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Tel.489081 ‘ b LAJ/ce

' Ext, 320
HEADQUARTERS ALLIED COEMISSIOR

Inter Office liemo.

19 dan.
REFERENCE: 093/PWU,
SUBJECT ¢ Art Objects at Montecaseino.
TO .  Monuhments, Fine Arts and Archives S/C.

FROK : P.VW. & U, Sub-Commission.

1. I um attaching hereto a translation of a letter sent
by the Minister of Public Works to his Genilo Civile at Froginone,
regarding the protection of arw objects that may be found at

Montecassino Abbey.

2. As thig is of interest to your Sub-Commission, you
may wish to meke special arrangements for the protection of

such art objects.

95_”{,(@/;% "

L.VIEHHY, 1/
CoVYonel, C.E.,

Director.

Iiﬂﬁhul

EYER § LoARYS o B i
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MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS Rome |7 Jan 1941
Direction General of Te Chiet Eng. Bf Genio Civile
Technlical Services, _EEQSLHD”E.

NO. 736,

Subject ¢+ Clesring end sslvege of

preclous materials at Montecassino,

Reterring te direction elready given in & note
ot the Ist Dec 1944, N,1998, your Oftice is requestec
to speed the work of removal ot the iMontecassino Abbey
devris and the salvaqge of relics and preciocus objects
buried there In - In order to prevent s further

deterioration of such objects,

In executing the ebove-mentioned work, your
Ottice should follow the directions given In the Circular

ot the XIX Div., N.415 of 4th Qctober 1944,

THE MINISTER

Ruinl




0
-,..., .
HHE
| IS E
._:
1 : . > !
OOy
X : i b
™
o ET #r Lt e T
0 =
- D '
bt
A
& iy L == | =] B §
™
™
. _ m ) = INOIZVAHASSO
: vl - > 0 : ——— T re— —— — =
Fu | | B —
ﬂ .
W | | VAVATIV ViNSNID
& | YNYIIVL] YENsNZD
w i
m | :VILNIWWOD | ) _ ANIOED
aiNgitiw | NP VAN
. VLYY |
o ¥4 Y101 Yol -
£ o ¥iVurtonr | vinxzpives _
o _ FOLVII00Y OANIWIOFAAGED | o T , |
.m - hariedabi: . 22 HQ INOZVIVNDIS | VIYJ0T INQIZYIVNDEE | HNIUAD5Ed INOIZYIONNY
| .
. YO YLVEOSNTD Y% ; YLvd YINIS 3
Sr——— — | VAONAAd | ¥AONIT | ¥rTid OUARNN | visod 1 0ara | TI0 0 SNoIZ e EnL
—— "DIZT|IpUl,] EXURW n-”—“...:ﬂﬂn- umﬂ.ﬁ.ﬂﬂ oJgup |2D lﬂlu.n._._— i U..".ﬂ..n-._”.ﬂﬁ_“
rT - - : A e e e
e N ) [ eSg 1530 ‘LLIW
; ._..—ﬂ.hl. _ﬁ HE -~ L - ST T S — = - =
VINSNHD 1a OI014dN
Y _ 020N VIVAHISIY
£ | P -
¥

AT°71I - dNOYD JIHSHOSNID TIAID




NO.

12356 Section 3.3/NND

§fied E.O.

.

| ]
L

Dl e T "Rl -

iy @ e | JUIDE B DITCT

- / Jhn 000

| AN ILNIWWOD)
MU YLVIANI
dJNILLIN Y

YIVAYEDOLO
OsH0D |
YU Y1101 ¥SIOTH

-  YIVHLTONI YLIONTLIVHL
T IOLVLI0UY OLNIWIGIAADKY

B
FJHOSTATH
P e e e s ——e - g — . — m  c—— ol
T - - T i e ——— T " AT EE— T . . T T .
-
G - —
= T s e T e o e i — T B T M T e T e T I

ViIVAY¥YISIH

INOIZV AHISS0

S 0 D T30 INOIZVIYNDES
|

! __h.m.ﬁ._ INDILY TV NS

N

3|e13ads OsiAAY

e 1=
. JUOSNFD
VAVITIY YEASNTD
: ¢ YNYITVLI VHNSNED

aNiDig0o

LN m_um._ JA48d INOIZVLONNY

WERY




: | | e  ‘suTex Jejuls ouj Aq peloIns
—8p 8q £7qBqoxd TTTA ®Sey] (INOGET TPUOTJIDDE SNOTLTA 9TqTssodmy)
| ATqa0U8 poyo®Bel €SS TU[] °*[BTJI81TW I97L0 E3PTEeq 3O0TILETP PUB OUTSSR)

4CJ S8ATYOAY TETIB}ON Jey3o pus Linquad Uil oYl WOIT BI81eT83y
HoJduyo JC SeTI9E pPOOZ B SUTBLUOD [TI36 SIUJ 1®BUL pajxodsx st 1T
N :PAX0OTq SUTBWSI JTeS4T OTATUOIV U3 3nQ ‘OTATUOIYV 2uz Fururolps
xR SWOOI 873 O4UT PSJIBITO UesQqQ EBY 1USOSeD JO LBM ¥ =G

[ “30BJUT 8T ,TTe° §,107peusg julm=g, o

aﬂ MWW m .ﬁpnmﬁuhmﬂﬂun
~ 8yl Jutanp LTiueredde) juIng JopUTEWeS oY)l DUE DOABE usaq sasy [}

S0UTId uMcI) ey jo fqgedoxd Teuosxad JI2430 pUR SOATUOIS JUTUuTElIUoD
B8X0Q UspooA& 9§ 3l JO *enTeA TEIUSWIIUSS eTQBIEPTSUOD IO 8§83 T1qQUop
6308[q0 TTBWS JO UWOTJ08T[00 SNOSUBT[SOSTE B PUE BlUsMWlSaA *SI00Q
SNOTFTTeX UISpOW ‘STTE3E JIToyuo LInjused WLl 8YL IO B1UaWEBII MES
I *earsseadutr ATIEenoTired 40U ST pPoASS [BIISLEW 3y4] suotriexsd

—0 1u9esad a3} JO 8Te0E palTWrT AIeA syuj 03 Sutap oy

_—— sk et

"2Tqqnx U3 aspun patang Liaedoxd Teuosasd puw snTBA IO s309e(lqgo xo3
UOoIESS BXUOW oYL °setiddne ALrireo pu® yojey ¢ spxzng g8 0% BISTD
=F08 8YJ °°FaT[00 JIOWIOI SY3 JepuUn SUTATT [T® SI9TPTOS UBTT®1I 9t
puB BjUOW & aJ® Laqqy 8yl Jo szusdnooo gusssxd ayg "

*BUTNI 373 WOoIJ paZeA
-TBE AT3Us08X 03Xaqup 2d0UTIg Jo Lpaedoxd urzlred 108TI02 03 2Is1

mnﬂﬁmmuuhmmmsﬁﬁﬂkﬁnﬁﬁ#ﬂg n.mﬁ.ﬁ.m#Hn.mn.w mmﬁ.mﬂ.%ﬂH nhg
U0 WITH CUTESBOIIUCK Pe3TSTA I $¥ I8q0300 YI8L WO L

—— i
. i

4
J | 'IJI:' o

§i€ied £.0. 12356 Section 3.3/NND No.

i
:-'.ll

« BT o
SRR

snegey
‘UOTSETEION-QNS *Y RVI'H ‘T0308IT( t 0%
o 0 QTT 1844
. OUTssedaluoN 10 Laqqy :32alfqng
FILE NO croe
: | I
¥v aaqozop L2 Nrfﬁ# -
PSLLIOTD €
COIATY 2 oy g sinndBd cocacy
| NOISIATO SEATHOHV |¥ SIEY ENIJ “SINZRONOM
. NOIDTE YIogEn-O0IZVT
INTINEIACD XEVIITIN CIITIV =%
\ \d SHAIHVADAVEH




*jusmpIeqUWOq 2Y3 Aq peddsai s2eFnFsd UBTITATO pPoJpUNY TBISASS oYL JOF
LAIsjeme0 B aI® BWOOI 8SaY] *(Pe3BuOEA2 jou qaBd eyj) AIBIQIT 8ouUed
~aJad UJIepOI @43 Yo®Bad 03 8DBW Uasaq 68y 3dmsire oy *q

"SUTBI JI91UTA 8Yy3 £Aq peslforis

=8P 8q £L7qBqoad TTTa& 8say} (INOQBT TSUOT3TPPE® InOUITH 3Tqrsscdmr)
AT3I0US peyoeal ©88TU[ *TETJIe4SW JI9Y30 S8pISeq 20TIISTIDP DUR OUTESE]
Z0J SSATUOZY TPTIJIBLON 9730 pue Ainjusd 4Yill aUl WOIT SIs38T78Y
[oINYO JO E8T.ISE pOO3 B SUTEBLUOD TTTF3E BIUL 31=YH3 pejaodax ST 4T
:PeJOOTQ EUTBWAI JTSS3T OTATUOIY 343 3nq ‘OTATUOIV eyl Surutolps

12356 Section 3.3/NND No.

| SWO0X 83 O3UT peJEsTo Usaq S88BY JuUsdEa3p J0 L3ma ¥ *q
©
nm. *398BlUT ST ,TI9° €,30Tpsusdg JUTES, ¥
&) - ==
e S&55E o e e

. - 8l Tinp £73uexwdds) jUInQ JIPUTBWSI 9Y3 PUR DOABE UW9aQ aABY €L
: S 80UTId uMox) euy Jyo Lyxedoxd Truosaad Jol0 PUT SSATHOIE® SUTUTBLUOD
T L. E68X0Q UepOOM 9C 9Y3F JO "eUTeA [BVlUSWT4UaE aTQBISPEEUCD JO SE2T1QUOD

€3050Qq0 TTEWS JO UOTL03T[00 SMOSUBT[EOSTW B DPUP S1USM]EaA ‘S30CQ
SNOTFTT2I UIBpOW ‘STTE3E JTohuo AInjued Yill 943 IO SiUsUSEIJ MBS

I *aArsssxdwr LTIeTnoTiged 30U ST PIABS TeTJI9)SW oy} suorarexsd
-0 juecsaad o3} JO 8TB0s pajTwWiT LIsA ayg 03 SuTag ol 3

*aTqqux eYy Jepun pelang LjIsdoxd Teuostad pue snT=EA Jo s323(Q0 Jo3
yoxess sjuow 8yl “‘ssTTdduns Lixed pum Yoj3el ¢ Spasnd £ 108 BISTD
—=%08 8YJ] “25aT[00 JOWMIOZ 83 Japun JUTATIT TT® SISTpPIOS UEITS3I 9i
PUE EXUOW ¢ sa® Laqqy 3Yyq I0 siusdno20 jussaszd aygg <

*"SUINI 87} WOII pesdeA
—-Tes AT3U2038I 03JI8qUWM SOoUTIg Jo Ligedoxd urelIed 108T[02 03 aIl=ya
Suipesccxd sea wotym LizxoT LIBLTITIN UBRITBE3I UE UT nmnﬂﬂ%nH o.IEen
U0 T3ITH# OUTEIBISIUCY pPajTsTA I 7 I2Q0300 UIBL Up 1

[ |._. -

|...ILM

IUID.IJW_.

_CEOTBETREING anc




ot
"3' fal !r_1"-'-' * 1=r..'

: '.1 '_J.:IE.'- & L s ol B TR

Eiﬁiiﬁﬂ'_ | =y
3!1-,_-12’.3515 Seéction 3.3/8ND No._ / 8 5 O /6

Lack of meterial and labour prevent the erectlon

Ts
ces to shelter those portlons of the ruins con-—

of protective devi
teining the most valuable meterial. The only attempt in this di-

rection is on the spot beneath which are the relics of the Saint.
Haere are some boards and the remains of a rain-proof covering bloun

away in the wind,

8. The monks are insistent that much could be saved

1f some additional assistance wWexe pogsible. They atated that the
labour could be found locally and that the problem was food (not
wages) and meterial. Tn view of the fact that the Abbey can now

be reached by road and that theres is an encampmentof Polish troops

immediately et hand, with coming and going of transport, it might
be considered practicsble for the gub~Commission to support this

plea. The Church authoritiea should however first come forward
with definite proposals.

T.H. Brooke, Capt. K.R.R.C.
archives Officer, Division
Monuments, Fine Arts & Archives
ILaezio-Umbrie Region, A.M.G.
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QEATEN WITE S, B. DUOURE. ATBCT GF HGHTEOASSING

the interview touk place on tho {0th Sentarber 1945 in Cexo nl Velturno,

Province of CuspoLasso,
8, T, DIAMMAER navraved tha ovents cont vwning ¥onteopraino s follows -

The Abbey was retained as a place of salely anfl it was thought it would
heve baon respeoted dupdng theo WaAr. Fany cliviliens, larpely womer ond childeen,
hed taken refuge in tho Abbey and mauy vorika of srt hed baen Ltrencrorted to it
fror Mupeums in Nanles, The sitvation liowever began to get worse durding tho
ecrly deye of Pebruary, ang the monks snd wefipnos were obliuec %o teke slislter
in a feaw shelters underground, On Tho 165th February 1944 the first vinlend
borkardment took place, waich doctroved a next of the churech ard from then ommrvls

L

the siturtion reaidly determdmated. At & conforence hotweor the Abbot and all the
monls it was ceclded to rbandon the Ableyv, p to that time nd rernan poldier hed
oocupied the Abbey, but troops Were centLared pll around 1. Om the 17th Felruosy
nt 0730 bra all tie nopicss and réfgoes ctarted on their journny, toking with the

the wounded und invelide eon imorovisec hand=lberrsels,
artillery fire, all arrdved in eatety out of the remge of artillerv and were able

+o renoli Doime in suocessive sLLEod, CoM
LUonslgnore DIAMARE wap taicen £o 4Me Vetdean in sn asbulence ard placed at
hio {dsposal by the Germnan Migh Comennd,
ouenticned obeut the worla of rrt bel onging to tha Horastexy il these
which had been trannferred from other loealitdes, Monsignmore DIALANE ronlied that
two cerman Qificera, & Ceptain and » Mejon of the Ghering Division, orgenieed the
packings of the works ol art Belonging fo bhe convens whioh were traneperted to the
atioan Clty, HMaterinl belonging to the Sthie was alsp tiken eway but to mouttered

Jestinations and only on the insistence oi We nonks wee 1t poenible o get tlicee

alag transported to the Vatican.
(n Lelag guentioned, vonaimmors DIANAR

.'-.l'-.”_f,l-.r" n Tow ]ij‘r'r_r:'"-": ".I'r'_l','-_ Bh g By

! atirmed that the Ahbey angd the
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INCONTRO CON S.B. DIAMARE,ABATE D1 :,-mzmﬂm:aﬁiﬂo.ﬂu

L'4ncontro ¢ avvenuto il 19 Oettemodxe 1944 in Cerro wl Voliurao,

provind a di CampobeBB0«

3, BE. Plamare ha cosy narrato gli avvenimentl relatilvi a ontsCaee=

gino:
1,'Abbszle ern ritenuta un luocgo slcurn o sl crndave che sarebbe
atuta riopattata della guerra. roltl oivili,in gran parte donne 8

bambini,vi si erano rifugiatli e molte operse Atarte del Mupel di Ng

|

poll vi erano scate trapportute. La aituazlone tuttavia incominciv

a pegziorure fin dal priml di fevbraio,cosl che 1 Jionaol e 1 xlfu-
ginti dovettoro riparerel in glouni loeall sotterranei. Il glorno
15 Yevbario vi fu il priuo violento bouwberdamento che dlstrusse pal

te deila chiesa,e du wllors la sltuazions andd rapidemente peggini"
rando. Dopo ui consipllio a ol par teciparono insl ene allYAvate tul

t1 i monsei Iu deolmo di abbaudonaro 1'Abbazip. Fing a questa epos: !
ca nessun scldute tedesco avava ccoupato 1'Abbuzly, Le le truppe era
no sparse tutto intorno. I1 gilorne 17 allo ore 7,20 dl umattina tug. 1
ti 1 monseci e 1 rigugioati i misero in camzine,, prortando con loro 1
foritl e 1 mulati su barelle loprovvisnte, Dopo una meroia di parec

ghle ore,sctlo 1l fuoco dell'artiglieria, tuttl giunserc 1a salvo fue

ri del tire dei cannonl e succesulvaupnie poterond r355%f§%$§F Roema
5 0

f
)

Hong. Dianare fu truspertalto in Valkloano coil Wi avtombhulynga mess

ou @ sua disposizione dul comundo UedO8C0.

Interrogato clrea le opure d'urte dal Nonaatero @ c¢lrea quelle ;

\ F |

\ ohe vl erano state btrasportate da allre loouli th lons.Diswure ha Y )‘

\ [
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ferlto che dne ufilciall tedeaohli,un ocaspitano e un maggiore| fevero ese=

guire 1'imballagglo delle opsre di proprieth del Convento che furono tra
gpertateo & Roma in Vatloasno,ll materiale di propristd dello Stato I pu
ro asportato ma con destinazlons diversa e solo per l'intersesameato deld

mons el ., fu possiblle ferlo trasportare anch'esso in ‘I.Tutimnu.
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ADVANCE HIAL UAi TUR ETow/x 3§

ALLIR CUNTRUL COWVMIGSION
PO 394

ATLe aund arahives.

suboommisslion Tor vonumente, Fine

20044/ 1/ MF A 13 dJuly 1944,

SUBJECT: wontecidssing.

TO .  Reglonal Gommd ssloner, Reglon 4.

1, On WeanosdaY, 5 July, col. Newton oi tlie War Jepartnens,
who is visiting thle theatra, inspeched PONTLCASSING ab my reouesat
ip the company Ol Lhe Bighop=.bbot off Cova und of hig GHCreLaly ,
wlio 13 now resldent at thie Abbay. Gol, Newlol raports the fellow=-
ing faols.

2., Soldlers, prinelpelly New Zealanols, waro al that date
gy tnd carrying away minor SLUUVENLTE.

still vislting the Abb
pater tron the tomb

by Now Jealanuels, who
heavy Lo remove thay

3. Qn 3 July, the murble stautue of ol
of Pletro 4@ yvediolyg DY gangallo was Gamaged
proke the Lead off. Finding bowevel it
left it lylng 1in the rubblé.

Three other ltth contury maible stutuss have had vholr
t to obtaln souvenirs.

'h‘-l-
a1 oef'for

faces culpped off in
5, 1t will pe seon thiat Uhe dotion vesurihed in paras 3 LOOK

place on J July, & weok after the 1lusue of 55 area Qrusrs OL Lhic

subject (see doconparyLig £110) .

sugpes ted notice o Le groctod at

I append draft for 4
HiIlL‘u

O
entrance RO tlig T

the exlsting

s SN
&, el
I}-‘.ﬂ'!hi Jl‘lh l. - ,JJ_.: -'IIJ'I.JID
M jor, »DeC. (es.

plreotbolr.

Copy ToOi
1t o h5 Area 3
HC & 10 Sact. AR
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IS

103 DU ARG
AZLIFD ONTRAL O RCERSTE
B0, & M.G» Peottion

AR 39, ( :
* . 1 Sy 10bie
R /3h0/107/Chs K}/ % Fully
SHTECT: Akbey of MATR CASSTHO. Qﬁ*
"0 3 Ofiioer Cessanndis 55 areny (B0 /
[
1s The atiadwd lother was dralbed Lefere your lefter

e I s not cenoelling the ordgimeld letder in view of Lhw
repoxrt vihdch B.X.0e 2ol

7

h.

1/ 'MU "1 {LL;W Lyt

™ e 8. 1UEE,

Taigadier,
CWIS/RAD xocublve Corslssionets

Copy t0: Ce0.0, J Plstoiot, O,

T ﬁ_} ,




- REAR HEADWARTERS -
¢ ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION
AP0 994
R
(Date)
SUBJECT; Authorization for Travel,
TOw Ad jutant, Roor HQ, ACC, AP0 3%.
l: The undernontionad porsconnal ore asuthorized to proseed to 3_3
M on 4 roporting upon arrival
i | (Tomp or Perm Dy) -
to  Ady . N dih {7 40d il for tho purpuse of = AT S
BANK ~  NAME SERIAL NUMBFR  BRANCH OF SERVICE MNATIONALITY
€s Truvel by is requesated,

(Sem, Reil, Motor, or Air Trensport)

Je Pericd of absence will bo sbout AL L e DAl
(state pericd iu case of temp duty only)

> It is roquested that trensport be made available on e LTINS
er 885 soon as possiblo thereaftoer,

5. The importance of this journoy is classified es » _ | _
(Clagsificaticn)

6. Will you plesso arrange for tho necespary ordurs toc be issuad,

Copy toy
Transportation Officer

* All Jjournays will be clasasifivd os follows,

a = Travel of tho first importence having an operational
ngpoct when time is of tho sgagsunoe of the Jjournay,
B « Important visito or tours which it is considered

epsunt lal should be mads oa eccn 83 poasiblea,
C = Journoys which are desipreble but not particularly urgent,




Lo Ty have Loan oousged with Lte Cole ghipp in so far an they

adfen s imediate wotlons
BReT 7. B WALD
=l i Hajox, Hpete HOws
w 'hUI 2P Ja Helre m Wﬂ
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s
/ J""‘.
HBADGUARTERS TR
ALLIAD OO0 OORsInaont
APO 394
Buboomsuiselon for Mommmnts Mo Arts and Archives
20040/1/1TPAA 30 Jue 194k

subjects lomtenasaine Abbey,
o t Ma oy ﬂflmiﬁ" Pels %o Chief Wl AQC

Refle your A/00 000 of 28 June L
Lle Aotdon has nlyeady beon telen on this matter as followa:

Vigisa of inmpection on 25 and 26 Jwe I YWy Cayle
Aeile Pommmyar of this Subooasissdon, who repovbted
avidonne of conmldersble trospass snd lootings

be Visl% to I} 55 Awea on Z7 June WA by Major JoB. Vard
Porldng, Depuly Uireotow.

2o As the yesult of these visits 55 Area lave isswsd the attachied
?mehm mitalllo notioss and to oxder O patwls
“m-

Je  FPurther actiom in in the hands of ReCe 2 1.0y Section (Tte Cole
hdpp), vwho kold a copy of Capte Femnoyex's roporte

:‘E‘FEFE Ti LH WAL
i ol I8 jJor, 9900 om0,
e Diyootor.

Ooyy Gos
HeCo & MyGy Oootilom

356

s
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HEADUARTIRS JINP/r3)
ALLISZD CONTROL COMITISICH
APO 39
Subocmmiasion for Menuments, Fime Arts and Archives
20084,/1/MFAA 29 June 194
SUOTEST: Montooassino. ¥
TO 1 Ve Adme fh'ﬂtiﬂl'ﬂ, NOOe 'JJ‘.'»‘

1. Submittsd horewlih for vour approval, af agreed in telophone
conversetion: Cole Cripps and the undersipmned, ft of a lettar %o o
fopvand o :-]-I:l_' 55 ATey Culleey, cORy to ﬂ-m. 5 Diﬂtfiﬂt’ CellaFPe Attaohe
ed ars two coplca of the report montloncd in parée J of tha drafte

\
'.ﬁL‘

J«De WARD PERKIS

0Yy Halls A +
Iltgut;; Dlreotore q . ﬁ :"
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ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION

INTER OFFICE MEMO

gffice of ;h& mﬂf ﬁminﬂinnﬂr

FILE No. &/CC 000.4

28 June .I,Hh

From:
SUBJECT: pontecassino aAbbey

TO: yonuments, Fine Arts & Archives
subeomuission

Attached communication has been acknowledged.

passed to you for such early action as you 8€e fit, end

are able, to take. / | u_ﬁ_—)fg’/‘
e

~T. A. QUAYIE
uajor, R.A.
pA to A/CC

2o0t]!
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THANSLATION
SUPRIEME COMMAND
oection I =- Oparations Office
No. 12392/0F of Prot. P.l. 135, 25 June 1944
SUBJECT: Montecassino Abbey
T0: Captain Ellery W. Stone, USHKR

Acting Chief Comuissioner

fAllied Control Commission

Dear Captain Stone,

For the purpose of retrieving objecta of inestimable artistic
value still buried among the ruins of liontecassino Abbey, I have arranged
for a unit of the 10th Cenio Hegiment, under the direction of a competent
authority (Padre iea), to go and recover all that can be found,

It now comes to my attention that individual Allied soldiers ——
especlally colored —- go frequently among the ruins and carry off objects
evidently to save them as keep-sakes,

It 1s undoubtedly a question of soldiers who do not understand
the very serious damage which, with the removals pointed out, 1s caused to
the collection of relics of the historical Abbey,

To avoid this most serious inconvenience I have arrarged, in
agreament with the commander of the Allied Police (PBS), that a special
guard service be activated by the Royal Carabinieri.

Knowing the deep interest which the Allied Authoritiss have
always shown for the preservation of Ttalisn art treasures, I consider it
opportune to inform you of what is being done so that you nay take any
lmnediate actlon you deem necessary,

, TR g
15}

;EH As Infantes

ADULFO INFANIE
MAJOR GENERAL, FG:

&

Trang - Sgt Shenf iulcifl'qr.rs Al 'l-' ’
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ALLTED CONTROL COMNMISSICH]
ARD 5O
Subeommission Loy Monumants Fino Arts and Arochives

20040y/1 /1 FAA 27 Juns 1944

Subjeoct: lMNonbtecassino = Looting; Frotective Measures

To i1 Direotor, MPAA Eu.‘tmmniﬂﬂ:i.cm, ACC,

la The present report is based on vislts to MONTECASSTID made by
tha undersignsd on 25 (1600 to 1900 hrs.) and 26 June Lk (1700 to 2000
hrs. ), on the saconfl cocasion eccommnisd by S/8gt. Peabless

2o Fdating Controls Limiting Access to Abboy

as A conspioucus notioce at Bridge 70 over the RAPIDO does not
expresaly forbid approach to Abbeays

be The sams is true of less oonspicuous notice at road=bend
in towne

o A firmer warning, possibly mentioning the Abbey, vas
observed on an earlier oocasion. Its loocation, however, (at a point
wall beyond the town to the N.), seriously roduces its effect on foob-
troffio, most of which apovrcaches the Abbsy from quite another qurters

de A small group of Cerabimleri ocontrol civilian trafflo ab
Bridms 70 lNo civilians canying what resenibled /ibbay-loot had been
observed but British officers had been seen carrying carved wooden heads
balieved to be from the Choirestalls of the Abbey Churali.

Je Italian Personnsl in Charge at Topy Sinos 20 June Ay Italian
personnel has been stationsd in ar near the Abley, as followa:

nio De Pelma, seorctary of the Abbot of Cavae

E"HPI- ]JG:TI.E
Sinos 20 Juna L,

be Tenente Giovanni lol 10th ¥ Regimonts (8. o=
ria Capus Ve) and 16 enlisted rs o Remiments Mrymped in oreat—

ing habitable quarters for tle monks who will soon retwrn and in serving

a8 puards, Pregent since 20 June Ll A sergeant of ths Englneer and six
soldatl, sent earlier to begin suah work, had been turmd besk at cont ) [ g
point, S PIETRO IN PINE (G 9716), 1% Jue Lle m% 8o h

oe 21 Corabinleri headed by a llniesciallos Cruppo di Caserta,
Arrived 26 Juwne liie
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lia Acoamlishments of Italisn Custodiang.

wreskese 5, Creation of inacoessible hiding plaosa for valuatiies found
in the | welavge.

b, OU OF BOUNDS sign placed 23 or 2k Juns Ll over entmnos to
Enginesr billet, near N cormer of Abtey.

0s Barbed wire berricade blocking off rulns of choir and aococens
to two orypt=chapels (intact)

d, Diary of events kept; also inventory of objeots placed in
pgtores

@s Ropeated, if often inasf'feotive, warning agsminast looting,

De Visiting Troopss. liona observed during three houra at tope
Seven (5+1+1) onoountered on road up were reasorably clearly in possession
of no loots All were New Zealanders, stationed (with posaibla emception
of one) at ARCE (G 6532), on Highwey 6, about 15 miles beyond CASSINO. The
group of 5 stated they belonged to 7 Iield [nfe Coy and had compayy permia-
gion to visit ruinse The other two were in Signals (Inf Sigs). A1l denied
having seen in orders anything preventing such visitss

LOOTTNG BY ALLIED TiOOPS

6o  Evidenos of Italians relates repsated acts of pillage, day ly
day and many times a day, somekimes by officers, and in spiks of requests
to deaiste Personnsl in question mainly New Zealandars. Huestions paked
br troops on arrival indicate that they come with souwvenir=-hnnting as a
oonacious purposes Troops have boen known to hring-arﬂF'ﬁaﬂs, ploks,

hatohe tae

Te Ore instancse atands out. On 23 Jue a party of N.Z.5, in a room

at the NE engle of the chiostro latersle destyo, oncs used by the Ablot,
had discovered and werve making off with a group of articles viilch, it
seems, represented a deposit from towns naarby CASSINO = a eache hiltherto
unsuspected by the oustodians, Partly eccleaiastical in character and
obwvioualy of high value, they were at onoe askad to rwatore them, No
spoceas was had untlil one of the group, & sergeant, spoke to the men in a
frdm menner and secured the retwrn of at least a grester part of the loot-

arperently all ths religlous object se
Be The following cobleots were recovered:
as Snall ivoyry oruolfix

bes Two large white vasaes

de Silver processional crona (Parish of Cerro al Voltumo)

8. Larpe bronzZe oroas

e Crystal bottle S




fe Largs dvory oruoifix

Of those itemas a = 0 were atolen, but the two large widis vnsesa were aubae
quently found abandoned on ground outside the Abbeye

Je Othar objects repvorted looted by AMlied Military Persormel inalude:

ae large portions of the oheir carving -~ ohly ore intaot testina 1s
aaid do remain, this actually lifted but abandored in a

temporary hiding plaocc,

be Piccea of inlaid marble, chiefly from cholr area; larg pleces
sometimes gmashed to produce poaket=sige souvemirs,

oa Tesserse from Bewxon mosaios, considermble area near N archway
leading to HE oxypt chapele

d, Candelieri di bronzo (Beuronese) removed from deposiio.
oo A pilded bronze dove emblem (Beurcnese)e

e Vestments eto.

fie Varied silver and glass objects.

he Portions of ivory-inlald teble.

ie Stuffed birds etos. from Hatural History lluseum,

10. Needs. Besides technical Monumenta & Fine Arts advios, an effeotive
poating of almns, snd an amelioration of a oritical shortage of food at the
Abbey, Padre De Palma and Tanente Molteni ealk for one or two British or Amsil-

can MPS to support the Carabirderd.

11e Civilian and German lmﬂ% Like that effeotad by oivilians prior
to 20 June, the looting cerried by Germans toth before and after the

tombing of the Abbey is indstermimate in kind md quantity. To such, bather
then to Allied pilferimg, may be due the loss of 15 "Capodimonte" paintings
on poroslain, whose frames, elong with 7 ox 8 complete with peintings, atill
rerain and are in store,.

QUL S (1rstoyen
ALIRT So PENNOYER |
Captain, Celie

), Stoff, MEAA S/C.
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ALLIED CONFROL COMMISSICN ;
APO 39 i

uboamisnion for Momments Fine Arts and Axchives

200,171/ MIAA 19 Juns 194

Bubjeot: Abbey of lonteoanslsn = Protaoilons

10 ¢ Udyector NPAL Biuboouiey Advenog I, AUGS

le Yostovdsyr Spbe leebles vindted e Abbay of MO 0ASSLE0 and
roports that tha protection W e Abbey pronised Ly ANG, O Awmgy In
ghoir 0A/432 of 6 June L4 Ao dnadadquato in tla 1idd of the following
fuobto:

ae Only OUT OF BOIWLS edgn seen during his asoent (pavtly
sp=idll sorambilo, parildy via the old covelage-road) and in the course
of & fairly wide, town=lewl explemstlon for posisihle motor-rouds lead-
ing up was one near the foot of & pocregmade asodnd ¥t road (upparently
not masked on maps) which opensd off toc the loft, past tha rulned ltee
1ian burrecks pnd civilian ocsmetexy, from the waln romd CASSING - (e
) CAIRD

be gﬂ;'_uunhuigmmmthnmwﬂuhuini:ﬂ.wufiu
Abbeywpudns Aoy within the ruins.

s Soldiera endounted ocnsumlly af fool of mountain - In tovn
ol on roads leading to and from - did, howevery gpopk uu if vislis %
the Alley were unaubhoriseds :

ds sems lmpression received from o British scldiors whon
fighe Pectiles mel at Lhe top. Pase siated that troops went wo quite
freely aud that fifty had vipited the pulng 17 Jue ke

ge Pavsonnel at CAEDN Petrol Punt statod thut ascent via
tho stesp apmoach behind their station was nod  WNoERITNO e
0N

e 10 patwols of U.M. . Ware encountered duwing ascertt a0
dasoant » i‘H;Ly.;h it mlould be pdded that the vielt cooused Just beforo
and alber dinite

2, It i oonaldered that whatever action in veouired rad Leat be
deent ot youx end in sonjunation viith Hile Gy N0 Le
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24ah peforance fe your R0/95/Gh of 1k Jue Llie

AP L vaSars »
0 L Juns My mbjoot as Kh0VOs
fos abiamchod lotter m;..f’m;m ?f LITI, 0 Ly SBIE B

i m ;:ﬂr::ﬂlly batween Oole Udavers and 1ndor Do alde
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FEADAIARTERD e
AYITED COLM RO COMMISSTON "
I .G, Hootion
APO 39

U

Ref /340/5/Che J 1y Juine 19

'. R -
SUTTEOr: Protection of the Abbey of lonte kel
o

£Q : Admin Secltion = Ier Momu cones & Hing
Adta Bub=Coninissions

'|

l

le with vefervence to letfer ITrom ANG Eighth

Army 08/132 off 5 June 1044 addressed to this IE
copy to youy it is understood that you hove the

miter in hand.

2 Jiny we hawve your views on the letter and

+ note of such action as has already been taliens

/) |
e RM%M

/:

HORMANT B, FTSKE,

Colonel
Deputy Icaoutive
JOR/RAC, Conraisaion=ds
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suboandsadon for Monuaents Fiw Arts and Arohives

20085/4 /100N 1L June 1342

subjects Abbey of Membecaselng

o v Ixsoubive Orficer, itle AMG, Heglon IV,

1e¢ Mo following ia sulmitbed with reganl o e profoction and
galvage of wirks of awb otCe yaradndng at dhe Abboy of luntocossind.

2e The Al hes Tooen placed sut of bouwsda to <l troops Wy 8
frmy G andl group of seldiera ca guards evo posiec Rhare Nowe

3, The Abbot=Bishop of Oave, a formar monk ot Voutconnzinsy has
been omuliing with thie Svboamission with yegpud to the salvage onul
romoval from the mina (o & safe shelfer of objocta of vilue widah exe
Lring arousd, pytiowlarly the pancls, ato, of the adlindy=-utnlls beforo
the wot weather of the fall retiwns, Teo this end be ia arranzing wd th
Ttalien sxmyr hewds to have s mell gooup of Itallan soldiows ( engineors
to do the sall vork and to attempt to get abt materiel pcasudibly
still in the nrn of the alibey o which soosas io sww ldooked by the
aetidme Formor ronks from the abbay will be en hend fio LSBT0

ne ‘This program fop work st tlo abley whiloch lns the approval of
this Suboamdosion, caawt lLogin, lwwaner, widl the prosent reptrdot-
ions on povesent of clvilimma in the Onsolno area are 1ilfhed, whioh
ahienld be in about Yen dajia.

5, Gince Wy thet time {his area will preswably ne longer ba
under the contael of B Amgy bub wnder Reglon IV, 1% ia requosted tat
Bagion IV, through ita Mrovinclal Cemadasiorex for Tosinonc, soe that
Whe guads are kept om 2t the obbyy ab least until the Italien molitary
anginsors aovive for works The period ef grealool deages for looting
would bo al thoe momend whon olvilians are allowed te reenter this aren}
hemos it is essentisl to ieep guanis on hand withoub Interruptione

6« It 15 mluo reqosted that tho sbbot of Cuva md wimbever rESNA.
monlkes he gy doem noospsaxry o asalpt in €ha wol: at the abley be given 3 1 B
oy consideration te Luwawe froedon of movement in (ho abbgy arots

R o Te 8 WALl
inJar, fpoce iW00e
Diyvootoxe
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subject ruoteculo: of the Abbay of Moutecnssine, ‘7
- s - s :
.i.- M

Moin H, (., AJ¥.G.

Bighth Aver. .
QA/4 32

'JI-I- 1
Koy & H.G; ﬂﬂﬂtiﬂ]’l’.
Main H.Qe, A.C.C.

NaXe Uy 39

1. Roferance the above Hub=Commispion lotter 20900/M04A dated 28th
Moy, srrangecemts have boen mede for CM, P, mtrols to visit the Cnesino
Monegtery, The Monastery has alse boen put out of bounds to all troops.

2, Thds IL5. dg not prepored to sccept the responsibility of moving
voe ropeins of tho clolrstalls md it is sucpested thoat the Tialinn
Government bo requasted to do thin worls,

J«  As regards the library in the Menastery at Pontecorve, the Dooks
wideh wore fouwnd have bheen removed nnd pre 4n sate custody of the C,A,0, of
Venafro, The receipt is held hy Cant, Mlis of your iub=Coredoalon, Vennfro
is now in the area centrolled by Reglen V, It is sugpestod that gteps be
talan ot 4 convemiont date to have the books despatehed to linples for exnmination

and safe Do —

D/
LAY W nafs
~(Erow Captain,

-0fticor Comnanding,
~H, ep Ay G ]ﬂi:_;.ht]l ATTTY dadn,

Copy to: Momgunts & Fine Arta & Arvcohives Sube-Uamdsnon, =——
Prov Comm, Froginome Province,
.;E..‘}.'., ﬂ.l:.ul HE{,-tEl l—'llrl-
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¥ HEADQUAKTERS HER/T3 ]
) ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION
- ATPO 394
L Subcommission for lonuments, Fine Arts and Archives.
200564 /1 /MFAA 28 Nay 194L.
7

Subject: Visit to the Abbey of MONTECASSINO 27 lay 4k,

TO « Director MFA & :.

1. A report had been reeceived by this Sub-commission
form an Italien source that many books ana papers were lylng
in confusion in the ruins of the Abbey. I therefore visited
the Abbey on 27 May to examlne the condition of the archivio

there.

2. It was Tfouna that the books anda papers were actually
the debrls of a modern.library, and consaisted of recently print-
ed devotional books and religious plctures.

3. Of the Archivio of the Abbey nothing visible remains.
Its three rooms were all on the south side of the AbbLey against
the outer wall, and this wall, together with the rooms adjoining
it, has been totally destroyed. The site of the Archivio, &as
far as it can be identifled, is a heap of rubble end white dust.

No docunents are visible among the 1ruins.,

L. In & heap of rubble at the foot of the maln stalrway
were a Tew MS books and leaves of recent date (ome of 1932, one
of 1868), all apparently domestic inventories and accounts. These

should 1f possible be preserved.
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HEADCUARTERS ETDW/x 1]
ALLIED GONTHOL GOMMISSIOR
APO 394
cubcorminsion for Monuments, Fine .rts ana archives,
<0900/ NFAA 28 May 1944,

subject: Protection of the Abbey of Montecussino.

10 : Group Captaln Benson, Offlcer Commanding,
}'TI . .Jli-l-ll-'ir:.ﬂ'-, ilitht .'-.I'm:fi

l., 4e the result ol my visit to the Abbey of Montecassion
on Saturaday May 27, I submit the following:

<. ‘There are many Iine fragments of the 17th century curved
wooden ohdlr-stalls lying sbout in the sanctuary end of the busilioca,
fhere are also a number of troope beglnning to wender all over the
Interior of the Abbey and helping thonselves to whnt thay find.

It is therefore recommended that the rfollowlng immediute action
be talcen: Elther the .ibbey be put off limits to all troops for the
Lime beling, or that guarde bhe posted in the sanotuary garea to see
that no plsces of these olioir-stells be removed.

he It 18 further recommended thut tle romains of the choir=
stulls be removed at onece to places of sufoty.

2« Two very early fragments of stone ocapluals have slso been
getl uslde on 4 ledpge of the rulned tower near the entraice to the
Abbey. Thuse should also be rerioved to a place of safety.

O, A Tuller report will be submitted in short order.

"hn.
N\ ERNEST T, DL WALD
JF'I-L fi{fl.lj ul‘ ] }jp EC . j{ﬂ He
\ Director.
| II 1‘

78V PR 3839
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subject. Paes to enter Lassino Area. s

TO « 390.1. AMiz. Eight Army Main.

1. Reference ypur signal K2o8 of 24 liay. Fermission is granted by

snd Polish torps for one ACC officer and two eivilign photographere
to visit Gassino sreéa on the Seturdapy 2%th way.

p. However 1 am advised by uSI, 2nd Folish,lorpa that previous TO
onter Cpssine Areas, this ACC officer and the two civiliana ahould
report to Lt. Col. MICHNIEWICZ. G2. GB5l. at Kain Folieh uvorpe
who will supply g gulde and the informatlon to facilitate tineir
vicigt to the Casasino Areca.

3. 1 au alsoc advised that the party should not travelx in anything

larger then a 1/4 ton Jeep.

Tl :.;E'J.I"i{:;‘.ll’i. IJt‘ .
Alfz. ALO. 2nd Polisn COI'pE
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Sulxjoct: Sizlith Arvmy aren - Vi=mit,
Mein Hela; AU,
- A ||--.+ "
SLETE AYTTN,
' ] m
\ - f'-.l-"ll}'qﬁlrf’1.
2l 18y, 1ilps
i I = - we—r
] mmr*uﬂ‘-atﬂ & Fine Arts Sub=Commluplon,
]'"-I-Li J.|- N | .i‘i.-":-::;.‘-_:..
-'.' : — - l—i—-‘ |
Roference telephone maspoge today's dava,
- = - | I SO TR O {iF = |
y Tt is contirmed that one Allied DlJ._'_'. gr, Jojor De leld

i il 5 Lt il
and two civilian photogrophers have permission to ontce the Eighth
Army area on Satwrday, Z/th lay, L

E- ‘r-:"- 111-1_1 1" ; IE‘I‘T’ tﬂ'l E.;‘."-.:iji'l-| I-:!q E{- ':nl ¥ iIIL.:::ﬂ:] J'I”llwll J-L.[Efr
(Liain) {.::fl.IHQL AT f'_i_;], and till trovel on route b.

3. 'hir- 1 ttes  will be used as the nocessary authority

i

l‘ x?
. %M
= "’J
\ - 'L.’I.Ii Canit.
o Group Captalin,
Oif'icer L:*r:-:.ui.ui.:-.m_‘,
A M.G, Eighth Arny Uain,

I ]
.'!. |- ,
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HEADQUARTERS BEruN/rdd
AT1IED CONTHOL COMMISSION
APO 394
\ ves
subcommiesion 10T vonudents, Fine Arus and Archl

/Eﬂﬂhhflfrﬂfm;
ootion of Abbey of Vontecuasslino

Subject: Insl
IT'D' o 1'||r1--1-l- ﬁhﬂj'lin- EEEE. 1‘

22 lny 1944

| 1 the
1 am forwarding herewlth a more diﬁﬂilﬂﬂ report o
inspection of vontecaseino Abbey on wAy .

% . | | f_.:___-ﬁl fﬂ

ERNEST Te LL ?ﬂLﬂ
Major, SpecCs 05.
Directol.
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FRADGRIATTARS 0/ ve
ALLIED OCHIROL, OO Y S8 10N
: APO 29%
Suboowndsslon for onuments Ple Arte and jrehives i b2

ur-z#. '
/:’ 2004 M [sman 22 oy 194

fubjects Dnepeotion of Abbay of Montsdassing
To ! RBoglonel Comalaslorer Rege I AMD

-

e Iﬁan:ﬂmﬁ.#ﬂmimﬁmm{;m bt T
o a1l is dm—flr-m;'!*iﬂn. - on BalLtdo of Hontecsesing Ilﬂw

. =e Miopion of peports of MMAL Officemm fyom g latey
Hagron AV widd be sulmdbted to you when yeceived uiwﬂlzda ﬂ:‘f'}::;-h odbeiio
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" 21 MAG 1844

. A T
HEADJWIARTERS i edd () ¥ 5/
ALLIED COHTIO0L COMISSIOH i

AP 39U s

f Subcormission for Monuments, Fine Arts and Archives.
E":'[}W J,.‘} AL =l 4.51}" 191”—}1 ._:'I_
.‘-;.r :,-
1..ff Subject: IHeport on Montecasalino Abbey.
* |
To : V.P. Adms SeOTs

f"?lg{‘;r |

Submitted herewith report by Hajer HHewlon on iflrst visit fo
Montecassion Abbey Way 18, which was the day on which the CGermans were
driven out of it.

ﬁi:i1;¢hff'1ft3rtﬂh14,{
EBi=GT T DR wALD
Major, Specs [@0.

M Divaector.
i osTaats

E 2 '-lHEl'J ‘344
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g
;f -;L;f -
J HC ANG Rigkd Army
16 Mey 1944
' MBJECT: MONTECASSING ABERY
TO 1 ECAQ AMG Elgbhth irmy

1. MONTRECASSINO ABEREY examined from top of remalning walls at
1700 hra 18 May 19L4.

2e west End of Abbey remains standing to top floor. Kast and
south sides, facing CASEINO, mostly levelled To ground flocr.
Interiar form of three lower oloisters still vigible bub without
oross colonnades. Great etsirwey pulverized. Stetus of 5V Denedict
is bendlees but ptherwise intact, Cloister of the Bemsicolors
vuined. In Basilioa south wall of Apse and part of two large plers
at crossing still stand. Basillca appears otlerwlse gone.

e Floor at High Altar wnd floor of Gacristy may be intact
under rublble., Saw NO vlisible evidence of important bronze doors.
Sula Cupltolare, biblioteca, Pinacotecs and Archivio probzbly
destroyed but possibly inteet under rubtle.

bin West ond of Refeotory still standing.
2 Reconstructli on of entire Abvey 1s poselible although much
i now only beap of pulverlzed rubble and dusi.
O Thils report snplifies the sunnepy prepared earlliser today.
2 W
o /8/ lNorsen T. I-Iﬂwturﬁ N 5/
by j _
i) _ h /t/ NORMAM T. NEWLON
. &/ e N L Muajor Adlx Corps
0 J MFAA Officer
1L F 03 s N, AMG HEighth irmy
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abaczsiisaion for Moomoenta, Fine Arts and Archiveis

%/ | ; 20 Moy 19,

ajeats Seporbt om Montaosssing AhDUE

.
"
=

Veils Adfs 3Te #

s bed hepewdil revort by Mejor Howbton en Cleab vialt To
Honbecsasion Abbey liay A8, which wea e dey on yhioh e (Srmana wore

Grivan ouat of 1te

@ . TrW
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bt

COPY 9044'/" { “ HQ AMG Eighb Army
— 18 May 194k

L

SUBJECT: MONTECASSING ABEEY
T0O : SCAQ0 ANG Eighth Army

Lle MONTECASSINO ABEEY examlned from top of remaining walls at
1700 hra 18 May 1944.

2e West End of Abbey remains stending to top floor. East and
south sides, facing CASSINO, mostly levelled to ground flocor.
Intericr form of three lower clolsters still visible but without
oross colonnades. Great stairway pulverized. Statuve of St Benedict
is headless but ptherwise intact. Cloister of the Bepefaclors
ruined. In Basilica south wall of Apse and part of two large plers
at crossing stilll stand. Basilica appears otherwlse gone.

3 Floor at High Altar and floor of Sacristy may be intact
under rubble, Sew NO visible evidence of important bronze doors.
Sala Cepitolare, Biblioteca, Pinacoteca end Archivio probably
destroyed but possibly intact under rubble.

Le West end of Refectory still standing.

S5e Reconstruction of entire Abbey 1s possible although much
18 now only heap of pulverized rubble end dust.

G This report amplifies the summary prepared earlier todey.

/8/ Norman T. Nawto%jg q

/t/ NCGRIEAN T. NEWTON
Major Alr Corps
MFAA Officer
AMG Elghth Army
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5/C MFAA gm-.u..st:.,ln AMG R A,Aw,

COPY I G Bighth Army
18 iay 1944

SURJ. WIITEECASSIHO ANISY
T0

SCA0 Bighth Armmy AMG

e WOTTECASSTIO ARBEY inspected from top of remaining valls at
1700 hrs today. Bast end toward CASSINO levelled to ground floor.
eternal vulls of cloistered West Bnd still stending to top floor.
Nazilics destroyed exospt south eaubie wall of apse and two lergest
plers.

2 ooy at High Altar and in Sacristy possibly intact under
rubble. o signs of Bronze Doors, Biblioleca, Pimcoteca and Archi-

vio under too much rubble for present determination.

/s/ Yorman T, Newton

/4/ HWORMAN T, NEWION
Major Adr Corps
MFAA Officer A 5 g
AN Eighth Army J
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