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B\ Y HEADQU ARTERS
S ALLTED WILITARY GOVERNMENT
\ | LAZIO UMBRIA REGION PRG/mg
EDUCATION DIVISION
AFPO 3894
26 Jan 1945

Rducation Subcommigsion, AC. HCQ. |

TO :

SURJECT : School in Via S.Giovanni in Latersno, Rome, i

FILE  : R4/ED/ !
Reference article in "Risorgimento" of 21 Jan 45. .

Ay Phis morning I paid a vigit to the building referred

to snd found out the following facts: |

2 The school is situated at No.Z2l, Via 8.Giovanni in |

Tauterano, and was built 4 years &af0 for a convent of Sisters i
of Loreto. These gsold out to an engineer who cannot be traced. i

He gome time ego, about 18 months, the building was divid-
ed,hglf remsining as =a school snd the other half as food ration-
ing offices. This state of affairs lysted until 5 months ago,
gince which it remained empty. The atate of the plmce is extreme—
ly dirty snd nezlected and casts reflection upon the city
suthorities who used it and abandoned it in so lamentable a state.

4 1 propose to suggest to the civili authorities of Rome

thet the place be clesnedy minoX repalirs carrlied outw, preparatory .
to ite being reeguipped and usged as & gchool, It could aoccom- .
modate mbout 500 children. There is no school equipment, but |
this could no doupt be borrowed froum gohools which sre likely
to remein requisitioned for a lonyg time.

Bre T4 is rumoured that an office of the municipelity of
Tome has designg on this sccommodation. I shall, therefore,
meke the aforementioned suggestion quickly end shall be glad
of your support, if necessary.

¥

! f NTAN.
‘ 3 /

FRANCIS . GREGORY
Major Lan. Fus.
Reylonul Education Officer
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14 December 1944

R EP ORT

ON THE ACTION OF CIVILIAN AUTHORITIES OF ROME
IN THE MATTER OF SCHOOLS

gince the 20 Oct, when claspified liasts of all |

gchools were sent 1O the competent authorities in €
Rome ,a constent bettle, nonsthe less Severe for ;

being conducted courteously, has teken place with _

thege suthorities, particularly the Sindaco. I have |
had, in all, three interviews with him, twoe of them

on this subject, and heve slways found him extremely
courteous; but his manner and the way in which he ,
uged the uncertain and meagre informetion at his |
commend gave the impresgsion, backed up by later

events, that he was not really interested in the

mattel.
popsibly a few dates will make this clealr: !

On the 2 Nov. T commenced an intengive series
of vigites of schools ungvailable and found nothing
hnd been dones.

a) Op the 9 Nov. another letter was sent to the

|
erning the need for action by his

sindaco by me conc
cuthority in cleaning and desinfecting the achoola

of the city. Thie produced nu{unswer.
(

b) I therefore on the 14 put the matter before
the Regional Commissioner who instructed me Lo pre=
pare & letier Por hip signature. T received a COpPY
of his letter dated the 15 Nove.

¢) In this letter the sindaco was reminded of
the gravity of the gituation, pmrticularly gchools ]
occupied by refugees, in need of cleaning gnd re- _ Hon
pa¥is, and thoge in uge by Itelien authorities end
political parties, This 1etter was rather more con-—
ciliatory than I could have wished. The Sindaco
was also informed that " a brief report would be

apprecigted.”
a) 4 similar letter was gent to the Prefect.

e s TR
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e) On the 13 Nov, the Prefect replied that re-
garding those schopls in use by political parties,
he had told the Sindaco of Rome tO deal with the
matter as soon as popsible. This 1s directly at
variance with the Prefect's own words to me personal-
ly, that of all the lisls of occupied schools, only
that dealing with political parties fell within Hkis
gphere of responsibility. Had he not paid this, I
would not hove wasted my time in requestingan
interview,

£) On the lst Dec. the Sindaco sent the first
reply, 5 weeks or so after the matter had come up,
in which gpart from the general unreliability and in
faot incorrectness, of the figures he quoted, he
reported nothing more gatigfrotory than vague schemes

for removing the refugees elsewhere.

I next spoke of these difficulties 1o, and asked
the support of the vicﬂriato.ﬁthe Comuunist Party press
who were using 7 schools, and ¢the Union of Itel ian
Women, with a view ba bringiné pressure to bear from
as many guarters as possible. The Communisgt paper
"Unita" advised the party groups to vacate their
schools within 8 deys. This has largely been done,
while the Union of Italian Women sent a letiter o the
sindaco urging actimand forwarding a plen of their
own. Comments in the press are becoming more pitter,
and it is clear that these attacks will increase
vather than diminish in the future.

Preasure of other business prevented further
pction in this particular field for some days. After
receiving your request for a report, I, with my Se-
cretary, visited the Sindaco fto get the latest in-~
Tormation, if any, on the situation, Pogsibly in view
of the pregsure from this and other querters something
did appear to have been started, at least as regards
refugees, but nothing was Very cartain, so much g0
thet I asked him if he though it best to awalt an
expected report on other accommodation for the re-
fugees from the City Engineers Department before
writing this report; he agreed, as 1 expected, He
informed me that a sub-office under Dr, Salvi was
directly responsible to him for the schools,

- D .
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He said that hed he known of the state of affairs
gix months ago much more could have been done. This
may ve true, but he has hnd ample time to do more then
hag been done ag the paragraph below dealing with the
vigit to the general Inspector of Schools shows.

I think the cmse of the Galvanl school is
illugtrative, Here a plan had been agreed upon between
the school authorities, R.A.A.C,, the mllitary occupiers,
including the Roysl Engineers (who had asgreed to carry
out certain esgentisl structural alterations-~) and
myself, for the completion of each removal of certain
municipal personnel from two rooms. The Sindaco was
asked to do this, but accordings to the latest informa-
tion, has failed to order the removal of these pecople,

Ag before, I had the impregsion that my visit
was ag8 unwelcome gs the lacts I produced, and that only
hls courtesy, and possibly my position, prevented him
termingting it earlier. I sttempted to streas the
fact that both from the point of duty and from natural
inelination, I honestly wishesd end still do wish, to do
all T can do to assist in solving this bad situation
in Rome. This expression was received graciously and
cooly. I was in fact a nuisance, at least in this
matter, I think this was shown by the fact that my
agslstante always found it difficult to transact any
business on my behalf at the Prefettura and Campidoglio,
having hsd on one occasion to wait a considerable time.
In faet, the education bodies in Rome, whether this
division or the civil education authorities,feel
equally that we sre meeting opposition, the main power
of whiech ig the sheer force of lnertia., To my knowledge,
both Provveditore and ITspettore, haeve worked hard under
discouraging clrcumstances with very poor results.

Immediately affter, we visited Dr. Salvi, who
appeared to be fighting for breath and sanity in a
mounting sea of difficulties, but I felt he was doing
his best, I blamed him for not having sought more help
from this office. He promisedio do so in the future,
even to the extent of asking me to request the pllies
to furnigh troops and transpori to remove refugees from
schoole., On my asking the reason why the Carabinieri
could not do this, he replied with embarragsment, that
little faith could be placed in the Carabinieriin a

- 3 -
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matter like this, Hence the reguest for the allied

troops., I told him flatly I did not inteng to agk such

a thing, but sugsested that Itslian troops could to it,

I do not personslly think the opposition wonuld be so

determined ga he seemed to imagine. About political

parties he said they obviously had no right there, but

taought they would igriore orders to clear out, Then '
after stresgsing the need for close liaison between hig

office and mine we left him. He did add that it was j
noped to do a lot during the Christmas vacation of
15 days. ;

A further peoint is that in no case of refugees or
cccupied schools have I found that any officigl has
been gent by the civil guthorities to inspect either i
their sanitary conditions or %o gafeguard against
damage to the structure.

I visited the Chief Inspector of Schools (Elementari) ;

! on 14 Dee. and learned that he hud submitted to the |
Sindaco, throuzh the Provveditore, in August, plans i
for the regrouping of refugees and for the repair of
schools. Nothing whatever happened, According to him,
no schools have in fact been desinfected or repaired,
though some hive been opened without elther having
been done,

A further ingtance of the lack of initiative in

dome, this time regarding the Prefect, is the situation

i concerning requisitioning of cars for clviliansg, Since
you made the arrengewent by which we requlgitioned a
car for the Provveditore the transport problem, dus to i
various causes, has deteriocrated so much that it has
not been possible to observe this arrangement temporari-
ly. Whether it should have ever beean made is not a
malter worth discussing now, but cars for both Prov-
veditore and Ispettore have to be requisitioned by the
Prefect since we have no longer that right. Noth ing,
however, has been done to provide these eggefitial
officials with cars, but the policy is preferred of
uging ug to do so where posggible in order to avoid
repercussions, soclial and otherwise, on him. T personal -
ly object to pull“ﬁnyone's cheatnuts out of the fire,
especially when such a chronic lack of initiative and
cooperation exists, as ﬂhuwnhby-the:fﬂyﬁgqing ri? rt

— 7 Grs s LR

'RANCIS F. GREGORY

Major Len, Fus,

Regional Education Officer
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