayen more intenscy and mora subtlely intopyowvan wikk
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W1a Paccio 41 combatiimeonto Spase lire 925 ver iovizsre ac un aolontia’ marisa
% Balille e 2 Plecole Italians. Quanto sosse p=r sinscuno®

e prammayr lessons U9 no Sar einne Pa 53; ond of S8qk a1 l, of the
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- Difficulties Flanting Fdueution in Italy
In tle two proceding articles we have discussed fipst of rll the rhysical
difficulties of resboring edusrtion in a war devastated counbry and secondly
the steps being talken to eliminats fascism. We now, in this Inst contribution;
Lirn to some of the inherent Aiffiecultiss which face the AXlied Military
Government .nd also the bread principles of planning which are being laid for the
robirth of Ttalian sducnibion.

It is not geporally remlized in Britain and America the state of corruption to
which the country has sunk undsr fascist dictatorships Flace-seslkting is ra mpant
and no one seems too highly respscted to dtoop te every possible maneuvar U0
ta e advantare for him=ell or his relatives (who eppesr tobe meny) or even
his towne. Every new civilian aesoretary employed immediately mesns e ‘'resh abtack
of place hunters from the kin a nd nelghberhood of the new employess 1t has

.-ILI_.
L S o

e
1%

had to be made guite clear-ond scmetimes very rudely-that we do not consider
a form of loynl¥y but corruption and no ope can receive an appointment exvept

thr ough the normt 1 channels when morit o lons will be +he standard of Judpgments

In spite of stringent orders place=sackers ot throupgh the protective screen and

ronoh the officers in commond of edisation. When the latier heve heen subjected to an
inpenuously olaborated and long account on some educotional project they are

auddenly swung round to a demand for somo ppphintment for which the applicsant is i

ohviously not gualified. Often, daspite considerable astuteases, there 1s a strange

streal of simplicity in their charscler, For, when ssked why they will blandly reply

| S .l“_‘l-'-l- wha.

that they have and thet he will do nothing for thems BHut, they will continue, Tyou

can make him=you ore the rovermment." At this sbage they have usually left bahind

LI
=

o g

"Sicnore Colonelle™ ug the mode of sddress and 1t has bogome what thoy bellewve will

be' the Mattering, snd insratistipgg one, of "Sipnore {% Vinistoro.” Thay o awcy

(
peieved that ho whom they were prepoved Lo call "Excollenoy’ %gﬁi indead in some
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¥ cases did) should-so anruptly tell them that the Allied Military Government woiild
ES have no part in assistipg hin because to do so would be corruptic. Another tyne
which is a daily nulsance is the place-sesker who has always been an ardent "antli-
fagscist". Thege usually turn out to have been nothing of the kind-and some were .
notorious fasecists. Grest help in separating the sheep fran tne goats is given to
the Edicational Division by the Folitical Intelligence Section, under Major A. RAFCA,
AlI3, which has elaborated a sieedy asysiem ol checking on the volitical history of
university orofessores and teachers,

Difrienlty 1ls alsd provided by the virtual consplragy of silence wikth vwhich one
is met in some quarters. Where a fascist official is left in office (aa 44 is an
almost impossible task to root them all out &% once) he certainly conceals the
Taacist past of 811 the other officialas: and so it is of'ten some time helore we
find out exactly who is a real fascist and vho is notli To confuse the issue all
these real Tascists left in oi'fice mouth the sentiments of democracy and execrate
Yuasolin.

Here we have opoosition. Bub another group attempts to use the govermment for
thedpsowt ends., It is a favorite trick in this country to infoxm against an
innocent wan as a notorbous fascist just becruse he is your' engnys

One of the chief provlems for the tducational work ef' the govermment lies in the
attempt of interested organizations teo use it to thelr own partly ends, All of them
realize, more than many of our psople at home, that education is the key to the
whols future of Italy. Whoever controls it for any length of Uime controls
politically the country in the future. As a resull every interest is now Jockeying
for position and bringing pressure to bear from every direction to this end, Some
of the pressure is most subtle, and if they can play one department aguinst another
they do so. As a result this sinister influence mist be guarded against at all times

How deep yrun these parties magy be reglized only when one comes in clese contact

with the university professers. The solid middle is consarvativa in outlook, tending
to be lukewaxm monarchists, and supporters of the church. ot mgnﬁ gzmu of the
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o
1 more brilliant men who have consistently opposed fascism 1s a strongly marked
anti-clerical and anti-monarchist development. Runnming a8 & cross current through

this is the separatist movement, yhich is opposed by the right and left. The

tendencies in Sicilian character which created the Maffis sre not dead and there may

be a linking of theses with slements of these three partiea or newer movements.,

These parties (form Communist to Catholic Democrats) all hope to inbed themeelves

during this period of Allied occupatien and &ll hope for control in the

sducationzl field, It has only been thropgh a most uneverving devotion to duty

that none of these forces haS been sble to exploit us in this fie1d. A1l appointments

are mades apart frem the applicants attitude to fascism, on academical merit alone,

Such a profer attitude strikes the politically-ridden minds of Itallan

educationalisis &3 semething strange and povel. They cannot conceive of such a stat8

of soclety in which creed, party relationship and provincial connection, is of no

congideration and merit alone counts, The snti-fascists are often as rmuch shocked

ng the others and they often have to be told that "being an anti-fascist will not

obtain for you an gppointment for which you are not quglified, but being a

notorious fascist will disqualify ¥

ou for one forwhich you may ayven be otherwise

highly fitted"!',
Then 211 thesze difficultlies are resolved-difficulties whi

asclst rule, are the minds of the pebple for
ation-we are stlll faced with another

ch in themselves ghowW

how out of keeping, after f an immediate

understanfting of our values witheut reeduc

| This is the refusal to take responsibility. A Rector of a wnlversity
r

great one.
ng an antherlzation to engage & new janltor. There is a

will insist upon receivi
of the first things the BAueational Adviser had

complete rubber stamp mentality. One
stamp ("Educatienal Adviser, AVGOT Har) end with that

to have nmade was & rubber
ghted. Tn fact if

jmprinted on a document all Ttalian of fiolgls are highly deli

i you tell a petiticner you will do nothing for him his chagrin 1is mollified if yoq

stanp and sigh his paper to say he hag been to 8
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many years before a people can grow up sho will take responsibility and will act

for themselves. There is little sign of it at prasent.

Turning now to the plans for the future development of education in Ttaly. A

plementary schools througn an
writh Italign tradition

graduated system 1is being evolved frem the

jntermediate school to the ginnasla and liceo, in keeping

on the one hand and yot bringing Ttaly into lins with more modern currents of

thought, in which 1t stands in great need, FPrivate s hools, which have been the

sre being allowed 1O continue

center of such resistance TO rfascism as exlsted,

their work: and chprchschools are being allow=d to open for the first time., The

church has been instructed to appoint 1its
the Educational Adviser on the curriculum and

own director of seducztion who will be

| instructed by examination standards

tobe reached in these schools,.

The universities, weak as they were in their resistance to fascism, Were

nevertheless the last strongholds battling pehind the ramparts of their privileges

The re-growth therefore of these institutions 1s

and statutes for democracy.
This is belng

essential to the spontaneous re-birth of democracy in the country.

g:hiﬂvad by the destruction of fascist thought and the replacing of it by a

'. world of free thought in which intolerance (political and gsectariagn) can have

Allied to the problem of university educatlon mist be that of general

ations: and these developments are

ne place.

adult education to replace fascist organiz

being explored.

1t is believed by the band of enthustastic of figerw and educationalists

— T —

s that they are not only gerving thelr om

devoting themselves to these task
sy are engbling Ttaliah culturse

Allied Military Government but by their work th

to rise again to 118 full growth in accord with her historic past.

¥ 8ug
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A Mezara del Valle si & inaugurata eggl, 2lla presenze di Sum fmi=
penza Mensigner Salvatere Balle Guercle, Vemceve dellu Divcesd dxodbx e
dalle cusbritd wilitarl eittadine, la priuc souele cenfessisnele & Dexs=
regohlaleo dells Sioilla.

11 Tenente Celennelle CGayre, censiglierse kit ver la educazlene
del geverne militare alleate ha fatie pervenlire & Sus Eminenzs 11 seguen=

te mepsaggie in ecousiene della insuguraziene:
"fagellenza, Vel vi riunlte ogzi in um memente unice e prleno di eu=

EpiﬂifFLm gusrra, con tutte le sue miserie e crudelti, devette papgsare
sul vestrli csmpi e sulle vestre oelline, ma nen seltante per distruggere

.F%ichéj oeme risultate di essa, & state spezzate Via -6 apericve per sueEs=
pre- un @lspstlome distrutiere dell'snima c¢che selffepouva 11 llbere pens
dlere dell'ueme e no degradava le dignita,

Qone risultate della lines di condetta dellz2 Gran Bretagns, dell'A=
marice @ da;;l;m.ltri allentl contre guesta eppressione, & tutti & data
1a livertd di vivere gecends 1 preprl principi. Di censeguenza, OCB3Irens
temente 8lla nestra pelitica, debbone viaprirsi al pid preste pesslbile
nen seltants le scuole dl State, me anche quelle private, incluse le Sgue=
le seclesiastliche,

Invers eggi a lezsra del Valle, sette 1la veustrna encrgloa gulda,
avviens la prima rispertura di Seuele Baolesiastiche in Italiz. Queste

glerne e queste evente cestitulsaense, percid, una eccasione memernblle.

E' per me un gronde pluceres avere avute parlte oon quegte ovents
insieme & Vostra Boccellenza. Ie spere di vader Tierire 1= Vestre Souele,
ohe effrene libertd di pensiers, di culturas e di pregresse &i faneinlli

ohe vengens tra le venotre mUra. G« Re GALRE

-~y Ten. Jel.A.E.U.
% Yo

Qengigliere per 1'Edugaviene

A, G,
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S.%, 11 Vesoeve, ul termine della cerimenisz, depe di aver rinm=
graziate le Auteritd Alleate e gli intervenuti, ha invitate sl pregens=
1 ad alevare il lore pensisreé sl Ssnte Psdre ed ha dale letturs
del megsazgle che gul appresse traspettiome:

A SUA SAETITA' FPIO FADA XIL
_OIITAY DL VATISANO

Insugurande la prima souels cenfescienals parreocliiale, che

rigrends nlle sspirasienl ed ai desideri della Santita Vestra ad al

pscrTe diritte della Chilesa, - Vesceve}] Irefesgeri ed alunni umillans
i lere filieli emuggi pid devetl, innglzane praghiere per 1a Santita

Vestra, implersne 1'Apestelica Benedlzlens.

Salvatere Balle Guercile

Vesceve di Mazara del Valle.
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HEADOTARTERS ATLLIED UILITARY GOVERNMENT
Public Relzations office

FRO

FOR_IMUEDIATE RELEASE THR

AMG HQ SICILY, 5 pecember—---Allied military leaders who

took part in the liberation of Sieily were greeted tumul tuously

by the undergraduates of Falermo University today when that

hi ctorie institution presented honorary degrees to Lieut. General
George S. Fatton, Jr., commander of the Seventh army, Brigadier
_Generzl Frenk J. leSherry, commonding HQY AMG, ILieut, Col. Charles
Poletti, Regional Civil sffairs Officer for Sicily, and Lieut. Col.
G.R.Gayre, Director of rducation for the Allied Military Government.

A degree was conferred in absentia on Hajor Genersl Lord Rennell

of Rodd, who was unable to be present.

The ceremony was held under & pural painting of Garibaldi

in the great hall of the University., Undergroduates, maiy of whom
wore the boat-shaped colored nats of their colleges, filled the

211 and surrounded the speakers platformy They celebrated thelir
Preedom from FPascism by cheering the Allies, hissing references to
the old order, &aad enthugicstically agreeing with thelx new Rector,
pprofessor Baviers, when he sald: npeday marksthe beginning ol &

ney era, thne era of liberty.”

Cenerel Patton seid: "It 1s with genuine regret thaet 1
absepve the havee wrought by the forces of war on the magnificent

buildings now in ruins. 1 hope and pray that in due time the
buildings will be restored, =nd that the University will gain its
normzl stride ia order that the good work muoy coatinue as in tiae
past.,”" As in the cuse of Colonel Poletti, who spoke 1in Italian,
and the other speakers, the Allied leuder's words were recelved

with enthusgiagn,

It was a scene that few who S&w it counld forzet, with the

soarlet of Cardinal Archbishop Lavitrano's robes standing ont asong

the uniforme of Allied officers, the Rector's ermine, . and the blue

and red and gray «nd bleck huts, hung with trickets in ine
treditionel style, wora by the undergradusies. General HesSherrTy
vointed out that it was & TELE occasion when the Hector nnd Senste
of a world-ramous institiation of higher learning bestowed honorary
personnel enghged: 1n poverhaing the war-1toTn

He exrressed & counviction
ascigt members znd
fﬂwerful force 1in

degrees on militory
people of the community in which it exists.
that the President and Faoulty, freed from
Pacciet teachings, were men who would now form &

n"-'l_’

+tha establishment of & new and free Italﬁﬁ '?E]

"on this occcasion", Genersl Medherry gaid, "it might be
appropriate for me to otete that the .illied officers engaged in
%1litery Government have, since the occupation, put Pforth every
effort to restore Sieily to its normal 13fe. In this restoratior,
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the importince ofeducational institutions et &ll levels hes nov
been minimized, Ithas been our aim and ambition to give bacik Lo
the Itdlien people thoce institutions anc setivities which tend to
promote and develop & free and democratic Italy. I feel thet the
reopening of this splendid University is one of thes mejor stevs in
bringing to pass this objective of the Allied Military Government."

The - great task of rebuilding snd restoring to 1ife the
Sieilien educational system which the Allied Militery Government 1s
carrying out, Colonel Gayre soid, was divided into three phases.
Firet, there was the purely physicel task of reopenlng scademies,
schools, @nd colleges, cleawing oway the reveges of war, end gusrding
books, manuseripts, and eguipment, Secondly, there wacs the necessity
foyr reorgenizing the textbooks SO that the TFaseist doctrine that had
perpeated them could be eliminated. Thirdly, there was the need %o
roforn University chairs that had tunght Fescist doctrine and to
olear out Fasciet ringleaders who had nsed their positions to
perpetrate doetrines repugnant to the well=beling of mencind,

A1l these tasks have been started by tie allied Military
Government, many have been nearly finighed, and some even completed.
In doing this, AMG's goal, Colonel Gayre pointed out, has not been
merely the eradication of Pascism itself, but the vision end beliefl
that ag Italy formerly made & great worldwide contribution in the

field of learning, she may do s0 agaln,

npecause the policy of the Allies has bheernr one of liberation
and not conguest towards all that is grect in the soul of the
Ttolian university, we have been able To leave Palermo University
stronger than 1t waes when ze ceme”, Colonel Geyre said, "IT, as &
result of the migeries of the past years, and the tide of war
rolling seross your land, and the freedom which folloZed the war,
Ttaly can arise agaia in & new repdissance of eulture and letters,
Italy will have been reborn.

iy
L=y i —

Charles Yoore
Captain, AUS
Tublic Reletions Officer

O ED/CR//tir
i, 9 Degember 1943
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TEXT OF STATBMENT BY LIZUTERANT GEIZHAL GEORGE
A 5. PATTON, JR. DH TT 0CCASION OF CONFERRING

THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LAWS &bl FOLITICAL
SCIBNCE UPOD HIM BY. THE UNIVEASITY COF PALERILD,

DECEMRER 5th, 1S45.
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siegnor Rettore Magnifico, 4nd Gentlemen of the Feculty of 1

aiversity of Felermo,.

I+ is with & deep SEHEE of gratitude that I acknowledge

the distinguished nhonor of Doctor of Lawe aad Political Scisnce

conferred upon me by the University of Falermo. I & NEppy to

be able to be precent on this ocezsion end to be a witness to

B p—

your {nanguration of the University for tne next tern.

The University of Palermo needs no intreducticn to the

world. It ig one of the largest amd oldest sests of learning

in Itely. I1ts briliiant history 1is 0WnH to everyone interes-

ted in educatlion,

T+ is with genuine regret that T observe the haveo wrought

by the forces of waxr on the megnificent bulldings oW in ruins,

| I hope and pray that, in due time, the buildings will be TeS-

te normal stride in or—

tored And that the University will gain 1

der that the geod work may continue as in the past.

May I extend to the Rettore Mugnifico, the faculty and T
student body my hearty congratulations aad beet wishes for &
~ a0 '
sucoessful yeur. a A
LD/ /i

cCoPX 9 December 1943
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