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Ref. 1letter RVIII/60/A/44 of 18 Dec 44 rve Protection of EBuined
Monumentas . Ih this letter the Resional Commissi oner,Totigsina Region
refers 1o in *{;i-i erite reported To Dinthy  BFARSOUTE] oar Tacura Regl an
on 13 1 JL.'!-#[J‘LJIIII l‘ft F.uf,f,'l..f’]-] Hnod in Tl 1' ported to SCAOD AMG 5 Army
in monthly report of HIPAN officer 30 Nov 44(20 ,fl, Q),~on tHE Yewpialefla

papbrt adbmitted 25 Novigs vylthnecSuperinvendent of Uonuments for Flsz,

since theze conmimicetions by the MFAA ofrlcers were audresssd TO
o rion in the one case, and 0 Ghe

the Regional Comniasi on Tosedano Regi
SOAO AMG & Army in the other, :id only copies cant ta this oftice, |
n i r
thia Section was awvaiting action by the pabtles to whom thes reporis |
& .

ere made before tiking action itaelf.

ioner Tosczna Heglon

In view of the letter gf tho Resional ( i
i+ 'wonld seem thet aotlon

HUT].I !‘;-nl,r..-; 41'1- e “'.,fuﬂ bove referrad TO

e MAaw nacessiry -[ﬁ-.'..'.-:-*-lr

faots reported and to be ected on ére ds follows
On 84 Nov 44 negro troops entered thoe rnined church of S.PROLO
ad d'Arno on whieh an YO0PF-Limits" sign signad by Generul
Clerk had been posted &nd where Italian laporers were -;-.ii"l.-L;
repair jobs for the Superintendency 6f Monuments and took by
foree coneiderable material necesgsury for the rercofing of the
echurch, They scoffed at the slgn énd beat up the Italian labor-
ers serforming their duties

b) About the zsame fime negro troops of the 838 Ingineering
orranisation ¢i--m£*"i'-lm:"r-:lfl- thet remuincd of the house o
Giuceppe Mazzini and moet of the convent of S.hntonio, and wished
to thkeuthwodiurch &1 “H-=L1 to provide rubble for Piza airfield.
The Provineial Commisszioner ,AML Pilea, refused peromis F-'iFIS end The
chnrch was r-t.--.'r*"-'i. 40 ¢

It wonld Zppenr from th: above that thene méttsres be brought 1o the
attention of PRS, - whioh heretofore have been of greatest aspls- y
tenece 0 MPALE in helplrng to do proper repalrs in the Fisa Region,-
and that gome ddweiplinary gction he tiken in ‘case a) abowves

Decembar 23,44 éi—f“"‘—*‘*ﬂi - EE{.L"&_C&E’(
Decemb ey 25 ,4%
| ,(J{r' @
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JOomulndlng Gneral, P, presanting the faets as than stated and
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HE-‘..HEJI'_T!.‘_I‘LHTE'F.H, 838TH ENGINSER AVIATION BATTALION, AFC 528, 18 February Ao.

™: Commanding Officer, Army Air Force Engineer Command, MTO, (Frov), ALC

528, US Army.

It is bslieved that the enclosed Certificate of the Of ficer in
charge of the Rubble Suprly while this organizaticn was bullding THKlWﬁHd
and Dispersal Areas, Fisa Air Rase, will explain any diserepancies noted in

the basic communication.

CLARSNCE H. SOHANTON
LL ] 'l-.:l:}..! = .’ Ejl-'.r

Commanding .

7 Incls:

Tnel 1. n/e o E
Incl 2. (added) Certificate, Lt. De€osta, 13 Feb 45

Inel 3. (added) Drawing.
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HEADQUARTERS
COMPARY TA"™ B3IBTH LNGTIRUER AVIATION RATT L I0H
A. F.O0u ¢ BEB

13 Februnry 1940

CERTIPFPICATE

—_—-l--—-n.—l——_

{ pertily that on or shok 24 Noverber 1944, 1 wag in charge of & dea-
¢ail of men hauling rubble from domolished bLuildings in Pisa, Italy for use in
the copntruction of runwvays for tha Pisa Airfield., At no tlme, howayer, to my
fnowledre, duripg the entire tima that we were doing this work, did my detall
Auring dutyv bours entar the church of Sun Perolo Rip= d!'/irno, located st FiEfEA
San FPaolo Ripa d'Armo for say purpose whatgoeaver, sSince the bulk of our ClelAs=
tiong were many blocks to Lhe suet apd southeast. I want to point out that at
about this time there were at lenst 4 or § negro unite stationed inm the imme-
disve vielnity of Fisa, and furthercore, sinca wa Aare 81 snrinsering unit, 1

cannnt sda why our Troops should resort to force to ohtain nater inls {“rﬂ—rﬂﬂfing"]
which are resdily available within their own unit.

I Ao recall that T did have our power ghovel, bulldozer, aud trucks
remove 5 demolished bulldlings in the triangle formed by the rosdfork of Vie Mazzini
and Via d'Azeglio snd {rmediately north of the ahurch and convent of Jaint Antonio
(5ee dipgram). Tho gouthernmost of thess bulldinge T have iust been informed was
the house of (Mduseppe Mazeini (or Museo Varziniano). At that time, hewaver , there
ware no distinpuighing marks or any 81pgus whatsoever to set this start from any
olther demolighed building, &g inguiry ino ‘the immwdiste nelghorhood will reveal.
This eeries of thrase buildings wers A mASE of 1rubble, empby shells, with perhaps oOni
or two walls of each stending.

T thought that the brick walls ol the ruined sonvent and church of
aun Antonio would provide a good sourch of rublils for bha runway, 80O in the
company of Captaln Leorre B. Hassalbacher, Operatiuns Officer of this Patte=-
lion, I went to the af Pice of tha PROVINCIAL QUMM ISSIONEN of the Allied
Uilitary Government in Fiss, Ttaly, to obtain permission to raze these bulildings.
[ isubsnunt Colopel Walters, A Hritisll Offiper in tne Allied Military Government
told un thet it was not permitied TO -emove tHe debris of any of the Ttalian
ohurches. That we "were with diffionlty rastrained by CThe Provincial Commissioner
2f the Allied Military Covernient from demolishing the vhuroh" is A miss tatoment
of fact as inquiry from Lisutenant Colonel Walters will shows We did not touch
sither Ltne convent or the church of San Antonlo, Pias, Tlely, Rowdwer, sub-
sequently, I did see nepro South Afri~an Trcops, removing rukble by hand [rom
the site of the Sen Antenlo Church and Conyent. £t that time theze wus A «WW
of nepro South Africuns working oo the Fisa Airfizld. 413
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ovyal, O iLLULOROTY , nd Srecks
foracd by tae row ifork of Vie Masginl
Yin d'ABoj ad Lfmmedigtoly rth o Un hurah cnd conyen: of Saint Antonlo
'.1'-..5_,1!‘::!:}* e i bheriieot of thwge bulloings [ have uel QAR inf'orned wan
e Ol s ppe Marzin psen MHarziniano) . At that tims, huweved , nore
no distingulishlng uaris or any BLpus Jhatsnover Lo DOk this apert Lrom A0
ar demdhl:uhed bul lding, as LiE wiry in Ui i pond Ln b€ 101 FROT GG q7ill rewenl.
in sariee of Ghreea | gilainpgs wWel O past of rubble, oL shnlle, with perhepil G0

o " !| l_i_]_ oL i AR lt.ll.lll:l.]'.:ll-l.‘ o

thourht thint the bri e walls ol LhHo inel eon b und ohursh of
would provide a g d gburch & It Le far LAn TURDy 10 10 RAE
+f Capbaln eol’fR He Hecaalbaoheor, por st ion officer of thiy latias=
san't O GO affios of She pRrOVIRCLAL U 1345 3 ol tno ALl
y Govornumesnt in Msa, Itulys %O obinin permipsion to FaEtd these Dvildings .
ot Colonel Walters, 9 plbish Offloer i A0 Allied l1itary Governuent
mt 1L wWas poL parmltied o repave Ltne debric of any of the Italiun
¢k. Yhat we Vaoere with difficulty T stralned by Fhe & svineial Conminslonor
of the AMlied MiliTary vvarmesnt Lron demolishing the < huron™ is A migstole wil b
af fuct a8 Apguily fron Livutanans (olonel finliersd will show, WO did not tdush
var the opavent or Rhe church ol San Ankanio, Fins, Fiulys HOWSYOE bub-=
sequently, 1 did see nogiy Go.kn African Irouyd, removin), rubbie by hund Lrof

the s1ite ol tn el Ao Lemio thuran andt Lo e, At that pime thewe Wil ;;.r z:].i-}t‘a
af nesro a9G EH Africans sorking on o Fiua pAirficld. ‘4 :
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the structlian ol Frumd For 1 'L 1rfilvidd, né Lime, haauver, ub )
. rledype, durlang % ira tiow that we were (olin F P | 1l
Aduring duty apurd once i ¢huron ol n Fuolo Kl FO0, LO0M U AR B
| 1 olo Rips d'Arne Lfor any Pparpoae wiic bavl 0 ioe ¥ 3l of our opuara-
' tione terc sany blocks Lo K it gouthn . ta polnt L timt al
RLUOUT GNi e 2 ST hore wore AL JeAst 4 I* &, T0 Ll ! AL liung AN L Angtte
| o vieinity ol 1R al Turthernore, diucon we Al s gnginoering unly, 1
: winot see why ot Lrogps niiuu i resorc foree La obtain maberinle ("re=ronfliog”)
. A e 1 Aﬂ;l; Vi lnDley WiILNAN whaly oW o
r do recall that I did have our power © yvel, bulldoger, LnEl G g
. é icmoliched t1dlaes in the triangle foraed Uj the rondfork ol Vi Az ing
e ‘At _IL:'-..I."F \ A0 TR 1-_! nor Ll ol &h LT hs CCTLVERN! " Balint AONGOINLED
(Bee Udingrum) .« Lo s cipthieriuos T 04 gr: bulldlnes 1 nove st boen InJornne
sung of Chuse pe Hszzlnd (or Museuw larginiano ). £ nhat time, howover, Lanre
ure no digtinguishing smrsy OF anb; BigL [in Lo o@ver 17 t airl I'ron any
or Gomolizned bullding, aguiry iu the loewdlsbo: BRLERAGERY { will rovoal.
‘hig surics oL wirew bulldinge wore u y of rubble, y ghiclle, 1tn perTiia G il
o walle of eadly standing.
. theurht that tho Lbrick wi lls oy Lhe PULEM | 00 gl Gl
W saneon.o oud Wrovido sofl apurgh ol T L' 6 THIAY , y In' i
eany of UAptaln WOXge . Heonalbavhor, Uperations OLLioer ol Lhide Al
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isn, Izaly, bo obiuln misglion 4o reie Lhese LU Lelings .
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e ADGUARTERS £36TH Eb ~iEER AVIATION BATTALIO
ARG 528, . S. ARNMY
25 February 1945
s pRYIEICATS

e

authorized bF lavw %o
L Colonel, 0347216,

a5 and BSAYSS

Peracnally m:p.f-u.rec‘: refore me Lne underalgned,
administel oaths, one U FENGE H. SORANTON. , Lieutenian
] jation ratballon, who duly BICTI, depo!
cher 1044, the job 'of wuilding taxinays and digpel-
gmed Lo Conpany nAr B38L0 InginesT
o Operatlons ofticer of this unit, The GCompany
anized his wOrKL that an officer would be in chargze
1pading and hauling of ribble {rom gouth Flsa
t Alonzo U Deccata Va8 given this asslg=
set forth by thie unit was that Do butild=-
ing could bo repaired.

(m or aboub 1 et
ol areas 1 pirfiled wWaAS anasl

at P18 |
Aviation nattalion by Ll
Comander 1

n turn 8o 0L
of and respont

-ible for the
to the airifield, #irst Lisutenal
At that time Ul

Tn adéitlion 0o

0 pollcy RS
t the

ments.
inge would be denolished 1f the build
saterdial. weg Lo ta hauled Irom B aitg if it could be deternined thg
demolished building was & ohurch, schobl, oF other publlc bullding., 19 the
pest of my \ov Led 68 this pﬂliﬂ}" was § ollowed by all f:m*ncm*ﬂeﬂ.
Further deponent sayeth not.
T N L g el

'.-' il & e
" i r

LARTNHCE He SGRAHTON ,
1,toutenant G olonel,

O By

and gitorn before me yhis 5th day okt February 19434
A
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voreondlly appoared balore ne Lo6 undaxalgned, ruthorised Uy LA K
admintiotiy optin, ons G AREROE N, BCRANTIN ., Lleull annt Uolonel,; CBATELD,
iwly mworn, Goposes wml SAYES

1350 Englnear AV laticn Battallon, W o

Os er about 4 Ostober 1944, the ]ob of tullding taxiways amd CLIpePs
Plgs Afrfiled wap asslipned Bo Gpepany nan 230th EngineeX
erationg Officer of thia unit,. The Company

gal Aroas At
pelation Buttalion by the O
s warle that an o’ficer vould be in gharge

Oomaander in tusm Ao orcanised e
of and vosuennible Lo the loading snd ha qine of robble from Bouth Pioa
glven this agslp-

to the alrfinic, Meat Lisuvtenant Alonao (. Dacoate wAS
by this mmit wao that no bolldw

sent., A% that time the policy as pot fowth

{ngs would b denolished 1if the bullding aould be repalred, In aflditlon no
waterdianl was S0 be hauled from A site 18 4t otuld be determined wat e
demolished bulliing was s church, sahool, or othe? publio budiding, 1o the
haat of my lmewledge this policy Waf follewed by all sonoarned,

rurthsr depenent sayeth not,

GLARESON H, SORAWTOH,
Liouteaant Colonal, Cs Hey

ibed and sworn helore 10 this Hth day of Jebyuary 1945

amabanr
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oA NARTERE £30TH RNOTHER AVIATION BATTALION
AP0 428, U. 8 AT

25 Pabrunry 1949

GE¥RIIRIRALE

vavecanlly spprired before me the vndarniaoed, srithoringd by lus To
at=inlotor saths, ohe CLAHENCE H, SORARTN,, Lisubenant Culonel, ".‘fi”?""iﬁ,
138tk Dasineor Aviabtion whtalien, who duly Sworn, depocan and @OTS

on oy about 4 Ootober 10W4, the job of bullding taxlvayn and Gispole
dal areis ad Fisa i{rfiled s assigned GO Aonoaly TAY 235TA srerinear
wiation Rottalion by the Operations (Flloex af this uwoit, 7The Jompary
Somandsr In fadm 20 oppanived hin work shat an offlcer would be in ohares
of and resvonsible for tha 1owding snd lawling of rubble fren Sonth Plsa
to the sirfisld, . Firsl Liouternsnt Alonpa G, DeSoatna Al given thin asaige
sant. A0 that time The policy as sev rorth by this wik vas that no bHullfie
ings wonld b domolished 17 tha bailding eonld be papaired, M adfidition 0o
saterial was to b hauled Srom & site I it could he delern {nad that the
degolishsd wmilding vwas & olneh, onhool, o othaer publle tuilding, To the
hast of my mowledgn this polioy Was folliowad by all aoncernod .

mwther deponant cayath not,

CLARZHOR 1, BORANTON,
Lisrbanant Colemely; O Wy

Auqhueribed and swom vafore pe Lhis Hih day af Folmuary 1945,
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AV IATIUN BATTALICE

A tARTERS 836TH EKNOTHESS
220 528, V. 8. ARMX

25 Februsty 1945
5 Ll 5 " e
FIIEI-IKJ.-'E*!&EB
porsomally appoeared bafors ma LDe maderalgned, asithorised by Aad i
administosr oaths, sne CLARENCE He ARANTON , , Lisutenait Colonal, § IATELE,
#98¢h Englnody Aviation Hatbalion, whe Auly miorn, Reposns and paysi
'|4" gL

Gn or ALOUL 4 Oztobar 1944, G job of Luilding toxlunye A

sl arean AL pisa Alrfiled wWas aggignod e GO any TA" \qith Pnginssy

Aviation dettalion Oy the Operations officer of this unit, The Coapany
Gmﬂﬂiﬁr in turm B orpga per ;;1'_-.11']_;1 ha in olharoe

nd kel him work that an o i |
of and 1-1:4.*;'_runr’4hla for whe Toading fron Souti Pina

ol haaking 4f ublils
to the airfield, Firsv Lisubenant AlOnso 0. Decosta WAL riven this aspig-
ment, A% Lhat L - ag sob forth by this anit wan bhat no budlde-

o0 tha polloy

ings gould be demoliahed 4f the b g vuld be 1'&1;.-:.'1mf.':. Tn additlom nv
natarial was 10 e hanled fron & © {te 4f A C ¢uld b8 datermined that tho
denol ishoed buildivg wan © ahupeel, sehool, OF sthor publlo wilding. 7o The
beat of uY enowledge Lhis policy W falloved uy 211 aoncernsi,

parbher deponant sayehD not.

OLANENOE H, SORANTON,
Lisutensnt Colennl, U Bes

f .-}Tﬂt'rl.ll.l.r:f lf}nr‘.l'-

wepn bafera me this eh day 0
\

ﬂh':;.--lni*i‘:tti and Svorn

f&&ﬁ*ﬂﬁ Y Adn, .
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My name 18 Guldo Fapal and T am a8 priest (Sacerdits) of ths church
and T reside rt Pingza Senta Catherina F16, risa, Ttaly., I was very [lamiliar
with thelocation of the Wuseo Merziniang sud when it was hormbed nothing Was
left of it Lut & heap of rubble with only a wall or btwo left standine, It
was complately demolished as were tie other uwo residences next to it. In
ageing by the Moseo Parziniano many biumes after 1T wag dennlished at no Lime
Aid 1 ever sese mny sort of e sign stating Lhat it was of historicel 1lmportanos

L)

and Wwas not to be touched.

Thie sbove ' had Deen rantdd to mwe und H.‘I':[_I'.,Eli"'-.li-h'l to me "u'"'l'_-.: E'.I_""'I.'I"' Alaida

Via Mazzini, 79, Pigse, ltely aund T know ite conteuts and I swear thet it

Vanni, ;

is the truth.

i

V' GUTHO PAGNT

o I S
GtV I/ g
;HZF

L. | N

ovbseribend and sworn to before we thiz 265+th dey of February 134G,

AV GOLNSTETH
E‘,E‘{i L.t., B3Ath Borr fvn Bn APO REH
Imestisating Cfficer
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2 February 1945

and T reslide atb Tin

Taruga Fradiani,
weg looated

Uy ootk TB-S1IBUEBT EarTin
the MURED Mazeinieano

mzrind #9, Fria, Ttaly. 1 knegw wall where
hornbed 1ast year and 1l WGE

for ] hove tassod 1T TATLY imes. 1t WBS

pletrly derolightd £XOd] Lt [or atill left stunding. It wWaSe

rubble. AL 1o ime e fore I guper AOE
g LY o s o

s aita of

iF
£ LIl

a wall Thuat WAS
Lha debris wWps ramoveddid
Mugea Karglinienao warnin?

* hiptorical imporiance.

A heap oL
any kind ol a 5irn On
o PP the aroporty DEcRISE it

£

Keep s
ne by Sicnora Alaide

*"J'.'l_.'lhll'Ur..-i.i H _
A awenr that

has Dhaan raad to M 511
contenta n

Tha abhove
Mazrini #8, Pissa,

Vanni, Vi6 Italv and I know 118

¥t is.-th truth.,
. g
: i 3

oohsoribed and sworn Lo before me this 25th day of Februnry 1394%0.

r‘],! L*., BaRth FEn avn B APO DZ8

nvostigating “ilirtr
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On or about 24th Novenber, 1944, Lisutenant Dol ;'u..d (A)
th Cripteailyiy ClR to my office in Fisa and apie -
Wi a4 v i1%m and "’F!'b""]_.!,'_'i of
pe risiss ion to remove the ramaining 11ls gnt d 1
¥ % (1 ki -
church in Fisa, aputh of the RiveXl ATNO. lu.sir i
inmadiataly refused. The officers ropadily accapia
.'LT.'.'ﬂ:. e L : N — =
my decicion. | o
;;"H ‘,":/
'-""'I'*.'-' a "
P g Vet //;‘; A
m /. 3. WALTERSS
Lisutelolinel
oy Connlssloner
'
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GINEER AVIATION BATTALICH

HEADQUARTERS 83E6TI EN
.I'"LPL;. 5251 I-i!l E.- IE{EIS.Y

25 Tebruary 1945

Porsonally appeared before me the undersimmed, authorlzed by low Lo
administer ocatha, one GREORGE E. HESSELDACHEKR, Jr., Captain, 024651, &34th
Bngineer Aviatlion Battalion, who being sworn, deposes and =#aygi

On or about 18 November 1944, I accompanied First Llsutenant Alonzo
C. Decosta, Cogpany "AM E38tLh Engineer Aviation Battalion, to the head-
quarters of the Allied ¥ilitary Goverament in Fisa, Ttaly. %e went to ask
whather it would be permissible to haul rubble away fron the site ol a
destroyed church at 0099645 (Italy 1325000, Sheab 104«II S.B. Pisa). We
talked to the Commanding Officer, Lieutenent Colonel Walters, and after
axplalning what we wanted and the poor condition of the bulldings, Colonel
Walters said that ha would appreciate it if we did not Tremove rubble from
any churches no matter how badly danaged, slnes a claim might be entered
by the Ttalians if we did., We agreed at that time net to remove anything
from the site aod to the best of my knowledge nothing was removed,

It hod been the policy in the $98th Bngineer Aviation Eattalion not
to use rubble from any buildings, regardleass of type, if the buildings
aould be repaired, This pollcy was explalned by me 1o Lieutenant Decosta
at the beoginning of the job and to the bogt of my knowledpe it was followed
through out the work,

AL

Further deponent sayeth not,

1 5

£

GLORGH B, HESSHLEACHER )4

CaptaiM, Cs B., > \/

Subseribed and sworn to bafore me this 25thday of February 1945.

Sl
sl A

7 Lg{cﬁo@/? b i

I! L\ ' I'U] Ll o PR 5 "I'...IE "J”T'i,

et Lt., C. Ed,
<« . Ad futant,
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&y
e N} HEADQUARTERS .
% .
®§ TOSCANA REGICHN
L 4 ALLIED MILITARY GOVERNMENT
e el RVIII/69/7/ % Dote: 18 Dec 444777 f
sUBJECT: DPyoptection of Ruined Monumentg. -
o : HQ,AC, (Attention C.0.5. Section)
e I+t is reguested that F.B.5. be approached with a wlew

to putting some brake on interference with any monumental structure
partieularly when repair work has already started.

2e Under ref FFIII'“lfﬁFﬁAIG.i dated 13 Dec 44, my MFAA
officer submitted a report giving a specillc gxample of troops taking

by force some materials required for the rebuilding under IFAA
supervision, of a particular monunent in PISAS

3. A copy of this report was sent direct teo MFAA Sub-
Comnilgsion at your HQ.

qe May I please be informed ﬂf rnr acLicn and/or

comments in this matter. i X?

% Yot

BT, G. KIRKWOOD
Cnlcnvl FA,US Army,

RELlDﬂﬁl Copmigsloner.
.”1::".-""'11:' -

Copy to
MPAA Sub-Celinlission, ) Ref report RVI1l/LFAA:9.4 dated 13 Dec 44.
MPAA Offr, TOSCANA Reg. )
0, DISA - For information.

% . MFNA-V 6 !

(;f‘-&“*' AC. G i
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