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ha soltanto spazio
per le notizie false

Dal Duretined Geaersle &elle Anniehith ¢ Belle
Uetl pleeviima lu sogoente Jéilere:

o Pregonin Sig. Dintlinge,

In datu & mecple Iodieineal ol Elg. Digeltere
b=l o Bunry Ginemdle &'1inlle o In seguente D4t
HAr "

o Lagin mul Sus plamale o arlieald del |
Slg. Tridentl ehe, wal Jondaments dl ep o puce
rke s gette 'allarse che alls eemleceoes  di
Parigr vorrehbern ehlsne all'ltalia npere darie
i enple riparntionl. Tenfs &  préchare  che
alle Dircelone Geeerale Antiekiid ¢ BHelle Aetl,
b quabe ol teve I8 codlinge Fendsbin dl eal- |
lahorasirne com le sutnriid Allects por 1] re-
rupern & Il rienten n Dalls delle amere d'arie
wyperinte dal fedesehl, aulle 41 simile rlochia,
srmmenn cnne Irnfude ipated, ~ Risullgne, In-
rer. ripeicte aasleorasien] §n conlraris, B Ls
apean. Al larltare 1) Signdr Tridentl o preclsars
& maliz's ehe, enme Lol campreade. 1.H'II.'H-
rehbe mAlks Ia Direclote Genernln seddeils, gua- |
Inew i Ionduwie P qualehe cted 81 phi oo Iﬂn
Al sae delle Gale manipalsalenl & agedele trl-
cerem Wl pedaszioel e fn vedn 4l rizreedine l|
veerkl  miflvl  délls  geeprgunda fascivte, La
prepe Iaianis 41 pubblirare 1n peeseate s,

Feiehd flan 8 ofpl. ¢ nodoilenls un min woc- ;
prasbra pickiees, 1) soddelta gloenzle pen s \ ,-
eredaln 4} pubblicare |8 min lettera, 28 fare| ﬁ_‘? r‘i "'i-

2l riaa aleumn sapla A rlsbeatm, mil trd e

wretln w pregarba &l woler dire napbiallid all

=in  precivaslopr. che rilega phwit  laléresture |

lutrl  eeToee dhe  wind slaceramenie presccupall

dell'integried . del estee pattimeale  setistles,
Con diatlntl wnduti.

! R, BLANCRI' RANDINELLI o !




.= Public Relations (Overseas) Unit,, K. A.T., C.M.F. , (Rome ).
Tfo := Headquarters, Allied Commission - AFO 30l Civil Affeirs Section,
Date :- 29th October, 1945.

Ref - FR/1/0RG.

CONSERVATICN CF MONW@ENTS : PROPOSED PUBLICTIV.

The suggestion that Fress Publicity should be glven to this
matter is still under congideration by Headquarters, R, A F, , MEDHE,

OU

Flight Lieutenant, Coammanding,
Public Relations (Overseas) Unit.
R, A, F. ITALY.
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HEADQUARTERS ALLIED COMMISSION NTN/ro
A0 351 4

Subcommigsion for onuments, 'ine Arte & Aralives
Tel, 4869081, oxt. 442 & 254 1784 80)

20300,/ MFA 4 28 August 45

Mablication on "ar Damage to Italian wonuments.,

VP, CA Section.

1. With further reference to para
miasionarts memo Tto VP Op &

wee, dated 16
"Honuments and Fina ArtaY,

AMigust 45, subject
EC Inquires about 4 publication,
of whieh he hag ceen n review, on war o

..I-T.!,,_.I.‘L.i_'{-'.! 1 I'LF}I‘}'-

1 of Bxecutive L On-

s Lt Col Warg Perking, now on vem; orary duty in

London, writes that the publication is1: vorks of Art in Italy:
| 108868 _8nd survivals in tie —2Li Park I, South of Pologna. It
1a an official work lssued by the wtaticnery Vifice, and
prepared by the Yscmillan Comelssion from REWSpapar articles
by Lt Col Sir leonard foolley. This Subcommission knew noth-
ing of its bréparation or appearanas. Lt Col Vard Parking

Will bring ocopies of the work with him when he returns about
£ 1111‘2’

2 28pt.

/
rh}:’ﬂa_.,
NORMAN T, NEWTON
lajor, Adr Corps,
A/ Deputy Director
\

\ Copy to:
bb File 20380/%FAA
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CUSSERVATORE ROMANO
Lo agosto 1945

I CAVALLI DI SAN MARCO RITORNANO

VENEZIA 9

1 quatiro oavalll 41 bronso oche asdornano la facolata della
Basilioa 41 San ilerco sono gtati nuovamente lssgatl stamane al
loro posto, Si riocorda il detto popolure ohe ha avuto anche
qunesta volta conferma, che ogni ynalvolta gli stesail vengono
rimoseil, cade un impero. Anche la pala dell'Apssunta del Tizisno
uno del pil ocelebri dipinti del mondo, & statan ricollocuta sta=
mane sull'alktare mogpglore di g, Maria dei Frari,
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I  Terrecotte robbiane
restaurate all'lmpruneta

| FINENZE. luglio
1 Le terrecotte @) Lucn Delln Robbla delln chie=
| gn fl & Maria dell'lmpruneta, che ha subifo gra=
vissimi dannt per |l passaggio della guersy, 8ano
| attfidats wlle cuere di un saplente tecnico ¢ di po-
el operal speclallzzat! ehes nelle eaie del'antico
| gatunetin del diseynl agll U ffizd, trosformato In
liboratorin, pravyvedono olin restourezione dl que-
stl eapolavort dharlo.
d {  La grande Crocifissitine, uni delle opers  pli
helle ol Luca Della Robbi, & quella che ha su-
Lito: donndl minorl. Una dcjle due Madonnine la-
terall che adornavano [ tompio, & atalo raceoltn
| {ntatts. mentre Palwa & andain bn ominutissuml
perzl. La testaprozione di gueat'altima sacn Um |
invorn ditficile ¢ drdug, '
Ritornang w‘antica bellesss | feiteinnl che Rdor-
navano | tempiettl, cosl | cansetlond del soffttog
Te guattro statue, Il Battlste & Sant"Agoatino del |'

Tompletto defla Crocifissione @ gan Paclo e 3an

Luts el Tempetto delle Vergine, sono gif slate - g%
| rostauirate ] i %:‘ q
| us et [ WA
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STARS & STRIPES

—Fe -4 F S-S —F S0 S _Laan

18 July 1945

FOR "ARTS" SAKE

Dear Edltorg

why should AMG spend "meny" hundreds of wmillions of
lire restoring war-dscaged monumente and works of art? Why
not let the sears of this war forever serve &s & reminder
to the Italian people to rise pp azainst future power-mad

dictators?

If our money and men must Be used to restore Italy,
1et it be for food, elothing, shelter and re-sducaiion, the
same a8 in Germany, Or sre we @lso restoring the great
German works of art?

vhen we defeat Jopan, sre we golng to reetore her
works of art, too%? It sesms only falr that we shouwld,

Let's make sure that works of art are rastored
before we think of anything else, by all means,

- PfO. 'ﬂ'l H- Rnﬂﬂnbﬂ'rﬂ. Inf,

1765
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MONUMENTS |
Denr FEditor: -
1 wns more than n lttle surprised
by this moming's arlicle on the
dimage to monuments in north |
Italy, written by my old Triend
Sianley Melteoff  Aiter o dozen
officers hnve labored for nearly (wo
yenrs and have spent many h'-mvli
dreds of millions of lire In the at-|
tempt to save war-damaged mony-
mienits and works of art in Italy |
from further deterlomtion, i€ really ]
hurts Lo scr nll these labers dis= |
misned ni “the small exception ol
termporary arrnngements made by
ithe Momutoente and Flne Arls Sec«

Hon of AMG

- We o know  that the monuments)
den't look sy niee whety we - finizh)
with them.  Wa're not here (o dress)
them up and moke e pretiy
apaln. Bul we are here to help the)
Italian Superintendencles keep the|
damage of war from getling any
wirse.  Wo mol rools to keep the
rain out, mend shell holes in walls,|
shore up damnged mMasonry, ercct
tn'unftlurr- over frescoes stlll stand-
ne in rined bulldings, detach them
from Lhe walls if necessary. I don't)
know where Meltzoff got his Infor-
mation from when he makes & re-
mark such as “lt Is difficult to see
where money will be found to stop
i the wounds of the monuments|
hurt by war.,"” We have mannged to]
finance all important repalr proj-|
ects in Italy o far, more than 200
in Tuscany nlone,

1t Is llghly unfalr to judge the
work of the Monuments and Fing
Arts Offlcers of AMG by the visible
resulls o bare two months after the
lberntlon of nll of northern Italy.
But come buck agonin In six months, |
and yvou'll see the rools nll fixed
and the works of ort largely out of |
dinger,

The difficulty ia not the maney,
It i= the lnck of transport, of rood
tiles, of cement. Monuments and
Fine Arts officers have beenn nble |
to solve most of these problems in
central and southern Italy, and they
will eettednly do so in the north.
e American major who ' has
chorge of the monuments in
Venezin reglon is the same one who
in & few short months saved [rom
any further damnoge the grent |
churches of Rimini and Ravenna,
10 mention only two of the count-|
Tess citles and towns he hns denlt)
with an the long, slow grind up the |
Adrintie const. He can surely be|
trusted to deal with Padua and!
Trevico just ns effictently.

A mere Uit of the monuments re-
prfred by Monuments ond Fine
Arls officers of AMG sinee they )
started work in Slelly nearly two
years ngo would take three solid |
columais of The Stars and Sftripes. |
whient AMG leaves a reglon theret
pre very Lew limporiant répalr proj- |
eoks not ot least under woy, to By
aulhing of all the f{inlshed ones
And what 15 Jert con nnd will be
tockled eificiently by the Itallan

authoritics,
Frederick artt,'
150 LK. AC,
MFAA Olficer,

&

&
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Danni, asportazioni e riordiname

Se l'accorta politica di protezione preven-
twra, aftuata fin dall'inizio della pierra, non
fra petnto dare risultatl soddisfacenti per
monumenta:l, ne ha dati
inrece depli ottimi per i@ valori acenmulatd
nel mubed, nelle gallerie e nelle pinacoteche
italiane.  Perché, trattandosi di materiale
mobile ¢ statc possibile l'accumulo delle
opere ¢ del pezz pi rart in depositt sicurd,
e perche spesse sollo Pincalzare bellico ne
¢ state curato, anche con rischio, il tempe-
stivo  trasborde. Infine perché il convo-
plic delle raccolte ¢ del corredi pid famosi
in Vaticano ha elemingto qualsiosi pericolo
Cozi, In genere, & avvenuto che, menire
sono. statl pravi | danni subiti da aleune
sedy di collezioni artistiche, spesso invece
¢ rimasto integro il nucleo del loro prezios.

Uno del pa preoccupanti disasted rimane,
Mmiche dopo le wltime notizie, quello inferio
al Museo nofionale d&i Ancona. rovinato per
hombardamentt successivi nell'edificio e nel

| contenylo;, polche molto materiale era stato

depositato nel ricovero posto sotto il cam-

| panile della atessa cx-chivsa ed er-conven-

to i 8, Francegco: fra cur anche le docu-
mentozlenl protostoriche dell'etd del brun:o
¢ del jerro nel Pleeno, Intotte sono la pina-
cofeca e la raccolta Podesti; e sono znlve
e seubture medicvali ¢ gli oggetti di valore
T inre.

Forse qualehe vuotn delle racrolte proek-
storiche potrit colmarsi perché le necropoli
detla reprione, non ancorn tutte esplorate,
potranno daore nuovt corredl. Anche gualche
ricupero s spera pel Civico Lapidario del
Palazzo Trinct di Foligno e per le epigrafi
del Museo Passioned di Fossombrone: mon-
tre pil gravi sono state invece le perdite ed

L - T e
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t crolll del Palazzo Carrara i Ternd che
comtenera la suppelleftile vascolare e bron-
zea della prima etd del ferro, proveniente
dalla necropoll delle acclalerie. Anche qui
sl procede nel delicat]l riescart

Nelle localitd pi prossime a Romna sl no-
tano e rovine del Mugeo Civico di Viterbo
poste nella ex-chicsa di 5. Maria detla Ve-
ritd e di quello di Palestring e del Palazzo
Vitelleschi di Targuinia e dell'incomparabile
Museo etrusco oi Chiusi -

Nell'nltro tormontato spazio che si stende
tra Cassino ¢ Roma si deplora la rovina irre-
parabile dell’ Antiquario 4i Pompei. A Na-
pold somo gin state restaurate le serlld der M-
sei #tatall Ingtituite nella Repgla di Capodi-
monte, nella Villa Floridiana e nella Cer-
tesa ot 5. Martine:. Ma nel Museo Civion i
Capua addolorano i moltl dannd arrecati al-
le. pitture campane dell era onticristiana:
meno gravl sone ineece le menomazionl si-
bite dalla Raoccolta antiquaria degli Scouvd
ci Minturno,

Nell'cstremo Meridione ¢ distriedto  in
pieno I Provincinle di Potenza, solto e
cul macernie sono rimaste piceole terrecot-
Ie, vasi ttalioti e preistoricd, wmoicte ¢ pez-
i delln collezione moedierale-moderna forse
. parte recuperabile. Sotto le ropine del-
l'ala crollata del Museo nazlonale di Paler-
mo saranno da vagliorsl molt] peesd di deul-
turn e di epigrafi del materiale greco-ro-
mane: ¢ crolly ha avuto pure lo sede del
Museo o Castello Ursino i Colonig e sono
andate dispwrse a Marsala le collezigni deoli
acavi i Liliben,

Riprandendo quidndi Uesame delle altre
raccolle artistiche d'ltalla, sl constatec che
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quast tmperturbata @ rimesta la pace del-
UUmbria & che pochi davm hanne avuto in
quento settore phv Abruzzi, come la Toscao-
na, ececttiite raccolte minorl quale od esem-
pio quella polecontologica del Masoo Civico
d’Arezzo. Né in poncere d Scttentrione pre-
senta poerdite o entltd, perche golo pe=s{ i
mnor prregiio o drplieati eran rimasti nelle
velrine. Le noltzle che glunpong, via win,
assicurano salvi gl oagetty d'arte dello pri-
risiliziopne di Parma, testtmonang gualche
menomazicone a Hologaa: ¢ rigucrido all’im-
portante Musco di Ropenng anngnzigio me=
nomazton splo nella parte eptgrafica perchie
tuttc il mcglio (boceall arcalel, trittict, an-
cone, cofan, Avori, stoffe bemntineg) era gtato
dracnato da prima nel ricovero della Villa
Monaldina e poi nelly Villa Nazionale di
alr

Vapliando Inoltre I tema tonlo discusso
tlelle aaportazioni, la cronaea ricollegata in-
forma ¢he tidltl gl oppettl artistici mobili,
asportati dalle Gallerie e dai Musel it Fi-
renze ¢ el Napoli, che st credevana perdi,
sono sfart rintraceioti in seguito o tempe-
stred sopraluoghi in aleani ricoverd del Set-
tentrione o in deposith dell’ Anstria. Copsi @
aipgurabide che possa ritrovarst anche i fo-
ose materigie delle orefloerie pompeiand,
E sperioma che si recupering le oollezioni
cdi moncte, nmidniature, {nhacchiere ort del
Musea Cirico di RBarnaclle ool Molise, ¢
Cantiquario di opgettl archeastogeel ok yer-
b, df Orbictello e o Minterno, ¢ pll ogpettd
Laturgici o Peseo Costanzo wosichd | piezzi
mancanti alle roceolte private ot Cogliar
¢ di altre localitd, Putttosto, rigndando al
periodo delle asportazioai che fu causa di
tanta anrla, i pud ricordare che, mentre

m’b dei mi
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gleione prevons
(la guerra, nomn
pddisfacenti por
g.t, me ha dati
dori accuraularn
plle pinacoteche
di materiale
mecumulo delle
depositt stenuri,
grare bellico ne
chio, il tempe-
rche 4l convo-
redi pld famosi
nfsinst poricolo,
che, mentre
iitf da alcune

L EPOEEC  inpece
dei loro prezios:
belizastri ritnnne,
e, mueelln infrrio
M rovinatio par
il'eclificivo ¢ nol
gerinle ora sinto
fo sotto {1 com-
¥ od exr-conpen-
anche le docu-
'etd del bronan
e kono In piuna-
: e pomo silve
|:I-|'.'H: i1 valore
raceolte prel-
theé e necropoll
tnutte caplorate,
Anche qualche
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ywmbrone: men-
e Lle perdite ed

OSSERVATIA T

i erolll del Palazze Carrarn i Ternd che
contenecva le suppellettile vascolare € bron-
zea della primo eta del ferro, provéenionte
dalla necropall delle acclaleriv. Anche gui
i procede nei delieait riescari

Nelle localitd pigd prossime a Ronma =i no-
tano Ie romne del Museo Civico di Viterbe
posto nella ex-chicsa di § Maria della V-
ritd e dl quello di Palestring e del Pala2z0
Vitelleschr di Tarquinia e dell'incomparabile
Musere etrusco di Chiusi.

Nell'altro tormentato spazio che si sicnde
tra Cassinoe ¢ Roma si deplora [a rovina irro-
paralale dell'Antigrario 4 Pompei. A Na-
ralt sano git state restadrate le seil del Mu-
st stntali institute nella Repgia ot Capoidi-
monte, nella Villa Flo=idiang e nella Cer-
togn fH 8. Martino,. Ma nel Muzeo Chirieo (2
Capnctt addolorane i moltt dannl arrcecati al-
le pitture campane dell'ére  anticristiona!
mrne grantd o aomo intece le menomaziond sie-
bite dalla Roceolta ‘antiquaorio doolys Sea
(fi Alimturno

Nell'estremeo Merddione e digtrulio  in
plene #H Provinciale di Poten:a, sollo le
ol macere sone ronaste piecole terrocot-
fe, vasi ilnlioft ¢ prelsiorici, monete @ pes-
i della collozione medievale-modernn forse
in parte recyperabtle, Sotto e rovine del-
Vala crollatn del Muzee noasionale & Poaler-
o gardnno do vagliarsi molti pezzi di scul-
fura ¢ di vpipraft del wateriale pgroco-ro-
snano: ¢ crdllt ha arute pure lo sede del
Mugsen ot Castello Urgino di Catanig @ sono
andate disperse a Marsala le collezoni deoli
Scarl di Lilibeo,

Riprendendo guirdi Uesame delle altre
raccolte artistiche d'Italin, m econstata che
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guasi jmperturbata ¢ rimaste lo pace del-
I'Umbria e che pochi danm hanno amilo
questo seftore gl Abruzzi, come la Tosca-
na, ececttuale raccolte minor quale ad esem-
pio guella paleontolopica del Museo Civico
d"'Arezzo, Né in genere i Settemirione pre-
sentn pordite db entitd, perche zolo pezzi i
minor progio o duplicaty cran rimasti nelle
rifrine. Le nolizie che giungono, via o,
assicurano saltt glt ogpeettl d'arte della gi-
rizsdizione i Porma, testimomiano qualche
menomazione o Hologno e riguardo all’bm-
portante Museo di Rovenma awaunzidio me-
nomaziont sole nella parte epigrafica perche
tiitio il 'rFH'j[hm (hocenll arceled, tritticd, an-
cone, cofani, Aporl, stoffe bizantine) era stiato
cracuato da prima nel ricorero della Villa
Monaldina ¢ pol nella VHlg Nazionale i
STriL

Vapliondo mmoltre U tema tonto discisso
delle agportaziont, la cronacao ricollvgata in-
forma che twtti gli ogpetti artistic: mobill,
asportati dalle Gallerle e dat Muset di Fi-
rimze ¢ i Napoll, ehe sl eredevano perduli,
son0  sbnti rintraccioli tn geqguito a tempe-
stitd sopraluophi o alcunt ricovert del Sct-
tentrione o in depositl dell’ Austria. Cosl ¢
auguriablle che possa ritrovarsi anche i fa-
nmodG mareriale delle greficorie  pompenne,
E speriamo che gl recupering le colleziond
di moncte, minfature, tabuacchiere, or el
Museo Ciurten ol Boranille nel Molise, @
Cantiguario ol oggertl archiontogel diy 1ser-
nig, di Orhetello ¢ di Mintnrno, e plt ogpettd
liturmgiclk ol Peico Costanzo noncheé ¢ pezzd
mancantt alle raccolie private di Cagliari
e di altre localtld, Piuttosto, riandando al
perlodo delle geportaziondl che fu cousa di
tnnta ansin, st pud ricordore che, mentre

-
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sportazioni e riordinamento dei musei italiant

alcuni ricoveri vennero focilmente evacuati
per gli imperativi trasbordi verso I Nord,
altri riuscirono per iniziotiva del Soprain-
tendentt a conservare £ materiali ricovuti in
deposito,. Tra questi & notano quellh mor-
chigiani di Urbino e Sasso Corbare che ac-
cumuilorano opere importantissime non solo
regionali ma anche di Venezia, di Milang
e o altre citld.

Anche ¢ Roma si va intenczamaonice pgroce-
dendo al riordino delle gallerie ¢ dei musel
Nonostante 'esiguitd del mezzi, son gia ria-
nerti Il Miuzeo Borghese, la Galleria i nrie
molernag, ic sale i Valle Glulia e con im-
pepno del diripentt e dei tecnict, per la fine
et luglio, saranno ricomposte tutte [e Colle-
~ioni artistiche della Capitale.

In Toscana pure ferve Uppera del riasse-
staumento: e 31 somo orpanizzale mosire por-
mancntt g Siena ed g Luced. A Fieenze suno
statl antraprest i lavori di sistemozione delle
mer'e sale ricavate sulla parte superiore del
Satone delle Artl: @ proseguito . restauro
degli affreschi dannegpiati nel soffitio e nei
vorricloi: & state uwltimate o collocazione
provilsoria nella Galleria Palatinag det di-
pinti che st trovdvans a Firenze per congcn-
tirne 'immediata parziale riaportura. Siena
va rticomponenco la sua Piacoteca e il
Musvo dell’'opera del Duomo, Corlona inati-
gura i Museo Diocesano, dove song stal
reatiterals fra Ualtro o Madonna con il Bam-
binge o Mietro Loremsett ed # Crocehiszso
sapomato prire dello steésso autore, Mancdnp
notizlie delle raccolie d'arte che Ulialia ave-

ra nelle ecolonte. Sl sa solo che il celebre |

Museo archeologico di Cirene ha aubito grovi
tdanni ed asporiazionk
R, A, SQUADRILLY
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UNION JACK. June 8, 1045

Venice 4 bringing out her
great ‘bromze art works from
their war-time hiding place
in the duct! paloce celiar and
setiing them up in the paloce
eouripyard on exhibition for
troops, Here workmen aOre
moving the famous bronze
Hem, which in  peacelime
atoad at the top of a column
near St Mark's Cathedral,
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Ostia museum
has new finds
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ITALIAN ART UNDER SHELLFIRE

HERBERT L. MATTHEWS
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s has always been represented
\W;u a paggernauat, and with good
reasaon. It creates nothing and
i destroyy much.  Cisilization goes on,
of course, for it lives in the hearts anc
minds of men who rebuild what other
men have destroyed, or who create new
glories,  You cannot take comlort in thr
losses, you can only. be philosophical ajul
consider them a price that had o be pail
1oy save something muore precions
Anyone who writes about the destroc-
uon W art in Europe without a full resliza-
non of s enormily i being  [rivolous.
Anyane who claims that all of that ge-
structhon was unavoidable and that every-
thing was done to prevent it in jelling a
falschood.  The bedt you can say is that
it might have been worse and that many
men have worked hard 1o minimize the
datmnage amd w repar it when it was done.
Never forget that impersonabity of war-
fare. The depredativns of the Huns and
Coths and Vandals were the work of men
who did nol know what they were doing,
who had no feeling for the glories of Ro-
man civilization, whose serse of values, in
other words, was too limited to give them
rrasons Lo spare lemples, Elatues, of
mosaics.  They were, to all intents and
purposes, like mac hines. It 48 true that
they came down over the Alps o pillage
and destroy while we came in to “liber-
ate,” but il the remnants of the bronze
ducrs of Benevento Cathedral, or the

rtined frestost of the Campo Santo in
I'isa, o the destoyed Mantegna Chapel
in the Erenmitani of Padua could apeak Like
Ohpar Khayyam's wine jugs, they would
rot feel any more chanably inclined
tooward s than il we were ancient bar-
barians

Lt eeally is inevitable, generally sprak-
i, How can we expect a lad from Main
Street of & Midwestern town 1o know
what the palace in Anagni means to his-
tory and art? [low can we expect a
Frenchman from North Africa with his
Maorccoan gun cfew 1o appreciate the im-
portance  of Pienza's cathedral? Why
should an Indian division know that the
Monastery of La Verna was not only full
of Andrea della Rubbia®s linest works but
win thre place where St Francis received
the stigmata?

So all thres monumentd were seriously
damaged In the course of the campaign,
not because the Allies were vandals or in-
different to the late of nriistic and religious
monuments, but because the average sol-
dier ia no student of art and because war is
like that.

ov have to start from that realistc

busis. Whatever you do there i
bound to be a certain amount of destruc-
tion.  However, there are ways and
means of minimizing the destruction and
vepairing and restoring what is damaged.
In that respect the Allies have a record
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which s credhitable, thanks to the nirlhe
gent and prrsstent work of men who gen-
crally have the co-operation bt someLimed
have 1o overoume the opposition of the
prithiary.

% [ar hack as Janbary, 1943, the Amer-
(e an Couneil of 1earncd Socictics fo
a Cammittes on Protection of Culral
Treasures in War Areak representing
various national prEgAnzations and also
such  governmental inatitations a8 the
Library of Conpress, the watonal Ar-
chives, and the Syuihsonian I matigution.

During the following spring a subeommils

tee of the American fense—klarvard
Cipoup begnan working on lists of monu-
ments and cultural institutions in the war
arcas for Army uss And in August,
10473, the work was co-ordinated with the
{rmation, at Preudent Roosevelt’s sug-
pestion, of the American Contenizson for
the Provection and Snlvage of Artiatic and
Hisorie Monuments in Eurape, under
{he auspices of the State Department.
1t was Chiel Juntice Harlan F, Stone
whn first suppested the crention of the
¢ommission o the Fremdent, aned Justice
wen J. Roberts who became 118 chiir-
man, hmmpnl'numnndingmma
w serve on it David E. Finley, director
of the National Gallery, was appointed
wice-C hirTman, and Huntinglon Catrni,
secTelAry-Treasurer of the National Gal-
lery, became pecrelary-ireasurer of the
Commission. The other member were
Herbert Lehman, director of UNRRA;
MacLeish, now nssiatant scc=
igned upen ap-
. William Bell
ol the Archacological
Francis Henry
Taylor, of the Metropolitan Mu-
scuim in MNew York; Paul J. Gachs, ausoci-
ate director of the Foug Muscum of Finc
Ars of Harvard University; and Arch-
bishop Franeis ]. speliman of MNew York,
whi was appointed 10 succeed the late
Alfved B Smith, Ugicler Ty ure & number
ol sl e, each with its adviscth
while Juhn Wailker, chicl curataf
national  Gallery of Ari, and Sumncr
wick. (ruslyy, former president of the
College Art Association ol Aunerica, Are
special advisers 1o the CommiEasin fnsell.
‘The work of these meR has already

oy
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saved an incalculable number of the ar-
Listic reasurcd of Europe—and they are
pot working alene. At the erd of this
going 1o be €2 aght napping
as we 1918, when the peacemaken
at Versailles were seriously handicapped
by insufficient information on he destrucs
tion and Inoting of art treasures. (As a
result, much that had been taken by the
Germant wat never recovered.)  Thistime
there will be fairly complete lins from v
ery country, showing what |s missng,
what the Germana arc known 10
1aken or deliberately destroyed;
will have either to restare the objects,
they atill exist, or 10 supply something im-
ilar in exchange—supposing that enough
is left. Nawrally, neither the Germans
nor the Allics can bring destroyed churches
and monumenta to life, but paintings,
nmu:s,hoah.mdnrchimmmn\'trnblt.

“There is nn way of caleutating values in
these miliers, 80 it is almaost amusing 0
soe a delegntion from the Commission
pleading for an appropriation ul §59,000
frimm Canpgress, andd having o argue lonig
and rarnesily belore wetting only §40,000.
Mr. Finley, who headed the delegation
before the Blouse Apprvpriatiend Cume-
jaitice. put the mater rathicr neatly @t
o prakiil,

o] might gve one inatance of the kind
of thing thrse efficert are equipped o i,
he aaicd. A our Army pases through
Paris, there i1 near by the great Cathedral
of Chartres, one of the great monumcnts
of France, whose degrructinn would be 3
calamity of the first imporiance. If this
Cammission, through  furnishing  maps
and trained perioninel 1o the Army, can
even be party instrumental in naving thia
great cathiedral, the money required o
operate this Comunission next year will be
well apent.

#To rake another enample: There s at
Padua, in northern fraly, asmall Laghleding
acar the railroad station, known as the
Arena Chapel. It is complctely dece
arated with fresco paintings by G,
done casly in the fourtcenth century
We have in the W ational Gallery one armall
painting by Giiouo and one ateributedd 1o
a follower of Lt For the latter paint-
ing, attributed only o a follower nf Giotid,
pr. Mellan paid far more than the

1
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amount niked for the expenses of the Com-
miwion for next year. 1 the Commission
ran be of any assistance in avoiding the
destruction of the Arena Chapel at Padua,
that service alone will be of inestimable
walue 1o the world and will be 30 regarded
by future generations."

11

Inu pit the same proposition from other
angics.  In the great and now historic
eaid on Rome of July 19, 1943, we par-
tially destroyed the  Badlica of San
[nrenezn, which is not only imporiant as
an artistic monument but i one of the
most sacred churches in the wirld tn
Catholics 1 wan on that raid in & Flying
Fortress: 1 attended the final bricfing and
| distinctly recall that, at this last pre-
mission  bricfing, bombardicrs were not
warned of the presence of the Basilica of
San Lorenao. 1 knew what greal care
hae been taken by the Air Command 1o
avnid damage 1o the four mnin basilicos of
Rome and the Vatican buildinge.  How-
ever, the plain truth is that high-altituce
Lombing had not then reached &nd prob-
ably never will reach the point of perfec-
tinn where it can be guaranteed that ne
damage will be done to & struciure ns
cluse fo the targel arca as San Lorenzo
wis to the marshaling yards that were
destroyed. Tt is poasible that if the mc-
dium-altitude B-26's which did the precise
hombing of the yards at Flarence had been
available for the Rome mission, the ba-
silica might have escaped all damage.

It must be understood that when suc-
ceasive groupa of heavy bomlsers attack &
target from twenty thiousand feet or more,
with all bombardiers releasing their Toads
when they sec the bombs of the lewd ship
drop, the compounded errors of human be-
imps and complicated mechanizms will in-
cvitably apill stray bombs hundreds of
yards from the helefed aiming  point
1ive-bombing of small targets has achieved
conpiderable pinpoint Arcuracy, but when
a target like o faclory oF @ marshaling
yard s attacked by waves of heavy
twsnliers, the objective in 1o confine o3
wrniall a pattcrn as possible to a target arca.

11 eould: handly have been an accident
Jhiat Mr Finley chose the Arena Chapel

-
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in Pacua as one of his examples, for it was
anly about a half-mile away fronn there
that we may perhaps have destroyved thie
Mantegna frescoes in the bambed Nugus-
tine Church of the Eremitani, which 1
have nlready mentioned.  In fact, a study
of the reconnaissance photpgraphs afier
that disastrous maid showed that onc large
pamb had linded within a hundred yards
of the Arcna Chapel. Not ten noe a
hundred times the $59,000 asked by the
Commission can ever restore the Man-
tegna f . 1t in posaible that if the
Commmission had been able 10 provide the
special maps and other detailed informa-
tion for the bricfing for this mision, theee
frescoes might have esaped damage.
Hlowever, the church stands eight hundred
yards from the railroad station that was
the briefed aiming point; hence it is prob-
able that the damage was another case in
which it was impossible w guarantce that
all bambs would fall in the tamgel patiern.

wecevrn o good idea of the monetary

fuctors involved when T was in Pisa
o Jamuary 108h of this year. I came out
of the Campn Santo as dinnayed as any-
'me mist be who remembered it in the re-
cent days of its glory, with its roof inlact
andl its great frescoes stlll relavively fresh
anid clear. Now nol a square yard of its
roof rrmained; great picces of the paintings
had crumbled and fallen; the sun and rain
had [sded Penogzo Gozzoli®s masterpicees
jnto almest colorless, barely distinguisha-
ble compositinns and the ancient sarcoph-
ajgi and statues of the cloister lay broken
along the walls,

The Ialian superintendent of arts for
Pisa met me in the Plazea del Duomo just
outside nnd showed me a plan which he
and other experts had prepared just for
the recomstruction of the roof of the
Campo Santo. {Incidentally, we had hit
1he cathedral fifieen times, the baptistery
five timnes, and the Leaning Tower wlce,
with shells, but in no case did the damage
amount to anything.)

I asked the superintendent how much
it would cost 1o rebuild the rool. *Al
present prices,” he replicd, “alihough you
st keep in mind that prices ane always
pising, we estimate the cost at 38,000,000
Yire."”

3/uNp Ho.
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1 hat 15 the equivalent of $380,000, jus
11 pebild the sool on one of the destroyed
mnonuments of Eurnpe!  That was a Jost
monument, and [ have given a figure in
termms of dollars for s partial repar.
{ven of the foure is exaggerated, the
i ||I|I‘ hisldds true.  No  amount ol
mnney will make the great freseo of *The
trinmph of Death™ or the Goazoli series
ik as they did before, but expert res
winrers are going 1o spend months of pains-
taking work replacing the broken [rag-
meints and preventing further detemiora-
thom The cost of that can ultimately be
caleulated i verma of lire or dollar.

‘W: eannor, on the other hand, sy
that such and such monuments
Ivve been saved from destruction because
of the activities of the American Commis-
ann or the Allied military  authocitics.
I'hat will always be incaloulable.  What
i mitire tangible i the work of restoration
ur prodection of art ireasures and the
lisnnig of looted o missing ohjrets.  Naot
snly the American Commissien, but a
whole series of organizations, are at work
in this field. and it would not be fair 1o
wimit the armed forces from thae hist.

in November, 1743, after a visit W
Penevenin, where, months before, a omis-
ing raid had almost completely destroyed
the old cathedral with s famous bronge
clovors - o raid? which was glaring evidence
of a lack, at that tme, of preparation o
avobd damage 1o artistic mohuments - 1
el an exehange of correspandence with
General Dwight 11 Esenhiower's chiel af
oLfT on the subicct, meeting with a syme-
pathetic Frspinse, Natrally, there waa
o question about the desirability ol spar-
ing Ttaly's art wreasures, but in those carly
diys it was feared that if the Germans
knew that the Allies, as a policy, would
avoid bombing cectain buwildings they
would wse them as depots of command of
obgervation posts,  However, i1 was fi-
nally decided to make a formal expression
ol Allied good inteauons

This was done in a letter sent by Gen-
eral Eiserhiower on Decembeer 29, 1943, 10
all commanders. It pointed out that
raly was very rich in monuments and

" -y il a e
classifion |
| : E.0. 123sg Saction 3.3/000
1 ¥ » w - o.

AN

MAGAZLZINE

that “we are bound to respect those mion-
uments sa far as war allows. ™

U we have lo choose between destroy-
ing a famous building and tacrifiving our
own mien, then our men’s lives count in-
finitcly more and the binldings must Fo
the Jefter contimued.  “But the chaice s
not always 3o clear-cut as that.  In many
catrs the monutments can be spared with-
out any detriment 1o operational needs
Mothing can stand against the argument
of military neceswity.  That is an accepled
prnciple.  But the phrase ‘rilitary neces-
sity” is sometinies used where it would be
more truthiul o speak of military con-
venience or cven of perasnal convenience.
| do not want it 0 cloak slackness of in-
difference.”

In principle, that seemed o genle the
miatter, but in pracice it proved to be far
froun simple, and wheit the Abbey of Monie
Ulassine was destroyed a monih later a
controversy raged from one end of Amer-
ira and Britain to the other. Tni the first
place, many people questioned whether
General Eehower was posing the prob-
lem fairly.  Men have ofien risked or
given their lives to save great works of art
11 depends on the point of view., When
51 Paul's was threatened with destruc-
nion, Londoners did not stop to argue
whether their lives were worth more than
the cathedral. As it happened, they
gaved hoth, In paint of fact pie does find
that the clean-cut proposition of “lives
against monuments” s rarcly faced.

Ciften the national [acwor i deciave.
[alian monuments mean more to Tahans
than they du 1o Aimericans, 5o it is natural
that Ttalians should risk their lives to save
them, ns they have often done, while
Americans would feel no particular emio-
tion over the threatened destruction of an
art treasure they might not even have
hoeard about.

The worst way to pul the proposition —
and some do it—ls “live men against dead
art.'  Art is not dead, and it is irile to
sy that the richness it adds 1o life and the
oy that it gives generations of men have o
value which you cannot measure in bald
teriss of so many lives, Al you can sy is
that the art of Taly, to 1ake one example,
s werth @ great deal 1o the world, and
that is the Laot 1o Keep in mind.
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Then there is the religwan factor  In
i Grallup poll held in the spring of 1944, at
the height of the controversy over Casinn
and Rome, 19 per cent of the voters dis-
approved of the bombing of religious
buildings and shrines even "if military
leaders believe it necessary.”  Obwiously
Rome his immense religious an well aa his-
toric value and should be spared if possi-
ble for this reason alone.  MHowever. it
should hardly be necessary to add thay
Rome is infinitdly more than the chiel
center of Cathalicism, and that the whaole
world and every human being in it would
be poorer il Rome were partially or wholly
destroyed.

The event which teuched off the mou
vivid Aare-up of controversy was the de-
striwtion of the Abbey of Monte Casgno
by Amenican bombers at the end of Jan-
uary, 1944, [t was a case where religious,
ad well ma historie and calioral facwr,
were invalved, for the abbey was on the
spat. where the Benedictine Order wan
founded fourtcen centuries agoe, and hence
was one of the most sacred places in Chris-
tepddom.  Using General  Essenhower's
yardstick of “'military necessity,” one fuis
o admit that the guestion of justification
was highly debatabile. 11 was not a cliwe
tactical raid, which is to say that the Filth
Army was not then in a position to follow
up the bombing immediately by a direci
asault on the mountain,  Later tesii-
mony from the monks and from Tealian
civilians in the abbey wos to the effect
thut except for observation purposed there
were no German soldiers or supplics in the
bulldingy.  After the bBombing, the ruined
abbey provided jusl as good an vlmerya-
tion paoat as Lefure and made an even bet-
ter fortress, and the Germans did use it
However, this i largely wisdom alter the
event.  The American commanders had
what they thuught was sound information
and they had certain military regsons
which seemed to them to Justify the grave
decision they ok, We can lcave judy-
ment o history, but the important thing
o realize for vur purposes s the difficuliy
of putting general principles and goed in-
tentions into practical effect,

Human nature being what it iy, a ge-
neric order such as General Ebenhower is-
stied condd remain in the minds of “all

ART LUNDER SHELLFIRE
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cummanders" only for a eertain lenath of

tume, 1t haed 1o be implemented, and

that was where the efforts of the Ameri-

can Commission and especially the Allied

organizations on the spot bore richest
L.

e setup in [alv, which i typical and

which I am writing about because |
happen 10 know it at fest hand, sieom
downward from the Allied Commisson,
which is under the contrul of Allied Farce
Headquariers, and that in turn s under
the altrmate authority of Washington and
Lundon, The AC has a Subk ommesaon
on Monuments, Fine Artn, and Archives
headed by Licutenant Colonel Ernest T,
DeWald, Princeton professar of the history
of art i deputy 4 a Britisher, Major
1 B Ward Perking of the London Mu-
sem Uinder them are certan regional
direciorn whode duty it ia o go inte cap-
tured towns and cities more or leas with
the attackiog toops and make quick sur-
vews amd take fivaaid measures. Theee
are three principal officers — Major Paul
Coardoer, director of the William Rackhill
Nebson Gallery of Art of Kansas City. for
sithern Traly wid Sicily; Captain Deane
Feller, of the Yale University School of
FPoove Arts, with the Fifth Arimy; and Major
Norman T Newton, of the Harvard Fac-
ulty wf Design, with the Eighth Army.
Lintid recemly there was an archivist in
charge of that branch of the work, Caprain
Ruger Ellid of the British army, who is now
on the German front.

These larger zones are broken down
inte. smaller regions under the charge
of Allied Miliary Government officers
These in turn woek with [talian organiza-
thons, and it ot quickly be said that the
[talians do most of the work, They not
anly peovide the manpower but, of course,
supply experts whise knowledge and skill
are unrivaled in the world.  lalian re-
storers can perfform miracles.  For in-
stance, here in Rome, at the Dnatituto del
Redtaurs, experts are patiently putting to-
gether the innumerable fragments of the
Faonous resco by Lorenzo da Viterbo from
the church of Santa Marls della Veritd
in Viterbo, The fresco was nothing bus
a heap of fine rublie afier one of cur
bambing raids, but when they have lin-

12356 Section 3.3/08D Ho
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mhed the warld G4 AN GOINg 10 ser T
rensn's frescn, by ne means in jis Pristine
gloey, by a condinon 1o be apprechiated
i 0 provided angther
*ample of Italian ki)
and devolion,  One of our bomby hit phe
house and tabernacle of Filippina Lippi,
demolishing i1 and knucking one of the
painter's most  beautiful fi , "“The
Madonna and Chilg Adored by Saings
into livde bits. A Joeal fresco rewiorer
hamed Tintori, during and berween Bamb.
ing raids, Iavingly gathered all the pirces
lgether, hawever uny, carrying them in
s and handkerchiefy on his bicyele 1o
his studio three miles outside of Prapo,
For eleven months Tintor has been metie.
ukinly putting the Pieces wogether ungil
today, withouy any repainting, the fresco
can be seen and enjoyed.

v

LL Daly's elalsiree Bivernmenial apd
A lucal machinery i wurking ai i
speed lrom the Minisiry of Pullic Listruic-
tien duwn o ihe local mpeninienden.
Cies " They are aided by institutiong
like the Vutican's Pontifical Cinmmissivn
for Sacred Art and o speeially eveane)
Nativnal Avsoviagian for the Hesturarin
ol Monumnenis Damaged by the Wyr
All ol them were on the jub, of CuLirse,
lung before we arrived. A the very be-
ginning of the war the Italian Adminiy.
tration for Antiquities ond Fine Arts re-
muved what it could from CVETY cily,
twiwny and  exposed Lisilidinig Pt tures,
stalues, manuseripts, archives, and oiher
precious objects were easedd and pur in
sheliers, nion all of which cicaped damrage
ur leating.  However, an incalculabile
amount of art was saved in tha way,
much af o ending up in Vatican City ar
Viatican extraterritorial buildings

That bs s story in itsell, bug a few typical
esamples will shuw the sory of things that
bappened o such drpﬁ:lill ltaly®y—
and the world's Philosupher, Benederto
Uruce, divided his grear library intw four
Pparts scattered around Naples, The Ger.
any reenoved one part, which was in the
Franciscan monastery at Teano, but later
abandoned it ar Minturng, Afier the
tide of war swept thruugh Naples and

sl e . &l
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merth 1o Rome, 1he Iwrika were collecird
A in Naples, wlere Prifessor (ry g
and b danghier Aldy are o putting
ther in order 1o L donated 1o the city

The day afier we took Naples 1 weng 1
see the directur of the Nationa) Muscum,
Profewnr Maiuri, who rold me that mist
of the winks from 1l Wascum and g
Pinacotheca bl Leen depmtited in * y gp.
crel and sacred place™ where he fely they
wolld be aafe. e place was the Abbey
of Monte Casing I-'urlm:.urif fur pos-
terity, the Germuns il pun respeot the
sicredness of phe MR and removed e
beares they fuungd there Ultimagely,
Fradian and Vanieay llcials persided
them 1o tuen (e material over o ghe
Vatican, whicl they thid with muc Puls-
Licity, OIMILNE. [0 mentivg (he fact tha
they had beld back liftern cases, while
wther cases had been opened and somie of
their mus Impariant contenis remved
d'wo Taigm, o W®acl 0 Luini, 5 Claude
Lorraing and the T i Poper Ty cuighel
Paiitie of * The Bl Leading the Bligd»
e amung he tisstorpivoes which are
Ul mibing, S oa vollection wf Pom.
v gold bjects foom (e Naples Afy.
Kt

e isperial of collections  way ol
always suvceiful a large  number of
Pantings oo Roman dallerics  were
placedl in Genareans fur safely,  In Sepe
tembor, 1947, (he Cevemang rejzed themn
antdd 1ok them nurth, als iy silety,"
but they were pPersuaded o turn them

Perintendent of wallerics ull
s boped they will e

Frum aroundg Flirence
away 490 paint.
130

bound later an
alune the Germany 1wk
s ol firvirate Impartanee  and
cases ol sculprure,

Tlrr. Amierican Comminsion b been

docimulating s of Missirng ulijeery
and some day the Germany are Hoing in
have to account fi them—and thay i
only one of the things wha h the Conimis.
LT duing, with the help, of Course, of
the lialign, AMUG, and AC authurities un
the spot.  One of e st impociang ye.

Poriant Monumens,
Places reyinna) Mg hive
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been made,  These are distributed Isith
separatcly amd, for ihe must important
countries, bound an atlas fopm, amd are
supplicd to all stalls.  For the greater
convenience ol ombardiers, an the case
il one hundred Tralian cities the Medi-
tereanean Allied Air Force transpased the
dara from the maps 1o a serics of arrial
phictigrraphs, with important manuments
uparked in white o the prines.

Then there are Lists of Protected Muiu-
ments R every conntry in Eurupe excepl
Husna, Cireat Mritain, and the neutral
nations,  Fach region of Taly  has it
sprecaal list, which s provided 1o all com-
manders down o the rank ol majur
Ihese are invialuable when trosps enter a
new by conmquered ety o hawn

Lo fact, the mechamism is pat in motion
well befure a place 8 taken, althimeh 1
pravtice all than the art ollicials canodo s
e eall attention to what e an the i
thate path of the jigernant el then
pray that as much as posilie will b
parad. For  awianee,  as Faplinly
ATy AR Y] Boavrnenn Doiwsate st
Codonel  DeWald  warned chiel ol
siadF ool AL that Haveima bl Bl gises
r“.-“uun. n,-i.m-.gtun il H"!.III“IT':I' i
arneng odlier thimge, b Weat, aml 1ot
the warnime should le pased oo T
o biied o stall refeeved the et AVHLGE,
whenoe the inbormmatng was i.'l.h-ﬂ.l LETEHE {8
thie varbous commianils

The resulis were o poiial
Iwo nights before te ciry was giing Lo
be onrtilnked ol taken the BoACE nude
two raids, dooppog bombs all over the
city, By an abselute ticacle, oll the
greal  mmonuments el destragtion,
although a few were slightly damaged.
Lur inatanee, the lwouse aoross the sireet
from the Chureh of  Sant” Apollinare
Nuova was demolished by one bomb,
Anther house right ap agains the coame-
pauile was knocked flat, but sumechus the
bell tuwer itsell stood inact. Doside the
church 4he force of the blass broughe
down stuccn, craked the apse, and dam.
aged the ceiling, bul the greal mosaics
retnained absuluiely unbarmed

U the other hanil, the dtaking troops
did their part well In the artillery
preparation a certan amiunt ol damage
was done Ly shethi, but that was largely

1T
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Because the Gormans were. nang  sme
buildings Far olservation peoste, such as
the Clurch of Samts Mo o Poria Fuori,
which wat alower devaroyed.  Onee the
wldiers ot i v only was nithing in
Ravenna  destroyed, buat the process of
protectin and restoration beigan
The technique was well estabitished asil
highly ellbient by the e the Adled
armmes e to capiure the @reail vities ol
Tuscany, although fur reasons heyomi
control they are the most destroyed in all
laly —as they are, unlormpately, the
mpit precions,  Fvery oy and town—
from Viterbo and Arezzo to Florenoe,
e, and Rasenna (o take a very nich
some of centeal Draly)—is 2 long
thrilling sten'y by atsell. The hastory of
art i being made in o very great way in
these months  unbiappily s, ada nuitier
ol Tact, since Wiviory will recall primmanly
abvat wan destroveed amd damiaged | ratloer
thiians whial was v e Ao i wall forewvers
preevred swhes ddnd lic damoee, althioomgh ue
o Fair ekl grart GF the blame shouhl
O (1] '_\hlulllllu .|I!ut| lih |'.|1'-t.'|'|'ll hhl’]
womght this cabammaty downoon fraly, and
vt leer awndly e o thie inevitable ac-
T8 T B |

1;1

we AL

v

vi pake Plorrnee as o omore o lew
ty i il e inple ol wlian can be ond bs
Pecimig dooie to soave and tepair and pestoes,
e the war had 1!.1\11-:] i, The Flur-
ence thal we afid swccesve el ol
e sinee the days ol the Mediel kinew and
hovrdd s one e U0 gl the woeld's
artistic lowses in the wir tos s ooe of the
saididesy

I'he prelismary wilety ineasures wirked
to perfection O every bombing raid of
the Florentine rallway stativns and yurds
the bombardiers lod  theo  matructions
and the Amernican Commisnun’s maps to
guide them, and not 2 single mundiment
of importance was destrayed or damaged
As the battle lines approached the city,
artillery commanders were duly warned
antdd a3 a result shell damage was slight
As he vold us Later, itwas the intention uf
General Alexander, then Fifteenth Army
Group conpmander, o encirele the city just
as Siena wuas endircled and thus try o
spare it Huowever, a leatler dhiopped Ly

3/BND o,
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o planes and sigoned by him called upon
the partisans of Plorence o rise and gave
the imprewann that the Allies intended 1o
furce a crsing of the Armo River through
Frenee The tragedy which wat to oc-
vur was partly the result of this miswnder-
standing

The Germans, with deeadful thoromnh-
nead, mned all ihe Lodyes, exerpt the
Ponte Vecchio with its cumbicoas and pic-
turrsgue supersipucture of linle jewelry
and antigue shope  Since 1t was the dry
weasott they kpew that the wreckage of the
birlge would have remained above water
antl provided o erosing which bulldozers
could guickly make, so instesd they des
euded w create road blocks at both enicds of
the Ponte Verchio by Llowing up ail the
uld palaces around it The deciunon, and
the way 11 was carried o, represented a
piece of vandalism for which history will
pnever forgive the Germanas

Five davs before the demolitions they
evacuated Gy thousand  peaple from a
two-hundred-meter wane on both sides o
the Arnis.  Then they set their explinive
chargen trandguilly (four German soldier:
furr inatance, worked: feisurely o the open
durmg davlight with elecoric dnldlis ar the
wwthern emd of the Ponte Vecchion, Biving
the eharges which destroyed the Siwietd
Santa Colomburial, looted the houses in
their spare tine, and finally sct the fuses.

Om the early morning of August 4iha
serrer of explosions destroyed the hearr of
pld Floweice, so il wias o exaggeration
when | wrote for my newspaper that
“Flyrence I8 v longer the Florence that
the world hat known Jor four bundred
years Tt was a particularly vicious act
of vamdalisen becawse the Germans used
miach hicavier explisive changes in every
cose than were reguired

When the Allied oroops gt across the
Arno, they found a thied of the medieval
city e roins from German demulition,
Palace aficr palace dating from the four-
peenth 1o the sixteenth centurics was a
heap of tubilile in which were sirewn wiich
treaseres a5 the  anceetnl manuscopn
twacks, angd art olyects from the Socictd
satite Colombuarie. Theee yrear niedie-
wal towers (the Toree degli Amicden, the
riralamm wind the '-'H’I:'ihilrlll hiaed vruan-
Pilead and two athets were Jamaged. Al

w
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the famous Arno bridges, except the Pante
Veecho, were destroyed with 2 breathtak-
ing  thoroughnew far beyond  mulitary
necesity.  The Palace of the Guelph
Party, embellished by Bronellewhi and
Vasary, war termilidy damaged and the
frescoes were ruined. Street alier street of
houdes was gone.  For blocss outade the
demolithed area the terrific concussen
had lowsened atones and plaster, making
many buildings dangerously infirm

Such war the state of things when an
AMG afficer represenunig the Monumenis
and Fine Arts Subcommisnon entered the
city with the woops,  Captain  leane

Keller would normally have been the of-
ficer, bt be wat on an eqially important

Jub down at Pisa, and it whd young Lieg-
wenant Frederwk Hartt, former assistant
curater of the Yale Uiniversity art collec-
tion, who had the thnlling task

Ome of hie firit jols (remember, T am
using Florence pa a typical exomple of
what 1 e when o ity I8 caprured ) was
to bimeate art treasures, e, like all the
men chimen by Profesor DeWald, s o
iheroaighly teained art s holar, who knows
whiee 1o lowk and what to losk fur. Al
thede nien must, of eonrse, speak Ttalian,
ard it s pecessary (o get immediately in
wuch with the Italian art authorities on
the sput. Oae never fails o find a de-
voiedd and expert group of men who have
worked, ofien at great danger, up to the
last minuite before the Germans leave and
whi are ready o start again when the
Allics armive

In Flurence, the ltalian Superintend-
ercy of ArL was to prove invaluable. I
wat headed by Professors Guovanm Poged,
the superintendent of galleries and monu-
ments, and Ugn Procacei, art historian
whit i agreat expert on the region. They
were aided by a group of young Dalian
architecis who were unuringly zealous.

They all got down 1o work checking on
luoted amd missing treasures and collecuing
the art objects deposited in villas and vil-
lagea arvund Florence, An immediate
survey was made 1o sce what monuwments
in Florence needed emergency treatment
“Ihe remaining wall of the Torre deyli
vmidei, for instance, was shored up in
one of the Grst-aid treaiments Priority
ligts of urgemt |.II1H'I1IIHIJJ repairs. were
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drawn up and werk was begun in a matier
of Wriies ANIG i such ciases Turnishes
sme Funds, bt most of |he MOney st
come from the Tralians themselves  The
FIECIReney reponrs are L Prevent aggrivie-
Hen of Warage. to cover ruafl heles, Iudsier
Fownbling walls angd ceilings, Gl in hilasted
emies anid wandows, wnd. above all, clear
tilibile heaps, whiese weight soimctimes iz 4
Hanger.  Thisis done with care by expery
wirhmen, s tha preves of frescoes, o
s, and the like can he wieed for recop.
Sruction of taken o museims,

Fhat s where Army engineers must be
exprited ty blunder like hilly in chiny
g T ool lise disen cases in To.
vany aline where the haaiy shineling up of
whot vatirally seemed 10 soldiers mothing
Wt werless rubble destroyed hopes of re-
tstuL g something  precious.  The
t ek af Sant’Agosting in Pigy and the
fiearly liosuse where Museini died were
tyvpmeal instances

In Florenee, vigilant work by Lieuten-
ant Haren, with the srong  backing of
Hogadier General Edgar Erskine Hume,
Frith Army AMG commander, prevenied
twa such disasters.  Enginecra began shov:
eling the wreckage of the Santg ¢ il -
baria at the southeast corner of the Mo
Vecchio into the Arin Adter Cieneral
Hune's energenc mnterverition, the rligt-
neers were forcedd woowait woil EXPOrLS pus
urnily grubbed inte the fuine that bl
been beveled 10 the Rrovamid while the greit
bibeary untlerneath burned for days  Awa
resudi abwot Bl of the valualile collee i
of rare bawoks, o s TP, ang unabil,
andl archives werpe sovedl, although the
while modern library was destroyed,

Uhe ither case comncerned what lintle
reniied  of the  prow shaped piers of
Ponite Santa Tringd Florenee, w add
its woes, had the worst Aeod in exacily vne
hundeed years on November [n The
greal flow of water weakened the ol
mer ol the bridge, necessitating reinforce.
ments S0 the engineers atarted throwing
the lvasened ol blocks into the willer
Onee again SO OpPOlion was o er-
voune and skilled workimen were Peimitied
1o take the stoses down one by one, num-
hering them and Putting them in a plare
ol safetv, alomg with the stahues of the
wisins anel the two eadellt, or double-

curvatuee plaques which were 1l key.
somes af the arches and b previosly
bren fished out of the water v s oy
Florence is Beang 1o e o replica of jis
beauniful Santa Trnid Brilge. 11
M exactly get that subale I Valire
arthitecis wed 10 quarre] abwayr, an pon
terity will fiever know the dilference

Here we are Betivng snte the field of e
e restoration, anid that i ot hing
which must wiit unit alier alie war
There 15 100 much first-iel work 10 e
done, and 100 much meney anel el
are peeded. The panient wark exprit
study for which Ialians are g0 fommons wil|
be needed for years and YEATH 10 conmie
and still Florence will nop he what it was
Lhat is the tragedy.  Brrnard Berenso,
American by birth and Florentine 1y
atlspiom, would hike 10 swe ald Flareyr
rie agan from s wshes, s 1o speak, s
rreonsiruching every building as nearly: s
Pessible i its old place and shape.  The
venerable "B " whi s ot most Lvmnais
espert, frankly admits his Parssiin for thie
past, but the new Florentnes will bl
something new

an I rewroed o Florence a
Clirisniman tne, and agiin in Janu-
ARV AL was b find everyune buisily eliveysss
g the question, but in (e meAnline
wirking harel an whan was will the stage
rmergeney eatment. Streens had been
cleared throwgh e rublle at both ends of
the Punte Vecchin  You eould nuw ga
along wihat wis the Via di For Sania
Maria or the Vi dey Cetneciarding on thie
other side, althoigh exeept fur the Jocarig
there was nothing ' reined you ol wihat
they had been. The Turre i Puapie
Geuelfa had 10 be demolished because the
testifie blast of the excessive explinives
wed by the Germans in some extranr-
divary way had desiceated the itortar
i all the ald monumeniy, making thewy
like =0 many lose siones piled atop eacly
other
The top half of the agade of the linle
¢ hurch of Santa Suefano had Leen Laken
down and was being pu lugether again.
About half of the old Jewelry shops on the
Ponte Vecchio had been reopened, and
the others were Ieing repaiired.  The
Lungarno Torrigiani, that used 1o sirike o
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dead rod where the nld hrmises overhung
the Aron, now ran righe up 1o the Ponte
Veechin upon the fattencd-out debris of
the ancient palaces. But there wan stifl
much 1o be done.  Neither the Borgn San
Jxcopn nor the Lungarno Acciants had
Ieen cleared,

But the work gors on, sad work, which
for all its skill and patience can never
bring life back tn the hean of old Florence,
The war han gone northward and the
driggle now, everywhere in liberated
Taly, i no lemgrr against man bu againat
nature,  New dangers arise in L.
peeted places.  On December 201k » high
wind struck San Gimignano, and before it

ended part of the wall on the snithern side

of the cathedral, known as the Ciollegiana,
crumbled, taking with it some prechiin
fourteenth-century freacoes by Barna da
Siena. It was a case of “invisihle dam-
age" cowsed during the shelling of the
town by the Germans afier they withidrew,
No onc could know that in order 1y pre-
pare the greund Tor Barna's paintingy, the
mianks at the time had bricked up sme
windows and coverrid them wirh plaster

In a number of cases, such aa the old
Mpnastery  of  San Lcchese,  outside
Poggilsin, it has been impossibile to repaie
Foofs, and precious frescoes are being ex-
posed 10 sun and rain.  Another trouhle
has been the improper walling of treasres,
which is being gradually discovered, I
frescoes are walled in while in a damp con-
dition, or if proper precautions are nodt
taken, the paintings will be covered with
mold.  This happened, for instance, 10
one of the earliest works of Fra Angelicn
and one of the most imporiant Sasiettas, in
the Church of San Domenico in Cortana.
The paint lifted on the Sassetta fresco, and
il must be tramiferred to new plaster and
word.  Two eestorers will have 1o spend o
full year ar the jirls,

MAGAZIAL

METIVES the war gives an GO TNy
Sol'n make repaus and changes (hat
should have been made gencrations agn
e example ix the miiltistyled Church af
San Lorengs Magginre in Naples, which
has been closed since the middle of the
ninelesnth contury.  The nave crumbled
under the coneussion from bombs, and a
new skeleton frarmewsrk is now berimg busilt
for this important church which the
French began to build in the thirternth
century. When the repain are com.
pleted it will be opened again 1o the
puldic,

The thirteemb-century French Gothic
Church of Sant Elogin in Naples is benefir-
ing by a somewhat similar accident. It
wat hit by a bomb which happily removedl
some later and hidedos adldivions, reveals
ing 14 true architectural struciure. The
repars now heing I‘F:H'I{' will restore the
church 14 its origina Rlory.

American Gl's, digging foxholes near
the Greek temnples of Paestum at the time
of the Salernn landing in Seprember, 1743,
uncovered a gemetery of the Stone Age
[ Nevlithie) which experes think i the nld.
t=t yet foundd on the lialian miiniand

Hewever, the goins are alight; the loases
A€ enormous and ineplaceable.  Only
Lraly could Tose s much aned still rermain
incomparably the richest storehouse of art
in the world.  That is some consolation,
but one cannot forpet the Breat mon-
mients of art and euliire that are ne muare,
This article has barely mentioned Pisa and
has waid nothing about Rimini, yet in those
Ywo L alone more precious things were
lest than all the tribute from Germany or
donations from  American millionaires
could pay for,

“'Bat in the miscrable scemunt of war,"
wrade Gibbon, “the gain in never erjuiv-
alent o the loss, the pleasure 1w the

pain, "
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THE STARE AND STRIPES
Thursday, ¥ay 24, 1945

Ex-King's Collection
Of Coins 1Is Recovered

WITH THE STH ARRY, May 23 = The 20-million deollear
coin collection of retired King Victor Emanuel

of Italy, hes been recovered and returned to Rome,
it was reported today by AMG officers wlith the 5th
Army. The collection was contalned in 24 heavy,
iron-bound wooden gases, originally bound for
Germany,

Traneferred to the 88th Division by 85 General Rolff,
the boxes were pluaced in custody of Capt. Vietor H.
ust of Pasadena, Calif,, AUG administrative olficer,

Each box had been sesled by the Cermans, wlth the
insecription: "Confiscated from the ex-royal house",
The Yussolini fasces were on the reverse side,
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